FINDER Quantum QGIS Custom Project File Guide

This FINDER Quantum QGIS Custom Project File Guide is designed to provide a general overview of
Planning’s QGIS custom project file. More detailed instructions and descriptions of the QGIS software
capabilities are available here: https://docs.qgis.org/3.10/en/docs/index.html .

The map and data layers included in each FINDER Quantum product download are described in the
MdProperty View/FINDER Quantum/FINDER Online User's Guide (MdpUsrl7.pdf), downloadable from
Planning’s Open Data GIS Downloads website:

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurProducts/DownloadFiles.aspx

You can find the zip file under this area of the website:

Current User's Guide for MdProperty View, FINDER Quantum, CAMA, and Sales
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About Maryland’s Open Data Initiative
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FINDER Quantum (originally named FINDER) is now in its nineteenth year with the release of the latest
Edition by the Maryland Department of Planning. Some of the map and data layers included in the FINDER
Quantum product download have been updated as described in the MdProperty View/FINDER
Quantum/FINDER Online User’s Guide (MdpUsr17.pdf).

In August of 2014, for the first time since offering digital maps depicting property maps and parcel data
in 1996, the Maryland Department of Planning launched the distribution of free digital map and data layers
for Maryland's 23 counties and Baltimore City under the State's Open Data Initiative. People interested in
probing the wealth of Planning's parcel geographic information systems (GIS) data can now download the
files at no cost. In addition to increasing user access, this initiative allows organizations to have access to
consistent and uniform parcel based data.

To make data sought after by local governments, planners, developers, real estate professionals,
academicians and others more readily available, Planning released its core property data products,
MdProperty View, FINDER Quantum and FINDER Online, as free products. In addition to making the data
accessible from Planning’s Open Data GIS Downloads website:

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurProducts/DownloadFiles.aspx

Much of this information is now hosted on the State's MD iMAP mapping and GIS data portal.

https://imap.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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What's included in the FINDER Quantum product download?

Map and Data Layers:

The FINDER Quantum product download includes the State’s computerized property (tax) maps; the x,y
linkages (point and polygon) to the Parcel, Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) and Sale datasets;
Parcel, CAMA and Sale data, including monthly Sale data from the Maryland State Department of
Assessments and Taxation via download from Planning’s Open Data GIS Downloads website; reference
grids including a grid for the property (tax) maps, an ADC map book grid, a grid for the Maryland State
Highway Administration (SHA) road, stream and feature maps and a grid for USGS 7.5' Topographical
quad maps.

Some of the other map layers included are SHA road centerlines, SHA color basemap, SHA county and
State boundaries, land use/land cover data, congressional and legislative district boundaries, census data,
ZIP code boundary files, Priority Funding Area (PFA) designations. floodplain boundaries, protected lands
boundaries, watershed data, generalized zoning designations, sewer service area boundaries, high-
resolution color digital-ortho imagery, public water service area boundaries for selected jurisdictions,
National and State Historic Inventory data, and residential Sales and summary files derived from
Assessments Parcel and Sale data.

Free! QGIS Software:

Planning’s FINDER Quantum product uses QGIS software. QGIS is a free user friendly Open Source
Geographic Information System and is licensed under the GNU General Public License. QGIS is an official
project of the Open Source Geospatial Foundation (0SGeo).

Planning’s QGIS Custom Project File (.qgs):

Planning’s custom project file is developed to facilitate interactive search and display of Parcel, Sale and
Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) databases that are spatially referenced to tax (property) maps.

Planning’s QGIS custom project file gives you the ability to perform advanced searches using your own
user-defined criteria, export the results to a shapefile and add your new map layer to the FINDER Quantum
map view area. Users can add additional map and data layers — either those included in the FINDER
Quantum product download or external layers.

The QGIS tools located at the top of the map view area allow you to display, hide and manipulate map
layers and data, and most tools can also be accessed as menu items via the pull-down menus. You can
also display current information about a selected parcel by connecting to the State Department of
Assessments and Taxation Real Property Search website via the Internet.

What Can You Do with Planning’s QGIS Custom Project File?

e Search for a parcel by parcel account humber, street address, owner name or map and parcel number
or perform an advanced search for parcels in a given area or throughout a county or Baltimore City
using your user-defined criteria — for example, all agricultural properties between 5 and 10 acres with
a total value under $250,000;
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e Interact completely with property (tax) maps using the Pan, Zoom In and Zoom Out functions, locate
a parcel on a tax map and add additional map layers included in your county or Baltimore City FINDER
Quantum product download or add external layers supplied by you;

e View and print current parcel information via the Internet using a smart link to the State Department
of Assessments and Taxation Real Property search website, view and print current parcel information
for adjoining properties via the website and print a report showing the detailed Computer Assisted
Mass Appraisal (CAMA) characteristics of dwelling units for residential parcels in your jurisdiction of
interest;

e Print the map view area as displayed on-screen and access two or more tax maps seamlessly at the
edges and view and print individual county tax maps in their entirety;

e View the Sale Database in the map view area;

e Export one, some or all Parcel or Sale Database records to a shapefile and immediately load and use
the exported records as a map layer in FINDER Quantum or export parcels to an ASCII text file,
database or Microsoft Excel spreadsheet for use in other software applications; and

e Set the FINDER Quantum default working folder to your current jurisdiction and save your work so
that you can open a future session with the map layers and the map view area just as you left them
in your previous FINDER Quantum session.

FINDER Quantum uses a hierarchical folder structure that follows logical file naming conventions. The
folder structure includes a root folder at the top that further divides or branches into various subfolders,
and may also contain files. Each subfolder may also contain files and/or further divide or branch into
additional subfolders.

The folder structure is the same for all counties in Maryland with some slight variations. You may substitute
the county of your choice in the following discussion, bearing in mind that there are subtle differences, as
noted below, for some counties and more pronounced differences for Baltimore City because detailed
street maps rather than tax maps are displayed for Baltimore City.

IMPORTANT: In order to speed display performance, you may want to turn off (uncheck) un-needed map
and/or data layers. Turning off the aerial imagery in particular will improve performance.
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