Table 2: Best Practices
Comprehensive Plan Resilience Element Checklist 
Overview
This checklist is designed to promote a shared understanding of the Resilience Principle and resilience element between MDP and local governments and communicate how MDP will evaluate resilience in a local plan. Local governments should use it to inform their planning processes, assess whether their draft plans follow best practices, and comply with statutory requirements. MDP’s 60-day review comments evaluate whether resilience elements include the items identified in this checklist.
Maryland’s eight Sustainable Growth Policy and Planning Principles (SG3P) are the foundation for this checklist and all MDP guidance. SG3P seeks to improve human well-being, mitigate climate change, and grow economic opportunity for all Marylanders. Maryland’s Resilience Principle is intended to integrate resiliency measures that will minimize that impacts of rapid and unexpected natural- and human-caused threats on communities. The Sustainable Growth Subcabinet’s Sustainable Growth Implementation Guide (pages 43 – 48) describes the Resilience Principle, the benefits of planning for resilience, and key performance indicators (KPIs) the state will use to measure progress toward a more resilient Maryland. 
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This checklist has two sections: one table identifying statutory references and a second table identifying recommended best practices. Table 1 addresses statutory requirements for the resilience element. Table 2 addresses resilience element best practices that are consistent with Maryland’s Resilience Principle. Direct any questions or concerns regarding the contents of this document to Lead Resilience Planner, Clyde Drayton at clyde.drayton@maryland.gov.
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Checklist Terms 
The following definitions are sourced from various State of Maryland Programs that support implementation of the Resilience Principle.
· Acute: Conditions that are severe and sudden in onset. Used in this document in reference to hazards.
· Adaptation: The practice of implementing measures which reduce vulnerability and improve resilience to adverse impacts, namely extreme weather.
· Chronic: Longer-term conditions that weaken a community or system over time and can cause disruption to community or system functions and well-being. Used in this document in reference to stressors.
· Climate Ready Action Boundary (CRAB): A map that shows the horizontal limits of flooding in Maryland.  
· Community Disaster Resilience Zones (CDRZ): Federally identified areas which would benefit the most from building disaster resilience through federal, public, and private resources.  
· Community Rating System (CRS): The Community Rating System (CRS) is a voluntary incentive program that recognizes and encourages community floodplain management practices that exceed the minimum requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  
· Critical Area: All land within 1,000 feet of Maryland’s tidal waters and tidal wetlands.
· Critical Infrastructure: Ensuring that Maryland’s critical infrastructure systems and assets – namely, core transportation assets, drinking water and wastewater systems, energy assets, communications systems, hazardous materials sector, safety and security assets, and military installations – can recover quickly or withstand hazards and changing conditions. Resilient critical infrastructure is fundamental and enables all other systems to function
· Design Standards: A guiding framework that either influences or requires new development and structures to take a specific form or include explicitly described components and features. 
· Environmental Justice: The just treatment and meaningful involvement of all people, regardless of income, race, color, national origin, Tribal affiliation, or disability, in agency decision-making and other Federal activities that affect human health and the environment so that people: are fully protected from disproportionate and adverse human health and environmental effects (including risks) and hazards, including those related to climate change, the cumulative impacts of environmental and other burdens, and the legacy of racism or other structural or systemic barriers; and have equitable access to a healthy, sustainable, and resilient environment in which to live, play, work, learn, worship, and engage in cultural and subsistence practices.
· Floodplain: A low-lying area of land next to a river, stream, or waterway that may flood during heavy rains or storms.  
· Fluvial Flooding: Flooding along rivers and streams.
· Green Infrastructure: The range of measures that use plant or soil systems, permeable pavement or other permeable surfaces or substrates, stormwater harvest and reuse, or landscaping to store, infiltrate, or evapotranspirate stormwater and reduce flows to sewer systems or to surface waters.
· Hazard: A source or cause of harm or difficulty
· Hazard Risk: The potential for consequences where something of value is at stake and where the outcome is uncertain. This term can be used in reference to all types of hazards
· Hazard Mitigation: Any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk to life and property from hazard events.  
· Hazard Mitigation Plan: A long-term strategy to reduce the risk of loss of life and property damage from natural disasters.  
· Heat Island Effect: The phenomenon that occurs when buildings, roads, and other infrastructure absorb and re–emit heat from the sun, causing urban areas to experience higher temperatures than surrounding areas.
· Human-caused: Human-caused hazards include technological hazards (caused by the tools, machines, and substances used in everyday life) and intentional acts (caused by people attacking or damaging what is valuable in a society). Examples include hazardous materials releases, major computer system failures (e.g., 911 system), terrorist attacks, and riots.
· Managed Retreat: When individuals or entire communities move away from high-risk areas to reduce exposure to hazards
· Microgrid: A collection of interconnected loads, generation assets, and advanced control equipment installed across a defined geographic area that can disconnect from the macrogrid (the utility scale electric distribution system) and operating independently.
· Nuisance Flooding: High tide flooding that causes public inconvenience.
· Pluvial Flooding: Flooding that occurs when heavy rainfall overwhelms local stormwater systems
· Resilience: Resilience is the ability of communities to adapt to the challenges of changing conditions and disasters, including human-caused and natural hazards – and to build, advance, and maintain capacities related to quality of life, health and well-being, durable systems, economic vitality, human made and nature-based infrastructure, and sustainable environmental systems.
· Saltwater Intrusion: The movement of brackish water into freshwater, including into surface waters, aquifers, and water within soils. Historically, saltwater intrusion has been used to describe the movement of saltwater into aquifers only.
· Social Vulnerability: Demographic and socioeconomic factors (such as poverty, lack of access to transportation, and crowded housing) that adversely affect communities that encounter hazards and other community-level stressors.
· Stressor: Chronic challenges that harm communities on blue-sky days and can make hazards more severe.
· Wetlands: Transitional areas between land and water, where soil is saturated or covered by water at least part of the time. They take many forms, including mangroves, marshes, swamps, bogs, and wet prairies.
Required State Plans
Maryland law requires resilience elements to be informed by two documents produced by the Maryland Department of Emergency Management (MDEM):
Resilient Maryland, Statewide Resilience Strategy: Enabled by Senate Bill 630 (2022), the Resilient Maryland Strategy analyzes risks from flooding, severe storms, sea level rise and saltwater intrusion, extreme heat, cyber threats and more, considering how climate change acts as a threat multiplier. The strategy presents a whole-of-government approach toward tackling those risks, offering 20 goals and 50 recommended actions for the State to build resilience across an array of sectors. 

