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FOREWORD

The Town of Granisville recognizes that planming is the way to achicve 2 beiter
tomorrow. Planmng for Grantsville as weil as for the rest of Garrott County reaches back
to the early 1970°s when Garrelt Counly and msany of ifs smmicipalilies including
Gransville, adopted their first Comprehensive Plans.  These forward thinking
govetnments could forcsce thal change was going to ocenr. Rather than merely waiting
passively for the fature 1o happen, they chose to plan lor the fulure. Grantsville updated
ils Comprchensive Plan i 1995 in responsc fo the many chunges that occurred since the
Plan’s original adoption in 1973,

This Comprehensive Plan represenis Gramisville's commibtment fo guide the future
development aud prescrvation of the town and to enhanec the ewrrent and future quality
of hife. [’s valuc to Graniswille will be in cvaluating each proposed change in the
community. For every proposed change, thore should he m affimative answer to the
quesiton: “Does il conform to our Comprehensive Flan™. Or “Docs it carey ouf the
objoctives of the Plan™

THE NEW PLANNING ACT

The need for more up-to-date information and the desirability of reevaluating the idcas in
a previons Comprehensive Plan are not the enly reasons why Grantsville is embarking in
this ctiort to update the Coniprehensive Plan, Grantsville is now reguired to roview and
if nocessary update its Comprchensive Phim to comply with the provisions of the
Econorme Growth, Resource Protection aind Planning Act of 1992,

New and updated information was obtained and examined in order o addyess the following cight

visions in the Maryiand Planming Act of 1992,

* (guceafrate development in suitable areas.

Providing development opportunities near existing and planned population centers where

existing and /for plunned water and sewer service exist is impartant,
o Protcet sensitive areas.

Providing open space to profect sireams and siveam huffers, steep slopes, [00-year
Hoodplains and habitats of endangered and threaiened species is Fuportant.

e Iu rural areas, divect griwth to cxisting popukation centers ang protect yesource areas.

Froviding development apportinnities within and aronnd Garrett County and
other concentralivns of development such as Granisville, protecting wmique natural
refonrees and retaiming rural areas are imporinsnd,
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¢+ Demonsirate siewardship of ¢the Bay and the Eand.
Hdentifying and protecting  environmenially  sensifive areas that residential or

nonresidential development could damage while educaiing governinent officials and local
residents to the Issucs and concerns of the Chesapeake Buw.

» Conserve and reduce the consumption of natural vespurees.
Protecting key parcels of land con help profect kirgey sections of resource areds.

s Encoursyge cconomic growth and streambine land nse vegulatory measures to ercourage
ihe achicvement af the preceding five visions.,

FProviding economic development opportunitics fo exisfing businesses, seeking new
businesses and enhancing other qctivities such as fourism qre Bnporvtanf as well s
amending exisiing lond uve veguloiions and providing new provisions that will assist
Grantsville to achieve this vision in the Stute Plunning Act.

¢ Adcquate Public facilities and infrastructure under the contral of the County or
Musicipal corperation are availablc or plarned in areas where growth is fo eceur.

Insuring that public water and sewer facilitics are either in place or proposed in conjunciion

with rew development in compliance with the 1997 Smart Growth and Neighborhood
Conservedion Initiciives.

+ Address lunding mechanisms to achieve the previons poiicies.

Appropriating funds, contimiing public and private cooperaiive veatures, secking creative
Jingncing technigues and promoting vohmieerism and cooperation are imporiant.

1997 Smart Growth and Neighborhood Conservation Initiatives

The 1997 General Assembly adopled several specific programs, which together form the
Smart Growth Initiatives. Collectively, these mnitiatives aim to direct Skale resources (o
revitalize older developed arcas, prescive some of Maryland's valuable resowce and open
space lands, and discourage the continiation of sprawling devclopment info our raral
areHs.,

The Smart Growth lepislation allows the State to dircet #s programs and funding to
sappott  locally designaled growth areas and protect roral arcas. This landmask
legislaiton's passage is a significani accomplshment, which will play a major role in
Marviand's efforts {o better manage land use and gowth.
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The centerpiece of this now logislative package is the "Prority lunding Arcas”
tegislation, witich lbnits most Stale mfrastruciure funding and cconomic devclopment,
housing and other program monies {0 Smart Growth Arcas, which local governmonts
designate for growih. The other bills in the 1997 logislative package also support kocafly
identifted development avess, They facilitate the reuse of browniields and provide lax
credits to busimesses creating jobs in a Priority Funding Ares. A mew Live Near Your
Wark pilol program supports this cflforl by providing cash contributions to workers
buying homes in certain older neighborhoods. And, fo spur morc prescrvation of
undeveloped land, the new Rural Tegacy Program provides financial resources for the
protection of farm and forestlunds and the conscrvation of these csseniial rural resources
from devetopment

The Priority Fanding Areas legslution builds on the foundation crcated by Visions
adopted as State policy iu the 1992 Growth Act. Beginning Qciober 1, 1998 Smari
(irowih esiabhshes a policy for the usc of State funds, which supporl comsnunities, and
influgnces the location of doewclopment, Slale funding for projects in Maryland
municipalities, othor cxisting commumities, mdusirial aveas, and plannced growth arcas
designatcd by counfics will recetve priority funding over other projoets. Priority Funding
Arcas arc locations where the State and local govornments want to target their elfinls Lo
encourage and suppori economic development and new prowth.

Rural Legacy Program

The Rural Fegacy Program will redirect cxisting Stale funds inlo a focused and dedicated
iunul preservation program specifically destgned to Hmif the sdverse impacts of sprawl on
owur agricultoral lands and natural resources, The Program will reailocate State funds to
purchase conscrvation easements for large contiguous tracts of apricultural, forest and
natural arcas subject to development pressure, and foc inforcsts in open space where
public access wnd use is meeded. Local povernments and privale Iand (rusls will be
cncouraged to identify Rural Lepacy Arcas and to competitively apply for funds fo
complement existing land conscrvation effor(s or creale new ones.

Browniiclds Legislation

Marvland's new Brownfislds law limits Hability for thosc redevcloping unused or
abandoned properties that are contaminated, or cven porecived to be conlantinaled, unless
they exacerbate contamination or create now poltution, The law creates a voluntary clean-
up program through which an cligible developer supplies the State Information about
envircrmeittal conditions, melwding contumination of the site and preposed clcan-up
procedures. If approved, the applicani prepares a detailed Eesponsc Action Plan that
cxplains all fasks tecessury o clean up the site and domonstrafcs that the project moects
applicable public health and environmental protection eriteria. This process also provides
an opporiunily for public participation.

331



Towa of Grantsville Comprehensive Phan

Live Near Yonr Work Propram

The Tive Near Your Work Program cnconrages employees of Maryland's busincsscs and
Instiiuions to buy homes near their workplace. This Initiafive will help stabihize the
neiphborhoods surrounding {he State's major cmployors by stimulating home ownership
in targeted commumnities. In addition o providing rcsources for programs sponsored by

public and private institutions, the State is pariicipating as a major cmployer,

Job Craation Tax Credit Program

The Job Creatton Tax Credit Program cneonrapes mid-sized and smaller businesses to
invest In Smart Growth wreas around the Stafe. Small busincsses comprise almost 30
poreent of Maryland businesses, and sinall businesses in particular poncrate the majortty
ol new job growth in the State. "This proposal will encourage small business development
wnd job growih in areas acecsaible to availabic Iabor pools, and will encowrage morc
efficient use of (he Siale's existing inirastructure.

THE PLAN

‘This Plan represenis Granlsville’s commitment to planning for its future. The Plan is
visionary, provides foresight, and is practical, T emphasizes comumuinity oriented goals
and recommendations and provides & framework from which they can be carricd out.
The Plan, whon adopted by the Mayor and town Council, will represent the olficial local
pohcy on the futers development and conscrvation of the Town of Grantswille,

‘This Comprehensive Plan meludes two major chaptors:

Background = Comprehensive
Pian

Backpround — Malural fealurves, demographics, cxisting land mse, econontic
conditions, transporistion, comnunity facilities and services and other important topics
are closcly cxamincd in this chapter. ‘{he findings and conclusions provide the basis for

esiabhshing goals and {ormulating recommendations in the Comprehensive Development
Pian.

*  Comprchensive Plan — The Comprehensive Plan conlaing goals recommmendations on
land wsc, community facilities and services, lranspoelation, mineral rcsources and
sensitive natural arcas. The Plan also describes short and long —{erm actions fo
mmplement these recommendations.
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BACKGROUND

This chapter explains how fhe oxisling physical
charasteristics of the Towit came about and what social,
coonomic and physical factors infucncs the possibiities
for future development. The following eight sebjects are
diseussed:

* Location * Demographics & Projections
* History * Land Usc

* Matural Tealures * Uranspostation

¥ Sensitive Areas * Cormrsunily Focilities

The information and insighls gamed from carefufly
Evaluating {hese subject areas ppided, the Grantaville
Pianning Commission in the Developrent of this Plan.

e
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LOCATION

Gramisville is localed in north central Garrett County, Maryland, just one and & half miles
south of the Pemmsylvamia border and one hall mile west of the Casselman River, a
tributary of the Youghiogheny River. The town is about 30 miles northeast of Caldand,
the scat of Garrctt County, and 20 mites west of Cumberland, the Allegany County acat.

AHemate U.S. Route 40 runs east west through Grantsville, intersecting Maryland Rouls
4935 near the center of lown. Before enlering Granisvitle from the cast, altcrnate Rounte 40
crosscs the Casselman River at a location known as Tallle Crossings. Within the fown
limits, altcrnate Route 40 is known az Main Street.

Tatersiate Rouie 68 15 located just south of the town limite. With an interchange at Roule
495, I-68 provides a bigh-speed route east to Hancock, Maryland and west to
Morgantown, West Virginia.

Figurc | shows Grantsville’s location within Maryland, and Figure 2 presenis a map of
the immediate Grantsvitle arca.

Prior to 1989, the boundaries of the Town of Granisville encompassed 2 land arca that
wae basically rectangmlar. In 1989, the area within the lown’s corporate Himits was
cxpanded through anncxation of land to the north, south, and east of {he original
boundary, On the north side of town, 32.08 acrcs wore annexed In conjunction wih
development of the Starner Hill Apariments, s honsing complex for senior citizens. On
the south side of town, the srnexation included 14,27 acres east of Maryland Route 4935,
between the original town boundary and the right-of-way for infersiate 68. A 2.44-aerc
triangular parect adjacent to the southeast corner of fown was also annexed. As shown in
Figure 2, the tand area within Grantasvilic’s corporate limits is now au bvegular shape.

Figure {, Grantsville Location

WWest Vinginia,
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ESTORY

The present Town of Grantsville is loculed along an cast-west travel corridor that dates
back to an American Indian trail keown as Nemacolin’s Path. Many Indian camps
cxisted along this trail including a camp at Grassy Cabin on the Casscliman River in the
vieinity of the prosent town. Over the years, Nemucolin’s Path was upgraded and the
route was realigned. The initial upgrading of the trail, undortaken by British military
toops, resulied i Improved commercial travel and the esiablishiment of colonists’
sefticmonts along the romte. The differing alipnments of the roads that replaced
Nemacolin’s Path resuited in changing locations for the setticmonts thal eveniually
devetoped into the prosent Town of Grantsville,

In 1751, Christopher Gist recorded his trip along Nemacolin's Path on his way te the
Okio River. T 1753, Colonel Thomas Cresap and Nemacolin's Indians opencd the pah
for passage by packhorscs.

in 1754, the French and Tndian War began with 4 battle along the Nemacolin Puth when a
smal} force Ied by Colonel George Washington was defeated at Forl Necessity in Great
Meadows ncar Umontown, Pennsylvania, The following year, an army led by Genoral
Hdward Braddock uwpgraded Nemacolin's Path into the firsl wagon road from Fort
Cumberland {0 {he Great Meadows, Colone! Washinglon supervised the improvement of
the trail. The route, which became known as Braddock™s Road, traversed a site known, as
Little Meadows, abowl four miles cast of the present Town of Granlsville, Little
Meuadows was & major campsite for Braddock’s forces and, after Braddock’s death, for
ihe troops led by Washingion.

After the French and Indian War, services to travclers became the driving, force behind
the developiment of the Grantsville area. joscph Tomlinson was reported to he the first
pormanent settier in the Grantsvilie arca.  In 1760, he built the Red House T af “Good
Will,” & [00-acre (ract that cncompassed the camppround al Tiftle Meadows.
Tomlbinson’s Inn served travelors on Braddock’s Road. At abowd the time that the Rod
Housc Inn was built, the first Amish and Mennonitc soltiers mrived in the Casschman
River aren fiom settlcmoents in eastern Pennsylvania.

In 1785, Danicl Granl who oporated the Fountwin Inn in Baltimore developed
“Corpucopia,” and 1,100-acre tract on Braddock’s Road near Little Crossing, The
developnient was {o become known as “Qld Grantsville” in the 182(°s when the
aligament of the National Road north ol Braddock’s Road spurred creafion of a new town
site. The “O4d Granisville” sitc is now a fleld near the comotery.

In the 1750, John Sloan 1aid oul Inis for & town site thal he called Slosn’s Ville on the
old Indign campsite at Grassy Cabin. Iowcver, when the National Road did not follow
Braddock’s Road in this areg, Slean’s Vilic was abandoned in 1817.

Tittle Crossings is the site of a grist mill built by Jessc Tomlinson in 1797, rebuilt by
Perry Shultz n 18506, and now known as Stunton’s Mili. The mill hus beer In continuous
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operation sinee 1797 and has been operated for five genevations by the Slanton family.
The Tomlinsons also operaled a woolen mill and a saw mill in the area.

Amish and Memwonite settlers began acqumng farmiand in the Grantsville area in about
180{). Their family farms have been a mainstay of ihe Granisville arca cconomy for
almosi two ceninrios.

According to the 1S, Census of 1800, tharly-five familics, consisting of 229 free persons
and 22 Negro slaves, lived along Braddock’s Road near the present Town of Grantsville,
At that time, the population in the area thet is now Garrelt County lofaled a litflc over
1,000, Thus, about one quarter of the connty’s residents lived in the Granisville avea,

The Cumberiand Road (also known as the Nalional Road), the first federally funded
highway, was built between 1811 and 1819 following porlions of Nernacolin’s Path and
Braddock’s Road. The Cumberland Road coincided with Braddoeck’s Road in the
vicinily of Tillle Meadows whore, in 1816, Jogeph Tomlinson’s son, Jesse, buill the Sione
House hin near Tombingon’s Red House Inn. The Stonc House Inn is stifl standing.

The Cumberland Road crossed the Casselman River al Little Crossings, north of
Braddock’s Road. This alignment resulted in a new localion for Grantsville about a half
mile noriheast ol the old town site at Ceenteopia o Braddock’s Road. Tn 1822, 2 posi
office was esiablished under the name of “Tomiinson’s at Liftle Meadows.” Tn 1834, the
name was changed {o “Taille Crossing” and in 1846 to “Grantaviile.”

The Cumborland Road was the most important east-wesl highway in the country lrom its
completion in 1819 until fhe Baltimore and Chio Railroad completed ils ratl hne through
Cakiand 1o Wheehng, West Virginia, in 1852, During that period, the Grantsville area,
particubarly the Tombnson T al Taflle Meadows, was the center of the social and
noditical 1ift of Garett County.

The first house and tavern in the “now” Grantsville was John Baker's “Shosr House”
which also comiained a store, Josoph (Fotfchy was the first blackspith, and Dr. John
Patterson who came fiom Frostburg in 1842 was the first resident physician in the

connty.

Soveral other hotcls joined Tomiinson’z Inn and the Stone House I in serving travelors
along the Cumberland Road. These included the Cassehnan llotel built in 1824 a5 (he
Drovers Tom and expanded by Solomon Sternor in 1842, the National fiotel bwll by
Henry Fuller in 1843, and the Schutz lavers constructed by Adam Schuiz in the 1840's
and later incorporated as part of the town school, The Casselman Hotcl i3 still in
oporation today, 1t contains much of the same fonnshings used m the 1840°s and the
original brick {ircplaccs.

The opening of the Ballimore and Ohio rai? line to Wheeling reduced the importance of
the Cumberland Road and led fo 4 dechne i Granisviile’s tmportance. Nonctheless,
when Garrett County was formed in 1872, Grantsville received 590 voles as the prelerred
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location of the county seal, second only to QOakland’s 653 votes, The lown was
incorporated in 1864-1865 und rechartered in 1878, During {he fast half of the 19™
century, The economy of the Grantsviile arca was dependeni on {farming.

The 1830 census reported the population of Grantsville as 220. By 1900, the population
had dropped to 173, bui by 1910 the town had grown to 248, about the same population
as was reported in 1800

Adter 1916, with the advent of the autormobile, the National Boad was reconstructed as
LS. Route 40. Grantsville conlinued fo grow. By 1930, the town’s population had
jwnped to 400, During the firg half of the i century, farming continued to provide the
econonic base for Granisvitle, Coal mining also bocame a significant aclivity in the ares,
During the mid-1900%s, a shirt manufachurer, a refractory, a meal smoking and packing
oporation, a dwry cooperative, and a quarry began operalions in or near Grantsville,

Durmg the past soveral decades, most area coalmines have ceased operation, and the
dairy coopcrative has closed. Nonelheless, the number of residents in Grantsville has
held fairly stcady at about 500, Fuanning has continned to provide sigbility lo
Grantsvillc’s economy, Services to travelcrs have regained imporiance as acosss fo the
arca has improved and tourism has been promoted.

