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Vision

't i s Kent Countyods vpressur®has lessenetentyy snegrovemenist s
historic and cultural traditionglong with its to US301 and the renewed discussions of an
high quality of life while embracing additional Bay crossing place the County in a
sufficient economic opportunities to pide perilous pogion that is detrimental to this

for the economic welbeing of our citizas. Vision.

This Plan recognizes thagrculture is the
keystone to Kent CounQuyrgsc hnhaelrlietnaggee aanndd tihtes Co u

future.Agriculture is thdinchpinthat look to the future, requires the County to
buttresses the Count ycendnuete psoteet tegquality of pur ur e |
history, and everyday experices. Kent environment and its associated enviable
County cannot afford to have this key quality of life while meeting the economic
element damaged or displaced. This and oher needs of all our citizens.

recognition of agriculturebés status as the

highest and best use for much of the County Although our economy has expandeain
is an essential tenet of this Plan. naturalresource and working lands based

industries taa mae diversifiedone that
Rich agricultural, natural, cultural, and human includes manufacturing industries, health
resources provide t hecargemploymentoppprtunitigsevittCount y 6 s
superior quality of lifeFertile soils, gentle Washington Collegeretail, tourism, and
topography, mild climate, verdant woodlands, other serviceoriented businessese must
the Chesapeake Bay with its productive tidal seek innovative ways to continue economic
tributaries, wetlands, and marshes create an diversification This will provide suitable jOb
environment nearly unrivaledhese natural ~ opportunities for all Kent County citizens.
features enrich our economy and our lives.  Vigilantly safeguarding our precious and

irreplaceable resources is our mission.
Kent County steeped in historic tradition is ~ Therefore, we must wisely plan our future.
home to towns and villages with a strong
sense of identity. They retain much of their ~ The following principles serve to guide this
original design which serves as a template for Comprehensive Plarsavell as future policy

their continuous red steady development. and public investment decisions and other

From these abundant natural and maade County actions:

resource emerged our rich local culture, _

character, and economy. 1. Foster a diverse, stable economy that
provides economic opportunities for all

Kent County and the Eastern Shore face our citizenswhich isessential for a

unprecedented change. Historic modest healthyand balancecommunity.

growth rates and patterns are threatened and _ )

undemined by modern suburb style 2. St(_ewardshlpfourlandsandwaterssa

development and potential changes in universakethic.

commuter patterns. Although development i ! .
P 9 P 3. Continue and reaffirm our commitment to
Pagel of 136
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supportingagricultureandpromoting Authority

working landscapes. The Kent County Comprehensive Plan has
been prepared in accord with the provisions
of the Land Use Article, Subsection 3 of the
Annotated Code of Maryland. (Md. Land Use
Code Ann. 8 3Kent County has been a Code

5. Preservé he Countyds un iHarr&e(Bulequlén}y ?IQC%197OOT
life; growth is planned to occur slowly
and deliberately at a manageable rate Purpose _ | .
whichwouldn ot exceed t helhe®nprehepsyePlan is the principle

4. Preserve our cultural, historic, and
archeological resources as they are
essential to maintain our sense of place.

historic growth rate policy document outlininghe Countyd s
direction and recommended actions affecting

6. Ensure growth occurs in limited and land use, public investment, and important
specific locations in a way that other community characteristics and
complements and eahces each aspirations. Its policies and recommendations
designated growt h a aredeggaetbdt \alidand efieative folTr h e s e
locations will be a result of mutually many years. Properly used, the Plan provides
agreed upon boundaries established by  the basis for decisiemaking at all levels of
working with existing communities government and will guide the private sector

toward acceptable, beneficial, and profitable
7. Provide the elements necessary to enrich activities affecting the land and our peapl
the lives of our citizens and sustain a

healthy conmunity by including The Comprehensive Plan contains the
statement of development policy for Kent
a. a highquality system of public County by the County Commissioners. The
and private schools Plan presents a series of goals and strategies

to guide the preparation of County regulations
and the implementation of County programs
and investments.

b. a quality set ofrecreatiorand
culturalactivities,

an effective transportation system
These goals and policies are organized in
eight functional categories dealing with the
e. asafe and healthy environment  economy, towns and villages, the countryside,
- _ the environment, housing, transportation,
Kent County citizengrepared thislocument community facilities and public services, and
for KentCountycitizens. It remaingthe historic and culiral preservation. Each
responsibility of ourcitizens bothpresentind section contains a summary of important
future,to promoteandprotectthis Vision of the issues and trends, a statement of goals which
future. should guide the Countyos
programs, and a list of strategies that the
County will take to reach these goals.

d. avariety of housing types, and

Page2 of 130
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The Plan requires flic cooperation and providing more detailed information and
support to be successful. It also requires far policy, all plans and laws shall follow, and
sighted and steadfast leadership by elected conform to, the County Comprehensive Plan.
and appointed officials and public agencies. The Comprehensive Plan provides the basic
They must consistently support the Vision and essentiglolicy direction and guides the

andgoals andnaintain abngrange view development of these other plans.
wh en t h\asiofdndpolitiss are
threatened bgxpediency or quick profit. Mar y | andos Twel ve F

Further the County must consistently promote Visions
this view in all matters dealing with the
Comprehensive Plan and the subjects it

Maryland in 2009 adopted 12 visions which
covers

reflecttheStatd s ongoi ng aspiratdi
develop andmplement sound growth and

development policy. Local jurisdictions are

required to address these visions as expressed

in 81-201 of the Land Use Article in the local
comprehensive plan and implement them

through zoning ordinances and regulations.

In addition to serving as a guide for
expenditure of pdix funds in the acquisition
of land and the construction of public
facilities, the Plan forms the necessary
background for regulating land development
in the public interest. Zoning and subdivision
standards are necessary to achieve orderly
growth and aracceptable pattern of land use.
Growth and change occur with time, and
good planning principles must be established
to preserve ouyision for the future.

This planis consistent with th8taté s 1 2
visions, whichare listed below, and are
hereby included in this Comprehensive Plan
and will be implemented through application
of this Plan, thé&ent County Land Use
Ordinanceand other policies, actions, and

Land use regulation has a long history of ,
regulations

maintaining and improving property values
and t he qualiywfife.yiissalso

L AT . 1. Quality of Life and Sustainability:
ensures the minimization of conflicts among

land uses while providing for public health A high quality of life is achieved

and safety. through universal stewardship of the
land, water, and air resulting in

Relationship to Other Plans sustainable communities and

and Laws protection of the environment.

2. Public Participation:

Citizens are active partnersthe
planning and implementation of
community initiatives and are
sensitive to their responsibilities in
achieving community goals.

Kent County, as required I8tatelaws, has
preparedand continues to update a variety of
specific plans and ordinances. Among them
are the County Comprehensive Water and
Sewerage Plan, Solid Waste Plan, Economic
Development Plan, Land Use Ordinance,
Hazard Mitig.ation Plan, Watershed 3. Growth Areas:

Implementation Plari) ®ries of the . : -
Chesapeaked Heritage Ar eHOV 5 RORCEUrgied inexisting
Plan, and the Chesapeake Country Scenic population and'business centers,

Byway Corridor Management Plan. While growth areas adjacent to these centers,
or strategically selected new centers.

Page3 of 130
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4. Community Design:

Compact, mixetuse, walkable design
consistent with existing community
character and located near available or
planned transit options is encouraged
to ensure efficient use of land and
transportation resources and
preservation and enhancement of
natural sgtems, open spaces,
recreational areas, and historical,
cultural, and archeologicatsources.

Infrastructure

Growth areas have the water resources
and infrastructure to accommodate
population and business expansion in
an orderly, efficient, and
envirommentally sustainable manner;

Transportation:

A welli maintained, multimodal
transportation system facilitates the
safe, convenient, affordable, and
efficient movement of people, goods,
and services within and between
population and business centers;

Housiny:

A range of housing densities, types,
and sizes provides residential options
for citizens of all ages and incomes;

Economic Development:

Economic development and natural
resourcébased businesses that
promote employment opportunities

for all income leels within the

capacity of théStatd s nat ur al
resources, public services, and public
facilities are encouraged,;

Environmental Protection:

Land and water resources, including
the Chesapeake a@bastalBays, are
carefully managed teestoreand

Page4 of

maintainhealthy air and water, natural
systems, and living resources;

10.Resource Conservation:

Waterways, forests, agricultural areas,
open space, natural systems, and
scenic areas are conserved,;

11. Stewardship:

Government, business entities, and
residents are respsible for the
creation of sustainable communities
by collaborating to balance efficient
growth with resource protection; and

12.Implementation:

Strategies, policies, programs, and
funding for growth and development,
resource conservation, infrastructure,
and transportation are integrated
across the local, region&tate and
interstate levels to achieve these
Visions.

Snapshot of the County

KentCounty,foundedin 1642,is thesecond
oldestcountyin Maryland. Priorto European
colonizationa mosaic of native societies
inhabited the areancludingthe Tockwoghs
andWicomisses.Early settlerswere greeted
by the magnificentexpansef the Chesapeake
Bay, thebeautifulChesteand Sassafras
Rivers,whosewatersteemedvith fish;
myriadwaterfowl,verdantforests andrich
productivesoils.

AlthoughmuchhaschangedinceKent

Count yod s, machrerhainshe sammes

Thehallmarksof Kent Countycontinueto be
theChesapeakBay, its tributariesandour

rich farmland. Theseresourceshapedur
economygculture andcharacteandthey
continueto serveasthe foundationof this
Comprehensivelan.
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Kent Countyrecognizeshe future brings
change, stheprimary purpose®f this
documentreto planfor changeandguidethe
resultingdevelopment.Describedbeloware
themajorchange agenis KentCounty.
Additionaland more thorougimformation
used to develop this plas containedn the
ComprehensivPlan BackgroundDocument

Population: Kent County's population
will continue to steadily grow.

Kent Countycontinuedo havethelowest
populationof anycountyin Maryland,butin
2010,theCensusgeportedhec o u nhigkests
populationto date. TheCounty's2010
populationof 20,197represents
approximatelya 5% increasesince2000.

This growthratehasbeensignificantlylower
thannearbycounties (about 18%fhe Upper
EasterrShoreregion (15%)andthe State
(9%) andis projectedo continueto slowly
increasetleastthroughtheyear2040. The
Maryland Departmenbf Planningprojects
Kent County'spopulationwill reach21,400
by theyear2020,and23,500by theyear2040

TheMarylandDepartmeniof Planning
projectsthistrendto continue. In 2000,the
medianagefor the Countywas41.3 years and
had increased to 45.6 years by 2010. The
median age for th8tatein 2010 was 38 years.
In201Q0t he Countyos
and older was 29% of the total population,
which was four percent higher than in 2000.

Employment: Well-paying jobs are
scarce in Kent County

Since the publication of the 2006
Comprehensive Plathe County has seen a
mixed picture in job growth and wages. The
Countyds 2006
of thenewjobscreatedn the Countysince
1985o0ccurredn thetwo lowestpaying
segment®f theeconomyservicesand retalil
trade.However, recent trends have delivered
jobs in the top growth categories of education
services, construction, and
professional/technical services with a more
favorable wage structurd.heeconomyhas
transitionedrom onebasedn manufacturig
andthenaturalresourcebasedndustrieso
oneemphasizingnealth care anservice

with an average growth rate of 0.5 percent perprovidingindustries.

year.

In20100mo st t he
was located outside its incorporated

municipalities. The Town of Chestertown
held 26% of the

C o u n thry2019 Kgnt& puatyhadi 0,4 >dtotal

Housing: Single family detached

Count y 0 s homsing Yemairtsithe Bom(n&n® %)

housing type in the County

t he

remaining jurisdictions accounted for 14% of housingunits(includingownerandrenter

the County total.

Demographics: Kent County's
population is aging

Kent County'spopulationcontinues theut-
migrationof youngadultsandanin-migration
of olderagegroupsespeciallythoseof
retirementage. Sincel997 therehasbeena
slow but steadydeclinein the numberof
schootagechildren, while the numberof
citizensover60 hascontinuedo increase.

occupiedunits andvacantunits),representing
anll%increasebetween 200@nd2010.
Approximately79%of all housingunitsare
singlefamily detached uniteindover71%of
the8,1650ccupiedhousingunits areowner
occupied.Duringthe2000's hearly 65% of
thenewhousingunitsconstructedvere single
family detached homeand21%of the
remainingnew unitswerein single family
attached category.

Page5 of 130
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Subdivision Activity: The number of
existing undeveloped lots in the
County could satisfy projected
population growth for more than the
next 30 years

In 2015,Kent Countyhad3,761 unimproved
parcelsepresentin@8.8%of thetotal
numberof parcelsn theCounty. Although
manyof theseparcelsmaynotmeetcurrent
HealthDepartmenandbr zoningstandards
preventing their developmemhanywill be
ableto meettheserequirements.in addition,
88 newparcelshavebeencreatedsince2009
in the unincorporatedreaf the County. An
analysisof subdivisionactivity showsa
continuingtrend of smallerlots locatedwithin
developedareas.The Countywill coordinate
with theMaryland Departmenbf Planning
(MDP) onadevelopmentapacityanalysisn
its annual reports to MDP.

Land Use: New lots and new dwellings
are being located within already
developed areas and approximately
31% of the land area is protected by
private easements or held as parkland

Betweenl973and2002,theamountof
developedandincreasedy almost135%, but
between 2000 and 2010 conversion to
development grew more modestly by 22%
accordingo the LandUse/LandCoverdata
maintainedby the MarylandDepartmenbf
Planning. However,muchof Kent County
remainsopen. About91%is forest,wetlands,
usedfor agricultureor is otherwise classified as
undeveloped lands, whi@x is classified as
developed.

Agriculture: Kent County is taking
proactive measures to slow farmland
conversion to development

Accordingto theU.S.Censu®f Agriculture,
Kent Countycontinuego losefarmlandalbeit
ataslow rate. Theagriculturalcommunityis
committedto maintaininga strong industry

andsupportedchangeso theLandUse
Ordinancehatlimits theability of
landownergo createfarmettes. The right to
farmlaw wasreadoptedn 2004with stronger
languageo betterprotectfarmersfrom
potentialnuisancecomplaints. In addition,
many landownersareinterested in
permanentlyprotectingtheirlandthrough
easementandthe CountyCommissioners
havecommittedCounty fundsandresources
towardstheseefforts.

Forest Land: Kent County is one of the
counties with the least amount of
forest cover in Maryland

About 24%of Kent Countyis forested,
reflectingthe County'sintensiveagricultural
use.Accordingto the Departmentf Natural
Resources54%of streamsn Kent County
haveinadequatdorestedbuffers.

Goals and Strategies

This Comprehensiv@lanestablishegoals
andstrategieso achieveour Vision for Kent
County'sfuture. Thefollowing Plan contains
goalsandstrategieshataddresshe following
eightareas in whichth8tat® s 12 v i
previously mentioned atiategrated:

Economy

Towns and Villages

Countryside

Environmentand Water Resources
Housing

Transportation

Community Facilities and Public
Servies

8. Historic and Cultural Preservation

NoOokwNE

Thegoalsfor eachof theseareaslescribahe
County'spolicy and an intended future that
would result. The strategieslescribeconcrete
actionsthatthe Countywill taketo achieve
thegoalsandthe County'sVision for the
futureThi s pl anés fi
Countyds speci al

nal
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Econpym

Agriculture remains t KentChouunrempdgeentiasecpntinues to e
land use and is the preferred land use for most skew towardheretail andservicesectors.

of the County. It has served as the cultural However recent job growth has occurred in
foundation for the County and is planned to the higher paying educati@nd health care
continue its important economic and cultural fields. Further job creation in health care is
role. forecast to meet the needs of an aging
population for medical and personal
services. Retail job growth will result from
the demand for convenient access to retail
shopping in Kent County. Agnidture,
education, healthcare, manufacturing, and
tourism drive Kent

Kent County'seconomybuilds onthe
traditionallivelihoodsof farming,fishing,
forestry, andhunting associated with its
working landscapes and natural areas.
AlthoughmanyCountyresidentstill derive
incomefrom thesandustriesresourcebased
occupationprovidefull -time employment
for asmallanddecreasingpumberof County
workers. Alternativeemployment now
provides the bulk of employment

Many of our young adults after completing
their education leave the County in search of
alternative economic, social, and cultural
opportunities. It is a County prioritp retain
young citizens by creating jobs that provide
a living wage and suitable career R
dppbrierfitibs. HhEKeht Clufynikbdiah 0 S
household income would be improved by
providing such employment opportunities
especially for those who would otherwise
leave theCounty.

