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QUALITY OF LIFE

Cultural and Historical Attractions

Transportation

Housing

Schools

Economy and Jobs

Open Space and a Clean Environment
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AFFECTING POSITIVE CHANGE

The Work of Federal or State Government

Business Investment

Organizational Action

Individual Citizen Action

The Work of Local Government
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SDP SHOULD ADDRESS

Rural/Agriculture

Housing and Community Development

Public Health and Safety

Education

Land Use and Growth

Transportation

Economic Development and Revitalization

Environment
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SDP STRATEGIES

Enhanced technical assistance and information

Reduction of state involvement in local issues

Regulations and policies affecting local planning

Greater collaboration

Funding to support local initiatives
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INTERJURISDICTIONAL ISSUES

Something Else

Parks

Land Preservation

Schools

Environmental Protection

Transportation
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LISTENING SESSIONS
17 of 24 jurisdictional meeting notes posted on website 

Mapping 
Assets in 
Garrett 
County

Recording Staff Comments in 
Baltimore City

Explaining the 
Project in 
Queen Anne’s 
County
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ONLINE LISTENING SESSIONS (MAY 30)

2 and 7 PM

Big crowd on hand 
for Prince George’s 
Listening Session
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Topic County Region Comment Made
Lead 
Agency

Community Allegany County Western Maryland The rich history of the county is one of its greatest strengths. MDP

Concern over Growth 
Tier Map 
Requirements Allegany County Western Maryland

Allegany County is pursuing a Tier IV Exemption and requested Maryland Department 
of Planning’s assistance to complete process.  The LaVale zoning district has been 
amended, so they would l ike to restart the Tier IV exemption application process. MDP

Concern over Growth 
Tier Map 
Requirements Allegany County Western Maryland Only 20 new housing building permits were issued in the county last year. MDP
Concerns Over 
Previous Mandates Allegany County Western Maryland

The PFA process needs to be far more flexible and scalable to the development 
conditions, especially in rural and slow growth areas of the state. MDP

Economic 
Development Allegany County Western Maryland

The county recently revised the LaVale zoning regulations to accommodate the market 
needs of national chain stores and it helped change business attitudes and interest in 
developing in the area. MDP

Funding Allegany County Western Maryland
Allegany County is investing in development so far from the County’s central area. 
 Why?  What is the County’s top priority? MDP

Housing Allegany County Western Maryland
There is also a problem with absentee landlords.  Lawns are not getting cut and you 
cannot identify the property owner. MDP

Mapping Support and 
Data Allegany County Western Maryland

There is a need to work with the state in updating the parcel maps.  There are some 
problems with the versions of the parcel level digital maps. But, there are also 
opportunities to collaborate and share data. MDP

Regionalism and 
Regional Planning Allegany County Western Maryland

The PFA process needs to be far more flexible and scalable to the development 
conditions, especially in rural and slow growth areas of the state. MDP

State Agencies Allegany County Western Maryland

There are also problems getting permits approved from state agencies, such as getting 
permission from the Maryland Historic Trust to paint columns on a Historic County 
building (Allegany County Library). MDP

Communication Baltimore City Central Maryland

Need to think about how to get information about A Better Maryland to all  members of 
the public. Baltimore staff and Planning Commissioners want to stay tuned into what 
is happening MDP

Demographics Baltimore City Central Maryland

Baltimore wants to partner with the Maryland Department of Planning on the 2020 
Census to make sure the City gets a complete count (reiterated a couple times)
     Given reduced federal funding, Baltimore wants to help engage the hard to reach 
populations 
     The Census is very important to the City, and there is a concern that Baltimore will  
not be fully counted and result in not getting its fair share of funding
     To the extent possible, put some focus on equity as part of the Census outreach 
preparation process MDP

Mapping Support and 
Data Baltimore City Central Maryland

The Baltimore Metropolitan Council  has a monthly permitting reporting service that is 
very helpful and unique in Maryland. Perhaps this is something the State could 
replicate elsewhere MDP

TOPIC DATABASE


Complete List

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The rich history of the county is one of its greatest strengths.		MDP

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Cumberland has lost 50% of its population since the 1950s.		All

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County has safe single-family detached neighborhoods:
But, there is still a need for affordable housing and the diversity of the housing options can be improved.		DHCD

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County needs to determine “who we are, and what is our vision?  Cumberland also needs to determine what it wants to be in the postindustrial era.		All

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The City of Frostburg has a very good working relationship with Frostburg State University.  They have established good communications and are closely coordinating public services and sharing resources.		MHEC

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Over the past 24 months, the City of Frostburg has seen 21 new or modified businesses locate in the City.		Commerce

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The people of Allegany County support their community and maintain strong community partnerships.		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Individual citizens are still the most influential in making a positive change.		All

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is pursuing a Tier IV Exemption and requested Maryland Department of Planning’s assistance to complete process.  The LaVale zoning district has been amended, so they would like to restart the Tier IV exemption application process.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Only 20 new housing building permits were issued in the county last year.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		One size does not fit all.  We should not apply the same laws to declining population areas like Allegany County, as compared to growing areas in the center of the state.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Stormwater management requirements are a problem for small businesses, especially given the topography and rocky terrain of Allegany County.  A new pharmacy had to build its stormwater system to accommodate the storm runoff coming from the State highway.  This makes it nearly impossible to attract new development.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There needs to be an easy State regulation waiver policy for areas like Allegany County.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The PFA process needs to be far more flexible and scalable to the development conditions, especially in rural and slow growth areas of the state.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County requested a waiver from the State’s MS4 Permit requirements due to its combined stormwater and sanitary sewer systems.  MDE said it would consider this request.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is concerned about the “Accounting for Growth” policy and its impact on the county, given its low growth rate.  They are concerned this policy will discourage growth.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Regulations in Maryland are counter-productive and just push development into West Virginia.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The State needs to not be a hindrance to promoting economic development.  Something is better than nothing. We want to be responsible, but growth needs to be a priority.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Recreation and tourism are two of our economic development strengths.		DNR

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Economic stagnation is a concern.  It’s a multifaceted issue involving the need for improved city/county communication.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The economy and jobs drive everything else in the county.  Without a strong economy, you don’t have the resources to address all the other important quality of life factors.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Economic development and revitalization is most important issue to be addressed in the State Development Plan:
 Focus on supporting existing communities and investing in aging infrastructure.
 About 25% of growth is not in correct places, and needs to be more accountable to furthering the local vision.		All

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There are competing economic development policies between the county and the towns.		All

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Regulations are killing development opportunities in the county.		All

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The county recently revised the LaVale zoning regulations to accommodate the market needs of national chain stores and it helped change business attitudes and interest in developing in the area.		MDP

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is strategically located mid-way along I-68 corridor.  The county is doing an I-68 Target Industry study to examine redevelopment potential along the interchanges of I-68.  They are looking at issues such as visibility and access, and want to re-purpose some of the interchanges to promote redevelopment and attract new commercial businesses – such as hotels and restaurants.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The County has a well-developed fairgrounds activity program that is nearly year-round.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Access to broadband is very important concern in Allegany County, as it is in other rural parts of the state.  It is difficult to get information about whether a place can get access to broadband.  Maryland does have a project to get broadband service to all the industrial parks in Western Maryland.  But, outside of those parks, getting the “last mile” connection of broadband is difficult.  Internet service providers are not interested in providing the service to rural areas at a reasonable cost.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The Greater Cumberland Regional Airport is major economic resource and great opportunity to attract new businesses and good paying jobs, even though the regional airport is just across the border in West Virginia.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Maryland’s corporate tax rate when compared to West Virginia’s tax rate makes it difficult to attract new businesses.  All they do is locate right over the state line and take advantage of Maryland’s amenities and quality of life.		All

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Frostburg State University has a huge economic impact on the region, estimated to be annually $173 million across Maryland and $121 million in Allegany County alone, based on a 2013 study.  Now that impact is closer to $180 million.		MHEC

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Funding for local initiatives is the top priority strategy (with business investment the 2nd highest) to implement the State Development Plan.		DHCD

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is investing in development so far from the County’s central area.  Why?  What is the County’s top priority?		MDP