Maryland’s 2026 State Hazard Mitigation Plan Update (HazMit Plan) builds on the previous Maryland State Hazard Mitigation Plan of 2001 and subsequent updates, most recently the 2021 State Hazard Mitigation Plan. In addition to ensuring that all requirements outlined in 2 CFR §201.4 are met, sections of the HazMit Plan were updated, expanded, newly developed, and consolidated to provide a more concise picture of statewide mitigation. The HazMit Plan follows guidance contained in the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) State Mitigation Plan Review Guide Version 2.0 (Guide). This Guide is FEMA’s official policy on and interpretation of the natural hazard mitigation planning requirements. The intended use of the Guide is to facilitate consistent evaluation and approval of state mitigation plans, as well as to facilitate state compliance with the mitigation planning requirements when updating plans.

	Requirement

This column summarizes each statutory requirement
	Statute Citation(s)

This column cites the law. These requirements apply to all jurisdictions with planning and zoning authority, but their location in the code may differ depending on jurisdiction type
	Resources/Guidance (page number if applicable)

This column recommends resources to reference in addressing the requirement
	Example (page number)

This column recommends good examples of plans or programs that meet the requirement

	Comprehensive and general plans must implement the Resilience Principle: “Integrate resiliency measures that will minimize that impacts of rapid and unexpected natural- and human-caused threats on communities.”
	Land Use Article § 1-201

	MDP Sustainable Growth Planning Principles (pgs. 43 - 48): The Sustainable Growth Subcabinet designed this guidance to assist localities in implementation of its Sustainable Growth Policy and Planning Principles

	Coming Soon

	All jurisdictions must include a resilience element in their comprehensive and general plans. 
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-406
Land Use Article § 1-412

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-102
Land Use Article § 3-108

	Overview of Maryland’s Climate Planning Requirements: This resource highlights the enabling legislation for climate planning and the recommendations provided by the Maryland Commission on Climate Change. For developing a resilience element, it may incorporate nuisance flood plans, climate-considerate siting and design guidelines for state-funded buildings, implementation steps to mitigate saltwater intrusion, and the locally adopted water-resources element.  