Broad national and regional demographic and
economic trends wil|l
labor force and economy to varying degrees.
Nationally the population isaging and new
generations are coming into the mainstream.
The nature of work has changed with
automation causing dramatic shifts in
employment opportunityl hesenew
generationghallenge many traditional
employer expectations.

This Comprehensiv@lanreaffirmsthe
importanceof traditionallocal occupations
andseekdsot ake advantage of
resource and location advantageddweelopits
existingbusinesshaseandstrong
entrepreneuriagpirit. The Countywill seeka
morediversifiedeconomythat will provide
economicstability, betterpayingjobs, anda
balancedax basesufficientto support
improvedpublic servicesandfacilities.

Count yos tolrewinitst i 0 NTp@dbENBUiNlCaSsisih the expansiorof

Seniors also challenge old assumptions, with
90% of those 50 and above planning to work
past the traditional retirement age of 65.
Longer life spans and longer work lives will
mean increased tax generation and
consumerism.

Kent

rural character. Its proximity to the mega
markets of the MieAtlantic Region and the
nationds capital
compatible economic growth (sklapl1).
Matching this favorable location with suitable
infrastructure and worforce characteristics

existingemployersattractcleanindustry,
promotethedevelopmentf small

will also upgrade its infrastructure and

develop a work force able to adapt to current

and futurelwork place requirements.

has been the WMapdshbwsdés chall enge.
the Countyds regional context .
Page7 of 130
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A Qu adfli it iy@ndnportantsiteselection 6. ldentify the skills of existingesidentsad

criteriafor manymajoremployersand localgraduates

therefore,preservingKent County'srural 7. ldentifyopportunitiesor specialized

characteand villagesis anintegralpartof businesglusterssuchasmedicalor green

theeconomicdevelopmenstrategy. businesparks

Business and Industry This study would dovetail with, and its
recommendations will become a part of the

Goal: Support Existing Business economic development plan to create a
comprehensive strategy for economic

Strategy: Implement the KeGounty development.

Economic Development Plan as amended.

_ StrategyRetainandpromoteexisting
County departments, the private sector and businesses arassistin their growth.
County citizens will work to implement the

infrastructure, education, and other Retentiorandexpansiorof local firms
recommendati ons i n t hgenetllypravidas themost praduciiverfoces
development plan, as amended and regularly for local economic development efforts and

updded. will be the keytothe C 0 u n ecpndmic

. successWhereit is consistentvith thegoals
Strategy:Completeand occasionally update andpoliciesof this plan, the County will offer
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and assistance in their local expansion and
threats (SWOT) study of Kent County retention efforts.
This study will detai frhe¢olingwilCAdhfaitadifvéntorgof t ri but e
that either encourage or discourage business gyailablecommerciabnd industrial
growth along with special opportuieis and buildings,as well as availablandto assist
threats that may affect the economy. A localfirmsin finding spacefor growth and
cleareyed assessment of these attributes expansiomwithin Kent County. This
will enable the County to most effectively inventory will be posted on the Coubty
target its economic development effoitae Economic Development webpage.

purposeof theresearclis to:

_ _ TheDepartmenbf Planning, Housingand
1. Obtainabetter Understand|ng of the role Zon|ngW|” continue tcﬁssis'Emmoyers

of economiadevelopmenin theCounty throughthe subdivision, site plargnd

2. Identifylsuccessfmeconomicdevelopment buildingpermitprocessesTheCount y 6 s
strategies EconomicDevelopmenOffice will assist

3. Identify niche neworemergingnarkets businesseready taransitionfrom home
appropriateo KentCounty basecusinesssand cottage industriésto

4. Identifytheneed®ftheincreasing number thelargerbusinesgommunity. This last point
of retirementageresidents is important to maintain the viability of

5. |dentifyth96ducati0rand5ki"S reqmred by Surrounding neighborhoods in the event a
existingbusines&ndthosenew businesgrrows beyond a hordgased scale.

businesseappropriatéo Kent County

Page8 of 130
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Map 11 Regional Context
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Strategy:SupportheC o u n HeglthGare economy. These dollars provide wages and

Industry. profits that multiply within the local
economy. Dollars that leak outside the

Kent Countyservesashometo theShore community are lost, so maximizing the

Medical Center at Chestertovinh e r e g i opuHase of local goods will result in greater

hospitalaswell as severabtherhealthcare County economic growth.

facilities. The health care industry nationally is

facing challenging times due to changes in Strategy:Maintain andenhancea quality of

inpatient versus outpatient care and the life and other factorshatare key business

insurance environmerhehospital and its location factors

associated facilities aggitical contributorgo

the local economywith its high wage KentCount y 6s seanitgsatitiesndi ng

employmentandits vital servicego County waterbasedrecreationandproximity to

residents. metropolitarareas fulfill a major business

creation and relocation requiremeifhis
KentCountyis fortunate to have its health care combined with broadband service coming
community and is ortline, theCountywill
committedto now enter a new category
supportingt. The for economic
Countywill focus development. The
economicdevelopment additional factors of work

effortsto support force compatibility and
existinghealthcare retraining capacity will be
businesseand the next challengerhe
encouragéhe goalis to providethe

developmentf new
healthrelated
businesseshereby
reinforcinga strong
economidasewhile
meetingcommunity
needs.

life styleand amenities
desirecby employers

while retainingthe
Countyénsal rur al
towncharacter.

Figurel: Consumption of local products
maximizes economic benefits

Goal: Expand and Provide More
Diversity in the Size, Number, and
Type of Businesses

Strategy: Promote appropriaiadustrial
development in the designated industrial
parks.

Strategy:Promotedevelopmerf small

Kent County will encourage the growth of locally ownedbusinesses

local industries and recruit new industries
locate in the designated industrial

: TheC o u n EcgnorsicDevelopmenOffice
development areas the County

will actasaninformationclearinghouséo

) ~ promotesmallandminority-ownedbusiness
Strategy: De v eiogragm. a 1 ge%e%pnﬁler;sb?rr%ﬂin%entrepreneuraware
of Statesponsoredsmallbusinesgoan,grant,
andincubatorprogramsaswell asassistance
availablefrom the FederaSmallBusiness

Administration. The Countywill continueto

Encouraging consumers to purchase goods
grown or produced locally helps retain the
maximum amount of money in the local
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supportandencouragesmallandminority-
ownedbusinesse® usethe local chapterof
SCORE(ServiceCorpsof Retired
Executives)the SmallBusinesPevelopment
Center(SBDC),andthe SmallBusiness
Administration(SBA).

Strategy:Encouragghedevelopmenf
cottageand homebasedusiness.

Cottageandhomebasedusinesseprovide
opportunitiedor telecommuting,
entrepreneurshi@ndreuseof older
buildings.

ThePlanning Commissiorwill evaluate
currentregulationghat pertainto cottageand
homebasedusinesseand recommend
revisionsto theseregulationgo encourage
thecreationof thesdow impact businesses.
Likewise,thePlanningDepartmentvill
assistottageandhomebasedusinesses
through thepermittingprocess.The

C 0 u n EcgnomicDevelopmenOffice will
assissuchbusinesseshroughthetransition
from homebasedusinesdnto thelarger
businesgommunity.

StrategyRecruitnewbusinessewhichare
compatiblewith he Countyos
resources.

TheCountywill recruitenvironmentally
sound,well-payingsustainabléndustries.
Sustainableindustriesaredefinedasthose
whichdo not destroyor undermineghe
resourceshey dependupon,havesomeclose
orinherentink tothecommunityandsupport
otherpublicgoalsandpolicies. In particular,
theCountywill targetbusinessethatsupport
traditionallife stylesandin turn,maintainthe
charactepof thecountryside.

Examplesarevalue addedgricultural
operationsising locakraw materialsor
agriculturalresearclcompanies.

TheC o u n EcgnorsicDevelopmenOffice

en

will facilitate economiadevelopmenkeadsor
iIdeasandassistnewandexistingbusinesses
throughthelocal, State andFederal
permittingprocesses.

Strategy:Complete the installation of
countywidehigh-speedroadband internet
serviceand build on this resource to create
new business and employment oppaties.

Kent Countyhasexpanded broadband internet
service throughout the County, which will
greatly improve internet access and processing
speed. This will facilitate eline economic
opportunitiesand the growth of other businesses
in the County With this additional fiber

optic broadband backbondgependabléigh-
speednternetservice will be available
throughout the CountyThe Countyshould
promotethe broadbandnternetserviceto

attract cleanhigh-techbusinesses and enable
existing local businegs to expand.

Ll =
KENT COUNTY ©
BUSINESS PARK

Figure2: Economic development planning
builds the local economy

Strategy:Promotethedevelopmentf the
County employmententers

TheCountyhas developedlausinespark
which hastheinfrastructurenecessarto
attractdesirabléousinesseandassistexisting
businessewith expansionsTheCounty will
continue tactivelypromotethe development
of futurepublic and privatemployment
centersaas ameando developamore
diversifiedeconomy
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By designatinguitableareasf varyingsize, Strategy: The County should explore funding

location,andnaturalcharacteristicaiith sources and the feasibility of developing a

appropriateénfrastructure and zoninthe supply of fully serviced industridnd and

Countycanencouragepotentialemployergo employment centers

locatein areasvhere employmentaind

industrialusesaredesirableand compatible. Vacant land appropriately zoned and served

TheCountycanalsoprovidea stronger by infrastructure offers suitable location for

commercial/industriaiax baseto help expansion ofocal businesses or for outside

balanceCountytax revenues. firms to relocate to the County. Often
relocation decisions are very time sensitive

Strategy: Expand regulatory flexibility for without time for the extension of utilities and

the creation of and location of employment site work.

centers and industrial uses.
Strategy-Assistemployerghroughthepermit

Through its economic development planning  process.
and land use implementation measures, the

County will supportflexibility in and an ThePlanning Departmentill assist
expanded area of employment center and prospectiveemployerthrough the
industrial zoning in gener&b support subdivision, site plargndbuilding permit
commercial and mixedse development process.
These efforts will especially focus on the o _ )
Worton area, and tHgS 301 corridowith a Likewise,the EconomicDevelopmenOffice
priority that the area between the Town of will launcha publicawarenessffortto.
Millington and the lands surrounding the familiarizethe peopleof Kent Countywith
Route 291Route 301 intersection be guided ~ theneedto supportintelligent, planned
by the desired expansion of services and economiadevelopment Economic
l ' and use identified b gevelapmensapqeessi creaingand
municipal growth element usingphysical,humanfinancial, andsocial
assets$o generatémprovedandbroadly
Potential rew sites will be located where sharececonomiovell-beingandquality of life
infrastructure exists or cdre cost for a communityor region.

effectively developed consistent with this
Comprehensive Pl an an gtrategyuppergneeffortspfghgUpper

Water and Sewerage Plan. ShoreRegionalCouncil.

Strategy: The County will coordinate and TheUpperShoreRegionalCouncilwas
work with the Count y o <regedn Qegher003(Econgmic mi ¢

development organizations to foster improved ~Development Article, Title 13, Subtitle)10
business and jogrowth. The Councilis aregionalplanningand

developmentagencyfor Cecil, Kent,and
The County will coordinate and work with for ~ QueerA n n eodirgies. It existsto fosterthe
example, the Chamber of Commerce, the physical economicandsocial development
Young Professionals, the Chester River of theregion.
Wellness Alliance, the Women in Business,

and other such organizations to bring about TheCouncilinitiates andcoordinateplans
compatible business and job growth. andprojectsfor the developmenofthea r e a 6 s

humanandeconomicresources.
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StrategyWorkcooperativelywith the
incorporated townsandprivatesector
economiaevelopmergfforts.

TheCountyCommissionerandthe
EconomicDevelopmenOffice will
work closelywith the incorporated
towns,the Chambeof Commerceand
otherprivatesectorgroupsin
developingan integratedand
coordinatececonomialevelopment
strategy.

This strategy will be included in the
Countybds economi

Figure3: Education provides future opportunities

plan Jointeffortscouldinclude
assemblingnformationfor prospective
employersand developingecruitment
package$or businesseshatareconsistent
with thegoalsandpoliciesof thisPlan.

Strategy:Encouragamoreyoungpeopleto
live andwork in KentCounty.

Create opportunities for more youpegopleto
stay in or move back to Kent County without
sacrificing their opportunities to earn a living
wage. Improve the median household income
of County residents by providing good quality
employment opportunities.

Education and Training

Goal: Develop an Educated Work
Force with the Skills and Training
Required to Serve Current and Future
Kent County Employers

Strategy:Committo excellencen theschool
system

KentCountyshouldstriveto havethebest
schoolsystemn the Stateandcaterto the
needof all students.Thiswill require
innovativepracticesandoutreacho business
andcommunityleaders.

Strategy:Developsecondarandpost
secondanschool training and
apprenticeshiprogramsthatwill train local
residentsandprovideskilledworkers that
matchtheC o u n t y-tersn labooforae
needs.

A skilledlaborforceis acritical ingredientin
attractingnewemployersaswell as satisfying
thegrowthdemand®f existing businesses.
Targetedrainingandapprenticeship
programsdevelopedn cooperatiorwith local
businesseand nonprofit organizations
includingresourcebasedbusineswill help
meettheirneedswhile also providing
opportunitiedor Kent Countyworkersto
advanceaandobtainbetterpayingjobs.

Kent Countygovernmentvill encourage
continueddialogbetweerthebusiness
community andeducationainstitutions,
including butnotlimited to theKentCounty
schoolsystems WashingtorCollege,and
Chesapeak€ollege to identify thoseskills
neededy graduateso successfullgompete
in thejob market.
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Strategy:Support and encourageade
educationat Kent CountyHigh Schooland
in thecommunity.

Public school joltrainingmustmeetthe
needof our presenandfuturedemand for
labor. The Countyrecognizesheneedto
strivefor excellenceatboththeacademic
andthevocationallevelin our public-school
system.In cooperationwith thelocal
community,Kent Countywill identify jobs
andspecial skillsneededn Kent County as
they changesuchashistoricrestoratiorand
paramedical.The Countywill alsoseekto
developpartnershipsvith localtrade
organizationgo providetrainingfor a
varietyof job opportunities.

Strategy:Increaseinvolvemenbflocal
businessem local educationsystem.

The EconomicDevelopmenOffice will
fostera cooperativeelationshipamong
public and private educatioprivate
employerscommunitycolleges andtraining
facilities to establisrandnurture vocational
trainingprograms.Theseprogramsnust be

Strategy: Explore the development of a
County volunteer coordinator program.

Volunteerism provides benefits tioe
organization as ®ll as the volunteeithe
Countyods
meaningful usefaheir time. Studies show
thisresulsin an averag&.5yearlife span

extension and many rewarding experiences.

County government and other service
organizations cahenefit from the

experience and diverse skills seniors offer.
Young volunteers can gar@suméouilding
experience as a first step into their careers.

Successful county government models exist

requiring little investment and resulting in
substantial produwity and citizen service
benefits.

Strategy:Supportdevelopmenvf marine
trade programs.

Marinetradesoffer well-paying,skilled jobs.
Marinasrequirestaffwith specializedraining
to serviceconstructyepair,commissionand
maintainboats. Currently,thereis aneedfor

gr owi ngeeks et i r ed

theseskilled employeesndmarinetrade
programghat cancertify studentsn these
specializedreas. The marine trades have
traditionallybeen andre expected to

continue to bamportanttotheCount y 6 s
economy.

designed teatisfythetrainingneedof local
businessesndto developskills in younger
workersorto re-train existingworkers. This
effort will emphasizeskills neededn the
futureandprovidetraining thatenables
workersto learnandadapto new

technologies. o _
Strategy:Promotehistoricrestoration

StrategyWorkwith WashingtorCollegeand education.

Chesapeak€ollegeto strengthemesearch

promotesasenseof community,butalso

TheCountywill continueto work to provide providesaneconomimichemarketfor

a connectiorbetweerWashingtorC o | | e g e 6 keritagetourismandhistoricrenovation.
growingresearctstrengthandthe Co u n t y 6 s TheCountywill supportavarietyof
economialevelopmenefforts Likewise,the educationatoolssuchas historicrestoration
Countywill encouragéocalemployergo trainingin thehighschooltradeeducation
recruitChesapeak€ollegegraduates. programandapprenticeshigprograms.
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Figure4: Local retaiing provides employment
and income to the economv

Retailing

Goal: Develop Diverse Retalil
Opportunities that Provide Wide
Availability of Goods and Services
with Competitive Selections and
Prices

Strategy: Promote development of local
shopping and family dining opportunities

Many Kent County residents want a better
selection of consumer goods and prices
locally. Currently, manyesidents shop in
neighboringsales tax fre®elaware, travel
to other locations or shop #ime in order to
find greater variety in price and style.