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Need to get back the Highway User Revenue levels back to pre-recession levels.		MDOT

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Need to revisit MDE’s funding percentages for water/sewer projects.  The level of local funding has gone up and needs to be reconsidered, particularly for rural and slower growing parts of the state.		MDE

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		For Frostburg, funding of infrastructure is always a challenge, but they have worked together with the university and small businesses to get streetscape improvements.		DHCD

		General		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Assets
 The Great Allegheny Passage Trail 
 Frostburg State University
 I-68		All

		General		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Challenges:
 Declining population
 Finding skilled labor force
 Need to overcome antagonism between the County and Cumberland
 Aging Infrastructure
 Limited transportation options		All

		General		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Things at State level have gotten better in recent years.  More access to State agencies, and agencies are much more responsive to local requests.		All

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Workforce housing is needed.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Housing is still expensive in Allegany County.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Loss of quality housing is a problem and there is an increase of blighted units.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Approximately 300 homes have been taken out of the floodplain through demolition.  		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is a concern about deteriorated housing in Cumberland and its impact on the gateways to the community.  We need to address this problem.  		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		West Virginia College of Law is doing a windshield survey of blighted properties to help address the blight problem in Cumberland.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is also a problem with absentee landlords.  Lawns are not getting cut and you cannot identify the property owner.		MDP

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is a loss of affordable units because the units are not being maintained and falling into disrepair and uninhabitable.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Many of the Cumberland residential lots are very narrow; often needing several adjacent lots to encourage redevelopment.		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany’s infrastructure was originally designed and built to accommodate a larger community.  Now, they have a declining population and have challenges maintaining their infrastructure.  They are only using 50% of their water and sewer capacity.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Aging water/sewer infrastructure is a problem, but until development comes we don’t have the funding to pay for the needed improvements, and without improved infrastructure we cannot attract the development.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Allegany County		Western Maryland		85% of the people in the county are served by public water and sewer.  There is need to get as many customers on the system as possible to help share the cost of the system.		MDE

		Mapping Support and Data		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is a need to work with the state in updating the parcel maps.  There are some problems with the versions of the parcel level digital maps. But, there are also opportunities to collaborate and share data.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Allegany County		Western Maryland		West Virginia and Pennsylvania are competing to attract development with Allegany County.  But, people and businesses in WV and PA are coming to Cumberland and Allegany County to take advantage of our cultural amenities.		Commerce

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There are occasional development priority conflicts between Allegany County and Cumberland, which results in competition that does not benefit either one.		Commerce

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should address how to improve collaboration between local jurisdictions and how it can help implement both state and local plans.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should recognize regional differences throughout the state.  Declining and negative growth parts of the state should have different standards than growing areas.  Meeting the same standards in Allegany County is hindering economic development, and we cannot compete on even playing field with Pennsylvania and West Virginia that don’t have to meet these requirements.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Stormwater management requirements are a problem for small businesses, especially given the topography and rocky terrain of Allegany County.  A new pharmacy had to build its stormwater system to accommodate the storm runoff coming from the State highway.  This makes it nearly impossible to attract new development.		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There needs to be an easy State regulation waiver policy for areas like Allegany County.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The PFA process needs to be far more flexible and scalable to the development conditions, especially in rural and slow growth areas of the state.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County requested a waiver from the State’s MS4 Permit requirements due to its combined stormwater and sanitary sewer systems.  MDE said it would consider this request.		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is concerned about the “Accounting for Growth” policy and its impact on the county, given its low growth rate.  They are concerned this policy will discourage growth.		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Regulations in Maryland are counter-productive and just push development into West Virginia.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The State needs to not be a hindrance to promoting economic development.  Something is better than nothing. We want to be responsible, but growth needs to be a priority.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The strategic location of Allegany County is both a strength and weakness.  It’s centrally located and proximate to major urban centers in Maryland, Pennsylvania and West Virginia, but the county must compete with the less regulated states of PA and WV.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County supports the concept of more regional planning approach, recognizing the influences that West Virginia and Pennsylvania have on its economy. 		Commerce

		State Agencies		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Rural counties like Allegany have a significant amount of its land tied up in state parks, which means no tax dollars.		DNR

		State Agencies		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There are also problems getting permits approved from state agencies, such as getting permission from the Maryland Historic Trust to paint columns on a Historic County building (Allegany County Library).		MDP

		Training and Education		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Employment opportunities are a challenge:
 There is a lack of quality jobs and work force.
 Work force lacks the needed education for the 21st century jobs that might come to Allegany County.		DLLR

		Training and Education		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Educating the populous is important for new opportunities.		DLLR

		Training and Education		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is an interest in providing more education to local elected and appointed officials on how to provide good government services, i.e. budgeting and capital improvements planning.  Elected and appointed officials are often not well equipped to do the administration of local government and can benefit from more training. 		All

		Transportation		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Improved access to industrial park sites is important.		MDOT

		Transportation		Allegany County		Western Maryland		I-68 is great for easy-west movements, but there needs to be improvements to the north-south routes like US 219 and US 220.		MDOT

		Youth		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Need to rebuild the local population with more young professionals.  The County has an opportunity scholarship that helps to attract and retain young professionals.		All

		Youth		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The County is losing its college-age population.  When they go away to school they don’t come back, and we are not able to retain the young professionals coming out of FSU.		MHEC

		Communication		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Need to think about how to get information about A Better Maryland to all members of the public. Baltimore staff and Planning Commissioners want to stay tuned into what is happening 		MDP

		Communication		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Respectful and clear discourse between City and State officials is often lacking
     Baltimoreans are Marylanders and want to be respected		All

		Communication		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The City is a great place to live and work and State government should say good things about the City 		Commerce

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Project CORE partnership is very promising, and serves as a good example of how state and local governments can work together
     Needs to be maintained over time
     Decades of reinvestment is needed to make up the ground from decades of previous disinvestment
     City is tying its Green Network to the CORE dollars
     What happens after demolition?
     Need to establish a sustained investment amount that focuses on neighborhoods, not just projects		DHCD

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore is urban, but perhaps not dense enough to support the kind of growth and amenities it needs 		DHCD

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		City is a constellation of neighborhoods
     A completed transit network could tie the City back together again
     Connect everyone together for the common good		MDOT

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Local government investments have started to pay dividends in streetscaping and schools
     City government is the mechanism to make things happen 		DHCD

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		State should give City back control of the BCPD		DHCD

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Citizens who express their voice by going to meetings and engaging in their own communities can also help raise the voter turnout		All

		Demographics		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore wants to partner with the Maryland Department of Planning on the 2020 Census to make sure the City gets a complete count (reiterated a couple times)
     Given reduced federal funding, Baltimore wants to help engage the hard to reach populations 
     The Census is very important to the City, and there is a concern that Baltimore will not be fully counted and result in not getting its fair share of funding
     To the extent possible, put some focus on equity as part of the Census outreach preparation process		MDP

		Economic Development		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore has historically been the economic driver of the state, and its residents are part of the success of the State		Commerce

		Economic Development		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Interested in prosperity and inclusiveness for everyone, so all boats rise		Commerce

		Economic Development		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Thousands of City vendors are in non-compliance with hiring practice law. Even those receiving City money. When contracting with the City, the City should use E-Verify so that undocumented residents are not hired as low wage workers		DBM

		Funding		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Small community development corporations can access capital, but not operating, funding. Need to develop an operating funding source at State level 		DHCD

		Funding		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Local governments must be nimble and know what is happening on the ground. Because of this, the State should funnel services and funding through locals 		All

		Funding		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		State should allow greater flexibility for the use of infrastructure funding in exchange for greater accountability 		DBM

		Funding		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Resource allocation is an equity issue		DBM

		General		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The State should incorporate the Reinvest Maryland document into A Better Maryland, and it should get a significant focus		All

		General		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		New office of African American male engagement, recently formed by Mayor Pugh, is a positive and promising step
     State could serve a leadership role in this 		All

		General		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should address best practices 		All

		General		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Assets
     Diversity and the strength of different perspectives
     Hope for change		All