	Coming Soon

	A resilience element must address identifying potential threats and the local or county strategies to handle them. 
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-412(a)(1)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-108(a)(1)

	FEMA Resilience Analysis and Planning Tool: The Maryland State Hazard Mitigation Plan uses this dataset provided by FEMA. Resilience Elements can use the data to support hazard identification and assessment of potential local impacts. A Resilience Element should also highlight existing planning efforts to advance local resilience.
	Coming Soon

	A resilience element must address state and local partnerships to respond to long-term or unexpected hazards. 

	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-412(a)(2)(i)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-108(a)(2)

	Maryland State Hazard Mitigation Plan Hub: The Maryland State Hazard Mitigation Plan is a required document to inform the resilience element, and this “hub” provides additional data and strategies that jurisdictions can use to address this statutory requirement. The HazMit Plan HUB includes the state threats and disasters jurisdictions may consider for planning activities and where and how local planning may support statewide efforts.
	Coming Soon

	A resilience element must address state and local partnerships to provide safety, service, and sustainable growth.
	Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-412(a)(2)(II)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-108(a)(2)

	Maryland Department of Environment MDEnviroScreen: The MDEnviroScreen Climate Vulnerability Score (CVS) identifies communities disproportionately affected by climate impacts in Maryland. The tool is composite index of two sub-indices: Community Impact and Climate Exposure. A Resilience Element can use this tool to identify existing vulnerabilities and target planning activities to address priority areas. 

Maryland Adaptation Framework: The Adaptation Framework is a comprehensive list of adaptation strategies and activities to guide the state’s adaptation efforts. The Framework includes both short and long-term measures that State and Local governments may undertake in planning for and adapting to the diverse impacts of climate change, including land use strategies (page 103). A Resilience Element may reference these adaptation strategies and highlight alignment with local policy and projects.
	Coming Soon


Table 1: Statutory Requirements (Shall Statements)


	Best Practice Subject

This column identifies items recommended for inclusion in resilience elements

	MDP Guidance

This column explains plan content that a particular best-practice subject should include
	Resources

This column recommends resources to reference in addressing the requirement. Resources may include anything listed in the Maryland Office of Resilience Toolkit
	Example (page number)

This column recommends good examples of plans that demonstrate best practices

	Vision


	A resilience element should describe its vision for creating a more resilient community. At a minimum, the vision should be consistent with the state’s resilience principle and its intent statement.
	MDP Sustainable Growth Implementation Guide: The Principles create a planning framework that emphasizes Maryland’s land use and development priorities while also allowing flexibility in how they are applied by various user types. A Resilience Element is encouraged to detail local alignment with statewide policy.
	Cumberland Comprehensive Plan 2045 (pg. 6): highlights centrality of resilience to the city’s character and how investments in economy and water and sewer infrastructure are pivotal to future growth. “MDP’s Planning Principles represent values like those of Cumberland … These 8 principles will guide Maryland’s shift from Smart Growth to Sustainable Growth.”

	A resilience element may include an inventory of hazards and their specific disaster impact to the jurisdiction’s communities, infrastructure, and economy.

Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-412(c)(1)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-108(c)(1)
	A resilience element may include various resources provided by state agencies to support developing an inventory of local hazards. A Resilience Element may use this data to identify vulnerable coastal areas and prioritize planning activities to address this flooding.
	Nuisance Flood Plan Guidance: The State of Maryland requires that every coastal municipality and county that experiences nuisance flooding submit a nuisance flood plan (NFP) to be updated every five years. This guidance may be used to identify nuisance flooding and support adaptation strategies.

