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MARYLAND CODE REQUIREMENTS

• Charter and Code 
Counties 
• County List
(See map to the right for 
Charter/Code vs Non-Charter)

Land Use Article § 1-406

• Non-charter Counties and 
Municipalities
• Municipality List

Land Use Article § 3-102

All Maryland jurisdictions with planning and zoning authority must include a 
housing element in all new and updated comprehensive plans as of June 1, 
2020 

https://planning.maryland.gov/Documents/OurWork/compplans/Target-Comp-Plan-Review-Schedule-Counties.pdf
https://planning.maryland.gov/Documents/OurWork/compplans/Target-Comp-Plan-Review-Schedule-Municipalities.pdf
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A housing element shall address 
the need for affordable housing and 
will include: 

1. Workforce Housing 
2. Low-Income Housing

A housing element MAY include:
1. Goals
2. Objectives
3. Policies
4. Plans
5. Standards

HB 1045 REQUIREMENTS
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• Affordable Housing (Housing and Community Development Article Section §4-1801 )

 Housing costs do not exceed 30%

• Area Median Income (AMI)
 Median household income, adjusted annually, of area, adjusted for household 

size (US Department of Housing and Urban Development)

• Low-Income Housing (Land Use Article Sections §1–407 and §3-114)

 Affordable to a household with an aggregate annual income below 60% of the AMI

• Workforce Housing (Housing and Community Development Article Section §4-1801 )

 Rental: affordable to a household with an aggregate income between 50% - 100% 
AMI

 Ownership: affordable to a household with an aggregate income between 60% -
120% AMI or in target areas for purposes of administering the MD Mortgage 
Program, an aggregate income between 60% - 150% AMI 

DEFINITIONS
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• September ‘19
• April ’20
• September ‘20

Planning 
Directors

• Housing Element 
Inventory

• Other States
• Common Practices
• In-reach

Research
• Four Meetings
• Local
• State 
• Organizational

Stakeholder 
Group

MODELS AND GUIDELINES DEVELOPMENT
PROCESS
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STAKEHOLDER INPUT
Visioning, education, proactivity, and ongoing dialogue 

Affordable housing benefits communities and households in interconnected ways 

Partnerships and allies (health care facilities, employers, churches, CDCs)

Transparency and marketing (processes and incentives)

Don’t reinvent the wheel. Use and build upon existing resources

Zoning is key (greater density, by-right development, manufactured housing)

Incremental addition of affordable units (inclusionary zoning and ADUs) “Quiet Density”

Incentives should provide extra density 

Preservation/maintenance of existing units just as important as building new ones

High costs and barriers to development (impact fees, water and sewer availability, 
delayed/unclear local processes,  APFOs)
Helpful analyses (gap, housing market, income levels, needs assessment, 
commuting)

Local examples of best practices!
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• Introduction
• Housing Planning
• Self Assessments
• Housing Data
• Housing Practices
• Affordable Housing 

Resources

MODELS AND GUIDELINES

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/housing-element-mg/housing-
element-home.aspx

mailto:https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/housing-element-mg/housing-element-home.aspx
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• Benefits of 
Affordable Housing

• HB 1045 Description

• Understanding 
HUD’s Area Median 
Income

HOUSING PLANNING

New Construction: Sandtown, Baltimore – Leslie Street

Energy Costs are Included in a Household's 
Housing Costs
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To help Maryland’s jurisdictions 
engage in internal and stakeholder 
dialogues about housing, The 
Maryland Department of Planning 
developed three self-assessments 
that may be used to spark 
discussion and reflection.

• Vision
• Analysis and Policy
• Implementation and Regulation

SELF-ASSESSMENTS

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/housing-element-mg/housing-planning-self-assessments.aspx
http://classtalkers.com/socialstudies/social-sba-sample-questionnaire-drugs/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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HOUSING DATA DASHBOARD

https://apps.planning.maryland.gov/hb1045/index.html
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• Model Housing Element 
Development Process
 Step by Step Potential 

Planning Process
 Data Analysis
 Dashboard
 Other Sources
 Local

 Existing Programs
 Example Goals, Objectives, 

and Strategies
• Common Affordable 

Housing Practices

HOUSING PRACTICES

Civic Works Community Meeting Discussing 
Affordable Housing

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/housing-element-mg/model-housing-element.aspx
https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/housing-element-mg/common-practices.aspx
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING RESOURCES

Filterable Power BI Table 
of Federal, State, and 
Local resources supporting 
the development and 
preservation of affordable 
housing

• Funding
• Technical Assistance
• Additional Sources of 

Resources

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/housing-element-mg/affordable-housing-resources.aspx
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NEXT STEPS (PHASING)

Future Enhancements 
Data Additions

Foreclosures
Days on Market
Housing Needs 

Assessment
Compare Function

Local 
Examples/Best 

Practices

Address 
Feedback
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO
PROVIDE FEEDBACK

JOE GRIFFITHS
JOSEPH.GRIFFITHS@MARYLAND.GOV
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