		General		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Challenge
     West Baltimore feels abandoned and forgotten
     Drug problem
     Isolation
     Poor transportation system
     Poor performing schools		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Affordable housing is a priority issue for Baltimore residents		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Money intended for Amazon could better go to housing and community development issues		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) should provide more low-income tax credits to make City housing more competitive		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		People who have been living in their homes for years can’t get homeowners insurance policy, while owners of newly rehabbed houses can. There is a need for assistance to expand access to homeowner’s insurance		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore is open for business, but its aging infrastructure is a hindrance (reiterated many times)
     Mayor Pugh is pro-business
     The State can help and provide guidance in this area
     This is an excellent way for the State to invest in Baltimore, and it will make money for the State down the road		DBM

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The State should look at Baltimore’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and factor that into its infrastructure funding decision making process		DBM

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Jacobs Report and the 21st Century Buildings for Our Kids program focus on the need for capital funding to replace deteriorated schools, but there is also an ongoing need to maintain all the existing school facilities that cannot be forgotten, to avoid perpetuating the problem of deteriorated school buildings		DGS

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		In addition to transportation, water/sewer service and school construction can’t be solved neighborhood by neighborhood or jurisdiction by jurisdiction. There must be an integrated and coordinated effort		MDE

		Mapping Support and Data		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Baltimore Metropolitan Council has a monthly permitting reporting service that is very helpful and unique in Maryland. Perhaps this is something the State could replicate elsewhere		MDP

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should be viewed and completed through an equity lens. Such an equity lens could be described as a best practice in the final product (reiterated multiple times)		All

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Baltimore Sustainability Plan, conducted using an equity lens, will be completed in Spring 2018		All

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore does not have a true comprehensive plan
     Might not have the resources for one
     The City could use some help with its larger comprehensive planning. There are a lot of small neighborhood studies, however a bigger more regional plan is needed to knit the neighborhood plans together. For example, individual neighborhood plans won’t transform West Baltimore		MDP

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The redevelopment of State Center presents a great opportunity for both the State and the City 
     Thousands of Baltimore residents are very discouraged and frustrated by the lack of progress on this project
     Could lead to a $1.5 billion TOD investment in the heart of the City
     Plan had unprecedented community benefits package		Commerce

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Coppin Heights, Walbrook area needs reinvestment		DHCD

		Public Services		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning could help Baltimore with the Interagency Committee on School Construction (IAC) and put in a good word		MDP

		Public Services		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Schools are very important
     An educated citizen can make better choices		All

		Public Services		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		For those city residents who do not have the luxury to choose where they live, school quality is perhaps the biggest inequity they must face		All

		State Agencies		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Make sure to include the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) in A Better Maryland		DHCD

		State Agencies		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The State administration doesn’t have the best track record on Smart growth. It took money away from dense Transit Oriented Developments and put it toward more roads		MDOT

		State Agencies		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		State agencies must talk to each other about transportation		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Transportation ties into everything in Baltimore. It is not a standalone topic
     Investment would be a great equalizer		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should focus on transportation and evaluate how resources can best be used to address urban centers
     Only the State can afford to pay for it 
     Transportation systems do not stop at the City line		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Disadvantaged West Baltimore was disappointed that the Red Line project ended. It had a lot to offer that area (reiterated many times)
     The Red Line should be revisited 
     Many residents are upset with State administration for cancelling it
     It would have regional benefits, not just those for Baltimore		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The City is in a crisis regarding its transportation system
     No Metro (at time of meeting). The State’s response to documented hazards in the metro system two years ago was inadequate 
     City Link is a move in the right direction, but inadequate. Same with bus GPS
     Speeding is another big problem in residential neighborhoods 		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Transit system is extremely important to Baltimore
     Many City residents do not have cars
     City needs support from the State on this
     A major City like Baltimore must have better transit
     Transit should take priority over cars
     The City struggles using transit to maximize number of people with the density in Baltimore
     But is Baltimore a strong enough city to support the density needed for a successful Red Line?
     State should focus on policies that incentivize Transit Oriented Development (TOD) around existing nodes		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Transit Equity
     Need to engage populations most directly affected by transit issues
     Equity is a must, including fairness, access to resources, and impact on lower income communities
     The Baltimore Transit Equity Coalition is placing emphasis on equity studies for transportation projects. The studies should analyze who gets the benefit, who gets impacted, racial impact, and environmental impact 		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Commute times on transit need to be reduced to under 45 minutes
     Engage underserved populations from the beginning, such as Historically Black Universities and Colleges
     Transit trip from Mt. Vernon to Morgan State University is unnecessarily long. Many students end up taking Lyft instead 		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning should talk to the Baltimore Department of Transportation. They need help with roads and additional state funding 
     This funding is critical for the City. Even if the Maryland Department of Planning does not fund projects, it should still try to influence the State CIP		MDP

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The North Avenue Rising project needs to be prioritized (reiterated multiple times)
     The current proposed improvements are only patchwork
     Baltimore should establish the vision, and then the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) should support it
       Communities and businesses need opportunity to provide input
     The $27 million investment is insufficient to address a five mile stretch of such a major corridor
     Need to prioritize North Avenue, just like the City did for five blocks of Charles Street		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Cars present a significant barrier to the viability of Baltimore’s neighborhoods
     The northeast corridor of the City, Harford Road – Belair Road is overrun with traffic coming from outside the area and this is stifling community reinvestment
     The City will spend as much money maintaining Interstate 83 over the next few years at it would spend dismantling it. I-83 should be removed because it divides the City into different parts
     We need to look at how land use is affected by car congestion, with zoning and development not reaching their full potential
     We are seeing more and more pedestrian and bicycle accidents because of traffic and speeding cars		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The emissions standards of all new fleet vehicles must be considered during purchasing process. The City has a big asthma problem, and these vehicles have harmful particulate emissions. MTA stopped purchasing hybrid vehicles		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The City provided MTA with suggestions for Baltimore Link, but it was disregarded. We hope that you will listen to us this time		MDOT

		Youth		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Poor children in the poorest neighborhoods get the worst schools. This is a matter of equity
     They should benefit from a quality education 		All

		Community		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Residents here choose to live in the rural environment.
Open space keeps people here.
		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Community organizations are a big driver of positive change in Caroline

Examples such as Shore Rivers and Eastern Shore Land Conservancy
		DHCD

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Renewable energy decisions, such as the Renewable Portfolio Standard, are all made at the State level. Concerned about Public Service Commission (PSC).		MEA

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Worried that legislation that County put in place to cap the number of acres dedicated to renewable energy production will be overridden by State PSC.
Dispersed energy generation may be a conflict over the next few years.
We want to do our own local planning on this and other issues.
For example, the Public Service Commission will deny one of our local plans, but then won’t offer any help to fix it.

		MEA

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		No unfunded mandates.		All

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Ordinances and regulations can impede families from moving to the County, which impacts the recruitment of teachers and other professionals.		All

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is the County’s number 1 employer.
Ties into the beauty and community feel and provides open spaces.
Once ag land turns into subdivisions, it is lost.

		MDA

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The State allowed a manufacturing company to move to Delaware, which resulted in the loss of 50 jobs, in Federalsburg. Conducted no outreach to the company encouraging them to stay.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		We want jobs, but not at any cost (this was reiterated many times)		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Too many empty buildings in the County.		DHCD

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Encourage tourism of local history, beauty, and outdoor activities.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The population of the Eastern Shore has grown, but the economy hasn’t grown to match it.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		People can't afford to live on the Western Shore, and they can't find good a job on the Eastern Shore.		DHCD

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Government and private Investment in our Eastern Shore farms is needed.		MDA

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Create tax-free zones in and around our small towns with empty and unused warehouses. Make them available to businesses compatible for safe and pollution-free industries. Give land, in and around towns, a break from taxes so that they can invest in their infrastructure while utilizing empty stores. Bring back taxes after it is shown that these new businesses are budding enough to afford to invest back in the towns but make these new taxes fair.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Expand the Salisbury Airport to accommodate international flights.		MDOT

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Cambridge needs a deep water international harbor large enough to compete on a smaller scale with Norfolk and Baltimore.		MDOT

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Critical areas have expanded by 300 acres in Caroline. 
Most of the County’s Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) receiving areas are in Critical Area.
 
