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Charles County 
Sustainable Planning Initiatives 

• Brief Slide Tour of Charles County 
• Featuring: 
 - General information, data 
 -  Planning Programs, Projects 
 -  Village Revitalization 
        -  Development & Redevelopment 
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General Information 

• 20+ miles from Washington D.C. 
• Population of 150,000, and growing 
• 294,000 acres 
• Variety of household income levels 
• Towns of La Plata, Indian Head, Port 

Tobacco 
• Indian Head Naval Support Facility 
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<   $ 29,999. = 13% 
$  30,000. - $ 44,999. = 6% 
$  45,000. - $ 59,999. = 10% 
$  60,000. - $ 79,999. = 14% 
$  80,000. - $109,999. = 19% 

    $ 110,000. - $149,999. = 20% 
>  $ 150,000.  = 18% 

Charles County Household Income 
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Income-Housing 

• Median household $91,801    
• Average household $103,296    
• Per capita $36,673    
• Median Housing Cost $286,000 

Slide 6 Sustainable Growth Commission 



Land & Environment 
• Suburban – Residential/Retail (north) 
• Mixed Rural Residential (central & 

east) Town of La Plata 
• Farm & Forest Lands (south & west) 
• Rural & Historic Villages 
• 6 Rivers, Major Creeks 
• 2 Large Master Planned Communities 
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Major Employers 

• Naval Support Facility (NSF) Indian 
Head  = 3,404   

• Univ. of Maryland Charles Regional 
Medical Center = 850   

• College of Southern Md.  = 730   
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Historic & Scenic Resources 
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Extensive Farmland  
Preservation Program 

TDR, PDR 
MALPF Conservation Easements 
Rural Legacy (BPW allocated 1.2 
Million) 
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Watershed Implementation Plan 
(Stormwater Restoration) 

Retrofit Improvements 
Septic pump out program 
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Shoreline Restoration 
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Land Use Issues: 
Tier Map – Adopted in April 

Slide 14 Sustainable Growth Commission 



Comprehensive Plan  
Most Current Land Use Map 
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Rural Village Plans 
Port Tobacco 
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Stagg Hall – historic house 
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Benedict 
Historic Significance: War of 1812, Civil War 
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Waterfront  Pedestrian Access 
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Hughesville Revitalization Plan 
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Hughesville – Tobacco Packing House 
Renovation (Community Legacy Grant Requested) 
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Development Activity Map 
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St. Charles 
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Transit Corridor 
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ACTON URBAN CENTER ZONE WALDORF CENTRAL ZONE 

Waldorf  Urban Redevelopment Corridor 
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Implementation Efforts  
 “First phase” transit-oriented development plan for 26 

acres of downtown Waldorf, to begin transformation of 
WURC 

 Land Assemblage 
 Committed $30 million investment (local funds) 
 Initiated water, sewer stormwater and road improvements 
 Hired Redevelopment Manager, office, budget  
 Civic Campus Plan – Maryland Stadium Authority 
 $5 million in LRT/BRT Project planning; Requested an 

additional $20 million 
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Recommended Phase One Development Site 
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Summary 
• Charles County supports, and is 

actively involved in sustainable 
growth projects 

• Is well positioned to participate in 
regional, state and federal planning 
programs and partnerships  

• Unique opportunities to preserve 
valuable natural and historic 
resources & develop new mixed use, 
TOD communities 
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Presented by: 
Charles County Government 

Dept. of Planning & Growth 
Management 

P.O. Box 2150 
La Plata, MD 20646 

Phone (301) 645-0540 
www.charlescounty.org 

Mission Statement 
The mission of Charles County Government is 

to provide our citizens the highest quality 
service possible in a timely, efficient, and 

courteous manner. To achieve this goal, our 
government must be operated in an open and 

accessible atmosphere, be based on 
comprehensive long- and short-term planning, 

and have an appropriate managerial 
organization tempered by fiscal responsibility. 

Vision Statement 
Charles County is a place where all people 
thrive and businesses grow and prosper; 

where the preservation of our heritage and 
environment is paramount, where government 

services to its citizens are provided at the 
highest level of excellence; and where the 

quality of life is the best in the nation. 
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