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Are optimal sites 
enough to meet renewable energy 
goals ?





Competes with 
desirable land uses

Prime farmland loss 
removes the best land 
from food production

Loss of forest and 
important lands for 
wildlife and climate



Solar in the built environment

Solar is compatible with 
developed land uses

Enhances commercial and 
residential property uses

Parking canopies provide 
shaded parking &  electric 

vehicle charging



solar energy 







LRP Sites:

• 94 landfill/waste sites

• Total 3,777 acres

• Suitability for solar?
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Annapolis Solar Park 
Largest closed landfill project in 
North America - 80 acres – 18MW

Source: EDF Renewables







Recommendations 

Degraded lands offer a 
significant contribution 
to optimal solar siting

1

Key brownfield 
opportunities:
- Landfills 
- Older industrial sites
- Coal energy transition

2

Provide incentives and 
policies that encourage 
solar development on 
brownfields

Lead by example on 
public facilities

3



Susan Minnemeyer
Vice President of Technology

sminnemeyer@chesapeakeconservancy.org

Thank you!
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