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RESPONSE:  Although referred to in Maryland Department of Planning Models and Guidelines 
#26, no specific provision is included in House Bill 1141.  However, Allegany County has 
voluntarily incorporated forecasted nutrient loads for septic systems in the WRE: 3.9 Septic 
Systems and 3.9.1 Current & Future Loads.    
 
In Section 3.11 Polices & Actions, Policy 4 and Actions 4.1 and 4.2 have been added to the 
WRE.  Additionally, impervious cover thresholds for Allegany County are well below the Center 
for Watershed Protection recommended 10% Impervious Cover – Sensitive Watershed cap.  It 
should be noted that because of Allegany County unique topography, characterized by mountains 
and valleys, and its other environmental constraints, development patterns are more compact 
compared to the jurisdictions in the state with less topographical relief.  The County’s landscape 
acts as a natural deterrent for sprawl, thus minimizing excessive land consumption. The County’s 
future land use scenarios recognize these constraining factors and, when coupled with 
infrastructure availability, serve to ensure that nearly all anticipated development will take place 
in a relatively confined footprint.  Not only will this limit sprawl and other inefficient land use 
practices, but it will reduce impervious surfaces increases and ensure that development activities 
are concentrated in such a manner as to make infrastructure investments more sustainable.   
 
Additionally, in 2010, Allegany County adopted the Revised Stormwater Management 
Ordinance, which incorporated all of Maryland Department of Environment’s recommended 
provisions to control the adverse impacts associated with increased stormwater runoff including 
Environmental Site Design (ESD) to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP). This is discussed 
in Section 4.1.1 Stormwater Management Ordinance.   
 

1. 



 
RESPONSE:  In the absence of State methodological guidance for forecasting industrial and 
commercial demand, staff assumed a 10% increase in non-residential demand.  The 
preponderance of the County’s non-residential uses are clustered within three systems: Barton 
Business Park, Upper Potomac and Cumberland systems.  Little to no new commercial or 
industrial development has taken place in the past two decades and there has not been a net 
spatial increase in industrial lands for more than 10 years.  Therefore, an assumed growth rate of 
10% appeared to be a more than adequate surplus for planning purposes.  Non-residential users 
located in areas other than the three referred systems are captured in the 250 gallons per day 
factor which was utilized in all capacity calculations.  Even with a proposed increase of 10%, the 
demand still falls well short of the 250 gallons per day multiplier.  See inserted note above Table 
6 (Water) and Table 10 (Sewer).     
  

 

RESPONSE:  Table 7: Water Problem Service Areas and Table 8: Planned Water Projects 
identifies issues and remediation projects.  Policy 1 and Actions 1.1 thru 1.8 are specific to 
drinking water supply and water conservation. 
 

 

RESPONSE:  Discharge locations have been added to Map 9. 

 

RESPONSE:  Wastewater needs have been assessed and have been determined to meet 
projected demand, Table 11 and Section 3.7 and 3.8.  Additionally, state of the art WWTP 
upgrades have recently been completed for two of the County’s largest WWTP’s and upgrades 
for the Flintstone WWTP have been identified for the near term.  These improvements will serve 
to reduce overall nutrient contributions from WWTP point sources.   

The City of Cumberland, City of Frostburg and the Town of Westernport have spent millions on 
CSO projects which have served to reduce (and will continue to reduce) WWTP overflows as a 
result of the introduction of stormwater into the sewer infrastructure.  The County, with State and 
Federal assistance, has been diligently replacing wastewater transmission lines to reduce Inflow 
and Infiltration (I&I).  Infiltration has been a significant source of increased wastewater flows.  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



In the past, as much as two times the actual generated wastewater volumes have been transported 
to WWTP.  This volume has been substantially reduced and will continue to be reduced as more 
of the County’s wastewater infrastructure is replaced.  This will reduce sediment and nutrient 
contributions. These actions alone will address point source concerns. 

Additionally, this information is addressed through MDE Wastewater Capacity Management 
Plans and the Allegany County Water and Sewer Plan, and was referenced on p.18 of the WRE.   

 

RESPONSE:  A tremendous amount of data gathering, data sharing and coordination have gone 
into the development of a number of recent and ongoing planning initiatives; including: this 
document, the 2007 Allegany County Water and Sewer Plan, 2011 Water and Sewerage Plan, 
the City of Cumberland Comprehensive Plan, the City of Frostburg Comprehensive Plan, the 
ARC-funded Georges Creek Regional Comprehensive Plan, and the Comprehensive Water & 
Sewer Study for Allegany County (2011).  

