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Local Government ADU Law Compliance Assessment Tool
Purpose: The Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) designed this assessment tool to help local governments comply with the Land Use and Real Property – Accessory Dwelling Units – Requirements and Prohibitions act of 2025 (HB 1466/SB 891). It accompanies MDP’s FAQ for local governments and Model Local ADU Ordinance. It is designed to help jurisdictions that already permit ADUs assess whether they need to update their ordinances to meet the minimum compliance requirements of HB 1466. Jurisdictions can adopt local ADU laws that are more permissive of ADUs than required by HB 1466, but they cannot adopt laws that are more restrictive.  This assessment tool does not address HB 1466’s modifications to the Real Property Article nor its allowances for local ADU laws preceded by a “may” statement. 	Comment by Joseph Griffiths -MDP-: Include link to this when published to website. I also can’t recall if this is the official name, so please change if needed.
MDP prepared this guidance for Maryland's current ADU law as of February 25, 2026. If the Maryland General Assembly enacts legislation altering provisions related to ADUs, aspects of this guidance may no longer apply. MDP will update this guidance as soon as is practicable if the law changes. Direct any questions regarding this model ordinance to Carter Reitman, Lead Housing Planner at MDP, at carter.reitman2@maryland.gov.
	State ADU Law Requirement
	Does your ordinance meet this requirement? 
	If the answer in column 2 is no, what do you need to amend to meet this requirement?
	Model ordinance reference for requirement	Comment by Joseph Griffiths -MDP-: What do you think about a column for FAQ question, if one exists for the topic in the row? If so, we would also need to add the FAQs to the list of accompaniments in the purpose paragraph
	FAQ reference for requirement

	Maryland ordinance examples that meet this requirement

	A local law must authorize development of ADUs on lots with single-family detached dwelling units
	 
	 
	For additional information, see definition of “Accessory Dwelling unit”	Comment by Joseph Griffiths -MDP-: Adding this to help with accessibility








	For additional information, see answers to questions 1, 2, 6, and 7

	For an example, see "Accessory Dwelling Unit" as defined in Chapter 21.72.010 of Title 21 in Annapolis’s Code

	A local law must establish policies that support the intent of Maryland’s ADU law, which is to promote and encourage the creation of ADUs on lots with single-family detached dwelling units to meet Maryland’s housing needs
	
	
	For additional information, see “Purpose”	Comment by Joseph Griffiths -MDP-: Will these all be direct hyperlinks to the specific section of the MO?	Comment by Carter Reitman -MDP-: I don't know how we would do that unless each section is its own webpage on the website.	Comment by Joseph Griffiths -MDP-: There is a way to do it with anchors but we can figure that out before publishing
	For additional information, see answers to questions 1 and 8
	For an example, see Section 802 of Frederick City’s Land Management Code 

	A local law must authorize ADUs up to 75% of the size of and subordinate in use to their respective primary dwelling units
	
	
	For additional information, see “Definitions”
	For additional information, see answer to question 10
	N/A

	A local law must authorize ADUs that provide complete living facilities for at least one person, including, at a minimum, sanitation, cooking, eating, and sleeping
	
	
	For additional information, see “Definitions”
	For additional information, see answer to question 6
	For an example, see Montgomery County Code Section 59-3.3.3 (A1 and B1)

	A local law must authorize detached and attached ADUs
	
	
	For additional information, see “Definitions”
	For additional information, see answer to question 2
	For an example, see Havre de Grace Code Chapter 205-9(H)(4) and (5)

	A local law must exclude ADUs from density calculations and any like measures that limit residential growth
	 
	 
	For additional information, see “Density and Limits on Residential Growth”
	For additional information, see answer to question 9
	For an example, see Talbot County Code § 190.-33.6(B) 	Comment by Susan Llareus -MDP-: 190-33.6(B)

	A local law cannot require setbacks that exceed existing accessory structure setback requirements
	
	
	For additional information, see “Setbacks for ADUs”
	For additional information, see answer to question 6
	For an example, see Anne Arundel County Code § 18-10-123	Comment by Susan Llareus -MDP-: This example is not straight forward in that it speaks to variances. have you come across another that is more direct.  	Comment by Carter Reitman -MDP-: This is the only ordinance I've found for which the setbacks for ADUs are the same as all accessory structures in every zone.	Comment by Susan Llareus -MDP-: OK


	If a local law requires off-street parking for ADUs, it must provide a waiver process for the parking requirements
	
	
	For additional information, see “Parking Requirements”
	For additional information, see answer to question 12
	N/A

	If a local law requires off-street parking for ADUs, the legislative body creating the local law must first complete a parking study to demonstrate applicable needs and restrictions
	
	
	For additional information, see “Parking Requirements”
	For additional information, see answers to questions 12 and 13
	N/A
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