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Sustainable Growth Subcabinet
AGENDA

Virtual Public Meeting

 
Friday, December 20, 2024 

Public Forum: 10:00-11:00 a.m.

Public Comments submitted through registration were distributed to the Subcabinet in advance of the meeting 
Q&A entries during the Zoom Call will be distributed to the Subcabinet for consideration in 2025
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 Welcome – Subcabinet Introductions
 Sustainable Growth Subcabinet Initiatives 

 Annual Report 
 2025 Sustainable Growth Awards

 Agency Initiatives related to Sustainable Growth 
 MDP  
 DHCD 

 Subcabinet Closing Round
 Responses to comments from advance public registration
 Other Agency highlights 

 Adjourn 
 recording of the meeting & presentation will be posted 
 SGSC webpage 

AGENDA

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurEngagement/SGSubcabinet/public-forums.aspx
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Planning Secretary Rebecca Flora, Chair
Housing & Comm. Dev Secretary Jake Day, Vice Chair
Agriculture Secretary Kevin Atticks (Steve Connelly)
Budget & Management Secretary Helene Grady (Alison 

Verba)
Commerce Secretary Kevin Anderson (Jim Palma)
Emergency Management Secretary Russ Strickland 

(Mike Hinson)
Environment Secretary Serena McIlwain (Suzanne 

Dorsey)
General Services Secretary Atif Chaudhry (Wendy Scott-

Napier)
Health Secretary Laura Herrera Scott (Katie Bhide)
Higher Education Secretary Dr. Sanjay Rai (Geoff 

Newman)

Labor Secretary Portia Wu 
Natural Resources Secretary Josh Kurtz 
Transportation Secretary Paul Wiedefeld (Geoff 

Anderson)
Director of Maryland Energy Administration Paul Pinsky 

(Jenn Aiosa)
Assist Sec. of the DHCD Office of 

Neighborhood Revitalization: Carol Gilbert 
Governor’s Deputy COS: Shaina Hernandez (Tunji 

Adenkan) 
National Ctr for Smart Growth at UMD: Dr. Kathryn 

Howell (ex-officio)

(designated alternates) 

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH SUBCABINET MEMBERS
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SGSC INITIATIVES
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 $1,971,832,444 total State funds allocated in FY24
 66% within PFAs (65% - FY23)
 2% outside PFAs; (1% - FY23)
 32% MDOT & MDE not place-specific (34% - FY23)

SGSC ANNUAL REPORT 
FY24 Growth-Related PFA Spending

Program
Total

Projects 
Total 

Funding 
DHCD 310  $      913,003,661 
DGS 33  $        22,089,104 

Commerce 20  $           6,151,785 
MDE 15  $        57,448,308 

MDOT 157  $      973,139,586 
Total 535  $   1,971,832,444 
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GROWTH POLICY 
Priority Funding Areas

https://maryland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=9cdc2630b7d74785b595b1fe77bc883a
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SUBMIT A NOMINATION 
Award Categories 
1. Leadership
2. Project 
3. Policy

Criteria 
1. Advancement of 

the Principles
2. Impact
3. Replicability
4. Collaboration
5. Innovation
6. Endurance
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2025 MARYLAND SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AWARDS – 

 Nominations CLOSE Dec 20, 2024 - extended 
to December 23, 2024 

 SGSC ACTIONS REQUESTED:
 Promote through your agency outlets  
 Recruit Nominees – Leadership, Policy, Projects
 Identify Reviewers for Panel 

 Brochure & Nominations Form 
 Contact Chuck or Maggi with any questions

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurEngagement/Growth-Awards/MD-Growth-Awards-nom-apply.aspx
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AGENCY INITIATIVES - DHCD
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Reinvest Baltimore

12

● Reinvest Baltimore Executive Order. Signed by Governor Moore 
on October 1, 2024, the Executive Order establishes Reinvest 
Baltimore as a coordinated effort to align City, State and private 
partners’ initiatives into a unified approach to address vacant 
properties in Baltimore City.

● Baltimore Vacants Reinvestment Initiative. A new iteration of 
Project CORE that aligns funding to Baltimore City’s vacancy 
elimination strategy to include acquisition of vacant property for 
redevelopment.

● Baltimore Vacants Reinvestment Council. Community, corporate, 
philanthropic and government leaders align and leverage targeted 
investments that move at least 5,000 vacant properties into 
homeownership or other positive outcomes over the next five 
years.