In the 1970°s and 198(Ys, 15.5. Rouwle 48, Hmited access divided hiphway, was
constrocted through Allegany and Gurett Counties, passing just south ol the Grantsville
town limits. The highway was opened to traffic in the Grantsville arca in the lale 1970,
U.S. Roufe 48 also was designated as U.S. Routc 40 in the Grantsville aves, and U.S.
Route 40 passimg through the town was renamed “Alernate 1.8, Route 40.™

™ August 1991, after the Iast link in 15,8, Route 48 was completed, the highway reecived
mterstatc status as hitersiate Rouwle 68, The route comiccts fo Intorstaic Roule 70 in
llancock, Maryland aboul 60 miles east of Granteville, and to nterstate Route 79 in
Morgantown, West Virginia, about 50 milcs west ol Girantsville,

A number of historic sitcs attract travelers 1o the Grandsville arez.  As noted above, the
Cusselman [lotcl continucs to serve vistiors 1o the town. It is the oldest hotcl operating in
CGraarett County and probably the oldest hotel on T8, Route 40 in continnous operation.
In addition to providing lodging for travelers, the Cassclman atiracts both visilors and
residents to #s reslauran{ and bakeshop. 1n recent years, Cassciman Vonitres acquived
the old elemeniary school, across Main Strect from the hotel, and converted # info
apariments, offices, and shops, scveral of which scll focal crafls,

Twe principal tourist attractions just easi of the Grantsville town Iimits arc Casschnan
River Bridpe Stafc Park and the Penn Alps — Spruce forest Artisan Village complex. The
Cassclman River Bridge, with its 80-foot long arch, was built in [813 lo carry the
Cumberiand Rowl across the Casselman River at Little Crossings. At the {ime of is
conslrection, 1 was the longest single-span stonc arch bridge in the counlry. The stone
bridge canvied traffic for 120 vears until a sleel through-truss bridge replaced it in 1933 to
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carry 108, Route 40 traffic across the Casselman River. The stone bridge had to be
closed to al! iraffic in 1953 due to deterioration of the sidewalls. Thanks {o the efforts of
Iarry Ydwards, the bridge was preserved, and statc funds were allocated to creale the
adjaccnt five-acre park.

Perm Alps and the Spruce Forcst Artisan village are nonprofit organizalions cstablished
by Dr. Alte Schrock to preserve and promote local history. The Penn Alps crall slore,
founded in 1958, markels the handiwork of local artists and arkisans. The Pam Alps
restaurant, which opened in 1959, specialives i German dishes. The eraft store and
restaurant arc located in a log structure buill m 1818 as the Little Crossing Inn, a
slagecoach stop on the National Road.

Spruce Forest Artisan Village, focafed noxt to Penn Alps, consists of a number of original
tog cabins that were relocated from sies w1 and near Grantsville and restored. The cabins
now scrve as work and display arcas for sphimers, weavers, potters, stained glass workers,
wood sculptors, hird carvers, and other crafts people. Spruce Forest Artisan Viilage is
the site of the annual Summer Fest, an cvent that showcases the tulents and products of
samme seventy arfisans, A concurveni quilt show is held in town at the restored church al
Poan Alps.

NATURAL F¥FEATURES
Climate

Temperatures in Grantsville average 28 degrees i the coldest months (Decomber,
Tanuary, February) and about 68 doprecs in July. Temperatures diop below freesing
approximately 150 days annually. Winds arc gencerally fram the west and northwesl.

Grantsvillc averages about 140 raimy days per year, with annmmal precipitation averaging
47 inches. Hceavicst precipitation Is in early to mid-swmmer, Aptomn and carly winter
are the driest scasons. The town is located in a snow bell and receives approximately 80
mehes of snowiall per vear.

Lopography

Within the town limits, Grantsviile’s land is gently sloping. Elevalions range from 2,220
feel above sea tevel on the cast cdpe of Town to 2,450 feet at the southweslern comer of
the town. Along the Casselman River cast and sonth of town, Big Shade Run wesl und
south of fown, and Slaubaugh Run north of town, the land is stecply sloping, often in
cxcess of 25 pereent.

Sotls

All of the sails In Grantsvitle and its surrounding area are classificd as part of the Gilpin-
Dekalb-Cookport soils associstion. (A soil associalion is a landscapc that has a
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distinctive proportional paltern of individual soil types.) The Gilpin-Dekalb-Cookport
assoctation contains gently sloping to steep, moderately deep, welt-drained and
moderately well solls formed over gray to yellowish acid sundstone and shale rocks,
ominantly non-stony. While much of this association cun be and is cultivated, lurge
areas arc beller suited to forage wrops and pastures becsuse of wetnoss and dreinage
problems, or becausc of crosion hazards on sloping to steep arcas.

The dominant Gilpin and Dekald soils provide very good builiding sites, with some
lirmiations because of slope and depth fo bedrock. Cookport soils and the important
minor soils have limitations for huilding sites bocause of seasonal wotness, parlicubarly
for buildings with bascments. Linmilations on scwage isposal by soptie tanks are severc
over most of this association, because of subsoil wetness, or beeanse of Wmited depth to
bedrock in most arcas, and in many arcas hecause of siope.

Gruntsvillc and the imnediate surrounding area do nol conlain any soil types that ure
ideally suited for all types of development, but they do contain many soil types that are
suitable for development with some limitations, The following soil {ypes are found
within the Grantsville town Hmits. {Scc Appendix A for Full names ol soil fypes.)

* scveral soils characterized by seasonal high waier {CoB3, CiB, Ci(22, BB, and
Er(C2). These soils may conluin probloms in conslruction and maintenance of
buildings and in salt on-sile sewage disposal.

*  some shallow soils for which bedrock is within four {cef of the ground surface
(DbB, GnB2, and GnC2). Basement construction may be difficult in those soils
and on-site sewage disposal is tmpractical because of the soil’s Emited abilily o
filtor and absorb scwage.

* pockets of soil {ypes BrA and BrB that are highly unsuitable (07 development duc
to a hiph waler {able. The Granisville Park is located in (he wrea in which these
soil types are found.

Immediately north and south of town, the soil iypes are generafly ssitable for
development with the constraints of scasonal high water and Hmited depih fo bedrock.
Much of the arca to the west of the town limils contains seils Thal are unsuitable for
development, inclading several strip mine areas.

Therc s @ large area of unsnitable soils just cast of {(he lown limits. Soils are also
unsuitable along the Cassclman River, Big Shade, and Siaubangh Run cast and south of
town as a vesult of a high water tuble, flood hazard and, in some cascs, steep slopes.

Mosi past development in Grantsville oecurred in soil types that are not idesl. (Gencrally,
however, development has not oceurred in soils that arc completely unsuitable. The
lovution sclocted for the Grantsvilic Patk was based on the identification of soil types that
were not suitable for other developmenl. The Garrcft County Grading And Crosion
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Control Ordinance minimizes any soil and erosion Impact that new development would
have in poor sol arcas.

Hydrology

Grantsvilie is Iocated in the Casselman River walershed, a basm belween Negro and
Meadow Mountains that drains info the Cassehman River and its tiibutaries. The enbire
watershed consists of 68.7 sguarc miles of land in north central Garrett county and
additiomal land in Pernsylvamia,  Unlike the remainder of Maryland in which
precipitation drains into the Chesapeske Bay and the Atlanhc Ocean, precipitation over
maost of Garrett County, including the Cassebman River watershed, eventually flows info
the Gulf of Moexico.

The Neorth and South Branches of the Casselman River each origmale aboul gighl {o ten
miles south-southwest of Grantsvilic. The North Branch of the Casselman River flows
through a region that containg many abandonced coalmincs that have polluted the sfream
with acid mine dratnage. The Norlh and South Branches flow gencrally northward and
meet to fonmn the main stem of the Casselman River aboul {wo miles south of Grantavilic.

The major tributarics that flow into the Casseiman just south of the town are Spiker Run
aitd Big Shade Run.  Iust north of iks juncture with Big Shade Run, the Casselamm tuims
o the easl Another tribulary School housc Ren, {lows into the Casschman just after the
river lwms norib again o pass Grantaville on the east. Slaubaugh Run and Crab Run arc
iributaries that join the Casselman {o the norlheast of town,

From the Grantsville arca, the Cassehman River continues flowing north until # reaches
Rockwood, Pennaylvania, where it turns fo the sowthwest, flowing into the Youghiogheny
River near Confluence, Pennsylvaria, The Youghiogheny joins the Monongahcla River
just south of Pitisburgh, Penmsylvania. Furiher downsiream, the Monongahela and
Allegheny Rivers join to foirm the Chio River that flows into the Mississippd River and
gventuaily the Galf of Mexico.

No rivers or streams low within the corporate Himits of Grantsville. However, a storm
drainage ditch that originaies I a feld north of the Granisville Park {lows neardy
constanthy, even in div weather. The water fraverses the pask In an snderground condul,
recincrges in an open diteh, and then alternates between open ditches and conduits as it
flows southcast fhrough the town fo the Cassclman River. H discharges mnto the
Casselman River at a point befween the aliernate Rontc 40 Bridge and the historic stonc
arch bridge over the Casselman,

‘Fhe Towns Waste Water “Ireatment Plant is located at the east end of lown belind the
Cassclman River Bridpge, This plant was put into wse in 1989, It has 4 maxibmum daily
capacity of 600,000 paltons. Owr daily usape is 100,000 pallons per day, with higher
inflient daring rainy periods,

The areas served are the towns of Grantsville, Chestoul Ridge, Jemings, Good Will
Mennonite home and the Northern Oarrett Industrial Park.  PFutvre demands will be
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Closet Muid, Cassclridge Basl, ind future extension 1o recently anncxed arcas on Tocker
Lane und & proposcd development of proporty along Springs Road bordering Hemlock
Thrive,

Grantsville is located in a geologic formation known as the Conemaungh formation {hat
cxtends down the conter of the Casselman River Watershed. The Concmaugh formation

is of minor importance as a groundwatcr sonree wilhin the Cassclman hasin,

Mineral Besources

The Casselan River basin and nearby areas have a rich history of mincral resource
production. Mining of coal inmnediately comes to mind; however, clay, natural gas, peat
moss, and stone also have heen mined in the arca.

The Cassclman syneline is a downward arching geolopic formation with an axis that
bears approximately N 30° I to N 45° E. Tt can be traced from #s southemn ond at Docp
Crock Lake (where Nepro and Meadow Mountains join) norlheastward through the fowns
of Granisville and into Pennsylvania. The Conomaugh geologic formation, which was
created 240 million years age, and the Allcgheny and Pottsville formations, which wers
vreated cven carbier, is the upper level strala of the Cassclman syncline and other
synclines in Garrelf County, These formalions contain coal deposits.

The major coal scams in the Cassehnan syncline arc the Harlem, Brush Creck, and Upper
Freeport seains. Most of {he mining of these seams has been strip mining was very
infense and, by the laler part of the decado, fire clay was no longer being mined,

Five clay, which underiies coal beds in the Upper and Lower Conemaugh formations, wags
also mined in the area during the early 1970°s. Fhe mining was very intense and, by the
later part of the decadc, firc clay was no longer being mined,

On Negro Mountain localed southwest of Grantsville, was developed by the Cumberlund
and Allegheny Gas Companty after the drilling of an initial producing wetl in 1965. Two
additional wolls were completed and the iolal production throngh 1972 was more than
three billion cubic feet.  Production for the most part ceased wound the mid-1970.
Presently, there is only onc well {hal produces sporadicaliy.

Peat bogs arc formed by plant succession in water in & depression that is poorly drained
or not drained at all. R tukes hundreds of years for u foot of peat to form. The peat found
i Garrett County is quite often stratilted, with a dark upper humus peat layer und a lower
fibrous layer. The peat is used as a soil conditioner and is cspecially good for plants such
as thododendrons and cvergroens.

In 1963, the Frec State Brand Corporation began harvesting and marketing peat from
bogs about 12 miles south of Grantsville. The bogs were located along Cherry Creek in
the Dccp Creek Take watershod ncar the divide betwcen that watershed ind the
Casschiman River watershed. Most of the peat was sold within a 200-mile radius of the
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bops. Pue fo wetlands regulalions and other cnvirommental concermns, most psat moss
oporations ccased by the mid 1980°s. Al about thaf timc, the Nafure Conservancy
purchased most of the land into which Free State (now known as Garrott Peat Products)
would have expanded its harvesting of peat. The company ceased all peat harvesting at
{he end of 1991,

The southern cnd of the Casseliman River basin is flooved with a considerable thickness
of the Lower Concmangh formation and the Allegheny formation, Mahoning sandstonc,
sundsiones of (he Allegheny formation, and Homewood sandstone characterize this arvea.
Several major quarries have been in operation since the mid-1960 In the Granisville Aves,
Products marketed include dimension sundsione and crashed sandstone.

Prime Avnculiaral Tands

Primc agricultural land is property thal is available for farming and that has the
combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producg food, feed, forage,
fiber, and oilseed crops. It has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture sapply
needed to economncally produce sustained high wiclds of crops when trealed and
managed accordiig to acceplable farmung methods. For a property fo be considered
primc farmiand, the soil must have accepiuble levels of permeability, acidity or alkalinity,
and sodimn, and must contain few or no rocks. The property must have an adequate and
dependable water supply from precipitation or irrigation.

SENSITIVE AREAS

The Bconomic {zrowth, Resource Protection, and Planning Act of 19592 5 a Statc law that
requires local governmonts to include a sensitive areas element in their comprehensive
plans. This element muosi contain goals, objoctives, principies, policies, and standards
designed to protect sensitive aveas from the adverse cifects of development. Four
cnvironmentally scnsitive areas that require protection under the Act arc (1) strcams and
their bullers, {2) 100-year floodplains, (3) habitats of thyealened and endangered specics,
and (4) steep slopes, Local jurisdictions may choose to protect other {ypes of semsitive
areas mcluding natural and culiural resources such as scenic vistas, historic properiies,
and archaeological sites. The sechions thal follow deseribe sensitive arcas in and around
the Town of Grantsville.

Stresms and Thenr BufTers

The Casselman River and the major siveams near Granisville arc shown on the sensitive
arcas map in Fignre 3. As discussed in the section on hydrology, there arc no streams
within the Town of Grantsville, cxcept a storm water drainage ditch that produecs an
almosi constant flow through the town and info the Casselman River.

10
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Prescrvation of natural land and vegetation along a slream provides a buffer that protects
the stroam from sediment, nitrogen, phosphorous, and other runcff pollutants. The only
formal stream buffer in the vicinity of Granisville is the Casselman River Bridge State
Pk which protcets a small area along the Cassebnan River from devoloprent  The
Town’s wastowatcr trealment pland is located adjacent to the park. Steep slopes belwesn
the town and the Casselman River have detorred other development in this avea. No
formal bulfers have been established slong Big Shade Run and Slaubaugh Run, the two
other streams that flow closest to Grantsville. Sieep slopes between the town and Big
Shade Run have deterred dovelopment there, while most of the land botween the town
atu! Slaubangh ran is uscd for [anning,

Floodplains

The 100-year floodplain is the land arca along a slream (hat is susceptible to inundation
by a flood of & magnitude that would b expecied to occur on average onty once cvory 100
yeurs as & result of rainfall and runoff from upland arcas. The [00-year floodplaing of
streains ncar (rantsville are shown i Figure 3. Nonc of the floodplains encroaches on
the town. The parcel that containg the Town’s wastowater {reatment plant extends into
the [00-year floodplain of the Cassclman River, However, all components of the
treatmen{ plant are located ontside the Hoodplain,

Habitats of Theeatened andgd Endaneersd Species

Caortair areas, dus 1o their physical or biological Fealures, provide importunt slements for
the maimnienancs, expansion, and long-term swrvival of threatened and endangcred
© species, These aveas, called habitats, may include breeding, feeding, resting, migratory,
o over wintering arcas. Physical or biological features of habitats may include the
siructure and composifion of the seil, vegetation, and faunal community; water chemislry
and quality; and geologic, hydrologic, and microclimatic factors. Habitats may need
special managemeni or profection becausc of their importance o comservation of
threatencd or endangered species.

The Maryland Nataral Heritage Program s vesponsible for monitoring and documenting
the well being of cndangered and threatened species. No habitais for cndanpered or
threatened spccics have been found within the town Hmits of Grantsville. However, the
Program is monitoring a nember of plant and animal specics found in and along the
Casclman River, The Sensitive Areas Map prescnts the slalus of these special species
that ocenr n and slong the stretch of river between Maryland Route 405 just south of
Spiker Run and the Pennsylvania line. Figure 3 shows the location of habitat for thesc
species it and along the stretch ol river closesl {o Grantsville.

The classifications “endangered,” “threatened, © and “ in nced ol conservation™ are
official statc designalions under Marvland’s Bndanpered Species Law,  Threatened
specics are those that could become endangered. Uncommon species that are considered
scetire but occur only in localized populations are placed ot a watch Hst. The

1t
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Fiewre 3, Sensitive Aveas/Existing Land Use
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classification “rarc” ts given lo species that are found in fower than 21 locafions m (he
statc.