Areas where they would like to put residential uses.
		DNR

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Reduce inputs to Choptank River. 		MDE

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concern over powerplant project.

Don’t want pipeline and pollution.
 
Where is the pipeline spur going to go?
		DNR

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concerned with the Conowingo Dam improvements and bay restorations.		MDE

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Support the moratorium on fracking.		MDE

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Oysters help filter the bay.		DNR

		Funding		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Funding for software, such as Geographic Information Systems and permits, is needed. Lack of local funding for this is a barrier
Or adjusting the state contract with software provider to allow for local licenses
		DBM

		Funding		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should address increased funding.		All

		General		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Code enforcers are hard to find and hire. County could use help with this.

Perhaps a training program for code enforcers.

		MDE

		General		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		It means a lot to Caroline County when representatives of the State visit.		All

		General		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		
The only way to keep the Eastern Shore of Maryland secure for human habitation in the future is to ensure that it remains relevant to the Western Shore. Treated like an island, Eastern Shore towns and farms will die a slow and painful death.

		All

		General		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assets
County Commissioners and Education Board collaborate regularly
For example, the Education Board gave money back to the County a few years ago when it was struggling
Natural beauty and resources
Outdoor activities
Low growth, small town feel
Quaint, tree lined streets
Small businesses
Great parks

		All

		General		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Challenges

High local tax rate

Lack of local jobs, many have been lost

Diversifying the tax base

Empty business parks

Powerplant project
		All

		Housing		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Foreclosed homes are hard to do anything with. Can’t make the finances work on them. Banks are making improvements to properties.		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Caroline County is carrying the burden on running the Greensboro sewer line northward to the other small municipalities (This was strongly stated in both the staff and officials’ sessions)
It is moving so slowly and they could use some help accelerating the lines
 
Do this and Caroline will listen to Smart Growth
 
We are going to have to dig up the same holes again to connect to new sewer line.
		MDE

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		School construction
Every 5 years the County faces a $40,000,000 school construction project.
 
Wage rates, however, are set based on standards from across the bridge.
 
The Interagency Committee on School Construction (IAC) process and formulas should account for regional differences.

Large influx of student growth moved to Preston for good school.
		MDP

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need Broadband or County is going to be left behind. 		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		We need to invest in our farms for building wind and solar power.		MEA

		Mapping Support and Data		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Locals need assistance accessing and using data.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Funding needed for permit/GIS software.  County can’t do what they need/want to do for analytical purposes.  ESRI licenses are extra for add-ons.  Consider piggy-backing on State license.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		State as facilitator
Could help facilitate conversations and issues between Counties and Towns
 
Model APFO ordinances for schools that would help with Town and County planning
 
Model ordinances for medical marijuana, solar, etc.
 
Good to have additional person at the table
 
Should have uniform plans for all municipalities, so plans do not conflict
 		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		State as facilitator
Could help facilitate conversations and issues between Counties and Towns.
Model APFO ordinances for schools that would help with Town and County planning.
Model ordinances for medical marijuana, solar, etc.
Good to have additional person at the table.
Should have uniform plans for all municipalities, so plans do not conflict.

		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Regional and inter-county transportation issues should be addressed.
Conflicting driver’s license requirements.

DCT bus won’t take passengers to destinations in Denton.
		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Pollution from New York and Pennsylvania a problem.		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Coordinate crabbing industry and regulations with Virginia		DNR

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland

Should incorporate the top projects/objectives/actions from local comp plans.

Regional impact of issues

Longer term view

Meta-analysis is under the State purview

Bring in examples from other places and best practices

Guidance on agri-hoods
		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Water and sewer planning
 
Ridgely issue

County is still paying for the Ridgely Wastewater Treatment Plant, which was constructed based on what the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) told them to build. Now MDE is telling them it is obsolete.
		MDE

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County collects no impact fees on multifamily housing built in the Towns.

Maintenance of effort increasing many $100,000’s this year.
		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Caroline County Planning Department is one of the best and has been very proactive and responsive on issues ranging from mining to solar uses.		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Prefer controlled growth of the Outer Banks to what happened in Ocean City.		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		
Compromise must occur between tradition and growth, between the interests of farmers, hunters, history buffs, and ecology protection.
 		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a local desire to open up and reconsider Priority Funding Areas (PFAs) for rural areas.
Do they still make sense for our towns? Do existing PFAs still qualify?
Perhaps new considerations for what constitutes a PFA are needed, especially with nutrient load requirements, TMDL goals, septic tanks, or if considering public health and safety.
		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to look at regional implications of planning decisions and issues.		MDP

		State Agencies		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need for more teamwork and collaboration at the state and local level
Sometimes the Maryland Historical Trust has been an obstacle
Need to get all State agencies on the same page

		MDP

		State Agencies		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Significant amount of inefficiencies

Model ordinances would be very helpful, or even just templates.
The current back and forth between state and localities is convoluted and inefficient
Examples
Surface mining, wind power, medical marijuana

		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Department of Housing and Community Development’s Circuit Rider Programs should be expanded
 
Town Manager
 
Big learning curve with a small town, and with the high turnover of a short-term position, the circuit rider is always learning
 
Lack of continuity is a problem
Small-town planner

10 municipalities in Caroline County less than 200 in population

The program helps both the municipalities and the County

Towns want to do good planning, don’t want to be taken advantage of by developers

Only a 2-year grant

Hard to recruit and hold on to people in such a short-term position
and takes time for planner to build trust/longevity.

		DHCD

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Help with aligning goals and objectives with available funding sources
Look at TMDL issues, water and sewer planning, septic
 
No tax base for Comprehensive plans
 
Statewide Navigator position to help sorting through various State agency requirements and programs
 
Sustainable Communities designations and action plans
		All

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need for a state directory of contact and other information where a locality would start when pursuing funding or other assistance		All

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assistance with broadband expansion, specifically small cell wireless technology

Don’t want the digital divide to get any bigger
		Commerce

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Help with historic home restoration.		MDP

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Many people in the County would be perfectly fine if the Bay Bridge disappeared 		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Roads can’t handle beach traffic		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need a new bay bridge with high speed train. We once had rail to Philly, very sad that is no longer.		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Easier access to jobs with mass transit.		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has main streets with empty stores, pot holes in roads, traffic jams on throughways when drivers are trying to get to the ocean resorts.		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need to consider connection the Western and Eastern Shores with tunnels in multiple locations.		MDOT

		What the County is Missing		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Staff resources are so limited. The Mayors currently do so much		DHCD

		Youth		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		90% of youth leave for jobs elsewhere.		All

		Communication		Carroll County		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should address communication and collaboration between State and County government.		All

		Community		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Thousands of All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) enthusiasts in Maryland have no place to ride. This results in the State outsourcing this recreation to neighboring states. State could receive taxes and fees on this recreation if it approached it differently. The impact of these vehicles on the environment is very minimal and exaggerated by some.		DNR

		Community		Carroll County		Central Maryland		We aspire to be more than a bedroom community.		Commerce

		Community		Carroll County		Central Maryland		County closed three schools last year, and maybe more this year.		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Carroll County		Central Maryland		More transparency needed.		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Commuters don’t have time to volunteer in their community. 		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Individuals and citizen groups are very determined in Carroll. A small organized group opposed an incinerator project. Strong citizen involvement.		All

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Lack of clarity on technical details of SB 236. For example, what happens when a parcel in a County without an adopted tier map is annexed into a Town with an adopted tier map? What tier does it join the town as?		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Tier maps seem redundant when a water and sewer master plan (WSP) is so detailed. The County currently completes a triennial water and sewer plan update that is closely coordinated with its municipalities.		MDE

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Carroll County		Central Maryland		This law haunts the County. 7 lot subdivisions (minor) that are allowed in County will result in scattered, smaller developments in the rural areas of the County. It would be better to have one larger, coordinated, and focused subdivision.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Challenges with the Maryland Historical Trust.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Carroll County		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) does not always give clear answers on its stormwater requirements. For example, we develop a facility using previous state funding to the specifications at the time. Then, when we go for a permit, we hear there is now another phase or requirement, previously unexplained, without available funding. 		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Carroll County		Central Maryland		The previous state administration’s regulations prevented the development of large Planned Unit Developments in Carroll.		MDP