The Economic Development Office will
assess the existing merchant mix and retail
offerings and identify retail gaps.
Opportunities for retail and service activities
also may be appropriate for certain villages.
The Planning Commission when reviewing
such poposals will consider traffic and

other secondary impacts. Any retail
development in the villages or their

designated growth areas must be compatible

in size, scale, and architecture with existing

development design guidelines.

In cooperation with the local business
community, the County will look for ways
to promote the local shopping opportunities
that exist in the County.

Natural Resource and
Working Lands Based
Industries

Goal: Maintain and Strengthen
Natural Resource and Working Lands
Based Industries

Strategy:Promote théKent County
EconomidResourcaill of Rights"which
includestheright to farm, theright to fish,
andtheright to hunt.

Farming fishing,andhuntingnotonly serve
asthe foundationof the County'seconomy
butalsoof its culture. However,asthe
Countycontinuego grow anddiversify,the
noise,odor,anddustassociateevith these
activitiesmaybeviewedby someasa
nuisance.

Figure5: Commercial fishing is a tradition in Kent
County

To avoidpotentialnuisanceomplaints and
emphasiz¢heimportanceof farming,fishing,
andhunting,Kent Countywill continue to
implement andstrengthenif necessarythe
existingright-to-farm law andadoptright-to-
fish andright-to-hunt regulations.In addition
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to limiting nuisancecomplaintsthese businessesandboatingprofessional$o
ordinancesddresgoning flexibility, identify waysto expandooatingrelated
equipmenstorageandotheraccessoryneeds tourismin the County.

of thesenaturalresourcebasedndustries. _
Theupperreache®f therivers,areasaround

Strategy:PromoteKentCountyasa boating EasterrNecklsland,andthe County'smany
center. creeks provideniqueopportunitiedor
canoeing kayaking fishing, crabbing,
KentCountyhasmanyof thebasic rowing, andother waterrelatedactivities.
ingredientfor becominganimportant Thecountywill examinewaysto promote
boatingcenter: boatrentalsandothersmall businesseshich

capitalizeonthisasset.
1. An abundancef waterfront P

2. Proximity to major population Strategy:Supportcommerciafishing
centers industry.

3. Existingmarineinfrastructure
Thecommerciafishingindustryis deeply

TheCounty'sTourismDepartmentwill rootedin Kent C o u n écgnonsyhistory,
promoteall typesof boatingactivity: large andculture. TheprotectionoftheCount y 6 s
andsmallboats poatingbusinessnd workingwaterfrontand accesso tidal waters
industry,and tourismopportunitieghrough arevital to thefishing industry. Kent County
boating. watermemustcontinueto haveacces$o

publicdockingfacilities andvital waterways.
To thatend,theCountyis committedto
providingloadingandunloadingaccesgor

fin andshell fishinganddockingandmooring
for commerciafishingboatsandvessels.
Kent County alsosupportdinfish and
shellfishprocessing.

Strategy:Reconcileheneedof both
commerciabnd recreationalinterestsor

i wateraccess.
B2 A T i ,,L,vﬁ»'ﬂ_‘ﬁi"?".?' e S )
Figure6: Boating tourism adds significant benefi KentCountywatermermustcontinueto have
to the local economy access$o waterwaysandplacesvhereboats
_ _ ) and equipmentanbeloadedandunloaded.
Boatingrelatedbusinessesotonly include Currently, watermersharethis accessvith
marinasputsailmakersyachtdesignand recreationaboaters.

building, boatrepair,yachtsalesandcharters.
In recognitionof theimportanceof

KentCountywill promoteuseof its many commercialvatermenthe Countywill
assetso assurehatafull rangeof boating continueto provideconvenientlylocated
relatedindustriesandbusinessesontinueto dockingfacilities throughzoningandthe
bedeveloped. publiclandingsprogram.

Boatingplaysanimportantrolein thelocal
tourism efforts The Countywill work with
theChambenf Commerceexisting

Pagel16 of 130

Economy
Kent County Comprehensive Plan April 17,2018



Strategy:Promoteand support the TheCountywill reviewplans,policies,and

agricultural industryand securdts futurein regulationgo ensuresupportor the
theCounty. continuanceof agriculturein the County.

Kent Countydos | and use poc
Economic development strategies should agriculture as the primary and desired land

promote and support agriculture recognizing  use for most of the County.
it as the Coubaseg 6s primary | and

industry with substantiglotential for Strategy:Encouragehedevelopmentf farm-
additional growthThis policy recognizes basedbusiness including agtourism.
agricultureds keystone role in the Countyos
identity and culture and its significant Farmbasecandvalueaddedousinesseare
economic contribution. Maintenance and intendedo expancthe economic
growth of this industry will have significant opportunitieson farmswhile maintainingthe
and ongoing influence on theerall agriculturalcharacteof thearea.
prosperity and identity of Kent County. Agriculturakrelatedbusinessemclude but
Additionally, a new generation of farmers is  arenot limitedto small packing/canning
materializing and investing in local plants,dairies,roadsidestands cropgenetic
agriculture. Agricultural support industries companieswineries, breweries, tasting
and suppliers are doirigewise. roomsandequipmentepair. Growing
trends arethe direct sale of farm produdis
Economic development efforts should the consumeand agrtourism which will

recognize the need t o beweacounagea andsuppgrted.c ul t ur ed s
critical mass which ensures the market for

needed agricultural suppliers and services Another recent trend has resultedanrmers
Effort shouldbemadeto attractagricultural providing amenities and opening their land
relatedindustrieghatnotonly providejob for families to spend a day at the farm. This
opportunitiedor Countyresidentsut also provides supplementary income to the land
supporthediversificationof theagricultural owner. Such uses are and will continue to be
industryanduseraw materialsrom area permitted in the agricultural area.

farms.

Figure7: Agriculture plays a key role ithe County's economy and culture
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Strategy: Support efforts to encage young
farmers to continue
agricultural tradition.

Like the rest of the population farmers are
aging. The County will need to lend its
encouragement and support to programs
designed to support and develop young
farmers.

Strategy:Participate in regional effortsto
expandworking lands andesourceébased
economi@pportunities.

TheCountywill supporteffortsto assist
interestedarmerswith product
diversification(includingspecialtyandniche
marketdevelopment).The Countywill
nurture entrepreneuriagnterprises
establishedby local farmersandcommunity
supportedagriculture.

Tourism

Goal: Enhance and Expand Locally
Based Tourism that Is Rooted in the
Unique Natural, Cultural and Historic
Features and Qualities of Kent
County

Strategy:Continue to support antbordinate
t he C ouwismmarietingprogram.

Theabundancef natural recreational,
cultural, andhistoricalresources Kent
Countyprovidesample opportunities for
tourism making itanimportantcomponenof
thelocal economy.

The maintourism season runs May through
October, with strong shoulders of April and
November Tourism visitation is highest on
weekends bus significant during the week
as well.Tourismgenerates $55.7 million
dollars a yegdodging taxbrings $283,000
peryearto the County andtrism-related
direct jobsnumber nearly 500.

t

Kent Countyshouldseek tattractnewand
hepeat isitarsand worll teextendthar stays
with newattractionseventsagritourismand
programs.

Succeswvill requireafocusedmarketing
effortthatincludescooperatiorwith towns,
businessssociationsandlocal tourismt
relatedbusinessesThis effort should
encourageyearroundtouristactivitiesthat
promotethe naturalandculturalqualitiesof
theCounty.Historyor naturalresourcebased
toursand programsncludingcooperation
with neighboringcountieto marketthe
EasterrShoreasa destinationwill help
sustainyearround employmenand
economiapportunitiesHeritage and agi
tourism have grown in recent years and
provide a special opportunity for expansion of
Kent County tourism.

Figure8: Interpretive signage enriches the
tourism experience

Strategy:ntegrateKentCountysites,
facilities,and activitieswith a coordinated
regionaltourismprogram.

TheCountywill activelyparticipaten
regional tourismeffortsthatlink andpromote
theEasternShore'suniqueattractionsand
activities. This participationincludegoint
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advertisingand marketingof Civil War
Trails, StateHeritageAreas andtheNational
ScenidByway, themeeventsand other
programghatinvite explorationof the
EasterrShore'distoricandrecreatiorsites.

This would attractnewandrepeatvisitorsto

our tourismrelatedousinesseandencourage
the visitor to staylongerby expandinghe
destinationexperience. Th8tories of the
Chesapeake Heritage Area Management Plan
as incorporated into this Comprehensive Plan
provides some of the framework for this
cooperative effort.

Strategy:Promoteandexpandacilities,
servicesand activitiesthat supportnatural
resourcebasedeconomicdevelopment.

TheCountywill advocateéhedevelopmenof
touristfacilitiesandactivitiesthatsupport
agriculturalor maritimeoperationsartsand
entertainmentenuesgecactourism and
historicsitesandmuseumswhile retaining
theuniquecharacteof theareaandthe
quality of life enjoyedby residentand
visitors.

Thesdfacilities andactivitiesinclude:

1. Publicrestrooms

2. Adequatéodgingandrestaurant
facilities

3. Artsandentertainmerfacilitiesand
programs

4. Recreationabpportunitiessuchas
paddlinggolfing, bicycling

5. Commerciatampgroundsrprimitive
campsites

6. Nightlife entertainment

7. Trailandparkdevelopment

8. Appropriateetailandservice
operations

9. Coordinatedlirectionalsignage

10. Interpretivehistorical,agricultura)
cultural,andlandscapenarkers

Strategy: Explore the development of selected
waterfront sites tanaximize their

accessibility and functionality for residents
and tourists.

Landscapingsite,and facility amenities

should be provided at selected County owned
sites along thevaterfront to increase its
functionality for residents and tourists. The
Countyshould investigate the purchase of
waterfront property for the creation of a
waterfront park

Strategy.Link cultural heritageandtourism.

Projectsaandpublicationswvhichlink cultural
heritageandtourismhold potentialto become
importantcomponenti theCounty'stourism
program. Forexamplethe Countyandlocal
historicpreservatiomrganizationgould
develop selguidedtours,suchasafarmand

Figure9: Appropriate signage enhances the
streetscape
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countrytour, awaterwaysaddlingtour, bike
trails, ancachurchtour. Thesetoursmaybe
alongdesignatedcenicoadsyoadswith
designatedbicyclelanesor separatéiking
andbiking trails. In manycommunities
simply providingtheserailsincreases
tourism.

Strategy:Promotethe Storiesof the
ChesapeakéleritageArea.

TheCountysupportghe Storiesof the
ChesapeakHderitageA r e endirenmental,
recreationalandculturalvalues, aswell as
its role in identifying significanthistoric
sitesand districtsonthe NationalRegisterof
Historic Places.The Storiesof the
ChesapeakEleritage AreaManagement
Planenhancetheseresourcesimproves
linkagesadvancegconomicdevelopment
strategiesandprovidesfor stewardshi@nd
preservation.

Strategy:Promotethe Chesapeak€ountry
National ScenidByway.

TheChesapeak€ountryNationalScenic
Byway is oneof thenumerouscenic
bywaysin the United States. It celebrates
life ontheEasterrShore.

KentCountyis rich in agricultural,natural,
cultural,andhumanresources Quality soils,
topographyclimate,woodlandsthe
ChesapeakBaywith its tidal tributaries,
wetlandsand marshegreatean
environmentivaledby few otherareas.
Thesenaturalfeaturesenrichour economy
andthelives of our citizens. They serve and
promote the function of the scenic byway
system.

Kent Countyis alsosteepedn historic
tradition. Townsandvillageshavea strong
sensef identity, retainingheir original
designasa frameworkfor theircontinuous
andsteadydevelopmentFromthese

singularresourcesind featuresemergecdur
local culture,characterand economy.

Strategyldentifyanddevelopyearround
attractions andeventghatincreasethe
C o u n tbwyisinselated economic
developmenotentialincludinghistoric,
cultural, andarts-relatedactivitiesand
venues.

Strategy:Developtourismmanagement
policies.

The TourismAdvisory Board,in cooperation
with regional partners,will investigate
programsand policies that minimize the
impact of tourism. Thesepoliciesmay
include:

1. Standardsand guidelinesfor bus tour
operators

2. Outreachand educationto bikers and
boaters

Strategyldentifyand promotetheatricaland
cultural artsandentertainmentlistricts.

Artistsandcraftsmercan serve as a magnet for
economic growth while adding to a
communityods Aumslridur al
entertainmengctivitiesgenerate direct and

spin off economic activity helping to create the
critical mass of
Thereareanumberof programgo help
attractnewartistsor assisexistingartists.

Most notablydesignation by th&tateof
Maryland as an Arts and Entertainment
District, such as was accomplished by the
Town of Chestertownn 2015,qualifies

artists and property owners in the district for
Statetax incentivesTheCountyrecognizes
thecontributiors of its artistsandcraftsmen

and will supporteffortsto encourage
expansioror new growth in artrelated

fields.
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Of all Kent County'sattributesperhapsione
are asspecialor asidentifiableasits towns
andvillages. Someof ourcommunitiesare
architecturajewels,while othersretaintheir
agriculturalandutilitarian charm. Oneof
the guidingprinciplesof this
Comprehensiv@lanis to encouraggrowth
to occurin andaroundtheseexistingtowns,
villages,andneighborhoodshereby
preservingour otherwiserural character,
agriculturallands,andenvironment.

Accomplishingthis goalrequires a policy
framework that:

1. Guides town and village growtoit
maintainsandenhancesgxisting
characterkeeping towns and

hamlets a subset of smaller unincorporated
communities For clarity, this Plan has

eliminated the reference to hamletstas i

carried no policy implicatond he Count yods
villages vary in their size and in their

complexity and intensity dand uses. This

variation in character is recognized and

fostered in the policies later in this element
addressing village growth and design.

The Countyds incorporate

Betterton
Chestertown
Galena
Millington
RockHall

AN

villagesdesirableplacedo live,
so theywill continue toattract
residentsvho mightotherwise
residein the countryside;

2. Insureghatnewg r o wt h 0
melds withits surroundings

3. Insureghat theCounty consults
with the residents of existing
villages regarding planned
growth around their
communities

Figure10: Towns and villages serve sacial, cultural, and
economic centers

4. Facilitatesnew development
that results in an affordable and a
diverse County housing stock suitable
for all County citizens

Kent County containgncorporatedowns
laid out in colonial times, suburban
subdivisionsalong withits villages. Some
villages have public water and sewer
services.

By way of definitions, this plan refers to all
unincorporated communities as villages.
Earlier comprehensivelans recognized

The followingvillages have public
services:

1. Butlertown

2. Croshy

3. ChestervilleForest
4. Edesville

5. Georgetown(north)
6. FairledGeorgetown
7. Kennedyville

8. Tolchester Beach
9. Sharptown
10.Worton
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The following communities are also certain growthkrelated projects are eligible
considered villages but do not have public for Statefunding. PFA status is required for

services: projects hat encourage growth and
development such as highways, sewer and
1. Colemans water construction, economic development
2. Golts assistance, arfgtateleases or construction
3. Lynch of new office facilities. An exception
4. Massey process exists for public health and safety
5. Still Pond needsMap 3identifies t he Count yos
6. Big Woods funding areas. The County will encourage
7. LocustGrove growth to locate iPFAsas these areas are
8. Melitota consistent with the Coun
9. Morgnec growth areas
10.Pomona
11.Sassafras In addition, the Maryland General
Assembly approved theustainable Growth
SeeMap 2for a map of the Countypwns & Agricultural Preservation Act of 2012
andvillages. also known as the septics law. This law

_ _ required counties in concert with its
This Comprehensive Pl aihRisalitiBsto dBsRymate and didtithuish

use policy encouragegevelopmento occur all land within a county based on current and
within thedesignatedyrowthareagVillage future wastewater treatment systems and
CentersandTown Growth Areas)while planning.Four basic ties were established
preservingheexistingcharacteof these with:
communitiesandtheir historicandcultural
features. Théollowing policiesand A Tiers18 areas currently served by
strategies work to achieve this goal. public sewer

. . . A Tier 1Ad areas currently served by
State Legislation Affecting public sewer but are not considered
Towns and Villages growth areas

. A Tier2d areas planned to be served by

As noted in the $ptatanods p'utﬂctsé\/\férd ucti on,
has adopted several legislative initiatives " -
affecting growth and development across the A Tier 2A5 areas identified as Municipal
State Two measures particularly affect Growth Elemenareas
towns and vilges. They required the A Tier 38 areas served by onsite sewage

designation oPriority Funding Areas disposal systems which are located in

(PFASs) and the Septic Tiers. Rural Villages as designated under the
Priority Funding Area Act,

The 1997 Priority Funding Areas Adirects Neighborhood Development Areasd

Statefunding for growth related undeveloped tracts of land adjacent to

infrastructure to Priority Funding Areas developed areas

(PFAs), providing a geographic focus for A Tier4d areas sered by onsite sewage

Stateinvestments in growth. PFAs are
existing communities and places where local
governments plan for future growth in
concert withStatefunding. Within PFAs

disposal systems which are located in
Priority Preservation Areas
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A Tier 4A5 areas served by onsite sewage  Strategy: Locate major public and private
disposal systems which are dominated facilities in the towns

by agriculture or forest
TheCountywill encourage and guide the

The tier designations and maps are locationof major public and private
incorporated in this ComprehensiR&an facilities, suchasmajor health care facilities,
and appeain Map 4. postofficesandschoolsjnto the towns.
These facilitiefunctionascommunity
Growth in Towns gatheringpoi nts reinforcing t

o making and social interaction.
Thefive incorporatedownsof Betterton,

ChestertownGalenaMillington, andRock Strategy:Providepublicamenitiedo
Hall aretheC o u n prigcipalresidential, encouragedevelopmenwithin the
commercial,andbusinesgenters.These designatedrowth centers.
townsarethebestlocationsfor future
growthanddevelopment. The Countywill focuson addinghewand
enhancingexistingpublicamenitiesuchas
The towns have planning commissions, parks,openspacespedestriapaths,
zoningboardscomprehensive and other landscapingpikeways,wateraccesspublic
plans,andordinances along with supporting parking,pedestrian trails;ommunitycenters,
physical infrastructureThese growth andother recreational facilities in the designated
centers also contain the critical mass of town growth areas and in the villages

population allowing for the mosfficient
and convenient support systems and uses.