The plant species classificd as cndangered are the puiple meadow-paranip, narrow-lcave
horse gentian, gooscioot corn salad, leatherwood, grove sandwort, and purple oalgrass.
These specics arc found mostly on the wooded shores of the Casselman River, One of
the larpest stands 1n Maryland of the rare specics Canada vew can be found in the rocky
forcst near the tiver. The Canada yow looks like 3 hemlock lres, except that it never
grows higher than five fect.

Of the animal spceics listed in Figure 1, the hellbender or water dog is notoworthy in that
it is currently under consideration for federal endangered specics protection becuuse ils
home rivers have been polluted. Ileltbenders are North American salamanders that can
grow to two feet or more in length. They cat mostly crayiish, snails, and woims and can
live up to 35 years. ‘the malc pnards a nest of 200 1o 500 eges laid under a fat rock in
ihe summer. ‘The ilclibender prefors fast, cool, clear Appalachian Mousntain strcams with
wocky bottoms. These types of streams are also good habitat for the stonceat, a smail
catfish with light spots in frond imd behind #s dorsal or top fin. The stoneeat is ¢lassified
48 rare.
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Yown of Granisvifle
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Sieep Slopes

Stcep slopes are considered sensitive aress because of their poteniial for soil crosion and
stope instability, as wel as the diversity of plant and animal species found on undistarbed
stopes, Clearing and grading of land resulfs in increased soll erosion. The steeper {be
slope iy the greater the evosion problem, Runofl frotn raintall carries eroded soil into
streams. By increasing the turbidity of the siream, this sediment destroys the stream’s
plant and animal life. In addifion, the sediment curries heavy meials, pesticides,
nuirients, and other pollutants that deprade water guality.

Tor purposes of this veporl, slopes over 13 perceni are considered stcep. The Town of
Grantsville is characterized by gently sloping terrain.  One area within the town limits
slopea preater than 15 porcent  this area extends southeast from the wiersection of
Dorsey Holet Road and Main Sircof across fhe town boundary to the banks of the
Cassehnan River. The portion of {his land that is within the town boundaries has alveady
been developed for residential snd agricullural sses,

Outside the town limits, the closcst steep slopes to Granisville occur along the banks of
Big Shade Run, Slavbaungh Run, and the Cassclman. 'Fhere are also steep slopes along
Spiker Rum, Taitle Shade Run, and Crab Run. The locations of slopes greater than 15
percent are showi on the sensilive areas map in Figare 3.

Scenic Arcas and Viewsheds

Scenic arveas and vicwsheds arc inelnded in this roport as sensitive areas because ihe
scenery surrounding Gramisviile s one of the town’s most valuable and breplaceabie
resources. Cassehnuan River Bridge Siuie Park, with 1is view of the historic sfonc arch
bridpe, Is a noteworthy scenic area just oufside the CGhrunisville lown limils, The
Grantevillc cometery, which is located just outside the southwest comer of lown, provides
a good view of the town itscll and the surronnding rolling hilts dotted with farms.

1istoric and Archueclopical Siies

(irantaville and its smrounding arca comprise one of the most historic seclions of Garrsll
Counly., Because of the importance of prescrving historic and archaeological sites, these
oo are meluded m this reporl as sensifive arcas.  According to the Maryland listorical
Trust, the following siructures ave hsled on the Nalional Register or arc National Repister
cligihle.

*  Fuller-Baker Log House

* The Cassclman Hotcl

*  Slanton’s Mill

*  Casselman River Bridge

* Main Building at Penn Alps

14
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The following archaeclogical sites swround Grantsvillc on the north, northeast, west,
south, and seuthwest. The sites inventoried arc both hislovic and prehistoric properties.
The Maryland Ilistorical Trust has a policy of net revealing exact locations of properties
in plamming documcnts, in hopes of preventing vandalism of the sites. These sites arc
listed i1 the Maryland imventory onty, and nol the National Register,

inv. Nao. Site Nane
(TA 06 Shade Run N
A 67 Shude Run I3
Iav. Mo Sitc Name
GCA 69 Shadc Hollow
GA T8 Stanton™s MGH
GARd Maust
GA 93 Field # 10
GA 94 Field # 11
GA 95 Iicld # 12
GA 86 Ficld £ 13
(GA 113 Fieid # 200
GA 114 Frekd # 207
Ga 115 Field #f 208
GA 118 Tield# 21t
GA 119 Ficld # 212
A 1IR3 Ficld # 319
{(3A 226 Field # 338
GA 240 Thistie Inn
GA 281 Wall 39
GA 298 Shadc Run
CA 299 Poscy Rd, School

DEMOGRAPHICS AND PROJECTIONS

Population Charactertslics and Vronds

Grantsvitle’s population of about 250 af the turn of the ninclesnih century had dropped to
175 by ihe {um of the twonticth century. According to 1.8, Census data, the Town grew
fastest between 1920 and 1930 when the population increased from 264 residents to 400
restdents, a gain of 52 percents. Grantsville’s population crossed the 500-esident
threshold during the 1960°s. Since that time, {he highest popuiation reporled by the .S,
Census was 619 i 2000 and the lowes! population was 498 in 1980, Figure 2 shows
Grantsville’s population as reporied by the 118, Census in 31880 and cach decade
beginning in 1900, {The population of Grantsvillc in 1890 is not wvailablc.)

15
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The 2000 population of Grantsville was reported as 619, including 99 percent white
vesidents and one percent residents of Asian origin. The median age of Granisville
residents fn 2000 was 369 years, Figure 4 shows fhe 2000 age composition of
Grantsville’s population. There were 468 adubls vesidents (ages 18 and over) of which 89
were 65 years of age or older in 2000. The population of cinldren {residents lcss than I8

years ol age) was 151,

Crantsville's age composilions m 1990 and 2000 showed a sipnificant increase. There
was & sixteen percent incresse in the 18 to 44 year old gromp, a thity threc percent
increasc in the 435 to 04 year old group and a fifteen pevcent increase for the 65 years and
older age group between 1990 and 2000, There was also an eleven percenl merease of
vesidents under 18 years old. The proportion of scnior citizens was stable over the 20-

yeur period.

Figrre 2

Town of Granisvifle

POPULALION (1880 . 2000}

Population Change
Year Grantsviile Number Percent
Population

LBE0 22}

L0 175 - 45 -394
193140 248 + 73 +42%%
1920 204 + 16 +
1930 00 1336 13245
Ll £65 105 +16%
1350 401 -1} i
1944 £46 -15 -3 %
1970 517 +71 ! T6G
L&D £OE -19 w9
1iHA 0= +7 +13%%
2000 £19 +114 +18%%

SOURCE: 5.5, Bureau of the Census

A relatively large proportion of Grantsville’s population, 14 percent, is elderly. DBy
comparison, 14.9 percent of Garrelt County’s popalation and 11.3 poreent of Maryland’s
nopulation were 05 vears of age or older i 2000,

The actual resident composition of Granteville’s population also is stable. 53 perceni of
residents hved in the same house af the time of the 2000 consus as in 1995,

i
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Nonetheless, about 6 percent of those who resided in Grantaville in 2000 Hved ouiside the
State of Maryland i 1995,

Leas than iwo percent of Granteville’s residents were bom outside the United States.
About three percent of residents reporied speuking & language other than English.

According to the 2000 census, 79 percent of Grantsville residents over the age of 25 were
high school or college graduates. Sixtcen percent held a Bachelor™s degres or higher. Of
the school-age residents (five to 17 years old), 92 perceni were enrolled in elementary or
high school.

Figure 3
Town af Grantsvilie
Age Composition of Pepulation

Age Composition 1990 & 2000
Grantsville, Maryland

2 -
>0 1990

& 2000

206-

150

017 18-44 45-64 65+

1996 135 193 101 76
206006 151 230 149 89

SOLUMLCE: L3S FBureny of the Consies

In 2000, Grantsville’s pepulation was comprised of 278 househeolds Including 178
famikies and 100 non-family houscholds, Of the family households, 121 were marricd-

17
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couple families, 16 were families wilh male heads of housshold, and 41 were families
with fiamale heads of household.

One respeet in which Grantsville changed hetween 1990 and 2006 was in the number of
households, While the town’s population grew by eighieen percend over thal pariod, the
number of houssholds grew by bwenty seven percent from 201 houssholds in 1990 (0 278
households in 2000, The average househpid size remained the same at 2.2 people
average por honschold.

Tuble 4
%2 Age Composition of Grastsvilie s Populaiion
PN 1990 1950
No. % No. % No. i)
Fess than 18 years 151 25 1as 27 133 27
18 to &4 vears 379 6l 294 38 294 50
63 years and older 2 I4 ir S 6o 14
Totai Popuiation Gi% 104} 363 100 498 1043

SOURCT: Maryland Deparbmenl of Planning, Planning Dala Scrvices

{ne method of projecting population is to apply & lechnigue known as least-sguares
Hnear regression analysis to historical data. The use of this method to project population
for the Town of Grantsville is deseribed in Appendix B. Figure 5 shows Grantsville's
actual population as roported in cach U8, Census [rom 1930 through 1990 and the
projected population of 533 in (he year 2000 and 548 M the year 2010 oblamed from the
Hnear regression analysis. These projeciions mesn that Grantsville would have anet gain
of 28 residents bebtween 1990 and 2000 {a six percent increase In popuiation) and a net
gain of 15 residents betweean 2000 and 2010 {a three pereent incrcasc in population).

in a town with a popnlalion as small as Grantaville’s, one relalively large subdivision or
other residential developmenl project could morease populefion significantly. T is
reasumabie o assume, however, that unless special efforts are made fo encourage growth,
the Population of Grantsville will chanpe very little between now and the year 2010,

Housing

According 10 the 2000 census, {here were 298 housing vnits i Grantsville of which 278
or 93 percent were ccoupied. Of the occupled units, about 50 percent were owner-
occupied while 50 percent were rented. By comparison, there wore 217 housing units in
Grantsville in 1980 of which 201 or 73 porcont were occupied. Of the ocoupried units, 64
percent were owner-occupied and 36 percemi were renled m 1990, The nereases in
housing umtis beiween 1980 and 1990 was 27 percent, which was more than adeguate to
accommodate the sight percent Increass in the munber of households,
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Acconding to 2000 census daty, 81 percent of Granisville’s housing tnits were built prior
o 1980,  Fifty-five percent of the units were single-unit attached and detached
structorcs; 44 percent were structures wilh [Fom {wo to morc than ten units; and 1 percent
were mobile homes or trailors. With only a few exceptions, Granisville’s housing units
arc vory wall mamtained.

Fignre 5
Towe of Granirvifle
Popelation {1930-20053
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The median value of Grantsviile’s owner-ocoupied housing nnits was $93,600 in 2000,
This valae was close fo the $86,400 median value of housing unils in Gurett County as a
whole in 2000, but far below the $146,000 median value of housing units in Maryland.
Filty-lhvee percent of (rantsville’s owner-occupicd housing units were valued at less
than $100,000.

Census data show {hat 13.2 porcent of Granisville’s homcowners spent more than 35
percent of {hew income on housing cosls in 2000, By comparison, only 14.6 percent of
Garrett County homcowners and 16.1 percent of Maryvland homeowners spent more than
35 percent of their income on housing.

According to consus dala, 25.4 poreent of Granisville’s renters spenf more than 35
percent of their income on rent in 2000. By comparisen, 23 pereent of Garrstt County
renters and 27 percent of Maryland renters had rent costs that excesded 35 percont of
their income,

{rrantsville has two housing complexes that were doveloped with government assistance,
Stumer Hill Apartments, consiructed under the U.S, Depariment of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Section 202/8 program, opened in Fuly 1989, It conlaing 18 units
designated {or elderly or disabled resident. Another complex, Mcadow View Apartments
on Cemelery Road, renamed Meadow View Drive, was completed in 1993 and was
constructed through a Ioan {rom the US. Departinent of Agricullure, Farnners Home
Administration, and Scction 515 Rural Rental Housing Progrum. The Mcadow View
Drive confains 36 units lor persons with low and moderate incomes. In 2004, Garrelt
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Countty Communily Achon completed the construction of Cassclridge, a State and
Vederally assisted affordable housing lax credil project, Cassclridpe is a mulifamily
dovelopment consisting of 36 units. Community Action is also responsible for a single
{family subdivision on Durst Cowt, that was created to supply an income stream for the
financing of the Sentor Center.

Economic Conditions

Businesses and Emplovers

The dviving force behind Grantsville’s apricnitural cconomy is, prunarily fanns operaled
by Mennonite and Amish famibies, These farms have shown resilicnec to the crosion of
family farms that has cccured throughout the country over the past several decades. The
main product of Grantsville arca farms is fluid mitk. There is also a Jocal markel for
Hyestock due io the presence of Yodor’s Incorporated, a meat smoking and packing
company.

The Flushing Shirt Campany is the major emplover witinm the lown lintils of Granisville.
According fo a biannual survey conducted by Garreit County in 1990-91, the company
employed 263 people.  Other major cmployors In the area are Ilarbison-Wualker
Refractory Company thal i clay reftactory located abowt three miles owtside of
Grantsviile on Maryland Route 495 mnd employing 128 people. Beitzol corporation, an
industrial design and construction firm that has 100 employees at their Bittinger Faeility
and 15 to 20 cmplovces at a facility in nearby Pemnsylvenin, Ta addition, Voder’s
mgorporated, employing 95 people at its plant on Springs Road just oulsule (he
Grantsvitle {own limnts, Tn addition, numcrons small busincsses n and near the fown
provide employment for residents of Granlsville and the surrounding area.

Ineome

I general, income levels in Grantsville are slightly lower than mcome levels i olher
parts of Garrell Counly and considerably lower than income icvels in the rest of
Maryland. According to data from the 1.8, Census, the median income for Grantsville
houscholds in 1990 was $27,778, thirteen percent less that the $32,238 median houschold
income in (Garrctt County and forty five porcant less than the 552,868 mediant household
ingome for Maryland as a whele. These data arc shown graphically in Figure 6.

{Consistent with the relatively high proportion of elderly in Grantsville, the percentages of
houscholds reeeiving social security income (22.6 percent) and relivement income (( 1.5
percont) in 1999 were higher for Grantsville than for the rest of Garelt Counly or
Marland, Mean social sccurity income was also higher in Grantsville {§11,290) than
the county {$10,308) or the stale ($11,170), bt mean rotircment income was
constderably less in Grantsville ($13,042) than i Garrell County ($15,120) or Marviand
(321,3700.
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Figure 8, Town of Grantsvilie
Median Household fneome (1995
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The percentage of honseholds recciving public assistance income was 4.1 percent in
Grantsvilie, higher than the Maryland rate of 2.4 pereent, and higher than the 3.1 percent
rate veported for Garrett County. Simifarly, Granteville had a higher percentage of the
popudation below the poverty level (22.2 perecnt) than Garrett Counly (9.8 percent), and
than Maryland as a wholc (6.7 percent). The pallerm was similar for the percentages of
familics below the peverly level, including fnmilies with childven less than five years of
agc and familics headed by females. For each of these groups, Grantsvifle had a higher
porcentage of the population below the poverty level than did Garvell County and
Matyland as a whole.

Grantsville is in a betier relulive position regarding the percentuge of s ciderly
population Jiving in poverty, Grantsville’s eldexty population was less likely to be below
the poverty level (8.8 percent) than wore the elderly populations of Garrctt Counly (13.9
poreent) but consistent with the state (R.5 percent).

Fisyre 7
Sefected 1999 come Data Fop
Granfsvifie, Gareeti Connty and Marvland Garrett

Creomtsvitle Connty Macyland
o O HOUEEIFDLDE WIFH WASE AND SALAKY #COME FA.5% T59% F3.40
%4 of households ywith secial securily incomg A26% 1A% 22.5%
heas social securily ingome 31,2490 510,304 5130
% al hagschold with retirerest ingomg £1.5% 18,650 I87T%
Mot reliresnent izceme 513047 518,120 521,370
% 0of honzcliolds with public zssizmnee nsome 4 F% 3.1% 2.4%
Meaw puhlic ssmistznec ineotne 31473 51,843 £2,729
% arf frralfics below poverty love 22.2% 2,82 £
o of fermilfes with cluildren wisder 5 below poverty lovel AT 5.7 10.7%
% of emnate headed Tumilics below pover Ly Jeved al .4 30.1% 18.4%%
B ol Eeers fer Rradedd 2 miling weith elahlm ameder S ko aoeriu fevel 77 55 Sg N

SOMIRCE: ULS, Bervan of the Cansus, 2000 smrvey of 1999 ineome
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Economtc Development

Garrett County officials are working to atiract addironal emplovers to the Grantsville
arca through development of the Northem Garett ndustiial Park aboul a hali-mile sast
of the Intorstate 68 infcrchange south of Grantsville, FThe County cuirently owns just less
than 43 acres at this site, which has been suhdivided into ninc lots ranging in size from
1.5 acres to 12 acres. An additional 70 adjacent acres may be available in the fatore.

Garrett County has spent over $2 million for site improvemenis fo the mdusirial park.
These improvements include an aceess road from Maryiand Roufe 248-11, a polable
water system, a fire flow watcr systom, a wastowater systenl, wetlands and storm water
managements, and service agreements [or provision of clectricity and natural gas by
publicly regulated utilities,

in 1993, the Connty consiructed a gravity and pressure system fo lransmil wastewaler
from the indusirial park to the cxisting {Grantsville inforceptor. Wastewater feahnent is
by the exsiimg Grantsville lrealment plant, The Town has committed 5,000 gallons per
day of freatment plant capacity to the industial park.