 BVRC meetings are monthly and open to the public.      More info: 
dhcd.maryland.gov/Reinvest-Baltimore

First Baltimore Vacants Reinvestment Council Meeting, November 7, 2024
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AGENCY INITIATIVES – MDP 
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SUSTAINABLE GROWTH IN MARYLAND 
Evolution of the Growth Policy - Amendments 1992 – 2025

Planning Act 1992 AMENDMENT 2000 2009 REVISION & EXPANSION

https://planning.maryland.gov/Documents/OurProducts/Archive/72195/mg02-Procedures-for-State-Project-Review-Under-Planning-Act-1992.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2000rs/bills/hb/hb1206e.pdf
https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/planningvisions.aspx
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Success  
 1,871,462 acres 

preserved as of 
9/4/24

 Prioritized state 
investments & 
resources

 Maryland Protected 
Lands Dashboard 
(MDP – MDA – 
DNR)  

Link to Maryland Protected Lands Dashboard 

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH IN MARYLAND 
Evolution of the Growth Policy - Smart Growth Outcomes

https://maryland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/0f3ffd3350b24b17bd3b8e1705af3df5
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 Land Use
Md. Code, Land Use § 1-201 – Visions
In addition to the requirements of § 3-201(a) and (b) of this article, a planning commission shall implement the 
following visions through the comprehensive plan described in Title 3 of this article:

 Md. Code, State Finance & Procurement 
§ 5-7A-01 – Statement of Policy 

The State Economic Growth, Resource Protection, and Planning Policy is the following:  (same as the Visions 
from §1-201) 

§ 5-7A-02 – Funding of Projects 
Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, with respect to a State public works, transportation, or 
major capital improvement project funded through State or federal funds, the State may not provide State 
funding for the project if the project is not consistent with:(i) the State Economic Growth, Resource Protection, 
and Planning Policy established in § 5-7A-01 of this subtitle; or(ii) the local plan of the jurisdiction in which the 
project is located.

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH IN MARYLAND 
Evolution of the Growth Policy - Code References

https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-maryland/article-land-use/division-i-single-jurisdiction-planning-and-zoning/title-1-definitions-general-provisions/subtitle-2-general-provisions/section-1-201-visions
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-maryland/article-state-finance-and-procurement/division-i-state-finance/title-5-state-planning/subtitle-7a-state-economic-growth-resource-protection-and-planning-policy/section-5-7a-01-statement-of-policy
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-maryland/article-state-finance-and-procurement/division-i-state-finance/title-5-state-planning/subtitle-7a-state-economic-growth-resource-protection-and-planning-policy/section-5-7a-02-funding-of-projects


PLANNING.MARYLAND.GOV
Wes Moore – Governor | Aruna Miller – Lt. Governor | Rebecca Flora, AICP - 

Secretary

 Adapted Existing Vision Statements: consolidated, 
reframed, filled gaps (equity & resilience)

 Name Change: “Visions” to Planning “Principles”, a 
more common language used in the field of planning 
for this policy purpose. Align with Subcabinet 2024 
amendment from Smart to Sustainable.

 Identified Priority Topic Areas: identified those 
topics that are directly related to land use and 
growth policy

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH IN MARYLAND 
SG Policy & Planning Principles: What has been updated? 
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MARYLAND’S 
SUSTAINABLE 
GROWTH POLICY & 
PLANNING 
PRINCIPLES (SGP3) 

EQUIT

RESILIANCE

Next Steps:
• Planning Director Roundtables 
• Implementation Guide 

Development
• Sustainable Growth Network
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CLOSING ROUND
Agency Responses to Advance Public Comments & Updates 
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Planning Secretary Rebecca Flora, Chair
Housing & Comm. Dev Secretary Jake Day, Vice Chair
Agriculture Secretary Kevin Atticks (Steve Connelly)
Budget & Management Secretary Helene Grady (Alison 

Verba)
Commerce Secretary Kevin Anderson (Jim Palma)
Emergency Management Secretary Russ Strickland 

(Mike Hinson)
Environment Secretary Serena McIlwain (Suzanne 

Dorsey)
General Services Secretary Atif Chaudhry (Wendy Scott-

Napier)
Health Secretary Laura Herrera Scott (Katie Bhide)
Higher Education Secretary Dr. Sanjay Rai (Geoff 

Newman)

Labor Secretary Portia Wu 
Natural Resources Secretary Josh Kurtz 
Transportation Secretary Paul Wiedefeld (Geoff 

Anderson)
Director of Maryland Energy Administration Paul Pinsky 

(Jenn Aiosa)
Assist Sec. of the DHCD Office of 

Neighborhood Revitalization: Carol Gilbert 
Governor’s Deputy COS: Shaina Hernandez (Tunji 

Adenkan) 
National Ctr for Smart Growth at UMD: Dr. Kathryn 

Howell (ex-officio)

(designated alternates) 

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH SUBCABINET MEMBERS
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Smart Growth Subcabinet Webpage for More Information and Updates 
Recording of Today’s meeting slides will be available by December 23, 2024

Thank you! 

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurEngagement/SGSubcabinet/smart-growth-subcabinet.aspx
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