
DEFINITIONS OF SUBJECT CHARACTERISTICS: 
 
(All definitions were extracted from the United States Census Bureau’s, Summary File 1 Technical 
Documentation, Appendix B and the Decennial Management Division Glossary, April 1999) 
 
Age 

The age classification is based on the age of the person in complete years as of April 1, 2000.  The 
age of the person was usually derived from their date of birth information.  Their reported age was 
used only when data of birth information was unavailable.   

 
Average Family Size 

A measure obtained by dividing the number of people in families by the total number of families 
(or family householders).  In cases where this measure is tabulated by race or Hispanic origin, the 
race or Hispanic origin refers to that of the householder rather than to the race or Hispanic origin 
of each individual 

  
Average Household Size 

A measure obtained by dividing the number of people in households by the number of households 
(or householders).  In cases where household members are tabulated by race or Hispanic origin, 
household members are classified by the race or Hispanic origin of the householder rather than the 
race or Hispanic origin of each individual. 

 
Child 

Includes a son or daughter by birth, a stepchild, or an adopted child of the householder, regardless 
of the child’s age or marital status.  The category excludes sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, and 
foster children 

 
Family Type 

   A family includes a householder and one or more other people living in the same household who 
are related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption.  All people in a household who are 
related to the householder are regarded as members of his or her family.  A household can contain 
only one family for purposes of census tabulations.  Not all households contain families since a 
household may be a group of unrelated people or one person living alone. 

 
   Families are classified by type as either a “married-couple family” or an “other family” 
according to the presence of a spouse.  “Other family” is further broken out according to the sex of 
the householder.  

 
Group Quarters  

A place where people live or stay other than the usual house, apartment, or mobile home. Two 
general types of group quarters are recognized: institutional (for example, nursing homes, mental 
hospitals or wards, hospitals or wards for chronically ill patients, hospices, and prison wards) and 
non-institutional (for example, college or university dormitories, military barracks, group homes, 
shelters, missions, and flophouses). Group quarters may have housing units on the premises for 
staff or guests. 

 
 



Hispanic or Latino 
   The data on the Hispanic or Latino population were derived from answers to a question that was 
asked of all people.  The terms “Spanish,” “Hispanic origin,” and “Latino” are used 
interchangeably.  Some respondents identify with all three terms while others may identify with 
only one of these three specific terms.  Hispanics or Latinos who identify with the terms 
“Spanish,” “Hispanic,” or “Latino” are those who classify themselves in one of the specific 
Spanish, Hispanic or Latino categories listed on the questionnaire (“Mexican,” “Puerto Rican,” or 
“Cuban”) as well as those who indicate that they are “other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino.”  People 
who do not identify with one of the specific origins listed on the questionnaire but indicate that 
they are “other Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino” are those whose origins are from Spain, the Spanish-
speaking countries of Central or South America, the Dominican Republic, or people identifying 
themselves generally as Spanish, Spanish-American, Hispanic, Hispano, Latino, and so on.   All 
write-in responses to the “other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino” category were coded. 
 

Origin can be viewed as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person 
or the person’s parents or ancestors before their arrival in the United States.  People who identify 
their origin as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of and race. 

  
If an individual could not provide a Hispanic origin response, their origin was assigned using 

specific rules of precedence of household relationship.  For example, if origin was missing for a 
natural-born daughter in the household, then either the origin of the householder, another natural-
born child, or spouse of the householder was assigned.  If Hispanic origin was not reported for 
anyone in the household, the Hispanic origin of a householder in a previously processed household 
with the same race was assigned.   

 
Household   

A person or group of persons who live in a housing unit. These equal the count of occupied 
housing units in a traditional census 

  
Householder 

   The data on relationship to householder were derived from the question “How is this person 
related to Person 1,” which was asked of Persons 2 and higher in housing units.  One person in 
each household is designated as the householder (Person 1).  In most cases, this is the person, or 
one of the people, in whose name the home is owned, being bought, or rented.  If there is no such 
person in the household, any household member 15 years old or over could be designated as the 
householder (that is, Person 1).  

 
   Households are classified by type according to the sex of the householder and the presence of 
relatives.  Two types of householders are distinguished: family householders and nonfamily 
householders.  A family householder is a householder living with one or more people related to 
him or her by birth, marriage, or adoption.  The householder and all of the people in the household 
related to him or her are family members.  A nonfamily householder is a householder living alone 
or with nonrelatives only. 

 
Housing Unit 

A house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms, or a single room that is 
occupied as a separate living quarters, or, if vacant, is intended for occupancy as a separate living 
quarters. See separate living quarters 
 



Institutionalized Population 
Included people under formally authorized, supervised care or custody in institutions at the time of 
enumeration.  Such people are classified as “patients or inmates” of an institution regardless of the 
availability of nursing or medical care, the length of stay, or the number of people in the 
institution.   
 