The industrial park water nceds have been cstimated at 3,000 gallons per day. No mujor
water-heaning sirata have been found on the industrial park sitc. Consequently, the
county has conslrucled a water tank on Negro Moun{ain o provide potabic water to the
indusirial park through a commection to the Town’s waler distribubion sysiem,

T.AND USE

Existing Pallern of Development

About two-thirds of Grantsviile's developed land parcels are commmitled lo residential
use, {Sce Figure 3 for a map of existing land use.) The typical residential purcel s gbowl
onc-third of an acre and contsins a dotached single-family dweiling. Most of the
remaining  parcels contain  commercial buildings.  Many eof the comunercial
estabhishments are localed along Main Street or between Ravine and Miller Strects, cast
of Hershberger Lane. The commmercial establishmenis are miermmngled with residences
and public bulldings, sometimes sharing parcels with these other uses.

Granlsville 18 a cenler of commerce for north coniral Garrett County as well as a
destmafion and ilermediated slop for travelers, i conlains a wide range of business
establishments including several antique stores, un sulomobile dealership, (wo aulo parts
stores, two hanks, a barber shop and several haivdressers, A car wash, 8 convenionce sfore,
a day carc contcr, an cxcavation company, a forist, a funeral parlor, several gascline
service stalions, a grocery sfore, a hardware sforc, an insurancc ageney, a Laundromat,
law offices, a Hguor store, a motor lodge and restaurani, a pharmacy, a pizzeria, scveral
realty fims, a taxidernust, snd a bre desler. Guanisvitle has one area of indusivial
development occupied by the Flushing Shart Company.
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Public Land and Parks

The Granisville Park is located on sbout 14.5 acres in {he norlh cenlral portion of the
iown, The Grantsviile Lions Club raised $40,000 {o assisl in the development of the
purk. The Grantsville Municipal Building 1s locsted just west of the park.  Other
institutional buildings are spread thvoughouwt the town. These include an clomentary
school iocated near the town's southesstemn boundary; Oufrcach Center, which houses the
Health Deparitnent, Social Services and Garrett College, the volunileer five depariment
which shares several parccls with the Flushing Shivl Company; the rsscue squad and
health climic located af MiHer and Chivch Streets; and the recently constructed Ruth
Enlow Library located adjacent o the puwrk on Hershberger Lanc. The athletic ficld
behind the Grantsville Elemeniary School and the Grantsville Nature Walk and Wildlife
Habitat provides open space on the south side of town that complements the park on {he
north side of lown.

Auricubtural Land

Roughly, 50 to 60 acres of property are being used for agriculture within {he lown lHmits
of Granisville, Al of the agricaltural land within the corporale boundaries 1s located on
the perimeler of the town. Agpricultural land is localed in the soultheast and southwest
comers of the town’s boundarics and on the western boundary nerth of Main Street. In
addition, much of the land that was amexed wnd on both the north and sowth sides of
town is being used for agriculiure und low density development.

Vacard Land

There wre roughly 20 wvacant parecls in Granisville, These parcels, whichk are
milermingled with residential and commercial properties, total between 10 and 20 acres.

Existing Land Use in Relation to the Comprehensive Plan

Grantsville’s pattern of development is gencrally consislent with the conprehensive
development pian adopted by the Town in 1995, That plun provided for Town Center
Axea along Main Street, Miller Streel, and Springs Read in which densely developed
residential proporty would interrmingle with & variety of commereial and public uscs.

The Comprehensive Development Plan also provided for & Town Residential Aves that
conlained nearly all of the fown’s vacant tand as well as exisling residences. Relatively
dense residential deveclopment (four houses per acre) was envisioned for this area. In
fuct, during the cosuing years, many of the vucant purcels have been developed for
residential usc.

Several devialions from the original plan occwred in the Town Residential Avca. Miller

Stree! was exiended from Pennsylvania Avenue to Springs Road. Horshberger Lane was
consiructed along the westem edec of Grantsvilic Park.  Along Miller Siresf between
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Penmsylvamia Avenue and Hershberger Lanc, a mixtnre of residemntial and commercial
uses was peomifed, T addition, Hill Sireet was constructed west of the parde, and the
Grantsville Mucipal Building wuas consiructed al the inlersection ol Hill Strect and
Hershberper Lane, The parcel adjacent to the westhound exii ramyp from Interstafc 68
was developed for conuncreial usc, alihough in the plan it was within the area designaled
for Town Residential use.  In addition, the athlctic ficld behind the elementary schood
oceupies Jand thal was designated for Town Residential use.

The old clementary school on Main Street has been converted Mio o mxed use that
includcs apartments, offices, and rotail shops. The Garrett County {listorical Soclety is
using ihe former Rulh Enlow Library for their now muscnm. This use is consistent with
the Town Center land use consislent wilth other parcels on Main Strect.  The new
elementary school was built on the same public/semi-public parcel {hal contained the old
clementary school.

The 1995 plan envisioned Suburban Residential development west of the cxisting town
limits. This area contwins some steeply stopad tand and has remained undeveloped.

TRANSPORTATION

Sireets and Highways in Grantsvifle

Tires State-maintained highways (alternate TS, Route 40, Maryland Rontc 495, and
Maryland Route 669) and one road maintained by Garrell Counly (Torsey Hotel Road)
arc the main traffic arerics within the Town of Grantsville. Inside the lown lhmis,
alternate 11LS. Route 40 is known as Main Street, Maryland Ronte 669 is known as Spring
Road and Maryland Route 495 is called South Yoder Street.

Marviand Route 495 links the town to Interstate 68, It is also the prinary vouls o the
cast side of Doep Creck Lake. Maryland Route 669 and Dorsey liotel Road me both
routes {0 the Pennsyivania state linc. Maryland Statc Highway Administration recently
completed a Neighborhood Conservation Troject on MD Rounte 40, which inciuded new
sidewalks, roadway and intersection improvemenis and signage. Sidewatks have heen
constiucted along State Routes 495 and 669,

Main Street is the only routc that crosscs through the Town of Grantsville. On the west
side of town, it provides a hink beiween Maryland Routc 495 and Maryland Roufc 665,
On the east side of lown, i provides a limk belween Maryland Rouie 495 and Dorscy
{lotel Road.

Under the National Sccnic Byways Propram, the U.S. Secretary of Iransporiation
recognized certain roads as All-Amcrican Roads bascd on their archacological, cuttural,
historic, natural, vecrealional and scenic qualilies, MD Route 46, Main Strect, in
Crantsvilie has received this desigmalion.
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To receive an All-American Road designefion, a road musi possess muliiple infrinsic
qualities that arc nationaily significant and have onc-of~a-kind festures that do not exist
elsewhere. The road or ighway mwst also be considered a destination. That is the road
must provide an exceptional fraveling cxperience so recognized by travelers thal they
would make a drive alonc the highway a primary reason for their trip.

Within Grantsville, the Siale and County roads link the town’s grid of local streots. All
of Grantsville’s local streets are paved and in good condition. They arc used by horse
drawn buggies as well as motor vehicles. Miller Street, which runs parallel 1o Main
Street belween Springs Road and Dorsey Holel Road, is probably the most traveled local
streel, The five department, rescue squad, heaith clinic, and Town Park are all Jocated on
Miller Sireet.

Most of the local north-south stieets are only onc-lane wide ind 4 few blocks fong. They
serve very liltle traffic.  Only two north-south streels, Pennsylvania Avenuc and Bank
Street cross Main Sireet. Grant Street is the maujor east-west thoroughfare south of Main
Street.

Tnlerstate 68 Iinpact

The completion of inlerstate 68 has resulted in greatly improved acecss to Grantsville, T
has also provided an alternative ronte for long distance conuncreial traffic that previously
wsed the Pennsyivania Tarnpike and olher cast —west roufes.

The Maryland Department of Transportation can document a steady increasc in the usc of
U.5. Route 48 and Interstate 08 in the Granisville wres. ‘Iraffic counts botween the
Grantsville and Keyser Ridge Intorchanges have funcreased fram 13,025 vehicles per day
in 1996 o 14,650 vchicles por day in 2001, the vear in which the inferstule was
completed. State transportafion officials will continue to eoleet iraffic counts on the
ititerstate to determine whether tis upward trend continucs or levels off,

Fignire 8§
Traffic on Grantsville drea Highways
Avvetage Number of Vohigles Per Day

1993 oG 2002
Maryland Route 669 (between CGrantsville £ PA Line) 1,600 E375 1,975
Muaryland Rounte 495 (sowlh of 1-68 interchanzs) 2,204 2400 2675
Aiternate TS, Roule 40 (ust cast of MID Route 495) 2,050 1975 £,25

SOURCH: Maryland Depariment of Transportation, Slale Highway Administeation

Data from the Maryland Department of Transportation, presented in Fipurc 8, show thal
tralfic on Maryland Routc 669 between Grantsville and the Pennsylvania line increused
0 375 vehictes por day from 1997 {0 2002, Maryland Route 495 souik of the Tnierstais
08 interchange, tralfic has ncreased by 475 vehicles per day from 1991 (o 2002, Traffic
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on altarnate 1.5, Route 40 in the cenler of Grantsville inercased by 1975 vehicles per day
from 1991 to 2002. Continued monitoring of lraffic over a namber of years will be
needed lo establish the offcet of Interstate 68 on the Stale-maintamed highways.

Proprieters of several Grantsville area busincsscs including Yoder's Country Markel and
Penn Alps believe that there has been and increasce in visitors since the completion of the
inicrstate.  Other businesses, such as the Cusselman Hotel, have not cxperienced a
change in the namber of customers during that Gme. Several proprictors belicve that
profibitions against billboards aleng the interstate lessen the fmpact thal the highway
could have on then businesses if such advertising wore perimifted.

Public Transporiation

Grimisville, along with the rost of the county, is served by the Gawrelt Transil Service.
This service is provided by (he Garreti County Commmnity Action Commsifles, & non-
profit organization, through several governmeni grants. The scrviec operates 25 vehicles,
primarily vans. One van is stationed in Granisville,

The service operales as a demand-responsc system. 1rip requests made a few days in
advance can be guaranieed; requesis for immediate transportation cannot always be mei,
Mo fixed routes are operated, bul roulme travel may be scheduled in advance. For
example, the scrvice routinely caries people to job fraining in McHenry,

Four lypes of transporiation arc offored: (1) general public iransporiation; (2}
iransportation for elderly and handicapped individuvals; (3) medical fransporiation [or
Medicaid recipients; and (4) sroup charter trips.

Charpes for peneral public fransportation are based on the distance to the destination.
Senior citizens, handicapped persons, and children under 12 years old receive a reduction
from {he regular fare. Modicaid recipicnts travel free of charge if their Irip 15 for medical
PUIPOSES.

The scrvice carrics senior citizens to special evenis oulside the connty. It also provides
out-ol-county transportation for Medicaid recipients who must fravel to obiain medical
cave, Charter {rips are made on a contract basis.

Greyhound Bus Compuny also stops 1n Granisville. Dircet scviec to Morgantown mud 1o
Pittsburgh is provided once daily. Direci service io Hagerslown is provided twicce daily.
From Hagcorstown, riders can connect with buses to Ballimore, Washington, and other
eastern cilies, Ridors can also rcach Pinsburgh via Morgamtown, Tickels can be
purchased al Beachy's Pharmacy.

Pedestrian and Hicyole Movemeni

There are no public sidewallks along any of Granlsville’s slveel excepd along Statc Rowtes
40 {Main Street), 495 and 669. Pedestrians and bicycHst share the roads with motor
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vehicles and horse drawn buggics. Bocause of the low lovel of traffic on the focal streets,
this srrangement ks not been a probism,

COMMUNITY FACILITHES

Waier Suppiv Syslem

Water Sonrces

The Town of Grantsville provides water scrvice to fown residents and businesscs. Water
is supplied by four springs and four drilled wells locatcd on {he east slope of Negro
Mountain north of aliemate Route 460,

The springs have been a primary source of water for the town since 1934, with major
collector improvemcnts made i 1978 and 1979, The springs’ total production of water
cxcoeds 100,000 pallons per day during the wel season. However, during dry spells the
praduchion is nearly immessurable.

I 1949 and 1934, wells wore drilled #s back up to the springs. The 1949 well produced
about 100,000 gallons of waler per day, and the 1954 well produeed abhout 50,000 gailons
por day. The combination of the springs and the wells provided adequate supply until the
swimmer of 1991 when drought conditions caused a scvere drop in {he suoply of water,

During the 1991 drought, the springs and wells combined fo supply only 37,000 gallons
of watcr per duy to the town compared to the lown’s average daily usage of 50,000
gallons. Tn order for the Town to mect the domand for water, it had {o ely on the local
volunteer five companics {o ransport water from Little Mcadows Lake. Over onc Million
patlons of water was frucked to the Town’s water treatment plant where i was treated
prior to distribution {6 consumers.

Tn responsc lo (he problems erealed by the summer drought, the Town obtained
smergoncy assistance from the Muryland Department of the Lnvironment (MDE) and
drilied two new wells in Oclober 1991, The firsl well produced approximately 80,000
pallons per day and the secomd well produced about 12,000 gallons per day.
Uniprtunately, the first well is sited in the same aguifer as the 1949 well. This sitnation
has forced the Town to conthimc fts search for a reliable waler source.

in the fall of 1991, the Town conlracted with a hydro-geologist to assist in tocating a new
well site, Tn 1993, a well was drilled adjacent {o Little Shade Run, which was tosted
successfully at 576,000 gallons per day. Although the water 1s high in iron and
manganese, it proved {o be an entirely different aquifer from the existing wells. The new
well, which was equipped with a pamp and controls to provide up to 144,000 gallons per
day, was connected to the ofd four inch cast iron supply Yine for delivery to the filler plant
for treatment. The remainder of & $30,000 cmergency assistancc grani fom the
Maryland Department of the Environment and a $100,000 prant from the Maryland
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Department of Housing and Community Development were used to mzke these needed
improvements.

Water Treaiment

In 2001 & well was ditfled m (he Puvsdy Run fributary, which yields sufficient recovery o
pump 100 gallons per minute for 12 howrs, This wcll provides water to & new
chlorination facility located at the top of Negro Mountain, The only trcatmoent reqnired is
chlorination, This water sonvec is stored in a 400,000 gallon concrete tank, which
supplies primurily the Northern Garectt Indmstrial Park. It also has the capability of
supplving Grantsville and lhe Keyers Ridge area.

The water treatmcnt plant utilizes a pressure filler featuring iron and manpancse removal
by chiorine oxidation with lime addition for corrosion conlrol, The tacility has a
100,000-galton raw water storape tank and a 100,000 gallon freated waler storage tank.
The Town operates the treatment plant, but also maintaing a contract with the Maryland
Environmeiral Service, a guasi-governmental unit of the Maryland Department ol
Natnral Resources, for backup assistance n operaling the plant.

Name and Locations of Well sites

The T'own of Grantsville is served by two Chiorination facilitics. 'The oldest of which
was pit info service in 1989, Ii is locafed approxwmalely T 3% miles woest of town on the
north side of US Ri. 40 there arc {23 100,00 gallon tanks storing raw and freafed water.
This system Teeds the Town by way of 8” PVC Pipe. Three wells and four springs sorve
the water source of this sysiem,

Wellftl drilled in 1938 has been abandoned due {o oxtrome iron content

Well#2 located approxtmately 300 wesl of the waler plant viclds 50 GPM

Well#3 located approximately 6007 West of well #2 yields 12 GPM

Well#5 localed in Shade Hollow yiclds 100 GPM this well is the towns
Main source during drought and mid summer conditions

Springs {4) located north of Rt. 40 divectly behind the Helrick proporty arc the main
source that sorves the town.  Yicld varies with precipitalion amounis, The Consumption
gverages 63,000 gallons daily peak 2,190,000 gallons monthly during peak seasons,

'The second system is fed by 2 well localed in the Pazzly Run Agnifer located at the fool
of Negro mousntain on property owned by Asthur Green, This well yiclds 100 gatlons per
minute. The water from this source moves east to the lop of Negro Mi, Via a 6" ductile
iron pipe, to the chiorination systom located on DNR property at the top of The mountain.
This freatmeni plami freals the water ai this point, which is stored in a 400,000-gallon lank
for distribution fo the town and mdusirial park. The water is carried to the fown vis 2 127
dunctilc iron pipe. Both systems are gravily fad,
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Both of (hese syslems sve cross connected by way of by-pass valves located at the old
waler plant, Miller St and Springs Rd. and Grant 5i. at Ponnsylvania Ave. This allows
gilher system to operate independently in the cvent of cither system failing,

Residents consume at this poinl i time approximately 60% of our waier usage. The
othor 40% would be used by mduslry. However, with the opening of Closet Maid this
figure will surely change.

The future growth of the town include Closct Maid, Casselridee East, Tndividual Homes
loeated Dbehind the Scnior Cenler, extension o Tocker Tane aud Springs Road and
cxtension eas! on Norith Park,

Watar Distribuiion

The Town's original water distribution facilities were bwlt m 1934 as & Work Progress
Administration {WPA} project. They meluded a four-inch dismeter cust iron supply Hne
aid 2

Riveted stee] slundpipe that was 60 feet high and 20 fect in diamcter and provided storage
of 140,000 gallons of water.