Climate Ready Action Boundary (CRAB): The CRAB consists of a flood depth grid image service depicting the Climate Ready Action Boundary (CRAB) for the coastal areas throughout the State of Maryland. 
	Ocean City 2025 Comprehensive Plan (pgs. 11-19 - 11-21): directly incorporates the city’s nuisance flood plan into the draft comprehensive plan. This section highlights the federal resources used to evaluate nuisance flooding and which responsibilities Ocean City has undertaken locally to expand understanding of increasing risk.

	A resilience element may include a framework or roadmap to incorporate resilience within local standards and policy.

Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-412(c)(2)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-108(c)(2)
	A Resilience Element should provide details about local shifts to design standards or priorities for development. This detail will highlight alignment and implementation of the Best Practice into actionable changes. 
	Maryland Stormwater Design Manual: This document provides the best management practices and design standards for addressing stormwater. A Resilience Element may integrate this guidance and exhibit local strategies to mitigate the adverse impacts of stormwater flooding. 

Resilient Maryland: The Resilient Maryland program provides funding for organizations to develop and install microgrids, resiliency hubs, and other distributed energy resources (DERs) for critical and community uses. A Resilience Element may identify potential projects which may improve energy resilience and align with the design standards of the program. 
	St. Michaels 2026 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 12-1): provides a dedicated chapter to Climate Resilience and highlights the adoption of a joint Hazard Mitigation Plan with the county, establishing evacuation roads, and creating a local commission for Sea Level Rise. The Comprehensive Plan also incorporates conceptual designs for capital projects the town will pursue to increase resilience.  

	A resilience element may include a priority framework to protect critical infrastructure and community resources.

Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-412(c)(3)(i)
Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-108(c)(3)(i)
	Recommendations for managing water resources or infrastructure systems which are at risk of natural and human-caused threats.
	MDP/MDE Water Resources Best Practices Checklist: This WRE Guidance Update provides best practices for considering and addressing water-related climate change impacts, and for addressing the challenges that growth and development pose to our collective efforts to protect and restore Maryland waterbodies. A Resilience Element may incorporate this checklist to highlight risk mitigation from water-related impacts.

Maryland Flood Mitigation Guide for Historic Buildings: This resource provides a framework through which local preservation planners and advocates can better understand floodplain management and engage in local and state emergency management processes for historic preservation. A Resilience Element may integrate the practices of this guidance to highlight adaptation strategies for historic assets.
	Carroll County 2024 Water Resources Element (pg. 16): directly integrates resilience into the Water Resources Plan and displays the importance of resilience for long-term infrastructure, planned growth, and overall mitigation of hazards and threats.

	A resilience element may include priority policies and ordinances to advance resilience and recovery.

Charter Counties
Land Use Article § 1-412(c)(3)(ii)

Non-Charter Counties and Municipalities
Land Use Article § 3-108(c)(3)(ii)
	A resilience element should reference these adaptation strategies and highlight alignment with local policy and projects.
	MDP Overview of Maryland’s Climate Planning Requirements: This resource highlights the statutory changes for jurisdictions to consider climate change. A jurisdiction may use this resource to understand the planning, regulatory, or policy items for resilience which they may consider within comprehensive plans. 
	Cambridge 2026 Comprehensive Plan: (pg. 9.5) states the goal to “Establish emergency response and recovery plans for the fishing industry to minimize disruption during extreme weather event”. This highlights both the resilience to natural hazards and the resilience of essential local industry.

	Implementation


	A resilience element should describe how the jurisdiction plans to implement its resilience goals, objectives, actions, and strategies.
	Maryland Adaptation Framework: The Adaptation Framework is a comprehensive list of adaptation strategies and activities to guide the state’s adaptation efforts. The Framework includes both short and long-term measures that State and Local governments may undertake in planning for and adapting to the diverse impacts of climate change.