		Economic Development		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Interested in a State Economic Development Plan that includes a land use perspective. Including market studies, emerging trends, and adaptive reuse strategies for areas such as intended employment campuses.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Tourism is a statewide goal that A Better Maryland should address.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Carroll needs more jobs and appropriate local job training. Good paying jobs.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Schools are the largest employer in the County, and they are shrinking. 		All

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Very proud of agricultural preservation in Carroll County, but also need to balance this with business development.		MDA

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Would like to use greywater systems. They could cut amount of wastewater that needs to be treated. Need help getting legislation through.		MDE

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should address the environment, as water flows between jurisdictions.		MDE

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Maryland should help with storm drain mapping and compile local efforts into a statewide database.		MDE

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Funding is always helpful.		DBM

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Carroll shouldn’t be denied funding because it wants to grow outside of a Priority Funding Area.		MDP

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		We are underrepresented in our share of state funding. 		DBM

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Small towns don’t have enough money. Cooperative purchasing should be considered.		DBM

		General		Carroll County		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should be dynamic and web-based and get ahead of emerging trends.		MDP

		General		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Concerned with proposed SB 610, which would require reforestation within PFAs following a development.		DNR

		General		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Assets
 Carroll has high quality of life metrics, specifically in high school graduation rates, manufacturing, employment, and library circulation.
 Thoughtful and involved people.
 Mt Airy has a great downtown.
 Main Street revival in Sykesville.
 Liberty Reservoir
 Carroll Arts Center
 Proximity to Patapsco Trails		All

		General		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Challenges
 Funding
 Jobs
 Commutes. This is a quality of life issue.
 Overdevelopment is leading to a crowded County. This is true for some parts of the County, but not all. Freedom Area mentioned as planned for too much density.
  Traffic and infrastructure.
 Changing zoning midstream.
 Athletic fields and other recreational opportunities.
 Lack of open and honest government and poor communication.
 Declining school enrollment.
 Urgent care centers.
 Workforce development centers.		All

		Housing		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Nationwide housing inventory problem arising in Maryland will lead to an affordability issue. This is partially a symptom of ever increasing development regulations. 		DHCD

		Housing		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Housing affordability is an issue.		DHCD

		Housing		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Schools and housing are closely intertwined.		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need assistance with high speed fiber development, which is required for attracting employers. Broadband is the 21st century utility. The State must help with this. (reiterated many times)		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Only have Comcast, would like Fios to be available.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		What kind of technologies does a municipality need to offer to attract jobs and employers?
 What is currently and will be relevant in an age of rapidly changing technology?
       Need to think of infrastructure beyond the standard examples.
       This should be a component of economic development in comprehensive plans. 		MDP

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Occasionally, to address failing community septic systems, community sewer systems are built.  For poorer communities, the monthly costs of these systems are too high and they opt to keep their failing septic systems despite the negative effect on our water resources.  Are there creative solutions to reduce the high monthly costs per household?		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Carroll provides a great deal of support to municipalities.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Would be helpful to know what is going on around the region.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		More communication between municipalities is needed. The Maryland Planning Commissioners Association could help with this. 		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need to work with Howard County on Route 32 widening project. 		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Neighbors always compete for funding.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Counties need to talk to each other more.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Large flow of commuters from Pennsylvania pass through Carroll County.		MDOT

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		County would like legal advice about planning bike and pedestrian improvements for a dangerous intersection. Examples of what other jurisdictions have done in a similar situation.		MDOT

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Objective is to balance development and agricultural preservation. People moved to County for its rural setting. We are a rural county and want to stay that way.		MDA

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Working on the Freedom Plan. Trying to arrive at the proper amount of density that will support the tax base.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		County is in a fragile situation.
 Need to grow sensibly to maintain a high quality of life. 
 Sensible, controlled, and focused on preservation.
 Can’t assume some growth templates are good, while others are bad.
 One size does not fit all.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Municipalities have very small planning departments.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Carroll County needs more growth.		All

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need more multi-use zoning in County.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Southern part of County is facing greater growth pressure.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Overdevelopment in the southern portion of the County has taken away the reason why some people moved there.		All

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Would like to see better coordination between regulatory (Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)) and planning (Maryland Department of Planning (MDP)) agencies.
 County used its Water Resources Element (WRE) from its comprehensive plan to craft its last triennial WSP update. 
 The WRE and WSP should not counteract each other.
 MDE’s permitting processes sometime contradict local and state planning objections and best practices.		MDE

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		As a project works its way across state agencies, there are always hiccups and conflicting information.		All

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need assistance with developing water sources. Lack of reliable sources is holding the County back and slowed its growth. For example, can only use the Medford Quarry as a water source in a state of emergency. Using it for other purposes would assist with development.		MDE

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		State government has been very easy to work with. Best Available Technology systems have been very helpful. Happy the state came to talk about A Better Maryland before initiating a plan.		MDE

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Different agencies and their plans should be linked together.		All

		Technical Assistance		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need assistance with responding to and preparing for declining student populations and the impact on Adequate Public Facilities Ordinances (APFOs).		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Assistance for Citizen Planners. 
 Linking similar issues across multiple jurisdictions.
 Pilot programs and projects.
 They do the work, but are the least educated in planning areas.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Carroll County		Central Maryland		More regional input, planning, and infrastructure development assistance is needed. Particularly from the State Highway Administration. 		MDOT

		Training and Education		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Workforce development centers needed.		DLLR

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Would like assistance with bike paths. A trail traversing the State would be a great asset.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Road improvements very important for a County like Carroll. Need to improve Route 140.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		The Board is trying to put aside some road funding so it can contribute to State funds.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Traffic is a big problem in the Eldersburg area.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Roads are not designed to handle the volume they currently do.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		MD-32 is critical to the region (including Howard County).		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should address transportation.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Models for and assistance with rural transit services are needed.		MDOT

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Having a grant program for after school care would be great for the County as many folks are longer distance commuters. Maryland used to have such a program. Grades went up and behavioral problems went down. 		MDH

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Many bedroom communities for folks who work in Pennsylvania. Community would benefit from more local jobs.		Commerce

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Susquehanna River acts as a physical barrier that separates Cecil from the rest of Maryland.		All

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Business investment affects positive change in a community, but local government is responsible for creating environment that promotes business investment. 		Commerce

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		If you want to support the rural character of the County, you need to support the farms. 		MDA

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		We need people to want to invest and be leaders in our communities.		All

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		SB 236 Septic Tier mapping has not worked for Cecil County. This needs to be fixed and County hopes that A Better Maryland addresses it.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The law negatively impacted property values of Cecil’s farms and is an example of poor collaboration between State and locals.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should replace PlanMaryland with other recommendations and regulations.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Don’t want A Better Maryland to supersede existing local authority, plans, and other documents. 		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State plan needs to follow local plans, the State plan should be a mosaic of the local plans. A bottom up approach is best, and will help gain buy in at the end of the process.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Mandates passed by the State that increase costs have a bigger impact on Cecil County.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State should always ask itself what may be the unintended consequences of our decisions or mandates.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		One size fits all doesn’t even work in Cecil, it definitely won’t work statewide!		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		One on one meetings with jurisdictions would be helpful.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Sprinkler and stormwater requirements are a problem.		MDE

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County is in the northeast corner of the State next to 95, Amtrak rail, CSX rail, Route 301, Route 40 all which affect the County. In addition, the County is located adjacent to Delaware, which has a significantly different tax structure.		MDOT

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Economic development is a huge focus of Rising Sun right now. Water and sewer infrastructure needs have been a big barrier to economic development over the past decade. Looking to lift building moratorium soon. The Town recently spent a lot of money on WWTP upgrade, and it will need a lot of economic growth to pay for upgrades and survive.		MDE

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County anticipates over 2,500 new jobs in the growth corridor.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County is over-dependent on and over-chasing the warehouse economy. (reiterated many times)		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		High paying jobs drive quality of life improvements in other areas, such as nicer housing.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Middletown Delaware is an example of how employment and housing can work together for growth of an area.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is a big business and economic driver in Cecil and should be protected.		MDA