Giventhis goalof focusinggrowthin

existing population centerthe Countywill

coordinateandsupportown effortsto

managegrowth. To this end, Kent County

will also coordinate its planning efforts with

the townsdé growth aspirations.

Goal: Insure that Towns and Villages
Are Attractive Places to Live and
Work

Strategy:Promotetownsandvillages.

The Countywill add tothet o w actvilies
and vibrancyby promotingcultural,
recreationaland socialeventdsn the towns.
TheCounty will alsoinvestigatetax
incentivesandfocus FederabndStatefunds
onrestoringhousesand promotingsmall
businessewithin thetownsand villages A
Countywide analysis is suggested to assist
focusing incentives in targeted areas.
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Map 3i Priority Funding Areas
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Map 471 Septic Tier Designations

’ .
S3lIN I”I”]

~* Mw.m 4 ~
v-lelL [ S19 869]100 UC}BUIYSEM .«.ﬂ.n )
-Al Jol 191 _pue "ou| ejeg yue3 Aq NI
y (VALSE I 090 Il N 247 sncliopeeieuas 3
| AR [ veldel [T | | s'dew 'WVON ‘S9SN ‘Us3 2 )
7 1890IN0S :SHpal) 19he N S .
! IE]] IE]] 2= =
1 e ﬂ - I \v 99IAI18g Buluoz g BuisnoH w\\wr 2 Hlfmq. .y,\ Q
__ U:&@@J r ‘Buiuueld +o Jswuedsq / \0..). s f».w:r.\\ a%
| _ Auno) juay :s821n0S ejeq v_,r 1 5 &«
1 e . e o
' S v € 2C Llo e Q@
1
1
!

re?
~
< s S #.i5
1 ot “\.»r . M e o aogriane 7 7~ » lfct) 4 -/ \(
4 ’ } A 2T 3 e b A
| p * \v (8] \ e
] & - J n ¢ ¢
7 g P s -- R Vi
L Z us ik o e d v

April 17, 2018

Page26 of 130
Towns&Villages

Kent County Comprehensive Plan



Strategy:Requiredeveloperso engageand preservethg i ci nityds characte
informcitizensduring the development to pursuing the Countyods
review processhrough the incorporation economic development strategy.
of a participation program.

Goal: Coordinate Growth Planning

Kent Countyresidentsave and will continue with the Towns and in the Villages

to actively participaten land use and

developmentlecisions irtheir communities Strategy:Developdesignategyrowthareas
due todirect effects omuality oflife. in cooperationwith thetowns.

Kent County requirs developerso provide TheCountywill work with interested

and implemenac i t i parécipdtisnplan. incorporatedownsto identify andmap
These plans must provide that ttheveloper Countydesignategjrowthareador the
consultswith residentsandotherinterested townsconsistent with municipal growth

partiesin anopen dialogue outsidbe
standard governmengviewprocess.

Citizen participationplansfacilitate
communication early and on a continuing
basis. This ensures that both developers a
citizenshave adequate opportunities to
understand angesolveconcernandissues
relatedto proposedrojects. The County

will providemodels andjuidelineshat
describecitizenparticipationtechniques.

Strategy:Investigataechniqueso
encourageghe maintenancendreuseof

e>_<istingstructuresto eliminatephysical Figure11: New growth must beompatible with its
blight. surroundings and located in designated growth areas

ThebeautyandfunctionoftheCo unt y 6 s areas In 2006 the Stateadopted HB 1141,

villages result fromagenerabwarenesand theLocal Government Planning Aathich
active concerrfor thestructuresaand requires municipalities to aude a
landscapingf the communities.Poorly municipal growth element in their
maintainedproperties fall into disrepair, comprehensive plans. These elements are
blighting the neighborhood, and diminishing  intended to provide a formal process for
property values. This in turn discourages assessing growth potential, identifying
upkeep of surrounding properties. This is future growth locations within the
especially important for prominent buildings  jurisdiction(municipal growth areasilong
such as churches which serve as the with future annexation sites.

architectural dcus for many villages _
The C 0 u n tegignategrowthareas

KentCountywill identify tools, suchastax shouldbe coordinated closely
incentives andth8tat®d s r e habi | i trnunhidipalgiowth areas anehcompass
programsto encouragehe maintenancand existingdevelopmenandidentify areador
reuseof existingstructuresCountywide new compactmixeduseneighborhoods.
Investing in existing properties will help Whereappropriag¢, the CountyDesignated
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GrowthAreamay includea growth
boundarythatrepresentghe physicallimits

of futuretown growth. Map 5 locates the
Countyods designated

When approvedy boththe Countyandthe
towns,the designatedjrowthareaswill be
incorporatednto boththetownandCounty
comprehensivelans. This strategywill
createa systemof town growthboundaries
thatarethedividing line betweenareas
plannedor communitydevelopmenand
greenbeltareagplannedor resourcebased
usessuchasagriculture forestryandlimited
developmentesignedo maintaintherural
edgeof eachtown.

Strategy: Village growth shall be tied to a
villagedbs avail abl e

Villages can serve as appropriate locations
for additional growth provided the level of
public services can sustain the proposed
amount of development. That is, sufficient

public wastewater treatment capacity and/or

water supply capacity muskist for villages
within a sanitary service area.

Figure12: Gateway standards aid in creating good
first impressions

Strategy:Coordinatedevelopmentf the
municipal growth elemeragrowthareas
with therespectiveincorporatedown.

The Countyhasworkedand will continue to
work with eachof the incorporatedownsin

thedevelopmenbf and revisions ttown
municipal growth elements and will
continue this cooperative relationship for
thenfututeupdateeTdest. o wn s 0
growth elementaddressheirgrowthareas,
annexationpublic facilities andamenities,
and designandenvironmentaguidelines.
The County will coordinate the location of
its designated growth areas with the toévns
planning efforts

Strategy:Coordinateprojectreviewwith the
incorporatedowns.

TheCountywill forwardsubdivisionsand
site plansproposed for sitewithin onemile
of atown boundaryto the town for their
reviewandcomment. Thetowns'

p tebommendatorstust besulensttedn a

time frameconsistentvith andto not unduly
prolongthe planreviewprocess.

Strategy:Developedowngateway
standards.

Thetowngatewayswherethetransition
occurshetweertheC o u n agyicaltsiral
areasandits traditionaltown centers,
stronglyinfluencelocal andvisitor
perception®f theCounty creating what is
likely to be a lasting firsimpression.The
Countywill work with thetownsto develop
design guidelinethat will insure safe and
aestheticallypleasingentrances.

Theseguidelinesshould addresthe
accommodationf pedestriandandscaping
and screeningcontextuabuilding andsite
design,accessmprovementsandintra-
parcelconnections. From an urban design
perspective, two issuglendscaping and
appropriate sign controls when properly
addressedan dramatically improve a

corridor. The other design elements can also

play animportant role.
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Growth in Villages

Goal: Insure that Future Growth
Complements and Enhances the
Character of the Existing Villages

Strategy: Explore the creation of a limited
number of additional village zoning districts
to improve the relationship betwetire
distinct character of certain villages and
their zoning.

The current village zoning districts permit a
mix of commercial and residential uses,
which are appropriate for some villages.
Ot her wvillagesé®é
inadvertently altered by some bt uses
now permitted. This could be rectified by
creating one or several additional zoning
districts to better capture the mix of
residential and commercial uses within
diverse villages. The Planning Commission
will study this approach and make
recommend@ons to the County
Commissioners.

Strategy: Explore the use of the Sustainable
Communities Program for maintaining
County villagesb®d
economic opportunities.

The County will identify which villages are
program eligible and pursue saimable
community designation for such villages.
The Sustainable Communities Program is
designed to conserve resources, provide
green spaces and parks for recreation and
agriculture, offer many options for
transportation, use natural and cultural
resourcs wisely for future generations, and
consider the social and economic needs of
all residents.

Strategy:Ensure that development in
villages reflects the historic character of the
area.

char a

Thevillagesof Kent Countyeachhavetheir
owndistinctivecharacteryet all exhibit the
fundamental design elements of traditional
communities.They have similar and or
consistent

1. Distinct edges between villages
and their rural surroundings

2. Lot sizes and configurations

3. Building scale, massing,
materials, rootonfigurations and
orientation to the street

4. Fenestration patterns

5. Land uses
cter may be
Consideration should be given to general
traditional neighborhood design elements.
These elements should reflect the
communityobés physical
future development. Suduidelines do not
guarantee excellent architecture, but they do
help to create a degree of compatibility and
consistency with and between new
development and its surroundings.

With new growth targeted to towns and
villages ensuring appropriate designliwi

c h ar areventthe eensioth of eharpcten Sprawling

subdivisions and strip commercial
developmenalong major roadways, typical

of suburban style, automobitiependent
development, is not in keeping with Kent
Countybdés historic vil
For these reasons, growth in our towns and
villages must be carefully planned.

Some important village characteristics
include the following, accompanied by
associated strategies as appropriate:
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EdgesandBoundaries Thetownsand
villageswill havewell-definedboundaries
between their development and their agrarian
surroundings. Thisnhancesommunity
identity, preservesagriculturalland,and

limits theextensiorof public services
(water,seweretc.). Futuredevelopment

will be promotedwithin theseboundaries
andberestrictedn theoutlying areas.

Theamountandlocationof designated
growthareasaroundthe existingtownsand
villageswill bedeterminedasedn the
ability to providewaterand/orsewerservice,
the degree of existindevelopment,
environmentatonstraintsthelogical
extensiorof existingroads,andthe amount
of anticipatedgrowth. Somevillages may
havesufficient undeveloped land to
accommodate atuture developmenand
need not designaselditionalgrowtharea.

Buildings Buildingsprovide the backbone of
a village'scharacter.New buildingsand
additionsto existingbuildingsshould
maintainandenhanceharacter.By
incorporating the important architectural
characteristics of a particular village, a new
building or addition can blend with its
surroundings. These important architectural
design elements were noted above. Design
guidelinesareintendedto inform residents
and businessesf how best tanake
improvementgo their propertiesthatadd
rather thardetract fromcommunity
character.

SpatialRelationshipsThis concept refers to
the historigpatternsof developmenand
traditionalspatialrelationshipsetween
buildings,lots, and streets. These
relationships create a visual rhythm that
influences a communi

PublicSpaceandOpenSpacéWithin the
communitiespublic andespecially valued
openspaces and/or facilitiesill be

identified, planned anddesigned. Important
criteria i nlodatiodaecess,uc h
linkages,andfunction Thesespacewill
providea varietyof usessuitable for active

and passive recreationhe County and
affecteddesignateommunitieswill

exploreand implementfinancial optionsfor
theacquisitionandmaintenance ahese

public spacesand facilities.

TransportatiomndCirculatiori Properly
plannedanddesignedrehicularand
pedestriarpathwaygrovideefficientand
safecirculationto andwithin communities.
The Countywill developacomprehensive
transportatiorplan to include: public
transportatiorservicespedestriatinkages
(bikeways pathwayssidewalks andtrails),
vehicularcorridors(public streetsalleys,
and roadwaysyandaccessibl@ublic
parking.

Figurel13: Villagescontain many important
architectural examples

Historic SitesandTraditionalUse$ Historic

i greservatio romotegherevitalization

f
P Bun@idads addénGehdirh dhise| © €

community.Economicbenefitsinclude
increasegropertyvaluesandpreservation
of resourceshatsupportheritagetourism.
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The preservatiorof historicandcultural
resourcesvill beincorporatednto the
planningand developmenbf thedesignated
growthareas

NaturalEnvironmenit Theprotectionand
preservatiorof the naturalenvironmentwill
beincorporatednto the planningand
developmenbf thecommunities and
designatedjrowthareas. Thecommunities
will promoteandmaintainthesignificance
of the waterfrontenvironmentncludingthe
Chesapeak8ay, rivers,andstreams. This is
even more important now with the national
andStateemphasis on Total Maximum
Daily Loads (TMDLs) attainment.

SignificantViewsi Prominent views inspire
and define @zommunity. Significant visual
elements and vantage points will be
inventoried and prioritized. Measures will
then be established to protect important
views andvisual elements. Such elements
could include an identifiable icon of the
community's characteprominent views
within the community, and special
entranceway features and/or waterfront
areas.

CommunityService FacilitiesService
facilities providethe means for a
communityto be seHsufficient, maintain
cohesivenesand communityidentity.
Publicsevices such asvaterandsewera
postoffice,andcommunitycenterswill be
promotedn the planninganddevelopment
of thedesignateccommunities.Commercial
and professional service uses would be
encouraged in appropriate villages.

Timing andPhasingf FutureGrowth

Large developments developedvithout
phasinghavethepotentialto overwhelman
existingcommunity Growth phasing will be
encouraged to prevent oveéevelopment

Moderate Density
Development

Kent Countyhasseveral standlone
suburbamresidentiabreasf moderate
density. Theseareas are designated
Neighborhoodevelopmenireas; they
include:

1. GreggNeck/Shorewood
2. Chesapeakeanding

3. Cooperd.ane

4. KentmorePark

5. Tolchester

While theseareasarelargelydeveloped,
someadditionalinfill and redevelopment
can beexpected.The Countydoesnot
encourage oexpectto createnew
Neighborhoodevelopmenireas.

Goal: Insure that all New
Development or Redevelopment
Meets High Standards for Planning,
Workmanship, and Design

Strategy:Enhancehe characterof the
NeighborhoodDevelopmenireas.

TheCountywill enhancehecharactepf
designatedNeighborhoodevelopment
Areasby encouragingompatiblanfill
development, appropriatmmunity
servicesandreinforcing neighborhood
identitythroughwell designedandscaping,
signageandarchitecture.

Strategy:nsurethatfuturedevelopment,
redevelopmengndinfill is completedn an
environmentallyand contextsensitive
manner.

TheCountywill encourageéechniquesuch
as conservatiorsubdivisionasameando
protectenvironmentallysensitiveareas,
groundwateresourcesindtheirrecharge
areashistoric archeologicaindcultural
resourcesandscenicview sheds.
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Map 57 Designated GrowtAreas
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Community Design varietyof housingstylesintheCount y 6 s
communitieswill addto its sensef place.

KentC o u n anig@echaracteandspecial _

senseof placeevolved over time and resulted ~ R€cently communityconcernsaboutthe

as materials and construction techniques long-termimpactsandsustainabilityof
changed Additionally, citizens have neighborhoodbkave grownThis is especially

consciously chosen and actively pursued true as many newevelopments have taken
presenvingth€ ount yos ar c hi t Qttelopkpfahalanx of homewith

heritageandto enhanct through well overly repetitiveropflines,front faches,

designed growth. materials andprominentgarageopenings.
Kent County desires to avoid such

This planseekgo maintainatraditional development from dominating adefining

developmenpatternof compactownsand communitycharacterThe County will

villagessurroundedy workinglandscapes. encourage through its design guidelines/

Giventheimportanceof thetownsand developmentgprovidesufficient variation to

villagesto theC o u n overdlsharacter, remain visually interesting.

theCountywill emphasiz¢hetraditional _ o

designscaleand charactethroughall new Strategy:Workcooperativelywith village

residentsand communityorganizationgo
developa streetimprovementireeplanting,
Goal: Implement Thorough Design andmaintenanc@rogram for all villages
Review for New Development and
Major Renovations

developmenand improvemengefforts.

