Table 2: Best Practices 
Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element Checklist 
 
Overview 
This checklist is designed to promote a shared understanding of the Transportation Principle and transportation element between MDP and local governments and communicate how MDP will evaluate transportation in a local plan. Local governments should use it to inform their planning processes, assess whether their draft plans follow best practices, and comply with statutory requirements. MDP’s 60-day review comments evaluate whether transportation elements include the items identified in this checklist. 
Maryland’s eight Sustainable Growth Policy and Planning Principles (SG3P) are the foundation for this checklist and all MDP guidance. SG3P seeks to improve human well-being, mitigate climate change, and grow economic opportunity for all Marylanders. Maryland’s Transportation Planning Principle is intended to prioritize transportation networks that create energy efficient, affordable, and reliable access to jobs, housing, and services. The Sustainable Growth Subcabinet’s Sustainable Growth Implementation Guide (pages 19-24) describes the Transportation Principle, the benefits of sustainable transportation systems, and key performance indicators (KPIs) the state will use to measure progress toward sustainable transportation in Maryland. 
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This checklist is divided into two sections: one table identifying statutory requirements and a second table identifying recommended best practices. Table 1 addresses statutory requirements for the transportation element. Table 2 addresses transportation element best practices that are consistent with Maryland’s Transportation Principle. Direct any questions or concerns regarding the contents of this document to Brooks Phelps at brooks.phelps@maryland.gov
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Checklist Terms
Other Terms
The following definitions can help implement the Transportation Principle and transportation element. 
1. ​​​​​Prioritization: More government time, staff time, community time, and funding of all types ​​should be spent on certain proposed or existing components of the transportation system, including developing and implementing policies, procedures, studies, and projects to support the success of those transportation system components. 
2. Network: The Transportation Principle emphasizes transportation networks rather than individual transportation modes. A sustainable transportation network integrates various modes of transportation, e.g., driving, walking, biking, ride-hailing, and transit, to ensure seamless and safe connections between work, home, and services.
3. Energy-efficient access: Use of the transportation network results in minimal energy use. It means surface transportation that includes public transit; active transportation such as walking, biking, and micromobility (e.g., e-bikes or scooters); telecommuting; freight trains (compared to trucking); zero-emission vehicles; and the ability to drive less and shorter distances to reach destinations.
4. Affordable access: Ensures residents of all income levels and businesses of all types in the jurisdiction can access jobs, housing, and/or services at affordable transportation costs without financial difficulties. Commonly known, if a household spends no more than 15% of its budget on transportation, its transportation cost is affordable for the household. In general, when walking, biking, public transit, telework, and carsharing are available, this generally makes transportation more affordable than owning and using a personal vehicle.
5. Reliable access: Use of the transportation network consistently results in minimal time spent traveling, including all segments of travel, such as walking, transit, cycling, micromobility, and automobile. Reliable transportation provides a consistent, predictable, accessible, comprehensive, and safe travel experience and means, which are particularly important for people with disabilities, seniors, and youths who are not eligible to drive.” 


Required State Plans
Maryland law requires that transportation elements be informed by three documents produced by the Maryland Department of Transportation. These state plans can help address local transportation problems and needs (see Transportation Element Guidance - Section D.4.3.1 Assess Existing Plans) and inform local transportation goals, objectives, policies, and strategies.
The Maryland Transportation Plan (MTP). Pursuant to Section 2-103.1. (d) of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) must revise the MTP every 5 years to include: (1) a 20-year forecast of state transportation needs tied to anticipated financial resources; (2) the state transportation goals and measures; (3) a summary of multi-modal transportation projects and programs to achieve the goals and measures; and (4) ways to achieve equity. The MTP outlines Maryland’s vision to provide safe, reliable, accessible, equitable, and sustainable transportation options for all Marylanders. It includes scenarios, examples, and detailed options describing MDOT’s plans to deliver safe, sustainable, intelligent, exceptional, and inclusive transportation solutions. Transportation elements should be informed by the MTP’s data and trends and align local transportation goals, objectives, and strategies with those detailed in the MTP as appropriate. 
Statewide 20–year Bicycle–Pedestrian Master Plan (BPMP). The BPMP, mandated by Section 2-604 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, identifies the state’s active transportation goals, strategies, priorities, and performance measures to guide future pedestrian and bicycle planning and facility investments. While the BPMP does not provide specific infrastructure recommendations, it includes guidance for identifying appropriate facilities based on context. Because the BPMP applies to all state and local roadways, Maryland local jurisdictions are critical partners in developing connected and safe active transportation networks in the state. Local planners, when updating transportation elements, should use BPMP’s planning resources, e.g., the BPMP Mapping app, Sidewalk Data Collaboration, Short Trip Opportunity Areas, statewide level of traffic stress, etc., to help identify local pedestrian and bicycle access improvement needs. In addition, local planners should review BPMP’s recommended policies, guidance, and programs and analyze goals, objectives, and recommendations to help inform local pedestrian and bicycle policies, strategies, and projects. 

