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PROTECTING HISTORIC PLACES 
FROM FLOODING AND OTHER 

HAZARDS 
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• Disaster Mitigation Act of 
2000 
§ Requires local 

governments to 
develop a natural 
hazard mitigation plan 
and update it every 5 
years  
§ Plan establishes 

eligibility for Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance 
grant funding 

HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING 
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HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING 
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• Building, structure, 
object, sites, and 
archaeological sites  

• Traditional cultural 
properties 

• Museums, archives 

HISTORIC PLACES 
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HISTORIC PLACES ARE ASSETS 
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Cultural Affiliation 0-2 ft Inundation 0-5 ft Inundation 

Prehistoric 192 215 

Historic 80 91 

Prehistoric & Historic 43 52 

Unknown time period 56 64 

Total 371 422 

HISTORIC PLACES AT RISK 

Anne Arundel County’s Archaeological Sites 
Threatened by Increased Flooding 

Source: Anne Arundel County Sea Level Rise Strategic Plan, November  2011 
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HISTORIC PLACES AT RISK 
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Recorded Historic Site* 0-2 ft Inundation 0-5 ft Inundation 

Structures/Dwellings 12 26 

Bridges 8 11 

Lighthouses 4 4 

Historic Roads 1 2 

Historic Districts 12 12 

Federal – US Coast Guard 
& US Navy resources 

10 19 

Total 47 74 

HISTORIC PLACES AT RISK 
Anne Arundel County’s Historic Properties Threatened by 

Increased Flooding 

*Properties are listed in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Places 
Source: Anne Arundel County Sea Level Rise Strategic Plan, November  2011 
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HISTORIC PLACES AT RISK 

Photograph (above) by Blake Sell, Reuters 
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THE PLANNING PROCESS 
Organize & Gather 

Data 

Survey & 
Inventory Historic 

Places 

Conduct Risk 
Assessment & 

Analyze Findings 

Prioritize Historic 
Places 

Estimate the 
Potential 

Economic Impact  

Develop 
Mitigation Goals & 

Objectives 

Develop 
Mitigation Actions 

& Prototypes 

Implement the 
Plan Update the Plan 
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SURVEY HISTORIC PLACES 

1. Define hazard area 
2. Analyze information about historic and 

cultural resources 
3. Identify gaps 
4. Conduct survey 
5. Incorporate results into hazard mitigation 

plan 
6. Send information to MHT 
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SURVEY HISTORIC PLACES 
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• A voice for everyone 
• “Significance” is relative 
• Local knowledge may not be common 

knowledge 
• Promotes understanding about historic 

resources 
 
 
 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
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Jen Sparenberg 

jen.sparenberg@maryland.gov 
410.517.7641 

 
 
 

MHT’S HISTORIC PLACES AND HAZARD 
MITIGATION PLANNING PROGRAM 

mailto:jen.sparenberg@maryland.gov