Streettireescontributeto the healthof the
community thebeauty,andtheoverall
Strategy:Evaluatedesignguidelines. characterof historicvillages. Planting of

street trees has been demonstrated to greatly
Existing design guidelines communicate the  improve property values and decrease the
desired architectural specifics for new length of time new and resale residences
development and provide the means to guide remain on the market. They are also a
future development in a manner which reflects  prominent feature adding to a

existing community charactérhe County nei ghborhoodds sense of
will evaluate he existing design guidelines stormwater benefits also accrue to

to ensure that they continue to adequately communities with abundant street trees.

address landscapiniglilding character,

signageandsitedesign.Maintaining The Countywill work coopergvely with

historic patternof developmenand spatial propertyownersyesidentsbusinessand
relationshipdetweerbuildingsandthe communityorganizationgo plantstreettirees
streetmustbeillustratedto meld future alongvillage roadsandto implementother
developmentvith existingcommunity streetandroadsideimprovements.

character.

Growth Management
Strategy:Encouragea widevariety of

housingstylesandsizesn all developments. In order toachieve the Comprehensive
Pl ands goals and object.i
Design guidelines should not become an continue to investigate innovative and
impediment to modern materials and current growth management tools and
construction techniqueBone sensitively a investigatenew tools as they emerge that
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control the scale, location, type, intensity,
and timing of develoment and
redevelopment.

Where appropriate, the County will work
with the incorporated towns in developing
and implementing these tools. This system
of tools must be consistent with the overall
vision for the County and can only achieve

success through regional cooperation, active

citizen involvement, and an ongoing
monitoring of the results.

o o
il S

RENNEINN T ) |

Figure14: New growth will be properly planned and
phased

StrategyEnsur e t h a tCapitah e
ImprovementProgram addresses the fiscal
impacts affiliated vth growth.

A strong Capital Improvements Program
(CIP) identifies the new or improved
facilities and services required to support
anticipated growth consistent with the
Countyds future visi
an analysis of the fiscal impacts of growdh,
priority listing of needed improvements and
facilities, their estimated cost (including life

Given the level of detail contained in a CIP,
it usually extends only five or sixegrs into

the future and is updated each year as
projects are completed and new projects are
added. The CIP should be part of the annual
budget.

Strategy:Coordinatefuturedevelopment
with the provisionof infrastructure.

Kent County will explore options to
coordinate development in the towns and
villages with public infrastructure
improvements. Th€ounty will carefully
review these options for appropriateness to a
rural community and for unintended
consequences with aneetoward preventing
sprawl development. The types and amount
of infrastructure required of new
development will be a function of its scale
and location. The Planning Commission
shall require suitable infrastructure for such
development as part of its dewpiment
review.

Strategy:lnsurethatdevelopmenpaysits
shareof thecostof providingpublic
facilities andservices

Revenue$rom new growtrshouldbe

C guffiBiénttdpayfor all public serviceand

facility expansiongequiredby thenew
growthplusthewearand tearthatthe
developmenimposeson existing
infrastructure.lt shouldincludea
proportionateshareof fundingfor scheduled
replacementand the potentialimpacton
housingcostandtraffic congestion. The
@:ou%ct CIRi mMpYcbRElI HA®
agreements to specifically identify facilities
required to meet demand on public facilities
created by a particular development covered

cycle operation, and maintenance costs), and py the agreement.

the proposed funding sources.
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Strategy:Developa seriesof indicators asa In addition,the County is to provide a

meanf evaluatingthesucces®f the development capacity analysis every three
C o u n Plgn€asd Policies yearswhich details the ultimate residential
unit potential for the county. The
In 2009 the Stateadopted th&mart development capacity is based on zoning
Growth, Measures, and Indicators and and prescribed assumptions about the
Implementation of Planning VisioAgt relationship of zoning t
This act requires counties to produce an development yield of residential units.
annual report for submission to the
Maryland Department of Planning, which The annual report muatso contain the
summarizes significant planning and acres of land preserved during the year.
development actions and activities. It also Further,the Gunty must establish a goal
requires the analysis of development for the percentage of development that will
indicators if 50 or mre new residential units locate within its priority funding areas and

are constructed in a year. The indicators list a time frame for achieving this goal.

the amount of the items below that occurred

inside and also that which occurred outside a  This last requirement pressra problem.

countyds priority f un dPriaiity fungingeaaeeas:are based on
backward looking criteria and in some

1. Amount and share of growth jurisdictions,may encourage growth in
2. Net density of growth unsuitable areas such as higdzard areas.
3. New lots ceated Kent County must establish the required
4. New home building permits percentage while maintaining consistency
issued with the policies identified in the
Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use
Ordinance.
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Countryside

The gently rolling countryside underlain by of life. This rural charaet also provides the

rich fertile soils blankets the County. This motivation for many new residents to

gift of immeasurable value is the essence of  relocate to Kent County.

Kent County both physicalland culturally.

The US Department of Agriculture identifies ~ This Plan recognizes thagriculture is the
approximately 57% of Kent Countyasprime keyst one to Kent County?od

farmland; Maryland as a whole has 23% future.This Plan provides the policies to
prime farmland. ensure this continues.

The County has some of the best farmland in  Growth on the Easte Shore has seriously
the UnitedStates having a larger percentage threatened farmland and farming. In 1997,
than even the renowned Lancaster County, the American Farmland Trust identified the
Pennsylvania. This combined with the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Plain (primarily
proximity to the meganarkets of Baltimore, Delaware and the Maryland Eastern Shore),
Washington and New York City makes Kent  as the ninth most threatened agricultural

Couny an ideal location for agribusinesses ~ region in the Unitecbtates. The Eastern
to thrive. Shorebdés |l eading poultry

be known, that if development
continued as it had in the early
years of this century, they
would need to relocate.

Residential and commercial
developments are slowly

eroding the Eastern
agricultural base, an asset that

can never be replaced. Not only

does development directly

consume farmland but it then

can create conflicts among

farmers and their new

neighbors due to normal farm

7 N
Fohd .

Figurel5: Rural land uses cover most of Kent County

According to the 2012 US Census of operations timing and associated noise and
Agriculture, the Countugtds mar ket value of
agricultural production toppehil12.2

millionT up 31% from 2007. Crop sales Current agultural operations use large
accounted for $78.3 million and livestock specialized equipment administering many
sales totad $33.8 million. land treatments suburbanites may find

objectionable. These new neighbors object
In additionto being an important component  to the noise, odor and dust associatét

of the local economy, agriculture also operations often continuing late into the
provides a picturesque agrarian landscape night. Additional gowth andthetraffic that
which enhances County tourism and is comes with itinhibits transferring farm

vitally important t o egaipmentfomtfiedddo fieldNenfaar | gual.i
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neighbors may also voice opposition to the
expansion and diversification of nearby
agricultural operations fearing greater
conflicts.

It only takesa short drive in any direction
away from Kent County to see the
development pressure which Kent County
faces. Development pressure may not be as
easily recognizable within Ke@ounty,but

the symptoms are clear. The 2006
Comprehensive Plan reported:

1 Between 1996 and 2003 there
were 221 new lots created with
44% of thosdots being createdn
2002and2003. Duringthis same
time period 55%o0f thenewlots
were createdn thecountryside.

1 Between 2004 and 2005 the
average size of new lots has
decreasedlthough new lots in the
countryside still tend to be larger
than new lots in areas zoned for
development

1 Betweeri997 and 2002 the
number of farm operations and the
average farm size has remained
fairly constant, but the median
farm size has decreastgdm 179
acres to 160 acres.

1 There continues to ba large
percentage of absentee ownership
of agricultural land, which the
National Agricultural Land Study
identifies as a symptom of an
urbanizing community.

More recently, development pressure as a
resultof the 2008 recession has moderated
but many of the factors that drove second
home growth on the Eastern Shore at the
turn of the century remain and could re
emerge.

However, agriculture in Kent County
remains strong. Investment in machinery
and building continues to be significant.
The new fertilizer supply company and its
investment in a rail spur show the private
sectoros confidence
agricultural future.

Competition for land remains elevatetth
high per acre rents and active farmer
demand for agricultural land. A5%, Kent
County has the highest percentage of total
land area in farms of any county in tBtate
as reported in the 2012 Census of
Agriculture. In addition, between 2004 and
2015, the majority ofhe new lots created
each year were located in areas zoned for
development with the exception of 2009 and
2012.The locations of lots created in 2009
were an anomaly when 7 of the total 9 lots
created were within agricultural and
resource area 2012 aly five new lots
were created, however, all were in the
agricultural and resource are&som 2004
through 2015 a total of 351 new lots were
subdivided, but of those only 65 (18.5%)
were located in the agricultural and resource
areas and 286 (81.5%) wenedevelopment
areas.

Agriculture is thdinchpinthat buttresses the
Countybés economy, cu
everyday experiences. Kent County cannot
afford to have this key element damaged or
displaced.

In the past farmland was often caesied
vacant land, an interim use or a holding zone
for future development. Todaglanning

theory has matured with full recognition
given to
the State and the nation. This recognition of
agricultur eo®estandlzestus
use for much of the County is an essential
tenet of this Plan.
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Sa in Kent County agriculture is viewed as

a permanent and preferred land use for the
majority of the County. The County
recognizes that to retain farmland,
agricul t uavaldlisymestbe n o mi
retained and enhancedlso, care must be
taken to prevent conflicting land uses from
locating in designated farming areas. Rather,
residentialcommercialand industrial uses
must be strategically located in and around
our existing tavns andvillages.

Kent County recognizes that a successful
farmland retention program requires a
comprehensive approach that integrates a
variety of techniques, promotes the purchase
of farms by farmers and minimizes the
potential conflicts between farmeansd their
nontfarm neighbors. The following goals
and strategies
based program for the retention and growth
of agriculture in Kent County. Itis a
program that was thoughtfully developed
and holds a

Countryside Defined

For the purposes of this Comprehengian,
the Countryside element applies to the
Priority Preservation Area and the areas of
Kent County dedicated to the viability of not
only agricultural production, but also the
success of a e variety of agricultural
preservation programs. The Countryside is
characterized by land in the unincorporated
areas of the County involved in active
agricultural production, conservation of
sensitive habitat, and preservation of
agritourism and naturaésourcebased
tourism.

provi de

maj oressk ey

Priority Preservation Area

With theMarylandGener al Assembl
adoption of the Agricultural Stewardship

Act of 2006, counties with certified

agricultural preservation programs were

required to adopt a Priority Preservation
AreaElement as part of the comprehensive

plan. The following section is intended to

fulfill the requirements of Agricultural

Article 2-518 andStateFinance and

Procurement Article 808 and to serve as
KentCountydos Priority Pres
ElementMap6locat es the County

Yy

The pupose of the Priority Preservation
Area (PPA) is to:

1. Egablish appropriate goals for
t h ethe@moym ang tgpes oh r o a d
agricultural resource land to be
preserved by the County;

t o 2-tOgpgeripe the kings gf agriculipral,
production the Countintends to
support and the amount of
development the County intends

to allow;

3. De<ribe the methods the County
will use to concentrate
preservation funds and other
supporting efforts in the PPA to
achieve the goals of the
Maryland Agricultural Land
Preserviaon Foundation
( MALPF) and the
preservation acreage goal; and

Coun

4. ldentify shortcomings in the
ability of the
and land management practices
and identify current or future
actions to correct the
shortcomings.

Count
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Map 61 Priority Preservation Areas
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Priority Preservation Area Origins Resource Conservationdirict (RCD).
Resource lands also include any lands

In the 1980s, the County started taking steps already protected by an easement.

to ensure the lonterm viability of

agriculture. One athe tasks given to the The initial PPA Element and map were

Agricultural Advisory Commission was to incorporated into the 2006 Comprehensive

identify and map farmland that should be for  Plan as an appendix adopted by a resolution

agricultural use. The area was to consist of of the County Commissioners on April 27,

enough land to support a variety of 2010.

agricultural activities and maintain a market

for the necessary spprt services in the The sum of the PPA consists of sufficient
County. land to help maintain a market for the

necessary agricultural support services in the
County. The agricultural areas will contain
some sensitive areas not well suited for
agriculture in order to provide large
contiguous land areas.

PPA Designation and Acreage Goal

The Statemandates that th@ounty establish
: an acreage goal within its PPA through
ReTgffie 5 v easements and zoning that equals at least

— . ram— : 80% of the remaining undeveloped areas of

Figure16: Corn and soybean production are land in the PPA as calculated at the time of

the Countyédés princip R -

commodities application forMaryland Agricultural Land

Preservation FoundatioMALPF) and the

Maryland Department of Planning

The original Priority Preservation Area map certification or recertificationEssentially,

included almost all of the undeveloped land this is one area or more where agriculture

Ve e L

in the County. In addition, Kent County will be the focus of longerm efforts and
farmers made it clear that no targeted area of investment by the County to ensure its

the County should be given special ongoing success and profitability.
preference foeasement acquisitiénall

farmers should be given an equal The tdal land area of the County is 179,840
opportunity to participate in land acres and the total area in resource lands is

preservation prografdsa n d t h e Co u apprexgrately 151,350 acrdgnder the
easement ranking system will bringthebest Count yos Land Use Ordina
farms to the top of the list 20 acres is considered a farm, and for the

purposes of the PPA, parcels under 20 acres
Therefore, the Count y amsscorRidered developed. Approximately

Preservation Areaonsists of the majority of 6,630 acres within the PPA are subdivided
the Countydés fAresour c itopaecelsdurder®0 aecrescahdul4li9269g
any lands within growth areas or areas acres are considered undeveloped. Eighty
already too fragmented by development. percent of the undeveloped land is
Resource lands are defined as any parcel approximately 114,340 acres.

zoned Agricultural Zoning District (AZD) or
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The County has a long traditief land
preservation. Since the 1970s when the first
easements were donated to the Maryland
Environmental Trust through the 2008
MALPF easement offers, almost 29,775
acres of private land has been placed under
some type of easement, and approximately
7,950 acres is publicly owned as park,
recreationpr resource management land. By
2017a total 0f38,863acres were protected
by easements. Therefore, approximately
46,813acres, 083 %, of the undeveloped
portion of thePPAare already protected in
somefashion.

Preventing Fragmentation

The County adopted its current Land Use
Ordinance in December 2002, which went
into effect in October 2003. This Ordinance
encourages the preservation of agricultural
and resource lands and addresses the
farmette issue tiough subdivision
provisions.

Within the Agricultural Zoning District
(AZD) the base density remains at 1
dwelling unit per 30 acres; however,
subdivided lots may be less than 30 acres
with the stipulation that the total aggregate
acreage of new lots cannot comprise more
than 10% of th original tract, known as the
10% rule. Subdivisions where the resulting
parcels are 10@cres or larger do not count

toward the maximum developed percentage.

With this restriction, landowners are unable
to fragment the Agricultural Zoning District
into 30-acre farmettes.

As an alternative to the AZD density of 1
dwelling unit per 30 acres, there is also an
enclave development provision that allows a
density of 1 dwelling unit per 10 acres
provided that bulk and design standards can
be met, which are qutrestrictive. The
maximum enclave size is 10 dwellings and
the minimum is 3 dwellings. In addition, the
maximum lot size is 0.75 acres and the 10%

rule still appliesOnly one enclave is
allowed per parcel. There is also a 666t
setback from the exteamhaccess road, plus a
600-foot setback from any protected lands
(easements or local County Agricultural
Preservation Districtfrurthermore, the
applicant must demonstrate that the
remaining agricultural land is suitable for
commercially viable agricultat enterprises
and that neighboring agricultural operations
will also not be adversely impacted.

Challenges for the Priority
Preservation Area

The Countybés most
the acquisition of agricultural preservation
easements is dependermeethe Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation
(MALPF) as the primary program for the
purchase of easements. The County
recognizes the need find alternative
sources of funding to support land
preservation and will continue to investigate
means of increasing funding from other
sources.

As has been in the past, there is still
insufficient development pressure to support
atransfer of development right§DR)
program within the County or
collaboratively with theowns.However,

the County will continue to keep the
possibility of developing a TDR program as
an option for the futurdn addition, the
County will review existing fees and
regulations to evaluate whether or not they
interfere with existing agricultural
operaions or the ability of farmers to
diversify. The County is committed to
taking a preactive approach to investigating
new opportunities to promote and maintain
its strong agricultural industry.
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Goal: Support Agriculture as a
Permanent and Preferred Land Use

Strategy:PromoteKentCountyasan
agriculturally-friendly county.

