
Kalamazoo’s 
Transportation 
Journey
Rebekah Kik, Asst. City Mgr.
City of Kalamazoo 
(architect, planner, invisible disability advocate 
& avid bike rider)

Dustin Black, Advocate for Local Change
(also happens to work as a transportation 
engineer at the Michigan DOT)



Where it all started… architecture school. 
• 2013 Come back to Kalamazoo to be with 

family; No car for over 6 years.

• I was away… working with transportation 

engineers and planners for 6 years… I drew the 

pretty pictures.

• City Planner for Kalamazoo, MI in 2014 – after 

working as a consultant on a 4-lane to 3 lane 

road diet project.

• Desire to reach out to people who did  not 

have transportation choices; Met an 

incredible group of change agents.
The picture shows Rebekah on Portage St. in 
Kalamazoo with walkability guru Dan Burden, a dear 
colleague who mentored Rebekah early in her career.



Dustin Black
blackd@michigan.gov
@EngineerDustin

Dustin Black with his electric cargo bike. Dustin is not 
a ‘cyclist’ but has rather made the intentional 
decision to pursue active transportation as a viable 
outcome of the road design process.

mailto:blackd@michigan.gov




A small community collective that exists 
to make walking, biking, and transit the 
easy choice for everyday transportation.



A New Vision
IK 2025 



Foundation for Excellence



Plans can come true…



Network Strategies
Utilizing all of our streets for 
ALL of our users.

• MDOT street transfer
• Expanding non-motorized
• Local street paving crew



Consistent Annual Investments 
in infrastructure improvements:
• Sidewalks
• Bike Lanes
• Bus Stops
• Traffic Calming interventions
• Pilot projects to improve 

bike/pedestrian connections









Increasing A Variety Of 
Housing Types Near The 

Neighborhood Core 

• Senior housing
• Accessible housing partnerships
• Multi-family

• Smaller and urban centered – 4 to 
12 unit

• Single family (attached and detached)
• Duplex, triplex, row houses



What’s Next… into 2035…
Welcoming and Accessible partner engagement 
projects:
• Discover Kalamazoo

• Accessible Traveler Grant 
• Disability Network

• Advisory Staff
• Metro Transit

• Accessible Bus Stop Investments 
• Over 8 years of investments and 

improvements 
• Outfront & NAACP organizations

• Welcoming and belonging in Kalamazoo
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