While the Town'’s walcr treatment facility was being constructed n 1989, a new aighi-
inch diamcter supply line was fatd parailel to the four-meh cast iron line o supplement ifs
flow. Al the same {ime, furlher Improvements were made to the Town's distribution
syalems with the addition of six-inch looped mains and the Installation of valves, aliowing
shul-down of elect blocks or scetions if the need for repair or cmorpencics arise.

Water pressire in town improved fremendousty due o the installation of new supply
pipcs, but also due (o the conslruction of the new raw and {reated wuater storuge tanks
adjacent to the waler realment plant. The old riveted steel standpipe reguired major
repairs mnd was foo low to function with the now storape tanks. It was domolished,
ghiminating & familiar Grantsville landmark.

The location of the sew waler storage lanks s al a1 higher elevation than the old
standpipe. Consegusnily, the minimum waler pressure in town increased to 50 pounds per
square inch (pst). Because there is 3 200-foot elevation difference from the west to the
easl end of fown, the water pressure continmes to increase as water fows through the
towil, This increase due to the clevation drop made it ncecssary to install pressure-
reducing vabves on the distribution mains so as to limit the midfown pressare to 90 psi
and the cast end pressurc to [0 psi.

Scwage Syaiem

The Towns Waste Water Treatment Plant is located af the cast end of town behind the
Casselman River Bridge. This plant was put info nsc in 1989, 1t has 2 maximum daily
capacify of 660,000 pallons. Oaor daily usage is 100,000 gallens por day, with higher
mflucnt during rainy periods.
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The areas served are the fowns ol Grantsville, Chestnut Ridpe, Jennings, Good Wil
Menmonile home and the Northem Garredl Indesirial Pask,  Puture demands will be
Closet Maid, Cassebidge East, Keyser's Ridge Indusirial Park and fulure extension Lo
reeently anncxed arcas on Lecker Lane and the proposed development of property along
Springs Road bordering Hemilock Drive.  The Town will have to work witl: the Garett
Countly Public Ulildies Office {o explove options for sewage treaiment for the Keyer's
Ridge Industrial Park. One option maybe o consiroct a 300,000 gallon holding tank in
the area of Shade Iloliow on MDD Route 4¢. This would ensble ¢ 1 or 2 day holding
capacity in the cvent of an cmergeney.

Fotential for Svstem Expansion outside Granisville

The completion of Interstate 68 may increasc residential and commercial development in
the Granisville avea. The Hilliop area in particnlar is atfractive fo commcreial developers
because of the lruffic generaied by the T-68 mterchange with TS, Roufe 219 North.
Several succeszfisl businesses are already located in this area.  Such developmenl would

require adcguate water and sower facilities. Furthermore, fatling septic system confinue
to be a problem in the arca.

Solid Wastc Scrvices

The Town of Grantsville mainlaims a coniract witk a private haulor to collcet trash from
town residents once per week. The contractor hauls the {rash (o the County fandfil] for
disposal. The County charges a tipping fee for disposal of trash ot the landfill.

The Statc has mandated that Garreft Connty reduec ifs waste stream by 15 percent
through recychng, The Counly provides bins al the landfitl and at Connty collcetion sitcs
for County restdents, mcluding Granisville residents, to vanous malerials including paper
and glass. The County has not placed a recycling mandate on the Town.

Emcrpeney Sorvices

Police services ave provides by the Maryland State Police and the Garretl County
Sheniffs Department. The State Police patrol the State highways, The Counly Sheri[T™s
Department patroiz Dorsey Hotel Road and, if thers is a problem, pafrols Town slreels as
well, When a crime occours, cither the State Police or the cownty Sheriff's Department
responds, depending on the location and nature of the crime and which unit is in closer
proximily.

The Garrett County Sheriff's Department does have a deputy thal 1s assigned lo work i

the Grantsville area when on duty and the Maryland State Police offers regular patrols of
the arca. Both agencics have access to Town Hall 24 honrs a day for report writing and
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commumty policing. Law enforcemnent officcrs can he conlacted by calling 911 or by
calling each scparate agency. The Maryland State Police van be reached by calling (301)
387-1101 and the Sheriff's Department can he reached by calling (301) §95-3188,

The Granisville Volunteer Fire Departiment responds to firc and rescue emergencies in
Granisville and the suerounding ares. The company rceeives some County and State
Funds that offsct operating costs.  Nonetheless, the compimy relies on donations, and
services arc provided folally by unpaid volunicers, The company has about 50 members
who respond to calls from thelr homes or places of work. The company maintaing lwo
cngines and a brush truck, two tankers (hut each carrics 1,600 galloms of water, and a
heavy-duly rescue vehicle.

The Voiluntecer Fire Departinent is now houscd in the lower level of the Fecheimer Shirt
Company. The Fire Company will be moving to Springs Road in the near fulure.
Although there may be a need to acquire special equipment to handlo polential incidents
of interstaie 68, this equipment can be stoved and carried on cxisting apparatus,

Although the Northern (Garretl County Rescuc Squad responds o medical emcrpencics
throughout the northerr half of the county, its home hase is in Grantsville. The Building
ocoupied by the vescue squad is in pood condition, bet there Is no room for cxpansion
becausc the building is shared with the Granisville Area Ilealth Centor. Nonetheless, the
facility is considered adequate for curreni operations, and there are no plans for the
resele syuad to move. The building has a three-bay parage for the lwo ambulances and
one rescue fruck that operate oul of Grantsviie. The Faeility also has five bunkrooms for
volunteers who arc at the station awaiting calls.

Like the fire depurlment, the rescuc squad receives some County and State funds, but
scrvices ave provided by unpaid volunieers. The rescuc squad has 60 10 70 members who
sefve on assigned crows during a 6 pam. to midnipht shift and a midnight fo 6 an. shifi.
During the daytime, members respond from their homes or places of work when an
emergency call is received.

Most resene squad members arc certitied by the Slate as emerpency medical techniciams
{EMT’s), Drivers who arc not certified ss BEM1 s are cnconraged to oblain cardisc
pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and slandard first aid training. More than a dozen squad
members are cortified as cardiac rescue technicians {CRT’s} and several ure certified as
parumedics. These members are able to perform advanced 1ife support procedures.

Rescuc squad crews provide emergency scrvices al (he scene of medical cmergencios and
transport palienls who need additional care {o hospifals in LaVale, Cumberland, or
Oakland, Maryland, or Meyeradale, Pennsylvania. Occasionally, patienis are {ransported
to the hospital in Morgantown, Wes( Virginia.

‘The rescuc squad truck conigins & Huorst tool, which is used {o extricate individuals who
are frapped in vehicles involved in anto accidonts.
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Government Facilitics

The (Grantsville Municipal Building, Jocated on hill Streel, was consiracted in 1986, Part
of the 1,600 square foot building houses the Town garage in which the Town’s pick-up
truck and dump track as well as lawn mowers, weed caters, a trench compactor, and other
equipment ure slored. The remainder of the bailding contains an office in which
meetings of the Mayor and Conneil and the Town Planning Comumission are beld. In
addition to water and sewer services and contracted trash collection, the Town provides
ils own strcet maintenance, sivest lighting, snow removal, and planning and zoning
SETVICES,

The Grantsvilie Park is a 14.5-acre site on the north side of Miller Stieel, just cast of
Hershberger Lane, The first 7.81 acres of the pak were devcloped in 1975 with Town,
County, and State funds as well as contributions from local organizations, businesses, and
sitivens, In 1986, an additional 3,71 acrcs were acquired and in 2004 3.6 acres were
purchased, The park contains a pienic pavilion; playpround; rest rooms; volleyball,
haskethall, and tennis courts; and a softball field and Hitle League fieid.

Tn 2004, the Grantsville Branch of the Ruth Undow Library moved to a now state of the
wrt Hbrary located adjacent to the Granisville community park on Hershberger Lane.
Since the 1950°s the library, which is operated by Garrett County, occupied a donated
buiiding on Main Strect that was a former bank. The Grantsville branch has a 10.693
volume collection. Puring [iscal vear 2000-2001, the branch cirenlated 30,603 items to
atea residents. Currently the hbrary is open daily except Sundays,

A small group of Grantsville residenis formed the “Renew Granisville’s Library
Committes™ with a goal of raising $100,000 for a new library. What began as a modest
fundraizer in the form of a lemonadc stand eventually luned into a perfect exaraple of the
close knit unity thal vepresents the town of Grantsville, Within a year, through local
fundraiscrs and confributions, the committce met their goal of $100,000. The commitice
fhen focused their attention on securing funds from the federal, stafc and local
govermment,

The committes mel with the commissioners and town council and asked for their support.
The commiitee also wrote leflers to the foderal and stale governmoent.  As a resull,
$300,000 was pranted to the renew fund throuph the VA-HUT Bill and $50,000 was
given by the town conncil. ‘The Governor responded that his office does not support
libraries and the coramissioncss asked the commitlee to continue “fmmnng over MorC
rocks” to secure fumding,

The committce continued to seek funds through nowspaper publicity, lelter campaigns to
local businesses and various fimdraisers such as a potato bar, selling T.eo Beachy prints
and a concex in the park. Many service clubs, churches, businesses and other public
scotors continued 1o support the renow library cause. A “walkway of leaming”™ was also
desipned as a fundraiser by sefling cngraved bricks for $100 each. As the findraising
continucd, the committee also continacd to request that the Governor and Garrett County
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Commissioners support the cause with a financial conmiilment. The stmdents at
Granisville and Ronte Forty Flementary Schools wrole over 200 letters to the Governor
with the rcsults being agwin — no funding. The commissioners however, answered the
request with a ehallenge — “we will match whalever funds you raisc by April 155",

The Comrmssioners challenge scomed to ignite the fire for the Grantsville library effort.
The Granisville Rotary and Lions clubs both had auctions for the lHbrary (with several
churches pledping to maich $500-$800 raiscd at these evenis), another potato bar was
scheduled and Corelle Dolls were sold. As the 15™ approached, the Balfimore Son also
publisticd the challenge and funds were gathered from all over the State of Maryland, As
the commillee met on the cvening of April 15™ in the crowed Grantsville Library, checks
that totaled the amount of $1,400 were brought in by local businesses and citizens, {One
check was mailed overnight from a past town citizen who now resides in Tennesscel) By
the next morning, the conunittes met with the Commissioners and proudly announced
that they wonld need fo match the $325,506 raised by the committec!

The Grantsville branch of the LS, Post Office is located on Main Sirest just east of the
inlerseclion with Maryland Route 495,

The County Health Deparinient, headguartered in Qaklmud, recently opened a satellite
office at the Grantsville Area Health Center. The sutellite office operates an addiction
recovery program and offers psychiatric services.

There ts one public school, Granisviile Flementary School, within the town lmits. The
clementary school was built in 1980 on a 4.5 acic sifc behind (he old elsmentary school
ont Main Street.  Grantsville Flementary School serves children in kindergarten through
fifth grades from Granisville and the surronnding area. The 35,640 squarc foot building
has a capacily of 390 students. Lnroflment was 265 in 2001, Therc is a new playground
on the sile and an athletic ficld behind the school. ‘The school environmental program
and school yard habitat has carned vecoguition from the Governor's Green school award
and the Maryland Plant communiiy honor at the Green tovel.

According to the Murch 2002 Garrett Counly School Facilities Master Plan, the most
recent cvalualion of the physical condition of Grantsville Elemcntary School in February
2003 resulied I an overall condition raling of “good”. The following enroliment
projections contained in the same document show that the schoo! would conlinue to have
£XCPSS CAPACHY:

Projected
Year Hnroltmeni
2062 276 (actual}
2003 274
2004 267
05 280
2006 281
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Children from Granisville aliend Northern Middle School for grades six through eight
and Nerthorn High School for grades nine through 12, Both schools are focated about 11
miles from Grantsvitle on U.S. Route 219 between Accident and Keyser’s Ridge.

From 1930 through the end of the 1988-1989 school year, Amish and Mennonite children
from the Grantsville ares aliendad the Yoeder School, & pubhe schoel located cn Dorsey
Hotel Road, about 1.5 miles from Granisvifle. Enrollments at the schoo] declined afier the
Amish commmnity built a private school neatby in Pennsylvania,  Subsequently, the
Yoder Schoo! was closcd.

Oiher Contrunity Faciiities

The Granisville Arca Healih Center is an agency of the Western Maryland Health Carc
Corporation, u non-prolit organization. The Corpovation’s facility on Miller Streel was
brilt in 1974 with fimds thal were donated to the organmization, The facility houses the
Garrett Connty Rescue Squad who contributed fonds for construction of the building.
The health center also houses one docior, Dr. Robin Bissel, fumily medicine and a
dentist, Dy, Terry Dornbure who offers family denfistry. Those services ave localed on
the upper floor of {he building. The physicians thal lease space in the Grantsville Avea
Health Center were selecled becanse thoy share the Comporation’s vision of providing
health services to area residents al moderate cost.

‘There is wn Culreach Center, located at 28 Hershberger Lanc. The center houses the
offices of the Gatvett County Health Depariment that offers a fnll line of services
including Mental Health, WIC, and Addiction services. The Health Department is
located on the eround floor. Also localed on the first floor is an area housing officc and
classrooms for the Garrett Comnunily College,

'The Garett County Department of Social Services occuptes the sccond Hoor of the
building. Social Services have a full time receptionist and workers from cach unit, child
support, income maintenance, adult protective services, child protective, foster care, and
finance is there on a part time basls, However, all scrvices are available by appoiniment.

The Garreit County Commmnity Action Conwmites is involved in an effort fo develop a
senior citizen cenier in CGrantsvillc. ‘The center would serve an cstimated 50 to 75 senior
citizens with s congregale meal propram and recreational aciivitics. The proposed
location of the center is # 5 1/2 -acrc sitc ncar the Granisville Park. At the
recommendation of the Maryland Office of Aging, the State Bomd of Public Works
recently approved a $200,00 grant for construction of the facility. Additional funds are
needed, however, (o make the project a reality. Garrell County Community Action has
applied for a Comnmuniiy Development Block Grant to Finunce preparation of alicenative
site plans by cngineers and architects. Other potential sonrces of funds ave the Maryland
Appatachian Housing land and the Maryland Small Citics Black Grant. Ome siratepy
under consideralion is to construct the semior cenler om a portion of the property and o

34



Tows of Grantsviile Cotmprehensive Plan

suhdivide the remainder of the property for aflordable housing, The housing would .
creals an incomme stream that would help to [inance the senior center. }-: """ =
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COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN

This chapler 18 the haart of the Comprehensive Plan.

1t summarizes the challenges and opportanities that
Ave likely lo mBucncs the fufure development und
conservation of Grantsville. It also foalures the Plan’s
(3oals and pelicics that deseribe the fown’s vision for
ifs [elere. The Plan’s recommendaiions are designed

to help mplement the voals and policies. The following
subject areas are discussed:

Tang Use

Transportaton
Cornrauraly Facilities
Mineral Resonroes
Sensitive Arcas
Downlown Reviialization
Pian implementation

= » B * B B
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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Existing conditions in Grantsville, as described in the provieus chapler of ihis Plan,
present specific challenges and opportunities to the Town. They muoust be addressed in
plamming for its growth and conservation. Thizs Plan aliempts to capitalize on
Gramtsville’s assels and o overcome or mitigate ils consivaints...a logical approach in
planning. The following challenges and opportimities reflect the themes most {requently
citcd by the municipal officials, community leaders and other residents who parlicipated
in preparing {his Plan.

Challenges

¢ Take advaniage of the All-Amcrican Road Desfgoation in increasing tourism efforls,

* Proper planning practices as the Town grows.

* Aftracting clean industries to the Northern Garretl Tndustrial Park

* Atiracting jobs that will provide adequate family incomce levels,
Oppormnitics

* Develop an Annexation Plan thal discusses possible anncxations North, South, Rast of
Town,

* Volunteer Town officials who actively seck Town fmprovements.
Attractive and well-maintained residential areas.

* Adequate public schools for all age youngsters.

* Well-developed local parks and regional recreational opportunities.

* Good highway acecss to the greater Western Maryland arca and adeguale focal street
metwork.

* Growing tourism due to the proximity lo Deep Creek Lake, Cassclman River and the
mrtigue features of the Town.

DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND FOLICIES

As representatives of the Granlsville comununity, flie Mayor, Counctl, and menmbers of
the Town’s Planning Commission discussed their poals and visions for the Town of
Grantsville in the year 2010 at a workshop conducled duming the fall of 1992,
Participants addressed the character of the future communily, how much growth should
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oceur and how it sheuld take place, the physical cavironment, economic development
pricrities, and local povernment responsibilities, Their goals and visions for he town arc
listed on the following pape. Factors that may help the community to achieve these goals
as well as problems thal must be overcome are also desaibed,

Charactor of the Commmumity

Goals

-

Prescrve the joys of small community Tilc.

Continue to be a family-oriented commnunily thal embraces traditional values such as
trust among neighbors.

* Continue to be a safe commanity whoere residents an visttors can walk down the streets
and not be afraid.

Preserve the town’'s historic character.