  

RESPONSE:  This data has been graphically displayed in Table 6 for Water and Table 10 for 
Sewer.  The Water and Sewerage Plan analyzes all water and wastewater services and projects 
demand and capacity; all water and sewer systems are expected to have adequate and/or surplus 
capacity by 2040. 

 

RESPONSE:  Water Service Areas and Water Systems are independent of planning geography. 
A significant component of new development within the Upper Potomac Planning Region will 
utilize capacity from the Evitts Water System.   

7. 

6. 

8. 



 

RESPONSE:  The 2002 Comprehensive Plan utilizes forecast from 2000-2030.  The WRE uses 
newly-developed dwelling unit projections from 2010-2040 as the best available data at the time 
of the WRE development. This discrepancy is minor, however it will be rectified via the 
development of the ongoing Water and Sewerage Plan, the 2010 Census Data, and the 
watershed-based comprehensive plans currently under development.  

 

RESPONSE:  Referenced tables were modified. 

  

RESPONSE:  Table 7 & 8 (Water) and Table 11 (Sewer) includes this information. 

 

RESPONSE:  This analysis was preformed as a function of the WRE’s background studies and 
was found to have no impact. 

 

RESPONSE:  Text has been modified to include stormwater management and receiving waters, 
as recommended. 
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RESPONSE:  Actual title of the 2007 document was “2007 Allegany County Water and Sewer 
Plan”. 

 

RESPONSE:  WRE text has been modified as recommended. 

 

RESPONSE:  3.2.3 text defines categories. 

 

RESPONSE:  See response to comment #2. 

 

RESPONSE:  See response to comment #10. 

 

RESPONSE:  Item 9 on Table 8 calls for a study to determine necessary improvements – 
including cost.  Item 11 on Table 8 is the implementation of the recommendations of Item 9, 
which is why cost data is not identified for Item 11, Table 8.  The purpose of the study is to 
identify the remedial actions necessary.  Until the study is complete, the solution(s) cannot be 
specified. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 



 

RESPONSE:  See response to comment #2. 

 

RESPONSE:  At the time of the initial development of the WRE, remedial action(s) had not 
been identified.  Since that time however, the County Public Utilities Division through the 
development of the “Comprehensive Water and Sewer Study” and the preparation of the Draft 
2011 Water and Sewerage Plan has developed a preliminary plan for improvements.  Table 11 
was modified to include this project.  

 

RESPONSE:  See response to comment #10. 

 

RESPONSE:  Action 2.2 has been modified. 

 

RESPONSE:  Data in the referenced source could not be verified for accuracy and consequently 
was not included.   
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21. 
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RESPONSE:  See Comment #1. 

 

RESPONSE:  No discharge increases are being recommended, therefore, no increases in 
nutrient pollution from WWTPs will occur.  The anticipated reductions in wastewater volume 
(through CSO and I&I improvements) will significantly reduce nutrient contributions from point 
sources.  The County has fully-implemented the new Stormwater Management Ordinance that 
prioritizes ESD to the MEP.  Approximately 85 percent of the County’s existing homes are 
connected to public water and wastewater systems.  The preponderance of the County’s future 
development (75 percent) will be serviced via public wastewater systems, therefore, in all 
probability, the implementation of the Plan will result in a neutral - if not positive outcome - with 
regard to nutrient pollution.  

The County’s TMDL/Watershed Improvement Plan response will result in a comprehensive 
strategy for nutrient and sediment reduction that will include detailed recommendations which 
will serve to further improve the quality of receiving waters. 

See also response to comment #1. 

     

RESPONSE:  See response to comment #4. 

25. 
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RESPONSE:  The County has been and will continue to work with State resource and technical 
experts in the development of small area plans.  Additionally, specific text was added to the 
Executive Summary on page 1 and 2. 

 

RESPONSE:  On the contrary, the WRE does address receiving waters.  The County’s primary 
strategy for nutrient reduction focuses on a combination of continued CSO and I&I progress.  As 
noted, a large percentage of the County’s current wastewater volumes could be eliminated 
through the implementation of these upgrades and maintenance, however to clarify, a new policy 
and action has been added and specific text was incorporated into Executive Summary on page 1 
and 2.   

Finally, it should be noted that MDE authorizes all point source discharges, such as WWTP.  
Currently, each of the WWTP’s in Allegany County are operating under a duly issued permit 
from MDE.  Unless MDE plans to terminate these permits and direct the treated effluent from 

29. 