	Cambridge 2026 Comprehensive Plan: (pg. 1.37): establishes the theme to “Build for the Future: Infrastructure that Is Sustainable, Resilient, and Equitable”. This theme highlights the city’s commitment to implementing resilience through planning activities and development 






	Implementation of previous plan


	A resilience element should indicate the jurisdiction’s implementation progress of any resilience strategies in the previously adopted plan.
	Jurisdictions can reference their 5-yr implementation reports, required by Land Use Article §1-207(c)(6) to measure progress toward resilience in the implementation of the previous plan. Per Land Use Article §1-207(c)(6)(v), jurisdictions may consider future land use challenges and issues related to resilience such as flood management, emergency power capacity, or infrastructure hardening and adaptability, in the previous plan, and discuss internally and document if and how they have been implemented.
	Coming Soon

	Existing programs


	A resilience element should identify any programs currently in place that support resilience. Such programs could include local climate resilience and adaptation plans, capital projects for resilience, or community engagement initiatives to map, document, and understand existing hazards or recent events.
	Local Hazard Mitigation Plan: MDEM provides resources and a sample of a Local Hazard Mitigation Plan to highlight integration of the State’s Hazard Mitigation priorities. Jurisdictions should also review the hazard mitigation for their county to find descriptions of existing programs. 
	Queen Anne’s County Comprehensive Plan 2022 (pg. 5-13): directly incorporates findings of the local Hazard Mitigation Plan and provides a table which ranks each hazard along with necessary implementation steps. 

	Locally generated data
	A resilience element should include some locally generated qualitative and (to the extent available) quantitative data. Locally generated data can supplement publicly available data. Such data informs goals, strategies, and actions local governments will take to address resilience issues.
	MDEM Hazard Data Resources: The Maryland Department of Emergency Management provides data to support hazard mitigation planning throughout the state. These resources may provide guidance for how local data may be generated and deployed for further planning activities. 
	Baltimore City 2018 Disaster Preparedness Plan (pg. 129): highlights that analysis was conducted using state hazard data to assess local risk and generate a local inventory of how hazards will occur in focus areas and at critical facilities. 

	Flood Resilience - Stormwater
	Recommendations for planning activities or zoning standards which consider all local flooding risks from stormwater.
	FEMA Floodplain Maps: The FEMA Flood Map Service Center (MSC) is the official public source for flood hazard information produced in support of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Climate Ready Action Boundary (CRAB): The CRAB consists of a flood depth grid image service depicting the Climate Ready Action Boundary (CRAB) for the coastal areas throughout the State of Maryland.

MDP/MDE Water Resources Best Practices Checklist: This WRE Guidance provides best practices for considering and addressing water-related climate change impacts, and for addressing the challenges that growth and development pose to our collective efforts to protect and restore Maryland waterbodies.
	Ocean City 2025 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 11-2): Ocean City specifies development above flood-elevation as primary strategy for future structures.

Easton 2025 Draft Comprehensive Plan – Chapter 2 Land Use (pg. 30): establishes a land use goal to balance new development with infrastructure capacity while considering data for stormwater and other hazards.

	Flood Resilience – Water Services and Treatment
	Recommendations for planning activities and capital investment which consider how water services and treatment may be impacted by flooding events.
	FEMA Floodplain Maps: The FEMA Flood Map Service Center (MSC) is the official public source for flood hazard information produced in support of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Climate Ready Action Boundary (CRAB): The CRAB consists of a flood depth grid image service depicting the Climate Ready Action Boundary (CRAB) for the coastal areas throughout the State of Maryland.

Baltimore County Capital Improvement Program: This document outlines the overall process through which Baltimore County developed criteria for the Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Similarly, a resilience element may incorporate the findings and criteria of the CIP, such as how projects improve local community resilience or support the local Hazard Mitigation Plan. A resilience element may further highlight how the comprehensive plan aligns with the local CIP development and review process.
	Betterton Comprehensive Plan 2026 (pg. 28): The town is seeking renewable energy for a new wastewater treatment facility + pursuing green infrastructure to upgrade old sewer system during complete replacement.



	Coastal Resilience – Waterfront Threats and Sea Level Rise
	Strategies for or directly addressing the impact of coastal flooding events, including sea level rise or managing development through identified and designated Critical Areas. 
	MDP Saltwater Intrusion Plan: A jurisdiction may incorporate this resource into a resilience element and consider land use interventions to mitigate saltwater intrusion or steer land use away from areas where development may exacerbate exposure to saltwater intrusion. 