L]

]

Grantsvifle residents can build on many of the exisiing town’s strenpths in order fo
achicve these visions of {he fulure, Thesc strengths include o sense of community, the
moral upbringing and values of cwvent residents, the neighborliness of the town, the
area’s tich history, and the town’s low crime rate. Rclipions diversity within tho
conmnunily, cooperation among the vavous churches, active civic orgamizations, @
residents’ commiiment {o voluntcorism are other asseis fhal will help to preserve
traditional values, a sense of community, and a foecling of safely and well-being. The
individnals and organizations thal have worked to maintain historic siles it and around
Granigville such as the Casselman Holel, the sione arch bridee, Penn Alps, and Slalon’s
Mill have conbributed to prescrving the town's historic character and sct a precedent for
future preservalion efforts. The town’s historic character can be maintained by requiring
that new or infill developraent and rchabilitation of historic struclures conform to the
soncral design of exisling building s in the comummmnity in terms of height, sel back, size,
and materials. The Town should pursue a program to purchage properties in disvgpair and
rehabililale the shic and or structure for commercial or residential investment.

‘The culture of the community is a resource that can be preserved through the fown's
support of regional cruft shows and festivals, prometion of Grantsville Days, and ctforts
o accommodate horse-drawn vebicles on the town’s thoroughfares and al places of
busimess,

There is a need for 2 senior citizens® centor and youth center or community conter. These
facilitics would provide a gathering placc fthat would enhance Granisville’s scnsc of
community. Organized activities for Granisville’s youth would help to instilf the valucs
of loday’s community in tive next generation.

One obstacle {0 the goal of a safe community s the lack of local law cnforcement
scrvices. Some town residents feel that the State Police and County Shertfi™s Departmoent
arc not able to provide a level of police protection that will ensure thai the orime ratc
remains low.
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Growih
Crocfs

* Remain g small town.
* Encourage somc growih in population, to sbout 750 people by the year 2010, or 50
percent more than the present population.

¢ Lixpand the lown’s corporate Himits to the north, south and the east.

¢ Expand the fown’s infrastructure, “Waler and Sewer”™, to mect the needs of corporale

expansion and failing water and sewer systems north, south and tho east,

Utilize vacant lots willin Lhe town for growth.

* Domolish substendard buildings that can’t e rehabilitated to make room for upgraded
buitdings.

* Avoid development sprawl oulside the town limits.

Crantsville is not experiencing the samoe pressures for growth, as are many commmnitics
within major meiropolitan arcas. Conscquently, Grantsville should be able to remain a
small town, The policy of the Town s nol fo expand its boundarics unless requesied by
property owners that want their land anmexed by the town. Fuhure roquests are most Hkely
{0 concern property, which has potential for development to the north and south of the
lown’s current boundaries, The interstatc highway forts g Jogical boundary for
expansion of the town (o the south.

Although the fown is not cxpcricneing pressure to grow, scveral featares of the
commuynity may assist in achicving the vision of controlicd growth. The aceess lo
Pilisburgh, Baltimore, and Washinglon provided by ncarby highways is a factor thal
makes Grantsvilic more allractive to businesses than many other rural locations. The
comununity offcrs a wholesome environment for people {o live in, @ good education
system with an elementary school in town good fre and rescue services, a moden
wastcwaler freatment system with sulfieien! capacily to handle somc prowth, and
developable lund both within and outside the cumrent town Hmits. Low taxes aie an
nceniive for individuals and husivesses fo locate within the town, and the town has the
ability to expand its boundaries, Growth inevitably mcans some change, and there is a
wilfingncss of the community to change when chanpe is warranled,

Grantsvilie 1s the logical and appropriate location for new development in this arca ol
Garrell County. Lo avoid spraw], development should be cncouraped within the town
tnstead of along highways outside the {own.

some factors may bmit CGrantsville’s ability fo grow, Tncressed employinent
opportunities, affordable single-family housing, and more senior citizens’ housing are
nceded {o support & growing population. Although town residents are gencratly willing
to change, lhere is somc resistance fo change among older rcsidents.  Progress is
somedunes slow.
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Physical Enviromment

{(roals

* 7eave a legacy of clean air and waler (o Grantsville’s future generalion of rosidonts.
* Continue the commitment fo well-maintained streels and propertics.

(irantsville is in a streng position to achicve these visions. Aw guality in and around the
{own is gonerally good, and none of the existing industries poses a tiweat to Grantsville's
clean air, The Town wastewater treatrent plant will help to ensure thal waler resotirecs
are not degraded by devclopment.

There is a need for wastewaler collection in nearby Chestnui Ridge, Hilltop and Keyser’s
Ridge, This probiem must be addvessed in ordor to cnsure a gualily environment in the
surrounding area. An organized recycling program both within and ouiside the Town is
also needed to preserve the overall environmendt.

Economic Developmentt
Goals

* Scck employment opportanitics for youth o that they can vemain in the area.

* Seek cmployment opportumities that improve the income level of residents.

* Ablvact clean indnstries to the Northern Garreti Industrial Park, including industrics
that make use of recycted materials and high tech industrics such as financiul services
and computers.

* Tncreasc tourism by expanding exisling historical sites such as Pemm Alps, devcloping
waler power [or Stanton’s gristmill, and atiracting more antique and craft shops.

* ncourage more coliage industrics.

* Encourage cantinuation of foresiry and farming in the surrounding arca.

The presence of the Northern Gamelt ndusirial Park just across Interslaie 68 from the
towrl is one of Grantsvillc’s preatest assets for economic development. The iown’s
comumtitment to supply potable watcr and provide wastewaler treatment for the indusirial
park increases the afiracliveness ol this location to potentia! developers. The Puzzly Run
well provides water to a new chlorination facility located at the lop of Negro Mountain.
The only treatment required is chlorination. This water source is stored in a 400,000
galjon concrele tank, which supplies primarily the Northorn Garrett Industrial Tark.

Other factors that will kelp cnablc Gramtsville fo achieve its cconomic development
visions coincide wiih the faclors that will cnable the town to exporicnec controlled
growth such as the town's access 1o major cast west {I-68) and north-south (1.8, 219 and
1-79) highways, the wholesome environmeni, good cducation system, fire and rescuc
services, und low Town faxces.
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‘The presence of scveral historie sites and anligue and specialty shops as successful tourist
attzactions demonstrates thal fousismt can be an Important component of Grantsvilic’s
cconomy. Finally, the long- lerm stability of family farms in the Grantsville area slrongly
supporls the dey of preserving farming as a corncrstone of the town’s economy.
Government

Groals

Conlinue the tradition of responsible Town government,

Keep the Town's tax rate down.

Opcrate a Town government thai 1s free of debt.

Maintain a good education system.

* Conlinue lo enact laws and regplations that cncowrage development while protecting
the environment and the small town characler of Grantsville,

Ensurc that the Town’s procedures for veview and approval of proposcd developritomt
arc rcasonable, elfeciive, and efficient.

. + &

L ]

For many years, Granfsville has had a strong a stable Town govermment, which has been
able o meet the nceds of the community while maimbaiming g tax rate that is as low as
possible. The Town government aclively seeks grants fiom other levels of government
and other means of financing projects that do not incor debt for the Town., There is a
strong partnership between the Town government and civic organizations, which have
helped {o fund many projects. Finally, there is cooperation hetween the Town ad county
governments that enables fhom to act in concerl W the benefiis of the Grantsville
community.

‘The Town is commilied (o practices that will encourage ceonemic development and up to
50 porcent growth m Grantsville’s population. The Town government is responsive Lo
developers concems during review and approval of proposed developments.  Town
officials will continue to cxplore tochniques that give the Town flexibilily in responding
to development proposals. They will also explore opporluniiies to streamiine the ‘Town's
regulatory process.

A potential obslacie {o keeping the Town's tax ratc at its curront level is the need for
additional Town services. For example, the Town governmont would fnewr additional
costs thal could be substantial If it worc to supploment Cownly amd Stute Faw
cnforcenient sexvices by hiring l'own police oflicors.

Onc participant in The planning process summarized the overall vision of the Town as
follows: Grantsville will become the modcl for other towns in Marviand for its qualijy of
life, sirong economic base, and scnsc of dircction for the fature,
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LAND USE ELEMENT

The Guiveil County Comprehensive Plan identifics policies for the devclopment and
conservation of (hree fypes of areas:

* Rural Aveass
* (Growth Aveas
* Sensitive Arcas

These areas, and the proposed future Tand usc categories within each arca, represeni
Garett County's commitment to accommodating growth while conserving the rogion’s
rural and nafurs] heritage. The County’s future tind usce scheme is also compatibic with
the vision statements contained in the 1992 Maryland Planning Act of 1992 about
providing land for development and prescrving the envivonment, The Gurett County
Comprehensive Plan considers Granisville a Growth Area. The County views the Town
as the mujor location in the Casselmun River Drainapc Basin to which people and
busincsses are Hikely o migrate in the foreseeable fidure. The land Use Plan proposed in
this section is consislent with the Garrctt County Land Use Plan For the Casselmun River
Drainage Basin.

‘I'he Lund Tise Plan is a general, conceplual guide lor the future growih and conscrvation
of Grantsville. Tl is not intended to set fixed boundarics or povern the specific details of
land development on individual parcels, especially in an cstablished communily like
Grantsvillc.

A langd use plan is onc mechanism for ensuring that development oceurs in a manner that
is consistent with the commmnity’s goals mmd visions. As shown on the Comprehensive
Plan map, Grautsvitle’s land usc plan extends beyond the cxisting town boundaries to
include parcels that may be annexcd at some time in the fulure as well as areas thal will
remain owtside the town’s limils but which arc integral to the community. Grantsville's
plun provides for the following categories of fand use:

* Town Center

* Town Residential

* Suburban Residential

Employment Cenier {Tndustrial)
Commocreial

Agricultural

Municipai, Governmental, and Institutional
* Parks/ Open Space

* &+ &

The sections that follow describe each calegory of land use and the localions of that land
use category within Grantsville’s existing {own Timits, in the areas thut may bhe anncxed
in the future, amd in arcas outeide the town thal are not expected to be annexed.
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For development within the own lunits, the Town government s committed to the nse of
flexibic development regulations that promote innovative a cost-saving site desipns and
protect the environment. Por cxample, the Town’s »oning ordinance contains minimum
lot sizes on residential tracts ol ten acres or more. By permitting claster dovelopment the
Town hopes to cneourage more varied, cfficiont, Imaginative, and economical
development patterns, Allowmng cluster development increases {he developer's flexibility
in the lecation and wirangement of homes, any resuli in reduced lengths of strects and
utility improvements, and encourages more aliraclive and usable patterns of opon space.

The Town relies on County planning and zoning staff to review development proposals
for conformance with the Town’s »oning map and ordinance. The Town is responsible
for review of public nlilittes and siveets in new dovelopmoenls for conformance with Town
stundards. Town officials are commifted to roview and {ake aclion on development

proposals prompily,

Fodure Tand Use within Granisville’s BExisting Boundarics

Town Ceanter

Town Center 1s @ mixed Iand use catogory in which densely developed residential parcels
intermingle with a varicty of commercial und public nses. The arcas o Grantsville that
are designated as Town Center ure located primarily along the major thovoughfares (ain
Slreet, South Yoder Steet, und SpringsRoad). Botween Firsl Street and Ilershberger
Lane, the area designated as Town Conter also includes the purcels between Ravinc and
Miller Streets,

Town Center rcsidential uses nclude single-family detached dwellings, duplexes,
townhouses, and apartments, Densilies of efght to twelve nnits per acre are acceptable in
ihe Town Centor. The area aulso comtaing governmental facilities, professional offices,
and commoreial uses such as retail shops, restanrants, holels, und service stations.

The area within Gramtsville’s oxisting boundaries thut has been designated as Town
Center encompasses all except two of the businesses in the town and all the institations
except for the municipal conter, elementary school, fire department, and a church, There
are cumrently a handfil of vacunl parcels within the Town Centers area which would
permit infifl of cither vartous ypes of residenees in the Town Cenler aves are factors that
could facilitate small scule development of alfordable housing,

Town Residential
Most of Grantsville is designated for Town Residential land use. Single-family, duplex,
lownhouse, and aparimen! siyle residences arc found in this area, Mobile home paks are

also acccptable, Tn the Town Residential arca, development 1s less dense, with about four
single-family residences or ten multi-Ismily units per acre. Allowing quarter-acre Iots for
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sinplc family residences, various styles of mulifamily dwcllings, and mobile home parks
{s a policy that cnables development of affordable housing in the Town Residential area.

The ares designated for Town Residential development with in the town meludes land
that is currently In residential use as well a8 some land that is currently being used for
agriculture. Currently, there are 8 few vacan! parcels, iwo church-owned parcels, and one
and a half commereial parecls within the area designated as Town Residential,

Stibitrban Residential

The same styles of residences are found in the Suburban Residential arca as in the Town
Residential area, Howover, the Suburban Residential land use category provides [or space
that is more open with gbhout two single-family residences or ten mulli-fammily unils per
acre. ‘This represents u lower densily of devclopmoent than the Town Cenler and Town
Residential categmies thus allowing for space that s morc open. The suburbun
residential arcas attempt to balance the desire {o aveid inappropriatc high-density
development and the desire for more efficient use of the land, compatiblec with emrrent
residential prefevences, A small arca of land just within the western boundary of
Grantsvible is designated as Subwban-Residential.

The arcas designated as Employment Centers are mtended for commercial and industrial
use. The single Employment Centor within the town limits encompasses the parccls
occupied by the Flushing Shirt {actory.

Agriculiural

The map of Grantaville®s oxisting land use (Figure 7) shows a significani amount of land
being used for agricullural purpoescs. Howgever, in the comprehensive plan, ibis land is
contained within aveas designaled for Town Residential use. All the land designaled as
agricultural in the compirehensive plan is oulside the curront town boundaries. The
Agricultural catcgory in this plan is consistent with the Agriculiural catcpory in this plan
is conaisient with the Apricultural Resource category referenced in the New Dovclopment
Pan for Garreil County.

Municipal, Governmental, and Fstifutional

Most of the parccls within Grantsville thal are custently used for mmnicipal,
governmental, or institutional purposcs are contained within the area designated a Town
Center. These parcels include the library, rescne squad, health center, and most churches,
The municipal, govermmenis!, snd msiilulional uses ontside the Town Center gre noted
scparatcly on comprehensive plan map.  These facilities within the town are the
Municipal Building wost of the Grantsville Park, the Volunjeer Fire Departmont next to
the Flushimg Shirt factory, and the clementary school on the south side of own,
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Parks / Open Space

The areas designuied as parks/ open space include publicly owned park land as well as
privaicly held land on which further development is prohiibited. The lwo arcas designated
as parks/ opon space within the existing town limits are the Grantsville Park and the
athlstic fisld behind the clementary schoal. The Parks/ Open Space category in this plan
is consistent wilh the Recreation and Open Spuce calegory rcfcrenced in the New
Bevcloprment Plan for Garrelt County.

Fuiure Land Usc in Potential Annexation Aveas

Towsn Centar

As shown in Fipnre 8, an area lo the northwest of the existing town boundarics that is
considered a candidatc for eventual ammexalion is designated as Town Center, This
property chudes Yoder's Country Market and olber commercial and institulional uses.
Ir the potential anmexalion arca west of South Yoder Sireet and south of Grantsville's
cxisting boundary, the Town Center designation {s extended fo the proporty adjacent to
the 1-68 infcrchangs.

Town Residentinl

The Town Residential designalion cncompasses most of the polential anncxation area
west of South Yoder Steet und Soulh of Gramtsville’s existing boundary. The Town
Residential portion of this property includes {he land cast of the cemetery belween the
Meadow View apartments and the Inferstate right-ofway,

Agricuffural

The area to the northeast of Grantsville’s exisling bonndary is designated as agriculinral.
Currently all of this land is outside Grantsville, and arca cnrrently served by Town
inflastructure.  The portion currently served by Town services should eventually be
anncxed. If the property were annexcd by the Town, the Town’s »oning ordinance would
have to be amended to ensure {hal the land romains in agricultural vse. An agricuitural
roming classification would have lo be added n which pon-agricultural uses were nof
permitled,

Parks/Open Space

The C(irantsville cemefery is designaled as parksfopon space willin the arca that
gvenlually may be annexed south of the existing town boundary.

Land Use oulside the Town Limits

Lands desipnated for Suburban Residential usc owtside Grantsvilie boundartes inciude the
following:
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* marea north of the Town along Route 669,
* land adjacent {0 most of Grantsville’s western boundary, and
* afl area along the Town’s castorn boundary south of Roule 40,

Emplonnient Center

The Employment Center shown outside {he lown Hmits coincides with the northorn
(Gwrell Industrial Park. Thore are no plans for the Town to anncx the industrial park
property or any other properly south of Interstate 68.

Cromtmereicl

Aveas designated as commoercial on the comprehensive plan map are intended for retail
and other busincsses that serve the public, These areas are not intended for the same
kinds of industrial uses that would be found in the Employment Centors. Properly
adjacent to Maryland Roule 495 af the Interstate 68 interchange should be reserved for
comimercial development.

Agricultural

some of the larmiand outsude the existing town limits that is shown on (he
comprchensive plan map is not expected to be anncxed. Most likely, this land will
contintie {0 be use for agiculiural purposcs.