Maryland State Freight Plan (MSFP). Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 70202. State Freight Plans, MDOT prepares the MSFP and updates it every 5 years to meet the federal requirements for receiving federal highway freight funding. The MSFP examines existing and projected conditions for freight movements and multimodal networks. It identifies the freight vision, goals, objectives, and strategies, as well as projects, to improve the efficiency and safety of freight movement in Maryland. Local comprehensive planning plays a critical role in supporting the state’s freight goals, objectives, and strategies. Local planners should review the MSFP to align local land use, economic development, and transportation policies and strategies with the state’s freight goals, objectives, and strategies, as appropriate for their jurisdiction. 
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	Requirement 
 
This column summarizes each statutory requirement 
	Statute citation(s) 
 
This column cites the law. These requirements apply to all jurisdictions with planning and zoning authority, but their location in the code may differ depending on the type of jurisdiction 
	Resources / Guidance (page number if applicable) 
 
 This column recommends resources to reference in addressing the requirement
	Example (page number) 
 
This column recommends good examples of plans that meet the requirement 

	Comprehensive plans must implement the Transportation Planning Principle: “Prioritize transportation networks that create energy- efficient, affordable, and reliable access to jobs, housing, and services.​”
	Land Use Article §1–201




	MDP Sustainable Growth Implementation Guide (pg. 20): The Sustainable Growth Subcabinet designed this guidance to assist localities and other users in implementation of the Sustainable Growth Policy and Planning Principles.

Transportation Element Guidance[footnoteRef:1] Section C: Planning Principles”(pg. 15) [1:  To find the Transportation Element Guidance, please scroll down the webpage and download the Word document. ] 


	Clarksburg Gateway Sector Plan (pg. 20): the plan discusses how the county implements the Principles and identifies transportation actions or strategies that address the Transportation Principle

	All jurisdictions must include a transportation element in their comprehensive and general plans. 
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-406
Land Use Article § 1-408

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities 
Land Use Article § 3-102
Land Use Article § 3-104
	Transportation Element Guidance: MDP’s comprehensive guidance for developing or updating a transportation element.
	Inspire Cambridge-2026Comprehensive Plan (pgs. 6.2 to 6.22): the transportation element provides a comprehensive analysis of multimodal transportation conditions, concerns, and needs. It sets forth goals and objectives and develops policies and strategies to achieve the goals and address community needs.  

	A transportation element must address a safe, balanced transportation system for the movement of people and goods.
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-408(a)(1)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities  
Land Use Article § 3-104(a)(1) 
	Transportation Element Guidance: 
Section C.1. “Examining the Sustainable Growth Transportation Planning Principles In More Depth” (pg. 15) 

Section C.2. “Transportation Planning and Sustainable Growth Concepts and Approaches” (page 19)
  
Section D.3. Establishing a Transportation Vision (pg. 31) 

Section D.4. Understanding Transportation Needs (pg.33)

Section D.5.1. “Example Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies” (page 61) 



	Anne Arundel County General Plan, Plan2040 (Vol. I and II)  (pgs.88-89 in Volume I and pgs. 133-163 in Volume II): includes an overarching transportation goal, “Provide a well-maintained multimodal transportation network that is safe, efficient, environmentally sensitive, and provides practical and reliable transportation choices and connections for all users,” and various policies on Vision Zero, safety, multimodal, transit choice, and land use/corridor planning to achieve the goal. The plan includes a summary of the Transportation Functional Master Plan which provides recommended policies and priority projects (pgs.30-57) to achieve the county transportation vision and goals (pgs. 10-16).    

	A transportation element must address a range of sustainable transportation choices for future transportation needs.