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun is being landlocked from future growth via land preservation. We have good rural zoning that restricts development however not every area needs to be preserved. 		MDP

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		DNR is a great partner with the 6-year Local Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plans. 		DNR

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State recently purchased Bohemia River State Park.		DNR

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Open space and a clean environment help tourism economy and service jobs.		DNR

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should focus on environmental protection, because once you lose it you can’t get it back.
 County has already preserved 25,000 acres.
 Cost of this protection must be taken on by the State because locals don’t have the monetary resources to do so.
 Need to plan for water resources because drought years occur every seven.
 Must invest in infrastructure supporting the environment.
 Treatment plants not meeting pollution standards and the solution to this must be a State investment.
 		MDE

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Chesapeake Bay and rivers have a large impact on quality of life in Cecil. (reiterated many times)		MDE

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MS4 permits are expensive, technical assistance is needed, and projects are expensive and competitive.		MDE

		Funding		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The limited funding that is offered doesn’t make sense when the strings attached are so thick. Not worth it. A grant is too burdensome to push through the bureaucracy. 		DBM

		General		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		We could use technical assistance and perhaps doing white papers on the following – Solar Farms, Broadband, and Chicken Farms. It is hard for local jurisdictions to get accurate facts and how other jurisdictions have handled these issues. 		All

		General		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assets
 County recently bought the Bittersweet Golf Course, which it plans to develop into a park. County has been a true steward of the land.
 County recently streamlined permitting and planning processes, which has so far been successful.
 Rural landscape, shared culture, like minded folks.
 Importance of property rights.
 Diverse and unique geography.
 Desire to engage and move forward.		All

		General		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Challenges
 Opioid Crisis (Far and away the most frequently indicated challenge at public meeting). Affects all parts of the community. Need to fix problem as it hurts economy and businesses. Need a set of goals for the State which requires State agencies to work together on this issue. National problem with doctors and pharmaceutical companies as big players.		All

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Job growth also includes the homebuilding industry. There are too many obstacles that raise the price of housing beyond what is affordable by the residents. Financing, sprinklers, environmental issues, connection fees to water and sewer, Best Available Technology for homes on septic systems all add costs that raise the price of a home beyond what a developer can sell for in the County. County working to reduce connection fees.		DHCD

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County issues less than 100 residential permits per year. Concerned about where the workforce for any economic development will live.   		DLLR

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Perryville would like to increase residential and business development.		All

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County is trying to encourage housing in its growth corridor, but multiple layers of regulations for homebuilding make this difficult. Locally, they have reduced some fees and eased timing requirements, but their streamlining can only take it so far before it presents an issue with State regulations. 		All

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Only housing that is being developed is multi-family.		DHCD

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Ridgely Forest subdivision potential is promising. County is collaborating with the Town of North East and the final project could include 600 units at full buildout.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State can help local jurisdictions by providing more infrastructure money that will help get more jobs and employment. 		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assistance getting industrial land ready for marketing and development. Elkton has industrial zoned land with no infrastructure.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Infrastructure is needed in the growth corridor.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun can use help upgrading water & sewer service. The downtown is also undergoing renovation and can use more infrastructure assistance. In Rising Sun, it would be helpful if DNR would allow stormwater management in the State areas. 		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Port Deposit – Bainbridge needs help with water & sewer funding to stimulate development. New WWTP is a start.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Solar Farms. A Better Maryland needs to address these. Expecting more and more to come to Cecil.		MEA

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County had a very active local broadband committee, which completed a detailed report, but State assistance is still needed.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chesapeake City has a new WWTP.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		A community should bond for sewer improvements in a certain area. These costs should not be paid by all users of the sewer system.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Could use assistance with affordable structured parking.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		All Cecil municipalities have their own WWTPs. More connections should be encouraged to make more cost effective.		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Cecil County has good relationships with the municipalities. For example, planning to work with North East on infrastructure investment in growth corridors.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Must aspire to have effective collaboration between County and municipalities.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Better collaboration with DelDOT and County/State to address Middletown traffic. A Better Maryland should address interstate traffic.		MDOT

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County is up for 10-year review of comprehensive plan in 2020. Would like to be informed of any changes to the comp plan law or requirements. Happy with their current comp plan.		MDP

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Appreciate the open dialogue of A Better Maryland.		All

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concerned with individual property rights and rightful County authority.		All

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is currently a lot of positive energy in Rising Sun, and the Regional Planner has been very helpful.		MDP

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun concerned because it is not in the Cecil County growth area.		All

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Can’t convert municipal growth areas to preservation areas, as it cripples a town. Rising Sun a current example.		MDP

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Cecil believes in Smart Growth, but from a different perspective. It is not Kent County, surrounded by growth pressures from population centers and major transportation corridors. Not an Eastern Shore County.		All

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Greenfield developments are typical here, with water and sewer in place to accommodate.		MDE

		Public Services		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Would be nice for Elkton to get its own Program Open Space and historic preservation funding. 		DNR

		Public Services		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assistance for historic preservation trust capital grants have not been available.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Cecil County is part of a much larger regional community that includes the State of Delaware. What happens in Delaware affects the County. Maryland and Delaware need to communicate better with one another especially over road issues.   		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Philadelphia market more significant to Cecil than the Baltimore market.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has a big role in WILMAPCO.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Regional meetings should move around.		All

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need better inter-agency communication at the State level on projects and other items. (reiterated many times)		All

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Water and sewer amendment process seems to be going more efficiently.		MDE

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Customer service initiative from Governor Hogan is very obvious.		All

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MHT regulations have cost the County money and time getting projects approved. Doing an archaeological study on land has been farmed for many generations seems a waste and has hampered park development.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assist with preservation easements to use Elkton Armory for courthouse annex.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need a better relationship with MHT on Phase I studies and coordination with local comprehensive plan and LPPRS for future park locations.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MHT stipulations need to be relaxed.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Regulations need to have teeth to truly address problems.		All

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State Agencies should follow local plans and studies. 2020 Comprehensive Plan may not be completed within a 10-year framework because 2020 Census will just be taking place.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State agencies have been good to work with.		All

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		      State should consider having more one on one meetings with local jurisdictions.    For example, Rising Sun has a great relationship with DHCD. 		DHCD

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Perryville has a good relationship with Planning, and uses the regional planner. 		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun – The State needs to avoid telling local jurisdictions what is good. Let the communities determine what is best for them. We are constantly getting subjected to laws that are designed to address issues in other areas of the State. Be aware of the law of ‘unintended consequences’. Someone at the State can’t determine what is good for local jurisdictions. 		All

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State can improve communication with Cecil County and can improve communication among the various State agencies as well. 		All

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Interested in a database of best planning practices and examples that locals could access and use.		MDP

		Training and Education		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Maryland Planning Commissioners Association outreach and training to help combat high Commissioner turnover rate and assist recruitment.		MDP

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has good access to transit that connects it to population and employment centers outside of its borders, but intra-county transit is lacking. Local transit funding has been static for some years now. Need demand response type services, which are more efficient. 		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		SHA assistance with getting right of way for sidewalk improvements would be a great help. Echoed by Elkton. Sidewalk problems often occur on state roads, and the State should work with locals on this. It’s a problem when the State doesn’t own the right of way, or know who does, because the roads are so old.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Also need sidewalks along Rt. 222 that are consistent with historic character of town with historic granite curbs. SHA needs to adjust requirements for road widths in main street areas. 		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need to keep transit service for rural areas in mind.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Desire for better public transit for people to get to and from the Cecil County Public Library. Workforce, families, children. After school transportation is needed.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MARC train service
 Especially northeast train service between Philadelphia, Delaware, and Baltimore is critical. This is important for keeping and getting younger folks to stay in the County and commute to work.
 Elkton train station needs to be opened as a full-service MARC Station. 
 Perryville would like increased MARC service, including weekend service and connecting service to Philadelphia and Delaware.
 MARC train service needs to be expanded. Having a hard time solving the connection between Elkton and Perryville.
 Expand to include weekend service.
 Need to be careful about growth impact potential MARC station expansion and connections.
 