Municipal, Governnental, and Instiutional

The only municipal parcels {hul are cutside the town limits arc the wastewaler {reatment
plant adjacent {o the Casselman River and the Town's wells and water reatment plant
which are locaied west of town of Negro Mountain, The distumuve of the properties fiom
the Town precludes showing cithor on the comprehensive plan map. ‘Fhe Town has no
priams to annex property cither to the easl or west of the current town Hmits. Thus, both
the wastewatcr treatment plant and the waler treafinent plant will remain ontside the town
ihmits,

Perks/Open Space

Parks/ Open space land outside of Grantaville includes the Casselman River Bridge State
Park east of the Town north of Rowle 40,
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT

As discussed in the background section of this report, the Slale-mainfained roads
{Alternale 11,8, Routc 40, Marviand Route 495, and Maryland Rouls 669 and County-
maintained Dorsey Hotel Road provide links to Grantsville’s Grid of Local Siveet. Figure
9 clagsifies the major sireets within Grantsville as avierials, major collectors, and minor
collcetors.

No significant changes to the exisling strcet configuration ave proposed in the
comprehensive plan. Similarly, there are no plans fo npprade existing sireet or to add
sidewalks. As discussed in the Background sechion, the small nomber of through strests,
the narrowness of the sireets, and the resulting slow pace of traffic contribute (o {he
village-tike character of the town and holp accommodate pedesitians and horse-drawn
velicles.

Of course, there will be 2 continunal need to ymuintain the cxisting streefs and the
sidewalks along Main Streel. Town staff will continue to inspeet Grantsville's streets
gach spring to determine the need for mainfonance and overlay paving. Based on the
results of this inspection and revenue available for street maintenance, the Town will
reguest bids and award a contract for the work.

The Town is not compelied 1o adhere to Statc or national slandards for street construchon
when the work is funded by locally generaicd revenue or by the Town’s portion of State
highway user [ecs. Nonctheless, the Town will continue to require thal new strects have
40-foot righis-of —way and 24-foot pavement widths. These standards coincide with the
requirements that must he met when using Federal funds or Statc aid In lisu of Federal
[unds to construct streels. In addition, the Town will continue to require sidewalks along
sireets in now subdivisions, Sidewalk design standards should be included in
Granisviile’s subdivision and lind development ordinance to accommeodate pedestrian
circulution since sidewalks are nearly non-exwsient in Grantsviile.

Access to aress designated [or fiuture development will he provided by exiensions to
existing streots as well as conslroction of now strests. Witkin the enrrent town limils,
access 1o the nedeveloped residential area north of the park and Municipal Building will
be via northward cxtensions of Pemmsylvania Aveonwe and Ilershberger Lane. in the
residential ares southwest of the elementary school, access will be provided by a now
cast-woest sireet named South Strect. The ares to the southeast of the clementary school
will be acccssed via two new sirests off Main Street as well as an cxtension of School
Tang, Tn ihe potential snnexation area in the southwest comer of Grantsvilic, access to
the proposed residential land use avea would be via an cxtension of Meadow View Drive.

Potential future enhancement of public transportation services in Grantsville includes
expanded scrvice by Gaweli Transit for routine favel o shopping, medical care, and
government offices by residents {hat do not have access to aulomolnies. 1[ the Grantsville
semior citizen center were developed as planned, Gavrett Transit would station vehicles
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and maintain dispatching capacity at the conter. Finally, services might be expanded to
fransport tourists to Grantsville from the Deep Creek T.ake resoit area.

Such #mprovements to cxisting services ave contingent on the availability ol funding,
Pubhc transportation in rural, less populated, arcas such as the Grantsville region requires
greater subsidics than does publc transportation in urban scitings.

e 9

Mujor Stragts in Geaarsville

Matorials Maior Colleciors Minor Collectors

Mgin Sheat Dorscy Hotel Road Miller Stract

South Yoedor Springs Road Yennsylvaniz Ave,
Ciant Birect
Chureh Sirect

COMMUNITY FACHLATIES ELEMENT
Plans for Grantsvilie’s community theilities are discussed in the following scctions.

Water and Scwer Svstems

The Town has mcreused its water supply by adding one wel site. The new well is
cxpeeted 10 supply the potablc water necds of the existing population, the Northern
Crarvet] Tndustnial Paric, and an eventual 50 perceni increase In the town’s population.

The Town’s wastcwater trealment pland is adequate to serve the existing populalion, a 40-
acre industrial park, and a 50 pexcent increase in Grantsvilic’s population (he ex{ension of
sewerage to Hilllop and Chestnut Ridge was complcted by (he Garret County Public
Utilitics Office. Felure improvements include cxpansion of the Grantsville wastewater
treatimen! planl. Such an expansion would not involve Town expenditures, however, The
Town will have to work with the Garreti County Public Utilities Office to cxplore options
for sewage treatiment for the Keyer’s Ridge Industrial Park. Onc option maybe (o
consfrict a 300,000 gallom holding tank in the arca of Shade Hollow on WD Route 40.
This would cnable a 1 or 2 day holding capacity in the cvenl of an emergency.

Solid Wasle Service

The Town will continue {o conlmact with a private hauler to cotlcet tragh from lown
residents. In additton, the Town govamment is committed to implementing a recyoling
program. There are plans lo expand the Municipal Building for use 4s a recycling center
as wcll as for storage.
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Emereeney Scrvices

There currently are no plans for the Town government to undertake the police (unction.
The town will continue to vely on the County Sheriffs Department and the State Policc
for law enlorecment services.

Simitarly, (he town will continue to rely on volunteer organizations to provide firc and
cmorgency medical services.  According to ithe groups that provide these servicecs,
existing facilities are adequale to scrve the current population.

If Granisville’s population grows by 50 percent, both the Gramisville Voluntesr Fire
Departmen! and the Northern Garrelt Rescoe Squad could expect o allract additional
members. There would be no need for the five departmont to acquire new apparatus or to
expand their existing facilities unlcss buildings tail enough to require a ladder fruck wore
constracicd. Such siruclures are not likcly 0 be bulll becansc they would nol be
consistent with {he character of the existing town.

At S0-percent increase in Grantsville’s population might make it necessary for {he reseue
squad to acquire an addifion al ambulance. Because the building currently occupied by
the rescue squad caunot sccommaodale an additional vehicle bay, acquisition of any
additional vehiclecs would force the rescue sguad cannot accommnodaie an additional
vchicle bay, acquisition of any additional vehicles would force the yescue squad to
consider moving (o an aliernate facility.

Government Facllities

As mentioned above, there are plans to expand the Municipal Building for stovage and for
usc as a recyeling center. The Council meeting room will be enlarged, sepuvale busincss
officc will be provided, and rcstroom and entrances will be modified to mest ADA
requircments. The Park will be expanded by acquirkag the one quartcr-acre lot on Miller
Siveet at the cast boundary. Maryland Propram Open Space funds have been requested.
Volleyball conrts have been consirucled, and a handicap ramp has been paved for access
to the pavilion area. Plans arc underway for the construction of a children’s” playground
with denations rose by the Lioncss Club and malched by the Towr. The Lions Club is
also considering lighis for letnis eourts and a new pavilion inclading a stage area.

Garrett County adopted a Land Preservation & Rcercation Plan in November of 1993
The Plan snalyses rcpional recrestion trends, neceds, and Incorporales many of
Maryland's new policies designed to {a) encourage the prolection of cur natural and open
space resources and (b} furlher the acquisition and developmeni of reercation areas. With
regard to Garrctt’s numicipaliies, the Plan cmphasizes the need for closc-to-home
recredtion (acilitics, such as commumity and neighborhood parks. The Plan also idontifies
the need for year-round reereation facikifies.

The Grastsviile Elementary School is currently operaiing at about 75 pereent of design
capacity. Consequently, the exisling school facility can accommodale a sizcabic increase
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in Grantsville’s school age population. School officials have projected snvollments only
until the year 2001 and have not considered the incrcased population envisioned for the
year 2010 in this veport, Whether the school can accommodate u 50-percent increasc in
the town’s popidalion will depend on the age compuosition of that population. School
planning officials will moaitor changes in Granisville’s population, continue to make
cnrotlment projections, and analyze the need for additional faciiitics.

Other Commmnity Faciliiies

Pastial funding has been obtained for a sonior cenfer that would be located cast of
Pennsylvamia Avenue, near the Starrer Hill Apartments. The Town, in cooporation with
the Garrett County Comimunity Action conmmiitee, will continue fo seck full funding for
{his project. The schior conter is emvisioned as the nuclcus of a center (hal would serve
the entire Grantsville comaumily.

MINERAL RESOURCES EIL.EMENT

Coal, clay, natural gas, and peal moss have been extracted from the earth near Grantsville
1n the past but arc no longer being mined. The only product that conlinues to be mined in
the Grantsvillc area in sandstons. ‘The ncarcst sandstone guatry 1s operated by Keystone
Lime Company, The, about four miflcs from Granisville on New Gennany Road. The
company expects to continue operating this guarty indefinitely. There is the potential {or
furthet burvesting of peat in CGarrctt Counly in the general arca in which poal has been
hatvested in the past. Any such venture would have to comply with current
environmental protection requurements,

SENSITIVE AREAS ELEMENT

Grantsville’s yesidents arc committed 1o protecting the scenic, historic, and cnvironmental
resources of the comumunity [rom the adverse effects of devclopmont. Many of the goals
and visions presenfed at the beginming of the Comprchensive Plan seclion of this report
address prescrvation of (hese resources.

Morc specifically, there is a nced fo restrict development between the town and the
Casselman River a5 2 means of preserving a sensilive scenic, historic, and crvironmenial
resource. Providing this additional buffer along the Cassciman River near Grantsvilis
would have the cficet of profecting the stream, the H00-yoar floodplain, habitats of
threatcned and endangered species, and steep slopes.  Tn addition, the buffer would
maintain the sceme surmounding s of the historic Casiellan River Bridge.

As discussed earlier, development of land encompassed by the Castcllan Rivor Bridgo
Slart Park is alrcady scstricted.  The County governmont has awthority io conlrol
development of the remaining land belween the town limits and the Casteilan River, The
County could provide a buffer in this area to protoct the stram and adjacen] flooedplain,
habitat, stocp slopes, and scenery through acquisition of Tand or through regulations that
restrict development,
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Several buildings in town, most notably the Casselman Hotel, were identified as
warranling prescrvation for hisioric reasons.  The Town will continue to require thal new
developmenl and rchabilitation of historic structurcs conform o the penoral design of
cxisting buildings, (herchy protecting the hislotic appearance of the own,

Trowniown Revitalization

Grantsvilie’s Downtown has great poleniial. Howcever, no single stratepy will bring
overwhelming success. Instcad, many differed {ypes of ciforts are needed in conjunction
with cach other. Greal succcss has been expesienced by communities following the
recommendations of the Nalional Trust for flistoric Preservation. Gramisville’s
Downtown revitalization effort should involve the following major dircctions:

» Improving the appearance of the Downtown to make if morc inviting lo customors and
investors

- Brncouraging the rehabilitaiion ol historic architecture

- Tincourage the establishment of a Tlistoric District and Commission to oversce preservation
efforts in the Town

- Jointly promoling and marketing the Downlown to customers and prospective
busincespersons

« Orpganizing husiness-persons and property-owners in cooperative efforts

- Connecting business-persons with avaiiable financing

- Providing additional convenent parking

- Enproving access for motor vehicles, bicyeles and pedestrians

Historic District — Grantsvilic Is committed to preserving s unique herffage. The Town
should continuc to preserve i historic resources and conlinue to promote them {(hrough
techmiques such as piacing siles on the “National Register of Historic Piaces.” The
establishimeni of a Historic District should gencrally include the downlown and areas thal
the town desires lo cnhance the guality of Hfe through the preservalion of historical
and/or architecturs] significance.

By itself; this historic district designalion docs not involve any regulations upon & privale
preperty owner, Howcever, State or Federal fends cannot be used m a manncr that would
harin historic resources unless it can be proved that there are absohulely no rcasonable
alternatives. Cerlain tax inccntives for the restoralion of historic buildings are included in
the “Potting This Plan injo Action™ scction of this Plan,

Axlicle 66B. of the Maryvland Annotated Code provides municipalitics with the authorily,
if they wish, to rcgulate charges wilhin an official historic distnicl, Such an ordinence
typically regulates the appearance when viewed from a street of allernations to buildings
and new conskruction.  Also, demolition of significant buildings can be controlled.
However, this Plan does not propose such regulations i this lime.
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Appcarance — The following major actions world greally itnprove the appearance of the
Downtown:

Require the demolition or repair of deferioraled buildimgs {See discussion of a Property
Maintenance Code in {he "Puliing this Plan lnto Action” section).

Consider planting street trees in visible locations, while carefully selecting species to
avoid conflicls with underground utilitics, sidewalks, overhead, wires and signs.

Provide advice to property-owners on ways they can improve the appearance of their
buildings through low-cost methods, such as using atiractive paint schemes, new
BIENS OF NCW awnings,

Emphagize Improvements to the appearance of enfrances to Crantsville along MD
Roule 40 and at the Interscetion of MD Route 495 with MD Route 40 fo present a
positive first impression.

Dicsipn any new public improvements in the Downlown to whd to its historic
character, Tiis includes installing older-stvle sireet lights (such as Oaldand), historic-
siyle slreel-name signs, and black (as opposed to unpainted metal) traffic signat poles.
Tf auy major sidewalk work occurs Downtown, consideration shorld be given lo [
using brick as an accent, '

Target efforts towards the most kighly visible buildings, where positive change wili be most
raticed,

Work with the Maryland Historical Trost and T.ocal organizations to provide
informaiion to property-owncts on propet methods to rehabilitate and maintain older
buildings. ‘This can be accomplished through brochures, training workshops or otic-
op-one advice. A main role of the Town Govermment may be to provide the
telephonce numbers and addresses of key persons who can providoe assistance,

Encourage {he sensifive rehabilitation of historic buildings.

- EBxterior featurcs that give 3 building a special character should be
uicovercd and restored.  These include windows, dormors, doors, porches,
coriices and frim,

- The seals, proportions, spacing and sctbacks ol older buildings should be
mamiained, and continucd in any new construction or additions.

- Brck and other masonry should he cleaned with water, brushcs, mild
detergents and/or sicam cleaning,, as opposed to sand blasting or harsh
chemicals. Sand blasling exposes the soft interior of brick and canses i to
deferioraie over lifne,
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- Move signs that cover aftractive features of a huilding.  The most
attractive signs ave oflen relicf-cut wood signs.

Parking -- To attract customers, parking musi be available and highly visible m location
thal are conveniont to all parts of the Downlown. The following aclivns are
needed regarding parking:

Use {ime limdts as necessary to make sare that the parking spaces that are most  convenicnt
tn Downtowm businesses are available for high-turnover use by cusivmers, as opposed to

heing used by low-lurrover emplovess or residents.

Promote cooperaiive efforts by businesses and proporly-owners to share off-street parking
spaces, particularly when uses need parking during different times of the day and wock.

Place prominent signs to direct customers {o parking.

Promotion and Markefing — The following actions should be considered o promotc and
market the Powntown:

Enconrage Dowmtowt businesscs 1o meake the most ot of windows by crealing allractive and
interesting displays. Tt 3 storefront is vacant, the proporiy-owner should be asked to aliow
noarhy bigingsses o plesce a display in thal window.

i - 1iang colorful festive barmers Gom sireettighis, from other posts of seross Main Steeet,

Emphasize joint evening howrs on ong or more scleeted days of the week, {o serve
persons who work during dayiime hours. Businesses should stay open at least
uniit 6 pr.m, on wockdays to allow customers Lo siop aller work.

bevelop coordinaled marketing among Downtown businesses, Teople arc more
tikcly to visit the Downfown 10 visii two or three businesses than # single busincss.
Toint marketing should not only promole the Bowntown as a whole, but also should
involved two or three complementary businesses adverlising together.

Fmphasize businesses vefering customers fo each other, including distributing
cach other’s handouts, mienus and coupons, and holding joint sales.

Ruikl a positive image fo atiract customers and investors and to build local pride.
Develop an atlractive logo that can be used in advertising, banners and contests,

Ermphasize Downtown Grantsville as a friendly place thal stresses personalized service.
Prepare an information packet that can be wused to atbracl new busincsscs.

Distribute the packel to economic devclopment organmizations, reallors and
hailding owners.
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Sponsar special ovends, simitlar o “Grantsville Days™, that will bring people and
activity to the Dowrdown. The intent is to have additional persons become familiar
with the types of goods and services that arc available. Ryenfs involving children aic
particutarly useful to attract adult rolatives,

Work with Fedoral, State amd Counfy agencies to scck to atfracl govermnment
offices to the Bowniown,

Oreanization — The following efforts arc important in organivzing Downtown efforts:

{kganize a Pownlown Rovitalization Committee of Town officials, business persons,
proparty-owners and  interested residenls fo strengthen the Dowmtown, A couple
subcommiticcs may be appropriate for specific tasks, such as doveloping joimt merketing
offoris,

Encourage tocal business-persons fo participate in small business workshops and
consuft wilh (he Smuall Busincss Devclopmen! Cenler fo shapen their business
skills,

Mamiain good conumunications with existing businesses fo encourage thom o remain
m Grantsville and to cxpand,

Financing - The following actions shonld be considered to provide sufficient financing
for Downtown revitalization:

Take full advantapc of cutside funding for Improvements, including Community
Development Block Grants {CDBG) and othor State programs.  Financing
programs arc described in the “Putting this Plan into Action™ seclion,

Seck that avea bunks establish a revolving low-interest toan pool for Inprovements to
Bownlown buildings. Sach a loan poot would help the banks to meet their
obligations under the Federal Communily Reinvestment Act.