Median Age 
This measure divides the age distribution into two equal parts: one-half of the cases falling below 
the median value and one-half above the value.  Median age is computed on the basis of a single 
year of age distribution. 

 
Multi-Unit Structure 

A building that contains more than one housing unit 
(for example, an apartment building) 

 
Noninstitutionalized Population 

Includes people who live in group quarters other than institutions.   Includes staff residing in 
military and nonmilitary group quarters on institutional grounds who provide formally authorized, 
supervised care or custody for the institutionalized population. 
 

Nonrelatives 
Includes any household member who is not related to the householder by birth, marriage, or 
adoption, including foster children.  The following categories may be presented in more detailed 
tabulations:  Roomer/boarder, Housemate/roommate, Unmarried partner, Foster child, and other 
nonrelatives. 
 

Occupied Housing Unit 
A housing unit is classified as occupied if it is the usual place of residence of the person or group 
of persons living in it at the time of enumeration or if the occupants are only temporarily absent; 
for example, away on vacation. Occupied rooms or suites of rooms in hotels, motels, and similar 
places are classified as housing units only when occupied by permanent residents, that is, 
individuals for whom the facility is their usual place or residence.  
 

Other Relatives 
Includes any household member related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption, but not 
included specifically in another relationship category.  In certain detailed tabulations, the 
following categories may be shown Grandchild, Brother/sister, Parent, Parent-in-law, and Son-in-
law/daughter-in-law 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Race 
   The data on race were derived from answers to the question on race that was asked of all people.  
The concept of race, as used by the Census Bureau, reflects self-identification by people according 
to the race or races with which they most closely identify.  These categories are socio-political 
constructs and should not be interpreted as being scientific or anthropological in nature.  
Furthermore, the race categories include both racial and national-origin groups. 

 
   The racial classifications used by the Census Bureau adhere to the Ocotber 30, 1997 Federal 
Register Notice entitled, “Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on 
Race and Ethnicity” issued by the Office of Management and Budget.  These standards govern the 
categories used to collect and present federal data on race and ethnicity.  The OMB requires five 
minimum categories (White, Black or African American, American Indian or Alaska Native, 
Asian, and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander) for race.  The race categories are described 
below with a sixth category, “Some other race,” added with OMB approval.  In addition to the five 
race groups, the OMB also states that respondents should be offered the option of selection one or 
more races. 

 
   If an idividual did not provide a race response, the race or races or the householder or other 
household members were assigned using specific rules of precedence of household relationship.  
For example, if race was missing for a natural-born child in the household, then either the race or 
races of the householder, another natural-born child, or the spouse of the householder were 
assigned.  If race was not reported for anyone in the household, the race or races of householder in 
previously processed household were assigned.   

 
Relationship to Householder 

The phrase “Coverage Improvement Adjustment” was included in the table outlines and the 
technical documentation before the review, analysis, and recommendation whether to adjust 
Census 2000 data for coverage improvement was completed.  As the data are not adjusted, a zero 
(0) will appear.  This phrase does not refer to any other outreach or collection operations that were 
introduced to improve coverage in Census 2000. 
 

Separate Living Quarters 
Are those in which the occupants live separately from any other individual in the building and 
which have direct access from outside the building or through a common hall. For vacant units, 
the criteria of separateness and direct access are applied to the intended occupants whenever 
possible.  

Sex 
The data on sex were derived from answers to a question that was asked of all people.  Individuals 
were asked to mark either “male” or “female” to indicate their sex.  For most cases in which sex 
was not reported, it was determined by the appropriate entry from the person’s given (i.e., first) 
name and household relationship.  Otherwise, sex was imputed according to the relationship to the 
householder and the age of the person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spouse (husband/wife) 
Includes a person married to and living with a householder.  This category includes people in 
formal marriages, as well as people in common-law marriages.  The number of spouses is equal to 
the number of “married-couple families” or “married-couple households” in 100 percent 
tabulations.  Marital status categories cannot be inferred from the 100 percent tabulation since the 
marital status item was not included on the 100-percent form. 

 
Vacant Housing Unit 

A housing unit is vacant if no one is living in at the time of enumeration, unless the occupants are 
only temporarily absent. Units temporarily occupied at the time of enumeration entirely by 
individuals who have a usual residence elsewhere are classified as vacant. (Transient quarters, 
such as, hotels, are housing units only if occupied. Thus, there are no vacant housing units at 
hotels and the like.) New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing units if 
construction has reached a point where all exterior windows and doors are installed and final 
usable floors are in place. Vacant units are excluded from the housing unit inventory if they are 
open to the elements. Also excluded from the housing unit inventory are units with a posted 
condemnation sign or units that are used entirely for nonresidential purposes.  

 
 
 
FOR MORE CENSUS DEFINITIONS GO TO:  
 
WWW.CENSUS.GOV 
 
 
 
 
 