Nuisance Flood Plans: While the State of Maryland requires that every coastal municipality and county that experiences nuisance flooding submit a nuisance flood plan (NFP), these plans may be incorporated into a resilience element with detail about how the NFP will impact proposed future land use and development.
	Somerset County 2025 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 7-5): directly incorporates its nuisance flood plan into the comprehensive plan. This section highlights the local plans which evaluate and develop implementation steps for nuisance flooding and which responsibilities the County has undertaken locally to expand understanding of increasing risk.

	Coastal Resilience – Extreme Weather

	Strategies to address extreme coastal weather and its impacts to life, property, and infrastructure. Planning activities may also address where systems which support local resilience need improvement, such as stormwater and wastewater systems.

	FEMA Community Rating System: The Community Rating System (CRS) is a voluntary incentive program that recognizes and encourages community floodplain management practices that exceed the minimum requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Local Hazard Mitigation Plan: The local mitigation plan guides risk-informed decision-making at the local level. Local governments, including special districts, can use the mitigation plan to guide planning for resilience, land use and economic development.






	Chestertown 2025 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 48): states that development in the 100-year FEMA floodplain will be halted to prevent adverse impacts of building in known areas of flood hazard.

	Heat Resilience
	Planning activities or recommendations to curb extreme heat, heat island effect, and its adverse impacts on communities and facility resources.

Plans may include assessment of the areas or systems most likely and most vulnerable to the impacts of extreme heat.
	MDE EnviroScreen Mapping Tool: This tool provides users with data to inform their decisions on siting, permitting, enforcement, and infrastructure improvements. A resilience element may consider the urban heat island and drought exposure scores found in the map and present implementation steps to mitigate extreme heat.
	Frederick County Green Infrastructure Plan 2026 (pg. 55): highlights that expanding tree canopy and urban greenery is an important method to address growing extreme heat concerns across the rapidly developing county.

	Facility Resilience
	Assessment or strategies for continued use/protection of vital facilities in the face of unexpected hazards or acute shocks.
	Local Hazard Mitigation Plan: The local hazard mitigation plan guides risk-informed decision-making at the local level and a resilience element may consider which public facilities are most important for the community, most at risk from hazards, and most resilient to support preparedness and recovery duties.

Capital Improvement Plan: This document outlines the overall process through which agencies prepare for and submit budget requests to DBM. As an implementation step, a local jurisdiction may incorporate the priority facility resilience projects of their Capital Improvement Plan within a resilience element.
	Worcester County 2026 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 127): integrates the county’s Hazard Mitigation Plan into the comprehensive and highlights that the update will explicitly include the Nuisance Flood Plan and a new Worcester County Resilience Plan. 

	Economic Resilience
	Strategies to mitigate the impact of hazards on primary revenue streams, systems, and facilities.
	Resilient MD Revolving Loans: This MDEM program may support local governments to finance projects that mitigate risk from natural hazards. Plans for this program may be included in a resilience element with an implementation action to improve local economic resilience. 

Maryland's Compatible Use Project: The Maryland SJRIS is not a legally binding document. It is an advisory document aimed at improving compatibility between Maryland military installations and their surrounding communities. The primary goal of this document is to protect the viability of all current and future military operations at a military installation, while simultaneously guiding community growth, sustaining the environmental and economic vitality of the region, and protecting public health, safety, and welfare.




	Ocean City 2025 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 29): highlights alignment with the Worcester County and Ocean City Economic Development Corporation. Capital planning for infrastructure supports resilience through controlled growth and upgrading infrastructure to meet needed capacity.