	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-408(a)(2)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities  
Land Use Article § 3-104(a)(2) 

	Transportation Element Guidance:

Section C.1. “Examining the Sustainable Growth Transportation Planning Principles In More Depth” (pg. 15)

Section C.2. “Transportation Planning and Sustainable Growth Concepts and Approaches” (page 19)

Section D.3. Establishing a Transportation Vision (pg. 31)

Section D.4. Understanding Transportation Needs (pg. 33) 

Section D.5.1. “Example Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies” (page 61) 

	To support the vision of focusing on compact growth and infill (see Compact Growth and Complete Communities in Thrive Montgomery 2050-General Plan), the General Plan stresses that it is essential to make “walking, rolling, bicycling, and transit the most practical, safe, and attractive ways of getting from one place to another” (pg. 109). Thus, the plan’s transportation policies and practices emphasize sustainable transportation choices over automobile dependency (pgs. 112-118).  

	A transportation element must coordinate with the Land Element to ensure transportation efficiency for existing and planned development.
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-408(a)(3) 

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities  
Land Use Article § 3-104(a)(3)
	Transportation Element Guidance:
Section B.1.1.5. Coordination with the Land Element (pg. 11)
Section C.2.3.“Integrate Transportation and Land Use Planning” (pg. 22) 
Section C.2.4. Prioritize Investment or Projects in Designated Growth Areas (pg. 22)
Section C.2.5. Focus on Transportation Safety and System Preservation Outside PFAs (pg. 23)
Section C.2.6. Provide Safe and Efficient Transportation Between Major Activity Centers (pg. 23)
Section C.2.12 Plan for Multi-Modal Transportation in Future Growth Areas (pg. 26) 
Section C.2.13. Create more Compact, Mixed-use, and Walkable Communities in Strategic Locations (pg. 26)
Section C.2.15. Transit Oriented Development (pg. 27)
Section C.2.16. Consider the Jobs-housing Balance (pg. 28)

	Coming Soon


	A transportation element must propose an appropriate and desirable transportation network with a reasonable long-term timeline that outlines (I) where routes and hubs go: the general location, character, and extent of channels, routes, and terminals for transportation facilities; and (II) how people and goods move around.

	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-408(d)(1) 

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities  
Land Use Article § 3-104(d)(1) 
	Transportation Element Guidance:
Section B.1.1.1 “Ideal Transportation System and Circulation” (pg. 7)
Section F.1. Ideal Transportation System Self-Analysis (pg. 73)
Section D. Development of the Transportation Element (pg. 29) 	Comment by Bihui Xu -MDP-: @Brooks Phelps -MDP- Do you mean “Development of the Transportation Element?” 

Here is the latest version of the TEG:  https://stateofmaryland.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/MDPNET/MDP/IQDPNYrrnOctTbv_JzHt-XeSAcqoJd-8EkH3nreI2kvinbw?e=uxYUEs 

	Annapolis Ahead Comprehensive Plan 2040(see 6. Transportation, pg. 198 and 13. Recommended Action Matrix (pg. 420): analyzes existing conditions across all transportation modes, discusses the city’s expectations and priority needs, and proposes goals, actions, and performance measures to address issues and needs and build desirable multimodal transportation patterns for the city.   

	A transportation element must plan for bicycle and pedestrian access and travelways.
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-408(d)(2) 

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities  
Land Use Article § 3-104(d)(2) 
	Transportation Element Guidance:
Section B.1.1.2. Bicycle and Pedestrian Access and Travelways (pg. 9)
Section C.2.1. Micromobility (pg. 21) 
Section C.2.8. Walkability (pg. 24)
Section C.2.9. Complete Streets (pg. 24)

	HoCo By Design, the General Plan (see Chapter 4. County in Motion, pg. CIM-3), supported by BikeHoward, WalkHoward, and a Complete Streets Policy, addresses pedestrian and bicycle accessibility and improvement needs in the county. 

	A transportation element must include an estimate of the use of any proposed improvement.
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-408(d)(3) 

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities  
Land Use Article § 3-104(d)(3) 
	Transportation Element Guidance:
Section B.1.1.3. “Estimate of Use of Proposed Improvement” (pg. 9)

	Annapolis Ahead Comprehensive Plan 2040 (pgs. 238-246): includes a set of performance measures to demonstrate and ensure the desirable collective results of implementing proposed improvements and actions.  