Maintaining a strong agricultural industry is
a core principle in Kent County. Over the
yearsthe County has supported programs
and policies to encourage a diversified
agricultural economy. Stewardship of our
lands and waters is a universal ethic and any
agricultural operation which respects the
lands, waters and culture of the region has a
placein Kent County. As agriculture has
changed, the County has responded by
changing regulations and policies to keep
the industry strong. In Kent County,
agriculture is an important component of the
economy and not just a way of life.

The County will promotétself as an
agriculturallyfriendly place through its land
use policies, as well as economic and
tourism development efforts. There is no
one kind of agriculture the County intends to
support. Agriculture is a changing industry
and farmers need to be altbechange and
adapt to stay in business. With an ethic of
stewardship for our lands and waters guiding
decisions, the County will continue to
support all types of agricultural operations.

It has served and will continue to serve as a
place for farmers whwant to continue
farming. TheCounty will periodically

review and, if necessary, update the right to
farmordinance.

The Agricultural Zoning District also
considers how land uses can affect
agricultural operations. Beginning with the
1989 Zoning Ordinancehe County
removed uses that could be incompatible
with farming, such as new churches. With
the 2002 Ordinance, the County expanded
the uses that support agriculture, which
included allowing structures for processing
animals and farm products.

Figurel7: Agriculture is the preferred land use
in the @untryside

Strategy:Supportprogramsandinitiativesto
maintainthe economicviability of
agriculture

To ensure proper consideration of
agricultural issues and the inclusion of the
agricultural community in all decisions
affecting the future of farming, the County
will appoint agricultural representatives on
its relevant boards and commissions.

Moreover, the County intends to allow very
limited development in the Priority
Preservation Area. The County is committed
to directing growth adjacent to existing
neighborhoodsvillages,and towns. The
County has one of the lowest land
conversion rates in thgtateand the demand
for agricultural land remains high. At the
present time, there is competitiamong
farmers for land whenever farms come up
for sale, and there continusbe an influx

of farmers from other regions who want to
relocate to Kent County due to its reputation
for strong support of the industry
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Strategy: Identifyfand foragricultural use
through the Priority Preservation Area.

Through the Agricultural Stewdship Act

of 2006 (HB 2), and as modified during the
2007 Legislative Session by HB 1354, the
Staterequired counties to incorporate a
Priority Preservation Area Element into its
comprehensive landse plan in order to be
certified undeits CertificationProgram.

A Priority Preservation Area (PPA) is an
explicitly delineated area within the county.
As acertified county, Kent County
maintains a designated agricultural Priority
Preservation Areds part of the re
certification evaluatiosthe County is
required to maintain policies, ordinances,
regulations, and rules that, at minimum, do
not interfere with normal agricultural and
forestry activities and, preferably, support
the ability of working farms to engage in
normal agricultural antbrestry activities.

See the preceding Priority Preservation Area
discussion for the details of this technique.

Thepurchasef easementandeffortsof
locallandconservanciewill betargetedo
these the Priority Preservation Areasl the
relatedmapwill beperiodicallyreviewed and
updated as necessary.

Goal: Support Agriculture through
Outreach and Education

Strategy:Promotea regional Farm Link
Program.

The County will encourage a local
agricultural interest group to establish a
Farm Link Programwvhich helps match
farmers (especially young farmers) with
those who want to sell or lease their farms.

Strategy:Developan outreachprogramto
recognizeagricultureand its importance to
the County

It is important for visitors and new residents
to recognize the importance of agriculture
and its value to the County. Outreach
through brochures, interpretive sites along
the Chesapeake Country National Scenic
Byway, or signs located at key gateways
may encourage people to become more
aware of the coungside and to better
understand the needs of farmers.

Strategy:Promotethe useof best
managemerpracticesand supportfull
fundingof technicalassistancend cost
shareprograms

Although most farms already employ best
management practices, there ised to
develop comprehensive farm management
plans and update existing practices.
Comprehensive farm management uses
coordinated nutrient and erosion control
practices to mitigate the environmental
impacts of agriculture. One way to introduce
new practice to farmers, contractors and the
community is with agricultural and habitat
restoration field days. Such field days
should be fostered.

Increased funding is necessary to provide
the technical assistance to prepare the plans
and the cost share to then impient the

plans.

Goal: Maintain Agricultural Land and
Forests

Strategy:Retainthe AgriculturalZoning
District.

The County has established and will

maintain the Agricultural Zoning District
(AZD). It is important to focus attention on
agriculture as amdustry rather than merely
addressing open space or the preservation of
rural character. In Kent County, continuing
agriculture as an industry is recognized as a
key el ement to the
development and serves as a cultural
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underpinning, so iteetention and viability indugry and may involve necessary

has always been and will continue to be a noise,dust,and odor. The County
top priority for County land use and other will review existing setbacks and
policies. buffers for these types of business
mindful that for most of the County
For agriculture to continue as a viable agriculture is the preferred use and
industry, specific standards which address conflicting norfarm construction
preferred uses, farmland retention and shall continudo bediscouraged.
diversification of the agricultural economy
are essential. These standards have been 3. Farmbased businesses and cottage
built 1 nto this Pl ands i andhoenéhasedtoeccupationsthgiard i ci e
and must be vigorously pursued. compatible with agricultural
operations are encouraged in the
Farming, animal husbandry and agribusiness agricultural zoning district as a
are the primargand preferredises in the means to further diversify the
Agricultural ZoningDistrict. The district County's economy

shall implement the following policies:
4. Largecontiguous areasf prime

1. Constrution that is not related to agricultural land are critical to an
farming or agricultural support expanding and prosperous
services is not appropriate. To agricultural industry. The
minimize conflicts between land preservation of such areas reduces
uses, such nefarm construction the potential for conflicts between
must be limited and that wt is farmers and their nefarm
allowed must officially recognize the neighbors, allows the
characteristics of an active diversification of agricultural
agricultural community, i.e. odor, operaions and reduces the need
dust,andnoise. In particular, for regulations governing
housing development should be nuisances sometimes associated
limited as such development in with agribusiness. It is therefore
agricultural areas sets up conflicts essential to minimize land
between agricultad operations and consumption by nofiarm related
their neighborsin addition, as development and to target the
protection of rural character and view Agricultural Zoning District for
scapethere can be no more thavo easement prognas and farm
new lots fronting on an existing public retention policies.
road; any additional lots would be
served by a deeded private road. 5. Publicwater and/or sewer systems

are not planned for this zoning

2. Astime changes andarket demand district and will not be extended into
shifts, the ability to diversify or through this zoning district except
agricultural operations and to to correct situations where:
expand agribusiness and agricultural
support services is crucial to the a. An existing developed property
continuance of agriculture as an has a dysfunctional esite
industry. These businesses are wastewater treatment or water
critical adjuncts to the agricultural supply system (hereafter
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referred to as a sanitary system)

t hat, due to the
characteristics, cannot be

replaced with a system meeting
current health and

environmental standardsind

. There exists a public or other
community sanitary system that
can practically and
economically supply service to
the parcel and its existing uses;
and

Theprovision of such service
will not result in material
expansion, new lot creaticor
otherwise materially intensify
the use of the propertgnd

. ThePlanning Commission
makes a finding that provision
of the service is consistent with
this ComprehensivBlan; and

. A Comprehensive Water and
Sewerage Plan amendment is
approved by the County and the
State and

This policy shall not be
interpreted to allow additional
new development and/or
material intensification of an
existing use and is reserved
for special circumstams to
protect public health and the
environment and not to foster
development of residential,
commercialand/or industrial
uses in this zoning district

Strategy:Retainthe Resource
(oasenamoiDBtaCt.

The County will maintain its current
standardgor the Resource Conservation
District (RCA). The district shall
implement the following policies

1. Conserve, protect, and enhance the
overall ecological values of the
Chesapeake Bdyritical Area, its
biological productivity, and its
diversity;

2. Provide adguate breeding,
feeding, and wintering habitats for
wildlife populations that require
the Chesapeake Bay, its
tributaries, or coastal habitats to
sustain viable populations

3. Conserve the existing developed
woodlands and forests for their
water quality benigs;

4. Conservehe land and water
resource base necessary to
maintain and support such uses as
agriculture, forestryfisheries,
and aquaculture. This includes
areas characterized by nature
dominated environments (that is,
wetlands, forests, and abandoned
fields) andresourcebased
activities (that is, agriculture,
forestry, hunting, fisheriés
activities, or aquacultuye

5. Public water and/or sewer systems
are not planned for this zoning
district andwill not be extended into
or throughthis zoning district except
to correctsituations where:

a. An existing developed property
has dysfunctional osite
wastewater treatment or water
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suppy system(hereafter referred
to asasanitary systemhat, due
to the parcel 6s
cannot be replaced with a system
meeting current health and
environmental standards; and

. There exists a public or other
community sanitary system that
can pratically and economically
supply service to the parcel and
its existing uses; and

The provision of such service
will not result in material
expansion, new lot creation or
otherwise materially intensify the
use of the property; and

. The PlanningCommission makes
a finding that provision of the
service is consistent with this
Comprehensive Plan; and

. A Comprehensive Water and
Sewerage Plan amendment is
approved by the County and the
State and

This policy shall not be
interpreted to allow additioha
newdevelopmenand/or material
intensification of an existing use
and is reserved for special
circumstances to protect public
health and the environment and
not to foster development of
residentialcommercialand/or
industrial uses in this zoning
district.

Strategy:Reviewthe Rural Character
ZoningDistrict.

The purpose of the Rural Character Zoning
(RCD) District is to satisfy the market
demand for rural lots in a location that

minimizes conflicts with agricultural
operations while maintaining rural character.
cTheaRural Chaeactdar Bigtrict enay,function
as a transition between towns, villages,
existingdevelopmentsand the Agricultural

Zoning District. The following

policies will

apply to the Rural Character District:

1. Residential development will follow
design standards to preserve rural
character. These design standards
will provide guidelines for
protecting significant rural features,
preserving scenic views, designing
with the ratural topography, and
locating new buildings to minimize
their impact on rural character

2. Recreational uses, such as golf
courses, racquet courts, and stables
may locate in these areas, but most
commercial and industrial uses will

be prohibited

3. Publicwater and/or sewer systems
are not planned for this zoning
district and will not be extended into
or through this zoning district except
to correct situations where:

a. An existing developed property
has dysfunctional osite
wastewater treatment or water
suppl system (hereinafter
referred to as sanitary system)

t hat , due

to the

characteristics, cannot be
replaced with a system meeting
current health and environmental

standardsand

b. There exists a public or other
community sanitary system that
can pratically and economically
supply service to the parcel and

its existing usesand
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c. Theprovision of such service

will not result in material
expansion, new lot creation or
otherwise materially intensify the
use of the propertygnd

The Planning Commissionakes
a finding that provision of the
service is consistent with this
Comprehensive Plaand

A Comprehensive Water and
Sewerage Plan amendment is
approved by the County and the
State and

This policy shall not be
interpreted to allow additional
new develoment and/or material
intensification of an existing use
and is reserved for special
circumstances to protect public
health and the environment and
not to foster development of
residentialcommercialand/or
industrial uses in this zoning
district

Strategy:Reducehe numberof
undevelopedtbtsin the Priority
Preservation Area

Currently, there are over 3,700 undeveloped

parcels in Kent County, though only 932 of
those parcels are locatedtire Agricultural
Zoning District or the Resource
Conservation District. Of those, 388 are
parcels that are 28cres or greater in size

t hat

me et t he

considered a farm. This means that 544
parcels are undeveloped lots of ldsst 20

acres.

In order to achieve the goal of maintaining
the rural and agricultural character of the
County, the number of existing, scattered,
undeveloped lots located in the agricultural
and resource conservation areas must be

Countyo

reduced. The County wigursue lot
consolidation methods for landowners to
voluntarily incorporate these parcels into the

main farm parcels.

Goal: Promote Voluntary Programs to

Permanently Preserve Agricultural

Lands

Strategy:Investigatea Transferof

DevelopmenRights(TDR)Program

Most Transfer of Development Rights

(TDR) programs are voluntary private sector
processes for preserving farmland. Such
programs create "sending" areas, from
which a property owner can sell and thereby
transfer development rights; these are the
areas the County wishes to preserve. Also

created are "receiving" areas where
devel

transferred
downo and can
lots.

be

opment
convert

Receiving areas are designed for growth and
must have adequate public facilities. The
price for the transferred right is determined
by market forces with the County registering
and tracking their sale and location/use.

For example, a developer purchases
development rights (density) from a
landowner in a sending area and the

purchased developmerights enables the
buyer to create additional lots equal to the
number of development rights purchased

from the sending zone in a designated

bei

receiving zone.

s threshold fo

r

ng

The Agricultural Zoning Districtvould be

designategsasendingzone for

development rightsThe Rural Character
Zone and planned growth areas around
towns and villages would be designated as
"receiving" zones, allowing densities to

increase if TDRs are purchased
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Through intefjurisdictional agreements, the certified and will look for ways to increase

incorporated towns could also be desitpd funding above the minimum requirement.

as Areceivingod zones. The densities of the

designated growth areas under their base Strategy:Participatein all availableland

zoning would be relatively low, with TDR preservationprograms

as the only means to permit higher densities, . _

thereby encouraging the use of TDRBe There are a variety of lamuteservation

TDR Program wuld set out the maximum programs available. The County will

permitted densities for these areas. continue to participate in as many programs
as possible. These programs may include but

Strategy:Explore County Purchase of are not limited to the Maryland Agricultural

DevelopmenRights(PDR)Program Land Preservation Foundation, the Maryland
Environmental Trust, the Rurhkgacy

The Countywill exploreoptionsfor fundinga Program, the Federal Farmland and

CountyPurchasef DevelopmenRights Ranchland Preservation Program, and the

(PDR) progranto supplementheMaryland Eastern Shore Lardonservancy

Agricultural LandPreservatiofroundation Agricultural Security Corridor.

andMaryland EnvironmentallrustProgram.
The County supports the efforts of the

Thecreationof a local PDR programwould Eastern Shore 2010 Agreemeniginal goal
allow the Countyto establishts own to preserve through permanewgisements

standard$or determiningeasementalue,set 50% of the Upper Eastern
its own procedure$or paying landowners, Lands by 2010.

andhavemorecontroloverfunding levels.
Thefundsgeneratedrom this programwill
beusedfor acquiringdevelopmentightsin
theAgricultural ZoningDistrict.

Strategy:Maintain a StateCertified
Agricultural PreservatiorProgram

Kent County will continue to maintaibtate
certification of its agricultural preservation
program. The Maryland Department of
Planning and the Maryland Agricultural
Land Preservation Foundation currently
certify county agricultural land preservation | Figure18: Agriculture provides direct and indirect

programs, which affects the allocation of economic benefits which are not necessarily credited t(
Stateagricultural transfer tax revenues. agriculture by standard economic statistics

Counties which are certified, such as Kent, Strategy:Exploretax creditincentive

retain 75% of the locally derived agricultural ~ Programfor landsprotectedoy MALPF
transfer tax revenues. One requirement of districts andeasements

certification requires the commitment of
County funds towards easement acquisition.
The County will continue to commit the
minimum funds necessary to remain

Many counties offer tax credits to
landowners enrolled in the Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation
Program as an incentive to encourage
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landowners to participate. It may also be
possible to use a tax credit program to
provide funding for langbreservation by
allowing landowners to pay the full tax but
have the value of the credit placed in a land
preservation fund.

Strategy:Supportfundingof all land
preservationprograms

It is important at all levels of government
that funding for agricultural preservation
programs be maintained or increased. These
programs may include but are not limited to
the Federal Farmland and Ranchland
Protection Program, the Maryland
Agricultural Land PreservatioRrogram,

and the Rural Legacy Program.

Goal: Protect Agricultural Areas,
Forested Lands, and Open Spaces in
the Countryside

Strategy:Protectagricultural areasfrom
incompatiblecapital projects

Often, public construction projects suah
highways, schools, and sewer and water
facilities can disrupt agricultural activities,
take agricultural land, or encourage
sprawling developmenpatterns.
Incompatiblecapitalprojectswill notbe
locatedwithin the Agricultural District unless
it canbeproventhatnootheralternativesare
available andthey shall béocatedsoasto
minimizeadverseeffectson theneighboring
agriculturalland.

Strategy:Protectforestedand andother
openspacesn theCountryside

Not all land in the Countryside is suitable
for agriculture. Although these areas may
not be productive agriculturally, they are an
important part of our rural character and
natural environment. Steegp poorly drained
soils are often forested or are watla; both
provide valuable wildlife habitats and
protect water quality. The County will
encourage the conservation of these areas.

Figure19: Forests provide ecological, stormwater,
and economibenefits

Strategy: Define scenic view sheds and
develop guidelines to protect the most
threatened views.