 		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Toll Relief (Frequently mentioned concern)
 Tolls on Delaware Route 301 and road improvements affect the County. 
 Perryville needs toll relief from MDTA at 95 & 222 to allow people getting on and off at Perryville to pay a smaller toll. A barrier to development.
 Revenues do not stay in County.
 Tolls hinder development. Allow use of Hatem EZ Pass on I-95.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun traffic continues to be a problem, long term planning is needed to create sustainable communities. With only 900 homes paying $850,000 a year in taxes, it is difficult to address problems. 
 Town is working on kicking off a Rails to Trails program.
 Local traffic problems require state assistance.
 Both funding and expertise.
 A big traffic problem looms in the future.
 Town needs a long-term approach.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County could use an interchange with 95 and Belvedere Road, this will help reduce truck traffic at 222 in Perryville because trucks now must use this exit. (Reiterated multiple times)		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Elkton is completing a pedestrian plan soon.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Port Deposit
 Concern with Route 222 Bridge at I-95 interchange. (echoed by Perryville)
 Route 222 runs right down main street and there have been disagreements between the town and SHA on the proper roadway size, which goes through a historic downtown. Need relief from regulations.		MDOT

		Community		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		People priced out of Talbot County move to Dorchester		DHCD

		Community		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County is made up of small towns and rural areas with a lot of waterfront. Need to consider the needs and issues of these very small places like Hurlock and Vienna 		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester needs more vocal folks involved in the local planning process 		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County Council responded negatively to the Maryland Department of Planning’s 2012 (Planning) response to and review of Dorchester’s last tier designation map
 The map preserved 92% as Tiers III and IV and that still wasn’t enough
 Dorchester has not revisited it since then, but will likely consider again as part of comprehensive planning process
 What happens if the County gets a major subdivision without a tier map approval? Need to address this issue		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		When items are mandated, such as sprinkler systems, Dorchester would like to receive some data to support the need for the regulations 
       The County’s constituents have requested this data 
       State agencies should work together on this 
       A greater explanation of the insurance aspect is also needed		DHCD

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Locals had no input on how PlanMaryland was deployed. They were treated as if their opinions didn’t matter, while they are the ones with the boots on the ground		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		One size does not fit all
 Rural counties are different
 Local officials have significant knowledge that should be used in effort to develop A Better Maryland		All

		Demographics		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The population has not changed much over the last 30 years, and this has made it difficult for the local government to maintain consistent revenue		All

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to build tax base to provide services 
       Obstacles include:
         A stagnant real estate market
         Significant amount of waterfront and therefore a lot of land in critical areas 
    Relatively strong 2nd home market. These homeowners pay a lot of taxes and don’t demand many services		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Our main question is “Where does the market want to grow?”		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		City of Cambridge has a lot of good projects in the pipeline. Market Place, Sailwinds, hospital, new medical building, Philips Factory F building, Race/Pine Street redevelopment and some others 
    The County is talking to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) Secretary Holt about assistance with the hospital project		DHCD

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cross Street Laboratories and the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy are collaborating on the Factory F project 		MDP

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County is taking a holistic approach to economic development, incorporating workforce development		DLLR

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Stop thinking about political borders and start considering what is better for the larger Maryland economy 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Asset mapping would benefit statewide economic development planning
     What do we offer as a state economically?
     Everything does not need to be in D.C. and Baltimore areas?
     Eastern Shore is often left out		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Some transit is in place on Eastern Shore, but more is needed for true economic development 		MDOT

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Preservation and progress can be pursued at the same time
     Aquaculture is a growing industry
       Boat building
       Weaver Boats in Dorchester, which builds high end fishing boats, is a great example		DNR

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester is home to, and completes manufacturing work for, a lot of internationally owned companies 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Big potential in Dorchester for manufacturing components and in the shipping industry
     Examples
       A Baltimore sculptor works with a fabricator in the County to complete work
       C & K Lord Inc 
       B & G foods in Hurlock sells products all over the world
       Often, items produced on the Eastern Shore need to be shipped to the Midwest for processing and then shipped back. Can we develop industry here in Maryland to prevent having to send products to the Midwest?
       Cambridge International
       Interstate Container
     More products can and should be sourced from Maryland companies (see mapping product description above)		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Hurlock self identifies as Dorchester’s transportation hub, and focuses on the trucking industry		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Over $200 million in corporate capital contributions to Dorchester in the past two years 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Rise Up Coffee a good example of a local, growing business 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cambridge has the second deepest port in the state. Dorchester and Cambridge have discussed this asset, but the conversation still has a long way to go. The deepest part is in front of the Sailwinds development, which Cambridge would like to preserve
     Some pushback from both the City and County
      Some residents would have to be displaced
      Looking for other potential port locations		Commerce

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Global warming should be addressed in the comprehensive plan. Southern Dorchester will be hit hard by sea level rise		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester has many agricultural easements		MDA

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to look at critical areas fee in lieu of money going to protecting habitats from climate 		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cambridge recently applied to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for $580,000 for planning a regional park, which will include stream restoration work
     Just completed a charrette		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Open space and a clean environment are unique aspects of the Eastern Shore		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland must address the environment, because if the State doesn’t no one else will
     Should consider the impact of farming and land use on water quality 		MDE

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Rural land uses and agriculture have a big impact on the Eastern Shore		MDA

		Funding		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Keep current State funding levels		DBM

		Funding		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need state level creative financing to help developers achieve a certain level of quality. The State would then be reimbursed by developers once the improvements start paying for themselves. This would help bridge the gap		DHCD

		General		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Local governments are the only people that do anything to affect positive change. They can also impede things. It is essential for local governments to put forth the energy, time, and leadership 		All

		General		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should include a one state model
     Urban and rural together
     Eastern Shore is comparable to Western Maryland 		All

		General		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Assets
     People
     Heritage
     Water. People come to Dorchester for the water. It defines the County heritage and industry
     Eagle Man and Iron Man races in Dorchester
     Sister County with a County in Germany
       Economic development staff went on workforce development trip to Germany
     Farmers and watermen are workforce assets; creative problem solvers who know how to fix their own equipment out of necessity. Children growing up in these families acquire these skills		All

		General		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Challenges
     Small size of Galestown creates challenges and isolates it. Trucks use Galestown as a cut through
     The local economy has limited opportunities and a lack of diversity
     Lack of access to quality foods
     Sea level rise will lead to loss of land and homes 		All

		Housing		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Addressing housing blight is a big priority for the Cambridge
     Could use state assistance in this effort
       Currently have $1.2 million put aside for rehab work. Which will include a new City staff position dedicated to housing issues 
       Partnering with Choptank Habitat for Humanity
       The City can promote as much Economic Development as it wants, but without housing rehabilitation it won’t matter
       Concentrating on the Pine Street area
       With the help of Salisbury University GIS students, the City has mapped and completed a windshield assessment of its housing stock. Working with DHCD, the City hopes to improve the exterior image of its housing
         This has been a very beneficial partnership
       The County has an older housing stock, and environmental considerations (lead, etc.) need to be considered in any rehabilitation efforts		All

		Housing		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland needs to address housing and community development 		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County has very few areas outside of towns on sewer		MDE

		Infrastructure		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Solar Industry
     This is a City and County issue
     What can be done to encourage the solar industry representatives to align with local codes and ordinances?
     Dorchester has a good working relationship with the Public Service Commission
     The State should review Minnesota’s very progressive approach to pollinator code requirements for solar farms 
     Best practices should be developed		MEA

		Infrastructure		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County is considering offshore wind		MEA

		Mapping Support and Data		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Critical Area Commission is working with Eastern Shore GIS staff to fund an erosion and shoreline needs study 		DNR

		Mapping Support and Data		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should produce a map that allows users to zoom into different parts of the State to see what manufactured and other products are available in specific locations 		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Eastern Shore Climate Adaptation Partnership has been very effective
     Collaboration of Dorchester, Talbot, Queen Anne’s, and Kent Counties
     The Maryland Department of Planning is a part of the group
     Much of the work is related to the National Flood Insurance Program
     Applying for grants as a group		DNR

