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Technical 
Assistance 

and 
Resources

• Regional Planning Program
• State Data Center
• Census
• Technical Assistance and State Designations
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Education 
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Coordination
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State Data Center



Planning.Maryland.gov

Data resources (e.g., 
geographic information 
systems (GIS) and databases) 
maintained by state agencies 
and local governments using 
 Maryland’s Open Data Portal 
 Maryland iMap infrastructure

DIGITAL RESOURCE CENTER

Virtual library of state and local plans and related 
planning resources



Reinvest Maryland



Fulfill the Vision: Overcoming 
Barriers to Infill and Adaptive 
Reuse 

MDP-Local Assistance and Training Division
Victoria Olivier



Enterprise Zones





Maryland Planning Commissioners 
Association Conference

Laurel Passera, Policy Director 



WHO ARE WE

The Coalition for Community Solar Access is a national Coalition of businesses and non-profits 
working to expand customer choice and access to solar for all American households and 
businesses through community solar. 

Our Mission
Empower every American energy consumer with the option to 
choose local, clean, and affordable community solar. We work 
with customers, utilities, local stakeholders, and policymakers 
to develop and implement policies and best practices that 
ensure community solar programs provide a win, win for all, 
starting with the customer.



HOW COMMUNITY SOLAR WORKS
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WHY COMMUNITY SOLAR?
IT’S EASY AND FELXIBLE: Customers choose how much they want, and when they want it
• Community solar allows individuals to choose how much solar energy they receive.
• It provides individuals the ability to make the decision to access solar energy, even if their utility isn’t supportive.

PROVIDES ACCESS TO CLEAN ENERGY ALL CUSTOMERS
• Onsite solar isn’t an option for a lot of people or businesses. Community solar expands that ability to choose solar 

to anyone or organization with an electric bill.
• Underserved communities often bare the brunt of the least reliable and highest polluting parts of the electricity 

system. Community solar enables these communities to make the choice to go solar themselves.

BENEFITS THE GRID AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
• Centrally planned, economies of scale over onsite, and distribution benefits of DERs = good for customers and 

utilities
• Zero fuel cost and zero emissions

PROVIDES LOCAL ECONOMIC BENEFITS
• Individual subscribers save money on their electricity bills.
• Projects spur private investment in the local economy.
• Projects generate ongoing tax revenue.



NREL    |    14

Maryland CSEGS Pilot Program at a Glance

• Initially a 3-year pilot program, extended through legislation in 2019 
to add an additional 4 years, until 2024

• Projects may be up to 2 MW in size; first 3 years will allocate up to 

~196 MW. Additional capacity, TBD.

• At least 2 participants per project; participants taking 200 kW may 
not make up more than 60% of a project’s subscriptions

• 3 categories of projects: Open, Small/Brownfield/Other and 
Low-to-Moderate Income 

• Subscribers receive full retail rate for their share of the project’s 
generation



THANK YOU!
LAURELP@COMMUNITYSOLARACCESS.ORG

mailto:Jeff@communitysolaraccess.org
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