Table 1: Statutory Requirements (Shall Statements)

	Best-Practice Subject 
 
This column identifies items recommended for inclusion in the Transportation elements 
	MDP Guidance 
 
This column explains plan content that a particular best-practice subject should include 
	Resources
This column recommends resources to reference in addressing the best practice 
	Example 
 
This column recommends good examples of plans that demonstrate best practices 

	Vision
	The Transportation Element should include a vision for transportation in the community. It should be used to inform specific goals, objectives, and strategies for improving transportation in the community.
	The Maryland Transportation Plan (pg. 5): Align with state transportation vision and goals.
Sustainable Growth Transportation Principle and Implementation Guide (pg.21-22): Address Transportation and other Planning Principles. 
Transportation Element Guidance - Section D.3. Establishing a Transportation Vision (pg. 31)
	Baltimore County Master Plan 2030 (pg. 78): outlines a transportation goal/vision for the county to help build sustainable places.

	Needs Assessment 
	A local jurisdiction should assess transportation needs based on existing and future conditions to inform improvement strategies or recommendations to achieve goals and objectives. 

	Transportation Element Guidance - Section D.4. Understanding Transportation Needs (pg. 33)
	2022 Garrett County Comprehensive Plan (pgs. 3-17, 3-24 -  3-26): provides a detailed analysis of existing transportation system conditions and identified issues and improvement needs. 

	Goals and Objectives and strategies 

	The Transportation Element should include goals, objectives, and strategies/ recommendations that reflect the overall vision for transportation in the community and address the needs assessment. 
	Transportation Element Guidance-Section D.5. Goals, Objectives, and Strategies (pg. 60)
	HoCo By Design – Howard County (pgs.66-88): based on a comprehensive transportation assessment and extensive community engagement, the plan outlines six key themes and associated policies, initiatives, and actions to achieve the overall transportation vision, managing and providing “a safe, equitable, and fiscally sustainable transportation system for all users that is responsive to changing local, regional, and national transportation trends” (pg. 67).  

	Implementation

	The transportation element should describe how it plans to implement its goals and objectives through strategies and/or actions. 
	Transportation Element Guidance - Section E. Implementation (pg. 72) 
	Frederick City 2020 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 3-112): details a monitoring program, responsible parties, and timeframe to implement identified goals, policies, and actions.  

	Multi-Modalism and Micromobility

	Strategies to create and support a safe, reliable, affordable, energy-efficient, and balanced, multi-modal, and interconnected transportation network. 

Strategies to support bicycles, e-bikes and e-scooters, and other alternative modes and first/last mile connection gaps. 
	Small Town and Rural Multimodal Networks (FHWA-HEP-17-024): A guidebook that helps small towns and rural communities address innovative and practical multimodal strategies and designs, including safe pedestrian and bicycle facilities, and shows best-practice cases.   
Case Studies on Micromobility in the United States (2025): A resource website on micromobility that provides various micromobility implementation cases compiled by Federal Highway Administration.  
Transportation Element Guidance:

Section C.2.1 Multi-modalism (pg. 21) 
 
Section C.2.2. Micromobility (pg. 21) 
 
Section D.4.2.1-Table 2, General Data Sources (pg. 36) 
 
Section D.5.1.1. Multi-modalism (pg. 62)

	Our Baltimore, Your Baltimore: A Comprehensive Plan for the City of Baltimore (pgs. 170-172, 174, 368-369): champions transportation equity by promoting micromobility 

	Walkability
	Strategies to address sidewalk infrastructure, safety issues, and connections between a variety of destinations. Providing and analyzing existing and planned pedestrian and bicycle facility maps.
	Walk Maryland
Nationally recognized design guidelines for pedestrian and bicycle facilities. 
Creating Walkable Neighborhoods (USDN)
Designing Activity-Friendly Communities (CDC) 
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.8. Walkability (pg. 24) 
Section D.5.1. Examples Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies (pg. 61)  
	WalkHoward (the pedestrian plan for Howard County): Howard County focuses on integrating transit service and the health benefits of walking, emphasizing infrastructure improvements in manageable sections and using structured capital projects as an implementation avenue. 


	Complete Streets
	Strategies that make roadways safer for all types of users, including recommendations to adopt and implement a complete streets policy and identifying multimodal improvement needs
	USDOT FHWA Complete Streets Resources: a comprehensive resource on Complete Streets from US DOT.
National Complete Streets Coalition (SGA) provides comprehensive and up-to-date resources nationwide on Complete Streets policies, education programs, projects, and studies.
MDOT SHA Bicycle Policy and Design Guidelines, a website features MDOT SHA’s bicycle policies and guidelines for maintaining and improving bicycle facilities on state highways.
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.9. Complete Streets (pg. 24) 
Section D.4.2.1-Table 2, General Data Sources (pg. 36)
Section D.5.1.1. Multi-modalism (pg. 62) 
Section D.5.1.2. Integration with Land Use (pg. 66)
	Inspire Cambridge-2026 Comprehensive Plan (pgs. 6.2 - 6.22): the city’s transportation goal is to modernize the transportation system with a focus on walkability, cycling, transit, and safe streets, a Complete Streets approach aiming to reduce reliance on cars, making downtown a model for connected, people-first mobility. 