The County will consider completing a

study to define important scenic views and
will consider developing guidelines to
protect the most threatened views. The loss
and marring of scenic views especially along
the Chesapeake Country Scenic Byway as
well asin and around our historic villages

will have a major impact on the rural
character of th€ourty.
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Environment

Kent County is blessed with a rich natural
resource base. The County seeks to maintain
and improve these natural resources through
the pactice of sustainability in its
development regulations and policies and its
own facilities and operations.

Simply put, sustainability seeks to meet
present needs without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their
own needs. It provide®f intergenerational
equity.

Kent Countyds most
include the Chesapeake Bay and its
tributaries, fertile soils, rich marshlands, and
a landscape teeming with wildlife. These
resources along with the lifestyle and
economy they generateeathe foundation
from which our local culture emerged.
Today,not only are they key elemeraf
Kent's economy and quality of life, baitso,
they are the very essence of its character.
These irreplaceable resources combined
with our
to keep the County thriving while honoring
our natural heritage.

The
includes:

Countyobs i

Clean air,

Prime agricultural land,

Tidal and nortidal wetlands,
Woodlands and large forests,
Ground water aquifers,

The Chesapeake Bay,

The Chester River,

The Sassafras River
Otherrivers anaheir tributaries and
ponds,

Mineral resources,

= =488 _9_9_9_92_2°_-2-

=

pronﬂi

ci tnesailseide r e 9

mportant

1 Working landscapes for agriculture
and fisheries,

Vistas and open space,

Historic sitesheritage and cultural
areas,

91 Dark nightime skies and

1 A peaceful, unhurried atmosphere.

E ]

The County also values its diverse €co
systems, which include:

1 Hedgerows

Verdant crqpped fields

Bi\?epsg shf)}?e%nesl, mar ks

1 Meadows,

1 Forests,

1 Wetlands, submerged aquatic
vegetationand other plant
communities.

Figure20: Kent County provides many enriching
opportunities

These systems contain a wide variety of
wildlife including deer, small mammals,
reptiles and amphibians, waterfowl, game
and song birds, colonial nesting water birds,
raptors, fish, cray and a rich variety of
shellfish.

These environmental resources have
enhanced Kent County in a wide variety of
ways, and the County strives to continue its
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balanced approach to their sustainable use Simply put, the Water Resources Element

by: should answer three questions:

1. Keeping its communities desirable 1. Is there adequate water supply to
places to live tht offer economic meet current and future needs?
and other opportunities to their
inhabitants 2. Is there adequate wastewraand

septic supply to meet current and

2. Preserving naturaksource future needs?

3. Sustaining natural biodiversity for 3. What, if any, impact will meeting
the services it provides to society and these needs have on water
for its inherent value resources?

Incorporated withirthis Environmental Within this sectionthe data and results of
Elementis the WateResouces Element, the Water Resources Element Analysis are
Areas of CriticalStateConcern Element, the summarizedThe completalata set and
Mineral Resources Element, the Sensitive analyss of theWater Resources Elemesrte
Areas Element, a Fisheries Element, and located within th&kent County

Flood Control Element. These combined Comprehensive Water and Sewerage Plan
Elementddentify the strategies and

proposals for achieving environmental The Water Resources Element identifies
stability and enhancements while drinking water resources and wastewater

contempl ating pl anni ngeatmenefacitiesineedeg ® supgorit ur e .
existing and futurelevelopmentlt also

Water Resources Element identifies suitable receiving waters for

. existing and future wastewater and
An aIySIS stormwater discharge¥Vith the initial
Water Resources Element adopted in 2010,
Kent County and the Towns of Betterton,
Chestertown, Galena, Millington, an@é&k
Hall prepared a water resources element to
A f oc us ingreas est uited to use the
existing and planned water and wastewater
infrastructure that will protect and preserve
the natural environs, promote economic
growth and support diversity of livg

The Water Resources Element (WRE), as
defined bythe Land Use Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland &110,
establishes:

1. A clear relationship between
existing and proposed future
development;

2. The relationship between drinking environments Thacukeetn t
water and wastewater demand and Water Resources Element continues this
the facilities necessary to meet approach.

demands created by anticipated

development: and A key element of the Water Resources

Element is the Maryland Department of

contol anticipated stormwater and Model 2016.This model provides a scenario

non-point source water pollution for potential growth and its location in Kent

generated by new development. County through the year 204@s a model,
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it is based on a series of assumptions which  direct most urban development to the

have been documented by MDFhe model Countyodos towhnheCoamyd vill a
relies on population and household has been successful in its implementation of
projections, development location, and yield  SmartGrowth principks.

trends dthe last 20 yeardt also

contemplates existing zoning and a series of It appears that the MDP Mel may be

assumptions about the development predicting more developed acreage to occur
potential of parcelsThe model then in the rural portions of the County than the
aggregates by subwatershed the individual Count yds pol iThgeforroul d pe
parcel development potential considering the County will continue to monitor, through
population and household pections to its annual reports and its interim review of
make its residential unit projections. the Comprehensive Plan gtlactual location

and amount of future developmelttis
The model provides a starting point which expected that future development will
represents a moesixtreme growth scenario continue to respond to County growth
for anticipating future demand for public policies.This may result in the demand for
water and sewer services and the resulting public water and seweragervices to grow
pollution loadsThis projection des not sooner than predicted by the madel
represent the Countyds historic or current
growth patternsvhich imply less growth The five incorporated towns in Kent County
The model assumes based on past trends all offer public water and sewer service to
about half of new development (50%) would  residents and businesses within their
be served by public water and sewerage boundaries and, in most cases, to residents
services with the other half served by in limited, designated areas outside their
individual wells and orsite septic systems. corporate limitsThe Kent County

Departmenbf Water and Wastewater owns
MDP projections for the year 2040 reveal a and operates all water and wastewater

County population of 23,500 people and systems (including transmission and

10,675 household¥he most recent County coll ection infrastructur
American Community Survey estimates a unincorporated service areas and entered

current population (2015) of 19,787 people inte-municipal agreements with the Towns

and 7,448 buseholds (2014 herefore the of Chestertown, Millingtonand Rock Hall

County is expected to grow by about 3,713 to serve areas in the County with failing
people or an additional 2,500 households by  septic systems.

2040.If the ratio of public water and

sewerage service in the MDP Land Use Goal: Maintain and Implement the
Change Analysis 2016 Model (50 percent) is Water Resources Element (WRE).
factored in,then he Countyds and town

public water and wastewater treatment Strategy:Incorporate the WRE into the

systems can expect an increase of Countyds Comprehensive W
approximately 1,857 people requiring about ~ Sewerage Plan, the Watershed

1,250 new connections by 2040. Implementation Plan and otheglevant

County policies and actions.

Kent County in its Comprehensive Plan and R
its Land Use Ordinance has establishedand The Countyds warner resou

designed to preserve its agricultural base and
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1. Maintain a ste and adequate water projections by subwatershed are contained

supply and adequate amounts of in the Water Resources Elemémtated
wastewater treatment capacity to within theKent CountyComprehensive
serve planned growth Water and Sewerage Plaap 8 below

. | ocates the Countyods exi
2. ldentify stormwater runoff and the y

measures needed to limit their Strategy:Support the goals of the WRE as
environmental impact listed below. These strategies are consistent
with statutoryrequirements of thsid.

3. Take steps to protect and restore LAND USE Code An§1-410

water quality

4. Meet the Countyds r ilyefssuedhgtegdstingand panned
water quality regulatory public water systems meet
requirements projected demand

2.  Assure that existing and planned
public wastewater collection and
treatment systems meet projected

The first step in the analysis in the Water
Resources Element is a projectioriasfd
use change®r the County and for each of

t he Coun tdigittssbwaerskedss i x demqnd W|thout_exceed|ng the
using the Mayland Department of permitted capacity for treatment or

Pl anningds Land Use Chang@um%\nhl%ﬁ‘f“&mgs

Model. 3. Assure that the Coun:
stormwater management policies

reflect the most receiBtate

requirements

A map of the watersheds is showrMap 7.
Below in Tablel are the projected land use
changes from 2010 to 2040 for the entire
County, 4. Maintain land use patterns that

) limit adverse water quality impacts
Note that the acreages for land use chamge

Table 1have increased over the initial MDP Watersheds
Land Use Change Model (2010 Water _ _ _
Resources Element). This change occurs due Located in théitlantic Coastal Plain, Kent

to projected growth of 2,500 additional County is comparatively loying, with

households residing in Kent County and to relief seldom exceeding 80 feet. The Eastern
changes resulting from improved accounting ~ and Central portions of the County are

for developedands in rural areas. The prior characterized by a broad, gently rolling

model did not assign developed acreage to  plain; the Northwestern section is deeply

large parcel rural residential unihe incised by streamsiwt h  t heir shor el
revisedmodel attempts to better track steep banks. In some cases, these bluffs are
development acreage in rural areas. 20 to 80 feet high. Large flat plains and

terraces characterize the Southwestern

This land use change analysis projects that  County gently sloping toward the water.
by 2040 there could be additional 2,500

householdsn the County that would The Sassafras and Chester Rivers are tidal

increase the demand for sanitary services estuaries navigable by sthboats almost to

(water and wastewater facilities) and the MarylandDelaware line. These rivers

generate an increase in stormwater runoff in ~ and the Bay give the County its long (40

need of management. The detailed miles by 8 to 10 miles wide) crescent shape.
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Map 7- Subwatersheds

~£

,

¢

ol 8

e 3 I s

"S19|969]100 uolbulyseA) pue--oul eled yded Aq 910z ‘el AIne
uo pajelsusn dep ‘YYON
90INI8S

‘SOSN ‘Us3 :$82IN0Sg ”wﬂ._;mmzo 1aken

‘aun)nouby Jo Juswiiedsq sejels payuN :$82IN0S eleQ

9 14 4

Y

4 . LAY

w/ B - lma.w\anwi%

v : /) aaddp

4 dng »&3\&% %)

‘ \ﬂ,ﬂ dng.

uaddp-yaa4)
Soaana]

,,\,, y. F ayvadpsay))

Pageb5 of 130

Environment

April 17, 2018

KentCounty Comprehensive Plan



The shoreline undulates with many bays
and inlets. A deewater channel suitable
for oceangoing vessels passes close to t
coast betweefiolchester and Howell
Point. Along much of the coastline the
water is deep enough for pleasure boats
travel and mor within a few feet of shore.

Minor streams are few and short. A
watershed divide r
spine between Massey and Still Pond an
separates the streams flowing north into
the Sassafras River and those flowing
south into the Chester Rivert Atill Pond
the divide splits into a west heading bran
and the other turns southwest gradually
losing altitude toward Rock Hall. The
County has 17,280 acres of surface wate
within its boundaries.

The foll owing addr
environmental goaland strategies and
provides the compo
Sensitive Areas Element.

Goal: Encourage Stewardship of the
Chesapeake Bay, Its Tributaries,
and Their Watersheds through
Planning

Strategy: The County will make all
reasonable efforts to protettte economic
viability of our naturalresourcebased

Table 1: Kent County Land Use Acreage,
20102040

Land Use 2010 2040 Change

Low Density Residential 6,371 8,679 2,308
Medium Density Residential 2,128 2,373 245
High Density Residential 227 223 -4
Commercial 994 1,127 134
Industrial 38 38 -1
Institutional 934 933 -2
Extractive 31 31 0

Open Urban Land 350 331 -19
Cropland 113,111 | 110,465 -2,647
Pasture 794 792 -2
Orchards & Vineyards 1,755 1,725 -30

Row & Garden Crops 59 59 0

Deciduous Forest 35,122 34,569 -553
Evergreen Forest 1,134 1,078 -55
Mixed Forest 5,405 5,278 -127
Brush 336 286 -51
Water 79,007 79,007 0
Wetlands 4,397 4,397 0
Beaches 0 0 0
Bare Exposed Rock 0 0 0
Bare Ground 49 24 -25
Transportation 202 202 0
Very Low Density
Residential (ag) 2,442 2,912 470
Very Low Density
Residential (forest) 1,955 2,328 372
Feeding Operations 304 290 -13
Agricultural Buildings 290 290 0
Totals 257,435 | 257,435 0

Source: Maryland Department of Planning, Land Use Chatrj
Analysis, 2016

industries and our working landscapes
County citizens.

The County will work with thé&Stateand

Federalgovernments so that regulations and

restrictions on such operations will be
developed and impheented after all data
used for their development has been

properly peer reviewed in accord with the

Data Quality Act standards and by
applicable County policies.
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Map 81 Existing Land Cover

g epiewoo SI9 ebe0) o vh-”
) uojBuiysepp pue -ou| < i
! Eapeporsus, I euonnysul [ | elequuesdaoioz [ % BT
spueispn |enuapisal Ajisusp-ybiH I ‘g Ainp uo pajelsusy A vz '., "
6 6 % devvON'sosn , 7 s A
(1s@104 pue “Be) suoisiaipgns jo| abieT |enyuapisal Ajisusp-wnipajy ‘1153 $90IN0S :S}IpRID b « N
punoib aieq pue pue| ueqin uadQ |enuapisal Alsusp-mon] J9heT CRISER ‘Buiuoz \;ur./,/,;\ .\ Q
) BuisnoH-‘Buluueld ! \
aAloRIXg I spue| ysniq pue jsaioy Iy [ 10 JuBWEdSq AN0D ~ .. f sqz:v ."
leysnpul N sasn |elnynoube ||y Jusy :seoinog eleq. Tt/ ¢ NG
P
2 =
puaba o 5
= ,
I
| soi\__NENC . IIeH 4204
v.\

uojbul|IN

i
7
1]
b ~
- f’
=
2 AN h
- $ = = A “e » Yy L -
1 ~ \\\rn ﬂ\ S ———-— ._\r\.....zstl. PEY 3
1 . ~ ) \\*. Ll e 7S ¢ \;J‘
| Vs e o St St
IVP — \....s mv ( L
1 P o 2 & R

April 17, 2018

Page57 of 130
Environment

KentCounty Comprehensive Plan



In addition to strictures applying to farming,
commercial fishing and seafood operations,
this strategy will apply to all regulations and
programs undertaken to implement the
States Watershed Implementation Plan
(WIP) and/or the current Chesapeake Bay
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). Kent
County seeks to ensure SllateandFederal
regulations are property prepared and
implemented.

Strategy: Encourage intgurisdictional
watershed planning.

The County will continue to promote multi
jurisdictionalwatershed planning and
watershed management within and adjacent
to the County. Community involvement is a
crucial aspect for the success of the program
and will be incorporated throughout this
work. This process incorporates:

1. Identification of the basic =&l and
direction of the watershed
management program, including the
collection of preliminary data and
the identification and assembly of alll
interested parties

2. Coordination with thé&tate local
watershed associations, and other
non-governmental organizans to
monitor County water bodies

3. Continued encouragement of
volunteer efforts to collect detailed
water quality data and analysis

4. Development and pursuit of specific
goals and objectives for the
watershed management program

5. Definition, identification,and
protection of sensitive and other
environmentallysignificant areas as
part of the comprehensive planning
and zoning process directing human
activities away from environmentally
sensitive areas

6. Development of detailed
iImplementation strategies and
procedures to achieve the goals and
objectives

7. Implementation, monitoring and
evaluation of the watershed
management program and make
program changes as required

Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLS)

The Water Resources Element strives to
assure that the Compretstve Plan fully
integrates water resources issues and
potential solutions into its overall planning
mission. A major new component of this
effort, Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDLs) has moved to the forefront of
national,Stateand local water quality
improvement effortsThe FederalClean
Water Act requireStates to assess their
waters, producing a list of impaired waters.
For such waters, a TMDL must be
calculated. The TMDL estimates the level of
a pollutant which a water body can
assimilate and continue meet water
guality standards.

The MDP Land Use Change Model 2016
and the nutrient loadings projected by
MPD/MDE reflect an increase in
development that would result gneater
nutrient loadingsTo offset these loads,

I mpl ementati on tesshedt he

Implementation Plan (WIP) is essentibhis
plan includes best management practices,
such as low impact development,
implementation of the current stormwater
management regulations, installation of
nitrogen removing septic systems, and other
County and municipal water quality
improvementsilt is also essential to ensure
that development is directed to town or
County public water and seweraggrvice
areas
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Figure21: Water quality planning will provide
environmental and economic benefits

Goal: Implement programs to
improve water quality resulting in
removal of County tributaries from
the impaired waters list

Strategy: Monitor and update the Watershed
Implementation Plan (WIP) and achieve
local and Baywide Total Maximum Daily
Loads (TMDLSs) through the most cost
effective strategies and techniques.