	Social Resilience
	Strategies mitigating the adverse or exponential risks they may face during hazards or acute shocks for all community members. These strategies may reduce social vulnerability or the magnified impacts one community is more likely to suffer than another due to external causes and historical impacts.
	MDE EnviroScreen Mapping Tool: This tool provides users with data to inform their decisions on siting, permitting, enforcement, and infrastructure improvements. Demographic and socioeconomic data, coupled with state agency data such as proximity to active high air emission facilities or wastewater treatment facilities, can be used to help underserved and overburdened communities in Maryland.
	Baltimore City 2024 Comprehensive Plan: (Page 198) Baltimore City integrates strategy, current efforts, and policy recommendations to complete an Environmental Justice chapter. This content displays how the city is advancing social resilience throughout communities.

	Energy Resilience
	Planning activities which identify where local energy delivery needs strengthening from external impacts.

External impacts may look like regional generation or distribution failure due to natural hazards or human-induced threats.  
Internal impacts may look like disruption to local transmission or control.

To plan for resilience, the comprehensive plan may identify energy solutions that are self- sustaining and adaptable such as small-scale local generation or redundant service from the regional provider.
	MDP Building Local Resilience Webinar: This webinar highlights the ways Maryland is advancing building local resilience by way of state and local funding streams. The content gives a closer look into resilience hubs, the components that make them, and the planning process to establish them locally.

Maryland SolarAPP+ Implementation Grant Program: The MEA offers a grant program to support counties, cities, and town with control over residential solar permitting to defray implementation costs of solar and residential energy storage software. A resilience element may include implementation steps for updating local solar and residential energy storage permit processes in addition to any wider solar planning and development. 

SmartDG+: This free, online interactive map is intended to help developers and officials identify promising areas for the location of new wind and solar projects in Maryland. The tool focuses on screening factors of relevance to large-scale projects (i.e. greater than 2 MW.). 

Maryland Military Assets and Considerations for Renewable Energy Development: This Maryland Department of Commerce resource guides the state, jurisdictions, and military installations in the coordinated siting and development of renewable energy facilities.

MDP Solar Facility Siting Guidance: MDP’s Solar Facility Siting Guidance webpage provides guidance to local governments on strategies to minimize impacts of utility-scale solar facilities on agricultural lands and ecologically important areas, and to help facilitate the siting of solar facilities on developed lands and brownfields.

Resilient Maryland Defense Communities Project: The Resilient Maryland Defense Communities Project Framework (to be released in late 2026) is an advisory document aimed at improving compatibility between Maryland military installations and their surrounding communities. The primary goal of this document is to protect the viability of all current and future military operations at a military installation, while simultaneously guiding community growth, sustaining the environmental and economic vitality of the region, and protecting public health, safety, and welfare.
	Aberdeen 2022 Comprehensive Plan (pg. 77): highlights the MDP Compatible Use Study and their strategy to align with the assets and development of nearby Aberdeen Proving Grounds.


	Historical and Cultural Asset Resilience
	Acknowledgement of historic and cultural resources at risk and in need of resilience considerations. If this is unknown, the plan should highlight how these resources may be identified.

Address recommendations or strategies to mitigate harm and increase resilience and adaptation of historical and cultural resources.
	Maryland Historical Trust Medusa Application: Through Medusa, jurisdictions can access information about architectural and archaeological resources recorded in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) and the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), as well as properties on which MHT holds preservation easements.

Flood Mitigation Guide: This guide creates a framework through which local preservation planners and advocates can better understand floodplain management and engage in local and state emergency management processes. As the guide demonstrates, floodplain and emergency management efforts are largely locally-focused, and as such, it is largely up to local planners and advocates to ensure that historic preservation has a seat at the table.  

FEMA Hazard Mitigation Planning for Historical Property and Cultural Resources: The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has developed a series of mitigation planning “how-to” guides for the purpose of assisting Tribes, States, and local governments in developing effective hazard mitigation planning processes. The material presented in these guides is intended to address the needs of both large and small communities with varying degrees of technical expertise and financial reserves. Page 3-1 highlights developing a mitigation plan and a resilience element may incorporate details on specific mitigation for historic and cultural resources.
	2024 City of Annapolis Comprehensive Plan (pg. 152): states that zoning standards are to be updated to address recommendations from all recent hazard mitigation plans, including Weather It Together: Cultural Resource Hazard Mitigation Plan (2018).
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