  

	Optimize Roadway Connectivity
	Strategies to connect new development to the existing street grid or in built-out communities enhance roadway connections between destinations, including recommendations for new bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

	APA: Planning for Street Connectivity: Getting from Here to There showcases a study of 14 communities’ efforts to incorporate greater street connectivity to address cut-through traffic, reduce traffic impacts, and other issues.     
Improve Street Network Connectivity: A webpage describes the benefits, best practice actions, and tools & resources for planning and implementing street connectivity.  
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.10. Optimize Roadway Connectivity (pg. 25) 
Section D.5.1. Example Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies (pg. 61)
	Master Plan of Town Centers (Calvert County) (see the “Transportation Network” section in each town Center master plan): The town center master plans emphasize building well-connected local roadway networks to support growth in town centers.  

	Transportation Demand Management
	Strategies to shift travel away from Single Occupancy Vehicles to reduce congestion, emissions, and infrastructure strain and promote alternatives such as public transit, carpooling, biking, walking, and teleworking. 
	USDOT FHWA Transportation Demand Management Resources
Transportation Element Guidance:
 Section C.2.11 Transportation Demand Management (pg. 25) 
Section D.5.1, Example Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies (pg. 61) 
	HoCo By Design – Howard County (pgs. 77 and 78): The plan discusses the county’s support for Transportation Demand Management (TDM) and includes an implementing action to support and expand TDM programs in the county.  


	Transportation Equity
	Strategies and policies to support fair access to safe, affordable, and reliable transportation, such as equitable resource allocation, the removal of barriers, and the involvement of all community sectors in decision making. 
	Maryland Transportation Plan (pg.5): Equity is one of the guiding principles for MDOT plans and programs. 
Toward Equitable Transportation and Land Use Policies (Prevention Institute): A webpage provides practitioners with methods and strategies for implementing equity in transportation and land use based on local examples at the leading edge of this work. 
Housing + Transportation Index (CNT) showcases an affordable index that considers both the cost of housing and transportation at the neighborhood level.
The Household Cost of Transportation (USDOT_BTS) provides the data source for equitable transportation planning. 
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.7. Promote Transportation Equity (pg. 23)  
Section D.5.1. Examples Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies (pg. 61)  
	Our Baltimore, Your Baltimore: A Comprehensive Plan for the City of Baltimore (pgs. 132 and 167-174): champions transportation equity 

	EV Adoption / GHG Reduction / Reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Per Capita
	Strategies for creating compact, mixed-use development.
Strategies for creating EV charging station infrastructure.


	Sustainable Growth Transportation Principle and Implementation Guide: Reducing VMT per capita is a key performance measure to implement the Transportation Principle.
Maryland NEVI Plan Website provides EV infrastructure planning resources, including the Maryland NEVI Plan and Program, EV charging suitability analysis, and other EV deployment and EV infrastructure development resources.   
Transportation Element Guidance: 
Section C.2.17. Reduce VMT Per Capita and GHG Emissions (pg. 28) 
Section C.2.14. Optimizing Existing Transportation Infrastructure (pg. 27) 
C.2., 16. Consider the Jobs-housing Balance (pg. 28) 
Section D.5.1. Examples Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies (pg. 61)
	Baltimore County Master Plan 2030(pgs. 78 and 91): includes EV adoption strategies in the transportation and climate resiliency and energy efficiency sections.
Annapolis Ahead Comprehensive Plan 2040 (pg. 238): calls for increasing capital investments on alternative transportation modes to reduce dependency on SOV travels. 


	Transit Oriented Development
	Strategies for transit site development as dense, mixed-use, and walkable communities and coordination it with land use goals. 
	FTA’s TOD Pilot Program provides the federal TOD planning funding resource information.  
Equitable-TOD (CNT)outlines resources for planning and implementing equitable TOD. 
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.15. TOD (pg. 27) 
Section D.5.1. Examples Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies (pg. 61)
	Our Baltimore, Your Baltimore – Baltimore City Comprehensive Plan (pgs. 98-102): treats TOD as an engine for equity, housing affordability, and neighborhood economic growth. The plan integrates TOD strategies across the land use, housing, and mobility framework.
City of Aberdeen 2022 Comprehensive Plan(pgs. 56, 62, 64-66, 73, 92, 174, 195-197, etc.): includes extensive TOD strategies in the Land Use, Municipal Growth, and Transportation, and Economic Development Elements. 