Developed with citizens, businesses, the
agricultural communityand norprofit

groups, past water quality planning included
the development of Watershed Restoration
Action Strategies (W
Phase | and its Phase Il Watershed
Implementation Plans (WIPs). These plans
serve as a blue print for restoriagd

mai ntaining a waters
environmental resources including water

In 2002, the County completed a WRAS for
the Middle Chester River Watershed.

2006 a WRAS for the Upper Chester River
was finalized. The Sassafras Watershed
Implementation Plan was finalized in 2009
and approved in 2010 by the US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The Kent County Phase Il WIP (Phase II)
was completed in 2011. Theonty will

work cooperatively with adjacent
jurisdictions to develop and implement
watershed restoration action strategies and
to update and implement Phase Il WIP
strategies.

The Countybés Phase |
Table2 below, lists the WIP strategg and
Table3 provides the current and projected
nitrogen loads by sector from 2009 through
2025, the TMDL target year. Table
provides the percent nitrogen reductions
needed by sector to meet the 2017 and the
final 2025 targets and is derived from the
information in TableS.

TheStatdé s TMDL strategy
75% reduction by 2017 and to have all
necessary best management practices in
place to meet the final TMDLs levels by
2025.

guality, and aquatic and terrestrial resources.

Figure22: Kent County's land is nearly surrounded by
water
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The TMDL program is designed to have sediment control and stormwater

bodies of water meet water qifal management plans prior to May 4, 2010.
standards. The Kent County WIP identifies
its strategy for taking water quality These regulations require the use of
improvement actions. However, the WIP environmental site design (ESD) to the
notes that significant funding and staffing maximum extent feasible. Environmental
shortfalls exist unless additional resources site design is described by the Manda
are made available. Depart ment of the Enviro
smallscale stormwater management
Strategy: Work with th8tateand Federal practices, nonstructural techniques, and
governments, as well as neighboring better site planning to mimic natural
jurisdictions and nonprofit organizations to hydrologic runoff characteristics and
develop programs and techniques to procure  minimize the impact of land development on
sufficient financial and staff resources to water resources. o

fully achieve the TMDL targets.
Environmental site design conserves natural

Pollutants include nutrients, toxicetals, drainage patterns, soils, and vegetation
and numerous other biological and while minimizing developed areas, and
chemicals that degrade water qualByates reducing runoff volumes to more closely
are responsible for addressing all TMDLs mimic natural conditions. The objective is to
and removing water bodies from the design a postlevelopment site to have
impaired waters listKent County will drainagecharacteristics thalosely
continue to col |l abor atesemhalatutal canditens.Count y 6 s
towns and watrshed organizations in order
to achieve the TMDLs reduction goals Goal: Encourage Stewardship of the
established for the County. Chesapeake Bay, Its Tributaries, and
Their Watersheds through Best
Kent County will continue to work with the Management Practices
StateandFederalgovernments$o secure
sufficient funding and/or techniques to Strategy: Promote the use of native
overcome local resource shortfallsfttly plantings.
achieve the TMDL. Also, the County will _
continue its collaborative efforts with The County will encouragéiomeowners and
neighboring jurisdictions and nonprofit businesses to use native plants for
organizations to explore regional support Iandscaplng. Native plants tend to require
and approaches to implement nutrient load less maintenance and_gre less sensitive to
reduction goals. adverse weather conditions and are habitat

and food for indigenous species
Strategy: Enforce current stmwater
management regulations with their
environmental site design requirements

Maryl andds current stormwater management
regul ations (The AStor mwater Management
Acto 2007) apply to all new devel opment
and redevelopment projects that did not have

final project approval for erosion and
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Strategy: Promote the use of
best management practices su
as, bioeretention and
environmental site design, as &
means of water quality
improvement and stormwater
management where
appropriate

Bio-retention provides
stormwater treatment that
enhances the quality of
downstream water bodies by
using soils and native woody
and herbaceoydants to
naturally remove pollutants
from stormwaterunoff. Bio-
retention installations consist o
a porous soil mixture covered
by a thin layer of mulch with
plantings of native grasses,
shrubs, and small trees. These
facilities are designed to
promote evapotranspiration,
maintain soil porosity for
stormwater infiltration,
encourage biological activity,
and promote natural uptake of
some pollutants. Bioetention
systems function similarly to
engineered infiltration/filtration
practices with the added
advantage of improved

aesthetics

Table 2 Kent 2017 Watershed Implematibn Plan (WIP)

Strategies by Sector

Air

A Clean Air Act implementation
AMaryland Healthy Air Act

A CleanAir Interstate Rule
ATier-2 Vehicle Rle

ANonroad Engine Rule
AHeavyDuty Diesel Engine Rule

Water

AMajor WWTPsi Continueupgrades toENR

AMinor Industriali Identify loadingtargets and issue
schedules in permits for reductions

A Upgrade Large Minor Municipal WWTPs (60L5 MGD)
i 5 Plarts to be determined

A Continue tceliminatesewer overflavs

Urban
Urban Nutrient Minagement Law Continuethe reguléion
of fertilizer applications on commercially managed lawn

Septics

Continue upgrade of new and failingpgic systems in the
Critical Area

A Septic hookups to ENR plants

ARequire umgrade of all systems in Critical Area

Agriculture

VariousPracti@s(e.g. Cover Crops, Conservation Plans,
Nutrient Management Plans, For&tss Buffers, and
Animal Waste MinggementBMPs on AFO (Animal
Feeding Operabns) and CAFO (Concented Animal
Feeding Operations

Sourcethe Kent County Phase Il Watershed Implementation Plan, November 2011
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Table 3: Current and Target Nitrogen Loadings by TMDL Sector
« Total Nitrogen (Ib/yr) )
1,800,000
1,500,000
1,400,000
1,200,000
1,000,000
800,000
00,000
400,000
200,000
0
2017
2017 2020
2009 SETE Target Target
m'WWTP Growth Allocation 0 0 0 18,377
aWastewater 41,504 47 421 47,421 40,691
@ Urban Runoff 27,828 27 690 23,349 21,429
O Septic* 58,473 31,419 40,386 32,635
O Agriculiure 1,280,873 1,152,721 935,563 787573
@ Forest 129,299 129,801 129,299 125,209
k. /
" Different assumptions were used by the US EPA for 2002 septic loads versus 2017 and 2020. Reductions
from 2008 are likely less than indicated hera.
Sourcethe Kent County Phase Il Watershed Implementation Plan, November 2011
Table4: TMDL Nitrogen Reductions by Sector
MNitrogen Reductions to Meet 2017 TMDL Target
Amount FPercent
2017 Reduced Change
2009 Target 2017 2017
VW astewater 41.504 47.421 (5.917) 14.3%
Urban Runoff 27.828 23.349 4.479 -16.1%
Septic 58.473 40,386 18.087 -30.9%
Agriculture 1.280.873 935.563 345.310 -27.0%
Forest 129.299 129.299 - 0.0%
Totals 1,537.977 1,176,018 361,959 -23.5%
Mitrogen Reductions to Meet 2025 TMDL Target
Amount Percent
2025 Reduced Change
2009 Target 2025 2025
VWV astewater 41.504 40.691 813 -2.0%
Urban Runoff 27.828 21,429 6,399 -23.0%
Septic 58.473 32.635 25.838 -4 2%
Agriculture 1.280.873 787.573 493.300 -38.5%
Forest 129.299 129.299 - 0.0%
Totals 1.537.977 1.011.627 526.350 -34.2%
Sourcethe Kent County Phase Il Watershed Implementation PlaneiMber 2011
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Strategy: Work cooperatively witfederal
State and nonrprofit organizations to
achieve an increase in the amount and
quality of nontidal wetlands

Between 1950 and the late 1970's, the Bay
experienced substantial wetland losses. The
County recognizes the need to maintain and
increase noitidal wetlands as these
wetlands play a vital role in maintaining
water quality for the health of the
Chesapeakedy, its tributaries and also
provide critical habitat for birds, plants, and
amphibians. Noitidal wetlands also play an
important role in flood and stormwater
control.

Figure23: Living shorelines provide erosion
control and habitat

Strategy: Establish a Wetland Banking
Program.

Wetland banking involves the restoration,
creation, enhancement, and in certain
defined circumstances, preservation of
wetlands expressly for compensating for the
loss of wetlands. Advance planning will
identify appropriate locations for, and uses
of, wetland banks.

Wetlands should be created on a priority
basis where they can be a natural extension
of existing habitat, such as along existing
water bodies. Creation of isolated wetlands
is notpreferred butan provide significant
benefits nondhe-less.

Strategy: Encourage the protection of
Important aquatic resources.

Submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) serves
as important foodyursery,and habitat for
many species of fish and fowl. In recent
times, SAV in Kentos
followed a recurring pattarof abundant

beds in some years followed by severe
declines and then full recovery in a few
years.

Shellfish beds are both an economic and a
natural resource. The bottom (benthic)
community provides food for bottom
feeding fish such as yellow perch anibs
Activities such as pier construction and
sewage outfalls must be limited and those
permitted must be designed to minimize
their impacts. Guidelines are available from
the Stateto design such facilities properly.

Strategy: Promote beneficial use oedge
spoils

The County recognizes the need to maintain
navigable depths in the Bay, harbors, and
tributaries. Dredging is inherently

destructive to habitat and needs to be timed
and executed in a manner that minimizes the
environmental effects.

Many Bayislands in the County have
eroded and disappeared. The County will
explore with appropriatEederalandState
agencies whether local eroded islands are
appropriate sites for dredge spoil disposal.
Reconstituted Bay islands can restore tidal
wetlands and qovide important upland
habitats that are in short supply while using
what otherwise would be a waste product.
The Poplar Island restoration project in
Talbot County could serve as a model.
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Strategy: Encourage shore erosion control
and promote living shetines as the
preferred method of shoreline stabilization.

The County will encourage stabilization of
eroding shoreline. Kent County, working
with State will encourage waterfront
property owners to consider living
shorelines as the preferred treatment to
restore eroding shorelines. While not all
sites are appropriate for living shorelines,
the County will continue to work with
property owners, watershed organizations,
andStateagencies to promote opportunities
to implement living shoreline projects.

On many sites, living shorelines have
proven effective at stabilizing shorelines
while providing vital shoreline fish and
other wildlife habitat. For higher energy
wave action sites, ripap and stone
revetments protect shorelines by reflecting
wave energy. Such structural solutions
provide erosion protection, but little habitat.

= }‘;.:‘.. o 3 i;
Figure24: Rip rap provides erosion control for
high energy location

Strategy: Implement boating best
management practices.

The County will seek funds to install pump
out statios and oil recycling at marinas. The
County should require all marinas to install
pumpouts stations, recycle oil, and other
toxic materials generated by marine uses.

Wake limits must be established where
necessary oounty tributaries to prevent
erosion @ the shoreline. The County will
encourage participation in tistatéd s C |
Marinas Program.

Community docks will be encouraged
instead of individual piers in new
development. The County will promote the
distribution of boating courtesy pamphlets to
resdents and visitors.

Goal: Encourage Stewardship of the
Chesapeake Bay, Its Tributaries and
Their Watersheds Through Research
and Education

Strategy: Support water quality monitoring
and enhance baselirmaonitoring efforts on
County streams and rivers.

Kent County will continue to foster a system
of citizen water quality monitoring projects
for each watershed in the County. All
monitoring shall meet minimum standards to
allow comparison over time and between
watersheds. Work with thgtate local
watershed ssociations, and other non
governmental organizations to monitor

County water bodies. Continue to encourage

the volunteer efforts to collect detailed water
guality data and analysis.

Strategy: |l denti fy t
infrastructure and strive to fill gps.

Kent County identified those lands

I mportant to the Cou
These | ands, referre
infrastructure, provide the natural
foundation needed to support diverse plant
and wildlife populations and enable valuable
naturd processes such as filtering water and
cleaning the air to take place.

Map9b el ow maps t he

infrastructure.
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Map 97 Green Infrastructure

S \\-;v Py S
!/ 3!.\L 7
sdeo [ 869100 uolBUIySEAA PUB "OU| BleQ o 4 b
SIODLLIO ype3 Aq 910z ‘g AInniuo pajelsus L
N de ‘VYON ‘SOSN ‘is3 -
sanH :$801n0g slipal) JokeT] 8oiAleS ¢ Bl
's90In0SaY [BINjeN JO Juswiieda( e W
f ﬁF_&m@l_ pue|Aiep\ :s821nog ejeq g \:u:.zf/‘,.v y %
; P e p l~ b Jnu
1 .\\ M«u. 3 Yot l\r &va
. s v ez L0 e dach
' M
]
|
1

April 17, 2018

Page65 of 130
Environment

KentCounty Comprehensive Plan



Strategy: Continue to promote
environmentaprotection, education, and
restoration

K e n titzens have always been at the
forefront in environmental protection. To
promote use of the most effective best
management practices, new technology,
green building, and environmentally
sensitive development practices, Kent has
established a clearinghaufor educational
materials, grants, technical assistance, and
literature concerning watershed restoration
and sustainable development techniques.

Strategy: Coordinate natural resource
conservation, green infrastructure, and
sensitive area policies withehncorporated
towns.

Environmental resources extend beyond
jurisdictional boundaries. The County will
work with the incorporated towns to develop
policies to coordinate natural resource
protection and enhancement. During
development review, the County, ere
appropriate, will strive to connect open
space with existing dedicated open space in
the incorporated towns.

Groundwater

The majority of Kent County's water supply
is obtained from groundwater resources.
Likewise, much of the water entering the
Chesapake Bay and its tributaries comes
from groundwater.

Groundwater supplies are substantial and its
quality is generally good. Since there are
many homes with old wells located in the
unconfined aquifer nearest the ground
surface, the preservation of watematity for

their nitrogen contribution to the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries dse a
crucial

Drinking Water

Ground water is the Coun
domestic potable water. It comprises 94% of
the Countybés overall
water is used for irrigation and livestock
watering only. Generally, on the Eastern
Shore groundiater supplies are considered
to be abundant. There are four aquifers that
supply nearly all groundwater in Kent

County, they are the:

wa't

1 Aquia

1 Monmouth

1 Magothy

1 Raritan Patapsco

Groundwater quality is generally good
although water from several aquiferstan
high levels of iron requiring iron removal
systems for satisfactory domestic use. Other
water quality problems include hardness,
septic contamination, and shallow wells for
which drought may limit production. Most
new potable water wells are drilléol depths
of 60 feet to over 200 feet making them
significantly more resistant to shddrm
drought conditionsMar y| and 6 s
guality regulations require that all surface
waters be protected for water contact
recreation, fishing, and protection of atjoa
life and wildlife.

water

Table 5 summarizes by subwatershed each
public water systemds pr
new households from the 2016 MDP Land

Use Change Analysis Model along with the

expected need for capacity chanddap 10

human consumption becomes crucial. Since locates the rOeamasyos wat
there are also many properties withte
septic systems, techniques to maintain and
improve ground water quality and to reduce
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Table 5 Water Plant Capacity Summary

Subwatershed Public Water Total Projected NewHouseholds with Capacity Changes
Systems New Households | Public Water Services Required
Betterton

Sassafras
Galena 463 232 No*
Fairlee/

Still Ponérairlee
Georgetown 587 294 No

Lower Chester | Rock Hall 400 200 Yes
Chestertown

Middle Chester | Kennedyville
Worton/Butlertow 729 365 No**

Upper Chester | Millington 182 91 No

* Additional capacity is not required if most new households locate in the Galena service area. Bette

growth beyond its current capacity.
** Chestertown will seek addigianaldwater appropriation and is planning to increase its system capaci
Source: Kent County Water Resources Element, 2016.

As Kent Countyods
continues even at its expected modest pace,
demand for potable water will increase in
step.Not to be underestimated in comparing
current services to growth projections is the
large County and town population
comprised of second home residents. This
population is not tracked by MDét the
Censusas this population is counted in its
primary places of residency whether those
residences are Maryland, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, or
Florida.However, many of these people are
usingboth public water and sewer services
causing spikes in the systems in summer
monthsweekends, and holidays.

These inhabitants, along with a substantive
population of recreational boateegount

for a discrepancy Ieeen people served by
town and County water and sewer and MDP
population statistics and growth projections.

g r o w Fadnthisreadon,dveen gldnming public t

facility expansions, this fact and a somewhat
larger margin of safety should be factored
in.

Goal: Ensure that Public Utilities are
Available to Serve Projected Growth
and Development

Strategy: To serve projected growth, the
County and the municipalities will need to
obtain additional water supplies, and will,

in many cases, need upgraded and expanded
water and vastewater treatment facilities as
well as water distribution systems

With an additional 3,713 people projected to
live in the County, it is assumed that over
half of the new householdsll be served by
public water supply resulting in
approximatelyl,25) new connections to
existing systemsAgain, considering the
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Map 107 Water Service Areas
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