Emphasizc financing for physical improvements to buildings, rather than operating
expenscs. Fmancing for physica! improvements is more long-term, and can benefil ¢
now business if 2 previous business closcs.

Make prospective investors aware of available meentives, such as tax credits for
rehabiiitation of historic huildings,

Carclubly examine the Town's i8x ralcs lo dotoomme if any povide a2 strong

diginceniive (o locating a business in Grantsville,

In addition, to help retain cxisting businesses and allruct mew businesscs, the Town
should reconsider the ecurrent “Ordimary Business Corporations Tax” on busincss
wventory. This tax is partieularly burdensome to some busincsscs beeausc it is not hased
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tpon actual come. As (inancial conditions allow, the Town should promise to reduce
the tax in phascs and eventually eliminate it. Or, as an allernalive, the Town should
investigale whether new businesses might be exempted from the tax.

PLAN IMPLEMENTATION ELEMENT

Granisville officials should lske several stops to implement the goals and policies
contained in the comprchensive plan including goals and policies concerning the usc of
flexible development repulations that promote inmovation and protect the environment,
strcamlined review of development applications, and the use of innovative techniques for
economic development in areas designated for growth., Sonmie of thesae stops are:

* Update the Town zoning map and zoning ordinance to be consislent with the
conprehensive plat map and with development goals and policics stated in the plan.

* Review the Town's subdivision regulations to ensure that they arc consistent with
goals and policies contained m the comprchensive plan.

* Examine the Town's procedures for review and approval of proposed development
and make changes, i ncecssary, to streamline the proccss. In particulur, review
procedures in the Town’s land subdivision ordinance io dotormine whether some
steps can be consolidaled.

* Tmplement capital project review procedures that cnsure that Infrustruclarc projocts
underiaken by the Town govermnmen! are consistent with the development goals and
policies Included in the plan.

* Work in cooperation wilh the County povermmnent on an area-wide comprehensive
plan. Emphasize the need for County government action to Hmit devclopment
belween fhe towns limits and the Casselman River to proteci senmsilive arcas.
Lurthermove, emphasize the need for the Counly lo cncourage development within
Grantsville’s boundaries in order to avoid development sprawl.

* T{ will be extremely imporiani to make surc that residenis, busincss-porsons and
property owners continue to be involved in prescrving the best festures of Grantsville,
and i improving other features.

* (Continue to work with Connty officials on development of the Northern Garrett
Indnstrial Park.

* Move lorward with efforts to intliated a Town reoycling program.

‘Town officials should also develop public investment siratcaics and resources thal further
the visions and goals dentificd in this plan. As purd of (his effort, they should develop a
capital improvement program that includes the infrastructure projects discussed i the
plan, Tn particular, it is critical (hat the Town proceed with its project o develop a reliable
waler supply. Increasing handicap access to public facilities should also be a priority
hecause of (he need for the Town to comply wilh provisions of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Town officials should alzo use their regulalory ordinances as a means for
prescrving the wnique small town character and heritage of Grantsville.
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The Town government should continue to Involve communily organizations in planning
and funding public projecis. Tn addition, officials shouwld continue to be aggressive n
seckimg County, Stale, and Federal grants.

STATE AND FEDERAL CRANIS AND LOW INTEREST LOANS

Tn 1997, the State of Maryland initfated a program of turgeting Statc Funding towards
“designated neighborhoods.” For example, these designated arcas arc to he given priority
i programs such us 100 percent funding by Maryiand DOT {or sidewalks and related
improvemenis along Statc highways. Also. Funding may only be provided for
revilalization prajects under the Neighborhood Business Development Program and for
Neighborhood Partnership Program tax credits within designated neighborhoods, The
State will aiso give prority to designated neighborhoods when considering leasing space
for State facilities. Also, maxinmm income limits and home purchase price Hoits are
higher for Stale-insured mortgages within designated nciphborhoods, The tergeting is
intcnded fo be extended to many additional types of Statc programs,

The Maryland Department of Housing and Commumily Development approves the
designation of neighbovhoods, In response fo applications from local governmenis.
Grantsvilic should prepare an application seeking the designation for the largest part of
the ‘Town that could be eligible.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE

There arc concerns about the detoriorated condition of several propertiss within tie
Jown. I these buildings arc not addvessed, they could discowrage inveshment in
neighhoring propertics. These butldings also represent [ire harards to nearby propertics.
Presenily, the main regulation that address conditions of existing buildings is the
Muaryland Livability Code. However, that Code only regulates the conditions of housing
viits that arc renled and occupicd. That Code paimarily is enforced alter 2 compliunt by
a tenant.

“BOCA Nationpal Building Code” is not currcitly utilized by Garrett County. The
building code will primarily regulate new constriction, additions and major structural
changes. Gencrally, the Buildivg code will not regulale existing building, cxeept to
tequire abandoned buldings to be secured.

Thercfore, Granlsville should consider adopling a simplc and concise Propery
Maintcnance Code. Such a Taw would requive that all existing properfiss meet certain
basic wintmum standards, such as being structurally sound. Such u law can encovrape
trresponsible property-owners o sell problem properties (o someone else who will repair
and nraintain them.
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A model Property Maintenance Code has been prepared by BOCA, a nation-wide
orpanization of cede olficials. The BOCA Code is probably move oxtensive than is
needed in Grantsville., Grantsville could adopl portions of this Code, or write its own,
afier reviewing codes in olher conwmanitics.

A Property Mainlenance Code typically requires that:

- huildings not be dangerous to the public or occupants, including dangers from fire,
damage, decay, dilapidation or unstable foundations;

- an owner of an unsafe property either repair it or demolish il within a specified period
of time:

. exicrior walls be free [iom holes and loose or rolling materials;

- 10088 be sonnd and fight;

- the inferior of buildings be struciuraity sonnd;

- gtairs and railings he kept in good repaw;

- brildings be kepl frec from rat and insecl infestation; and

» the exterior of property be maintained in & safe and sanitary condition.

A Board of Appeals comprised Town residents would be neaded to hear appesls from
decisions of the porson administering the Code.

Enforcement of a proporty maintensnce code should be coordinaled with funding
assistancc to make the improvements, where available. For cxample, property-owners
should be made fully aware of any available Federat or Slafe grants or low-inferest loans.
It may be possiblc to organize u privale low-intcrest loan pool from banks, to meet their
obligations under the Federal Commumity Reinvestment Act. These fanding programs
hoeoie particularly important when a home in need of major repafr is cccupicd by a low-
meome scpior citizen.

Summary of Major Financing Programs for Community Development

The following table concisely summarizes many types of [inancing programs that arc
available through Federal and State agencics for community development needs, Thesc
programs are modified and replaced from year-to-year. Thereiore, [t is essentiat lo
contact the relevant apency for the most up-to-date information on a particular program.

In a fow cases, the Town of Grantsville mighl be able to dircctly apply for funding. In
other cascs, it would be appropriate for the ‘Town 1o ask Garrett County to take the lead in
a particular project, considering (he fact they have a much larger administrative siafl and
that certain programs require Coumty involvement. In other cuses, the Town should make
patential inveslors awarc of potential fmancing, and connect them with the appropriated
APCNCY.
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credits are then sold {o private businesscs.

Namg of Propram General Description of Program Adminisering
. » Agency
Designated Provides priovity for muny types of MD. Deptof
Netghborhoods funding Programs, once an area is Housing and
approved as 8 “Designated Cotnmuntiy
Neighborhood” Development
Neighborhood Busincss | Provides low-Interest loans to small M3 Depl of
Developiment Program busmesses or non-profif erganizations for | Housing and
projects in older business areas, Provides | Community
up to 30% lunding of flexible gap Development
financing for busimesses starting-up or
expanding or for reuse of a vacant
buikding, Cannot be used for speeulative
. projects. e
Business Tax Credits for | Awards tux credits on a compcetitive bagis | MDD, Depl of
Meighborhood Projects To non-profit organizations that sponsor | Housing and
Community developmont projecs in Compmunity
Designated noighbothoods, The fax Development

MD. Historic
Preservalion Capital and
Non-Capital Grant
Programs

Offers prants [or capiial projects,
including the acquisilion, rehabilitation or
restoralion of historic propertics. Also
offers myants for non-capital projcets, such
gs research of historic resources, T most
cascs provides a maximum of 5% of the
projcet cost.

MUY, [istorical
Trust

MD. Cerlified Local
Govermment Grant
Program

&3, 1listoric
Prescrvation Loait
Program

Offers grants 1o local goveamments who
arc cerlified wiikin @ Federal historic
Preservalion progran, Vunds can be nsed
for research of historic rosourecs,
educational proprams, technical assistance
und other efforts.

(Ofers low-interest loans to acquire,
rehabilitate or restore properties listed on
or cligible for the National Regisler of
Historic Places, tn velwmn for an easement
guarantesing the preservation of the site.

MD. Historical
Tizsat

M3, Hisloricul
Trust

MD. Rehabilitation Tax
Subtraction

Offers redneed slale income taxes for
owner-occupatits of certified historic
Resilences, based upon the cost of the
relabiliiation of the residence.

MD. Hisiorical
Trust
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Name of Trogram | General Description of Program Administering
. L Agency
Preservaiion Tax | Offcrs State and Federal mcome tax credits Stale Program:
Credits for a perecutape of the qualifisd capital M. Depl. of
gosls to rehabilitate a certified historic Housing and
buildimgs, provided the exterior is restored. Communify
‘The federal program is pencrally limited to Development;
income-producing properiies. MD, Historic
Trusl,
liederal Program
Mational Park
o - Service.
Cormmunity Offers granis (hrough a competitive process MD. Dept
Development for a wide vanely of activitics, provided Housing and
Biock Grani The applicant proves thal the project will Commanity
{CDBG) benelit 51% low and moderale meome Developmeni;
persons or eliminate an officiaily approved Allegany Counly
“blighted” condition. Dept. of
Community
- o Services
Program: Open Provides up to 100% grant finding for WMD), Department
Space acquisition and up to 75% grant funding of Nalural
for devclopment of public recreation Resources;
faciliies and opon spacc. Projects need (o County Parks
be based upon the County Land and
Preservation and Recreation Plan. _ Recreation Dept.
Rural Legacy Divects various Staic and Federal Funds MD. Departiment
Program towards the coordinaied acguisition of key of Nafural
concentrations of natural resources and Resourees
_ agrienttural aveas. o o
Various State Provides low-interest loans to for-profits M. Dept of
Housing Programs | and non-profits for the construction or 1lousing @n
rehabilitalion of housing for low mud/ov Community
moderate meome persons. Individual Devclopment
nrograins include: Multi-Family Honsing
Rehabilitation Program, Consiruction Loan
Program and Single-I'amily Housing
i Rehabililation Propram. _
Roverse Lguity Offers low-income porsons age 65 and older the | MD. Peptof
Mortgape Propram | opporfunily fo receive income from the squily of | Housing and
their home so they wmay continre to afford to Hve | Conmunity
within it . Developrment
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Mame of Program General Description of Program Adiministering
: : Agency
State liomeowncrship Offer faverable financing to qualified M, Dept. of
Proprams Persons to purchasc their own home, Housing and
Proprams include the Settiement Expense | Community
Loan Fund, and the Preferved Interest Ratc § Dovclopment
. Loan Program. )
Fedeval Low Income (Ifters Federal tncome tax credits to pon- | MD. Dept. of
Housing Tax Credit Profit and for-profit developers of housing | Housing and
For low-mmceme persons. Nop-profits can | Conmmunity
then sell their ercdits to inveslors, | Development
Rural Economic Offers a variety of programs to finance 158, Dept. of
Develepmend Programs | economic developmoent, commurmiy Agriculture,
{formetly Furmers ITome | facilitics and low-income housing in rural | Roral
Admimislration) arcas. Development
N ) Adiministration
Netghborhood Provides funding in “designated MD. Deptof
Comservation Program neighborhoods™ upproved by the MD. Dept | Transportation
of Housing and Comumuaity Development.
can be used for sidewalks, strectseaping,
cuzbs, drainage, repaving and lighting, : e
sirect and Sidewalk Provides 100% fonding for improvemenls | MD. Dept. of
Program for new sidewalks and related Transportation
improvenments along State roads n
“destignated netghborhoods™ approved by
the MD, Dept of Housing and Community
__ Development.
TDray Care I'inancing Olfers low-nterest loans and loan MD. Depl. of
Programs guarantees for devclopment of child or Business and
senior day carc facilitics. Feonomic
L ... |Development |
Community Development | Offers low-intercst gap financing for up (o | MI). Dept. of
Block Grant Funds for 50% of projeet cost. Financing s provided | Housing and
Eeonomic Development | to municipality, which lhen maukes loans to | Community
busincsses. Emphasizes creation of low Development

and moderale mcome jobs, Can be used
(ot downlown revitalization, infrastructes,
property acguisition, building consiruction

- snd market studics.
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Name of Program | General Description of Program Administering
- S Agency
Maryland Industeial | Offors low-interest loans 1o conntics and WD, Dept. of
Land Municipalities worldng {o develop or Business and

Act Redevelop indusirial space. Cun be used for Economic
Acquistiton, utilifics, acccss roads, sile Development
Improvements and shell building
Construction. Can also he used to
Rchabilitate existing buldings as
o “incubators” for new businesses. o
Job Creation Tax Offcrs incame tax credils (o companics MD. Dept of
Credit Creating 60 or more jobs which pay at lcast Business and
150% ol the minimum wage. Leonomic
_ _ ) Dovclopment.
MD. Industrial and | Offers low-intorest loans to municipahities MD. Dept. of
Commercial Working o develop or redeveiop Businecss and
Redevelopment Commercial or lmdusinal busincsses. Feonomic
Lhund Provides up to 90% of funding need. Can Development
Be used for land,, buildings, infrastruciure
And fechnical studics. The municipalily can
‘Then foan the funds to husincsscs, provided
- The municipality guaraniees the loans, _ _
MI3, hdusirial Makes available low-interest financing for MDD, Deptof

Developmeni Busincss developmenl and expansion, Business and
Financing Except for cortain types of relail uses, Econromic
Anthority Program | Beller terms arc possible for industrial Bevelopment;

Development fanded throngh tax-exempl Phus Industrial

bonds Revenue Bonds

Fssued through
L . The County

M. Sraail Males available low-imierest linancing for M3, Dept of
Business devclopment aid expansion of small Business and
Development husinesscs. Ineludes a Long-term Guaranice Feononmic
Financing Program, a Surcty Bond Program and an Development
Anthorily Proprams | Equity Parlicipation Tnvestment Program.

Mogt programs emphasixe businesscs

ownecd by socially and scononucally

disadvantaged persons. _ _
[nvestment Offers finaneing through the Challenge MD. Dept. of
Financing Investment Program and the Hinterprise Busincss and
Programs Investment Fund, Hoomamic
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_ Developiment
Name of Program | General Description of Trogram Adminiglering
. o Agency
Appalachian Provides grants and loans through the 'ITi- Tr-County
Regional County Conneil, includmy a revoiving low- Coungil of
Commtssion Interest loan fund for businesscs for gap Weslern
Programs financtng. Maryland
Raural THiliktes Gffers low-interest loans for watcr and U.S. Drept of
Service sowage projects. Agriculiure
Financing Raural
o Utilitics Service
Ammy Corps Vartous types of projoocts to manuge U.5. Army
Proprams; flooding Corps
NRCS Walershed Of Engineers,
Progrums Baltimore
District;
U.8. Natural
Resourecs
Consgervalion
. . Serui‘:e .......
azard Mitligation | Provides 75% fanding {0 relieve immincng Federal
Grant 1lazards from Nooding. Hmergency
Program Munagement
| o Agency i
Small Creeks and Offers 50% funding to restore and improve MID. Dept. of the
Estuares Water Siream chamels. Environment,
Quality Watcr
Restoration Management
_ o Admimstration
Watcr Qualitly Stale | Provides low-interest loans to focal MD. Dept, of the
Revolving Loun Governments for projects that will improve Environimen,
Fund Watcr quality, such as stream rostoration Water
Projecis or efforts to reduce non-point Management
Source pollution. ) Administiation
Water Supply Provides low-interest loans and prants for M. Dept of the
Frouncial Water supply system repairs and upgrades. Envircament,
Assistancc Watcr
Program; Managemen]
Drinking Waler Administration
Revolving Loun
Fand

Fiood Whiigation Task Force for Weslern Muryland.

63




‘Town of Grastsyvifie Comprohansive Plan

APPENDIX A

Soil Tvpe Symibols and Mames

Symbol Name

BrA Brinkerton and Andover sitt loams, 0% to 3% slopes

BrB Brinkcrton and Andover siil loamas, 3% to 8% slopes

CaB Cavode silt loam 0% to 8% slopes

Ci{B Cookport channery loam 0% to 8% stopes

CHC2 Cookport channery loam, 8% to 15% slopes, moderately eroded
Dbi3 Drckalb channery loam, 09 to 10% slopes

ErB Erancat silt loam, 3% o 8% slopces

Er{32 Ernest silt loam, 8% to 15% siopes, moderately eroded

GnB2 Gilpin channcry silt loam, 0% lo 10% slopcs, moderately exoded
GnC2 Gilpin channery sitt loam, 10% to 20% slopes, mederately eroded

SOURCE: 1995 Grantsville Comprehensive Plan
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