	Integrate Transportation and Land Use Planning  
	Strategies and policies to integrate transportation and land use planning to support sustainable transportation systems and land use patterns 
	EPA’s Smart Growth and Transportation Webpage provides background information and key transportation and land use practice resources. 
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section B.1.1.5. Coordinating with the Land Element (pg. 11) 
Sections C.2.3.; C.2.4.; C.2.5.; C.2.6.; C.2.8,; C.2.12.; C.2.13.; C.2.15.; and C.2.16. (pgs. 22 – 28)
Section D.5.1.2. Integrate with Land Use (pg. 66)
	Baltimore County Master Plan 2030 (pgs. 43-65, 74-106): reframes the county’s growth approach by identifying “Place Types” and associated land use, transportation, public infrastructure, housing, economic development, resource and land protection, and other subject topic goals and actions to achieve the overall County growth, development, and agricultural and resource preservation visions.

	Prioritize Transportation Investment/Project in Designated Growth Areas
	Strategies to prioritize multimodal investments in targeted growth areas, e.g., PFAs and Sustainable Communities. 
	MDP’s Local and State Targeted Growth and Conservation Areas App shows local and state designated growth areas in Maryland. 
MDOT SHA’s Context Driven Guide includes place-type transportation investment strategies 
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.4. Prioritize Investment or Projects in Designated Growth Areas (pg. 22) 
Section D.5.1. Examples Goals, Objectives, and Implementation Strategies (pg. 61)
	Baltimore County Master Plan 2030(pgs. 43-65, 74-85, 98-106) reframes the county’s growth approach by identifying “Place Types,” including targeted retrofitting and growth areas inside the “Urban Rural Demarcation Line” for supporting sustainable growth, placemaking, mixed-use, TOD, walkable, Complete Streets, transit, VMT reduction, and roadway improvements in designated growth areas.



	Focus on Transportation Safety and System Preservation Outside of PFAs

	Strategies to limit roadway improvements to existing transportation system preservation and safety enhancement in rural and resource areas to limit sprawl effects of transportation capacity expansion. 
	MDP’s Local and State Targeted Growth and Conservation Areas App
Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.5. Focus on Transportation Safety and System Preservation Outside of PFAs (pg. 23)  
Section D.5.1.2. Integration with Land Use (pg. 67)
	The 2016 Charles County Comprehensive Plan (pg. 201): includes integrated transportation and land use policies and specifies limiting transportation improvements in rural and agricultural preservation areas to maintenance, upgrading on-standard roads, and under-capacity bridges.  

	Optimizing Existing Transportation Infrastructure
	Strategies for the timely maintenance and enhancement of existing infrastructure to improve efficiency, reduce long-term costs, and boost sustainability 
	Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.14. Optimize Existing Transportation Infrastructure (pg. 27) 
Section D.5.1.5. System Preservation (pg. 27) 

	Thrive Montgomery 2050-General Plan emphasizes optimizing and repurposing existing transportation infrastructure over roadway capacity expansion (see various policies and practices in the Transportation and Communication Networks Chapter, pgs.112, 113). The Compact Growth Chapter (pgs.73) includes policies and practices calling for concentrating development along Growth Corridors and inside established Complete Communities where public transit, roads, water, and sewer infrastructure are already present and will be enhanced.   

	Consider the jobs-housing balance
	Strategies for addressing the need for affordable and workforce housing and reducing VMT. 
	Transportation Element Guidance:
Section C.2.16 Consider the Jobs-housing Balance (pg. 28) 
Section D.5.1.3. Environmental Sustainability and Resilience (pg. 68)

	Plan Prince George’s 2035 Approved General Plan (pgs.38-38) analyzes the historical imbalance between where residents live and work and discusses the need to capture a higher share of regional job growth to balance residential expansion. The plan uses the jobs-to-housing ratio to measure growth suitability (pgs. 279-281) to ensure residents can work closer to home, reducing reliance on long out-of-county commutes. Overall, the plan addresses jobs-housing balance as a fundamental strategy for economic growth, land use efficiency, and congestion reduction. 
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