30. 



these plants to be discharged elsewhere, the County is – and will continue to – operate under the 
assumption that receiving waters are suitable for discharge under the conditions stipulated in the 
MDE authorization.  No new point source discharges are identified in this plan element, 
therefore no suitability assessment is called for.  Additionally, no capacity increases are being 
recommended, therefore, no increases in nutrient pollution from WWTPs will occur.  The 
anticipated reductions in wastewater volume (through CSO and I&I improvements) will 
significantly reduce nutrient contributions from point sources.  The County has fully-
implemented the new Stormwater Management Ordinance that prioritizes ESD to the MEP.  
Approximately 85 percent of the County’s existing homes are connected to public water and 
wastewater systems and three-fourths of the County’s future development is expected to be 
serviced by public water and wastewater resources. 

The County’s TMDL/Watershed Improvement Plan response will result in a comprehensive 
strategy for nutrient and sediment reduction that will include detailed recommendations which 
will serve to further improve the quality of receiving waters. 

Allegany County’s receiving waters will certainly benefit from these ongoing activities as well 
as the County’s future land use and development visions. 

 

 

 



Allegany County Water Resources Element                       October 2010  

 

 
 

Appendix C 
Supporting Plan 

Initiatives  

 
 



Allegany County Water Resources Element                  October 2010  

 
 

 

 
 

Appendix D 
Sources 



Allegany County Water Resources Element                       October 2010  

B-1 
 

Sources 
 Prepared by Allegany County Planning Staff. Comprehensive Plan 2002 Update. Allegany County, 

MD: 2002. 
 Prepared by Allegany County. Master Water and Sewer Plan. Allegany County, MD: 1970. 

 Prepared by United States Geological Survey. Estimated Use of Water in the United States in 2005. 
Available at: http://water.usgs.gov/watuse/.  September 2010.  

 Prepared by Maryland Department of Planning. Population Projections by Jurisdiction. February 
2009. 

 Prepared by Allegany County Staff-Elizabeth Stahlman and Dan DeWitt. Water & Sewer Data Table 
Information. Allegany County, MD: September 2010. 

 Prepared by Allegany County GIS Staff. GIS Data Layers – Storm Water Management Facility 
Database. Allegany County, MD: September 2009. 

 Prepared by Allegany County GIS Staff. GIS Data Layers-Planemetrics Allegany County, MD: 
2009. 

 Prepared by Maryland Department of the Environment-Water Supply Program. Source Water 
Assessment for Lake Koon & Lake Gordon. Maryland: 2002. 

 Prepared by Maryland Department of the Environment-Water Supply Program. Source Water 
Assessment for Rocky Gap State Park Water Treatment Plan. Maryland: 2006. 

 Prepared by Maryland Department of the Environment-Water Supply Program. Source Water 
Assessment for the Midland-Lonaconing Water System. Maryland: 2004. 

 Prepared by Maryland Department of the Environment-Water Supply Program. Source Water 
Assessment for the Piney Creek Reservoir & Savage River Pumping Station. Maryland: 2004. 

 Prepared by Maryland Department of the Environment-Water Supply Program. Source Water 
Assessment Plan for the Town of Westernport. Maryland: 2004. 

 Prepared by the Midland-Lonaconing Source Water Protection Planning Committee. Source Water 
Protection Plan for Midland-Lonaconing Water System.  Maryland: 2004.   

 Prepared by Center for Watershed Protection: Karen Cappiella and Kenneth Brown. Impervious 
Cover and Land Use in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Maryland: 2001. 

 Prepared by Maryland Department of Planning, Maryland Department of the Environment, 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources. The Water Resources Element: Planning for Water 
Supply and Wastewater and Stormwater Management. Maryland: 2007. 

 Prepared by Allegany County Office of Planning Services with the assistance of Allegany County 
Public Works Department, Allegany County Utilities Division, and the Allegany County Health 
Department. 2007 Allegany County Master Water and Sewer Plan. Allegany County, MD: 2007. 

 Shoemaker, Scott. UPRC Superintendent. Telephone Interview. August 2009. 

 “Water Quality Standards.” Available at: http://www.mde.state.md.us. September 2010. 

 “Maryland’s 2008 Integrated Report Search.” Available at: 
http://www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/TMDL/Maryland%20303%20dlist/index.asp. 
July 2009.  

 “Maryland’s COMAR 26.08.02.01.” Available at:  
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/26/26.08.02.01.htm. June 2009. 

 “Wellhead Protection.” Available at: http://www.mde.state.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/Water 
Supply/wellheadprotectin/index.asp. August 2009. 