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester would like a return of the Planning Director’s Roundtables		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Better coordination between neighboring jurisdictions on environmental issues is needed
     Water quality, Total Maximum Daily Loads, watershed planning
     Pesticides
     Dorchester County border Delaware, so coordination between states is also necessary
 		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester and Cambridge have traditionally gotten along, but not always 
     Cambridge typically views water as a recreational and waterman resource, while County has had a more expansive view 		All

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County is getting ready to start a new comprehensive planning process. The consultant has already been selected and the County will be setting up bus tours of the County. Will be seeking the help of State Planning   
     The County has a lot of tidal shores, which have been a concern of the communities that staff has visited
     Expecting to complete comprehensive plan by January 2020		MDP

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		No major subdivision in 10 years due to the lack of a market. There are many paper lots that haven’t developed 		MDP

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester needs more 2nd home communities, but it is difficult to develop these due to Critical Area regulations on residential density, although the Critical Areas Commission has been much better to work with		DNR

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County just finished a unified code for its critical area. This is a positive direction that was completed in collaboration with the Critical Area Commission		DNR

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ten percent of the County is planned for development. Constraints limit the availability of the rest		All

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County needs help on determining vesting rights for old lots and developments that have never built. This is a local issue however State could provide resources and examples 		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The small towns, larger towns and County need to work collaboratively. They should work in partnership rather than in competition. We need to solve problems together and the Maryland Municipal League is a good example of this 		All

		State Agencies		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County does not want local decisions reversed by the State		All

		State Agencies		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should emphasize greater collaboration across jurisdictions and from State to local
     More funding
     Varying levels of local capacity
     Work together for greatest impact		All

		State Agencies		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The State should look at transportation and economic ecosystems as statewide entities, not just local ones
      Start with this perspective and work backwards		DNR

		Technical Assistance		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should enhance technical assistance to locals 		All

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Large vehicles, such as 18 wheelers, should not be driving around 300-year-old cities like Cambridge. They have damaged the brick streets. SHA needs to recognize that street requirements for smaller towns are different than major highways. Truck traffic needs to be restricted from moving through the small towns		MDOT

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The State should look at creating a complete streets program 		MDOT

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County could use state help on transportation improvements including funding, legislation, and design 
     Need funding for pilot programs that address common themes across the State, such as the use of golf carts in towns 		MDOT

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The mindset at the state level needs to change. We can’t only focus on engineering roads 		MDOT

		What the County is Missing		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Good food access and stronger schools		All

		Youth		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Schools are an issue in the County, including behavior and mental health. Neighboring counties have better school districts 		All

		Communication		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Communication issue. There needs to be better communication between the State and Garrett County. 		All

		Communication		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning should go directly to towns through Garrett County Municipalities, Inc (GCM) for contact info. 		MDP

		Communication		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Results of outreach should be posted on the web site. Keep people informed of the process. 		All

		Communication		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There needs to be civic engagement and participation in the process. 		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There is a need to build volunteer capacity. Need to promote volunteerism. 		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		County could use help with this		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		It is always the same people around the table discussing community needs		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		County needs to work on a unified vision for where it wants to go, what it wants to be		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There needs to be single vision and coordination of plans – Comprehensive Plans, Revitalization Plans, Sustainable Communities Plan etc. 		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There appears to be lack of coordination and implementation between the local comprehensive plan, the Sustainable Community Action Plan, and other community level planning/projects.		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Given the limited local funding, very little community development planning is occurring.  The local planning commissions are not engaged in these types of planning efforts.  Given limited professional planning staff, these types of planning efforts are not taking place.  The Community Action Agencies provides the professional planning support through its circuit rider program, but there is much greater need than resources available.		DHCD

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Local planning commissions need more support and training.		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Barriers to engagement		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Deep Creek residents tend to focus on only the lake area		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The younger generation is not engaged		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		When we participate in community planning we do not see a positive response indicating that people are listening		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County Health department has a digital platform for community education and engagement at mygarrettcounty.com that is very popular		MDH

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Lack of transparency at the planning level; need more communication		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Lack of confidence that government is listening		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		A Better Maryland should access other community input from sources such as: The Women's Coalition and review of citizen input during the PlanMaryland process		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County citizens are not indifferent		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		People care and want a process they can buy into		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need a workshop on civil discourse		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning needs to provide more notice of meetings and engagement opportunities		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Publish information collected at meetings!		All

		Concern over Growth Tier Map requirements		Garrett County		Western Maryland		During the County’s comprehensive planning process, they do not want the Growth Tier Map to override the County’s long standing use of its subdivision land use map as the guide for future growth in the county, especially since they don’t have zoning.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map requirements		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County is not growing.  There is little demand for rural housing.  So, there should not have been a need to create a Tier Map, but to allow major residential subdivisions on septic, the county had to adopt one.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Garrett County		Western Maryland		More carrot, less stick		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Focus on revitalization efforts to make areas where you want people to live be more attractive		DHCD

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Would like the comprehensive plan requirement for a “Development Capacity Analysis” not be required for counties with little or no growth, or at least take into account development constraints such as steep slopes and market demand.		MDP

		Demographics		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Huge disparity between lake area and the rest of county (Deep Creek Lake )
 Skews economic stats and demographics
 ACS numbers should not be only socio-economic statistical source required for grant applications, as the numbers from the Deep Creek area skewed the indicators and masks the real need in Garrett County
 There is a need to explore alternative ways to provide statistically valid information about the unique characteristics of small towns and not have the information skewed by more populous or wealthier communities. Deep Creek Lake does not represent Garrett County. The lake area skews the county’s demographics such as income, housing values etc. 		MDP

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Obtaining PFA designation for the Lowes store highlighted the frustration with the state PFA approval process.  The county observed the state’s inflexibility and unwillingness to support local needs.		MDP

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Flexibility and willingness to work with locals is a key need for better state level planning		MDP

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There is a great desire for economic development to serve the local population, not just vacationers or those visiting the lake		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Economic development issues are different in rural areas. Help is needed with infrastructure such as building an access street, or small spec building is needed. These are small projects yet important to the County.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Lack of transportation options a big Economic Development barrier		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Would like to expand demand and response public transit		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Hard to meet grant requirements when county doesn’t have routed and fixed transit		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Rural areas need public transit because they are poorer		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There are some promising economic development opportunities:		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Three prospects for McHenry Business Park		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Oakland hospital could see potential growth to serve the aging population and regional needs, but need trained labor force for the medical related jobs.		MDH

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The fracking ban did not help		MDE

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Problem finding skilled labor force.  There are hard and soft skills that people need to know for a job.		DLLR

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The current One Maryland Program does not provide assist to the many distressed small towns in Garrett County because the wealthier Deep Creek residential areas skew the county’s overall numbers to the point that the county does not appear “distressed.”  But, several small towns away from Deep Creek have significant poverty and unemployment and could use the economic incentives of One Maryland.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		County needs a more diversified economy		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Consider West Virginia’s “Generation West Virginia” model to incentive employers to hire young people, attract them to come back to live and work in the county.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County has an aging population of those living here and younger folks are leaving the County for jobs elsewhere.		All

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The need for manufacturing jobs is a concern.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Affordable housing is challenge here too.		DHCD

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Endogenous economic development the most important and most sorely needed in county, ie entrepreneurship		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		What happens when environmental needs conflict with economic development needs? It always comes down to a political decision		All

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need for better access to affordable broadband is a high priority.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to recognize the uniqueness of Garrett County and capture it in A better Maryland		All

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to review existing legislation and its impact on Garrett County		All

		General		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Don’t have access to Maryland media		All

		General		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to integrate A Better Maryland topics and strategies. They cannot be siloed		All

		Housing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need for affordable, workforce housing		DHCD

		Housing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Workforce housing is needed in the County. Tax credits based on Statewide requirements do not often work for rural areas such as the provision of transit for rural areas is demand response based.		DHCD

		Housing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County Community Action Agency has a large proposed development in Oakland, but they need tax credits to make the project economically viable. Rural areas cannot compete for grants when for example fixed route transit is not available. 		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Underdeveloped infrastructure, and the capacity to pay for new infrastructure, are continuous problems in the county		All

		Infrastructure		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Consider a review and overhaul of the PFA law to accommodate the development challenges and infrastructure needs of rural Maryland.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Addressing infrastructure needs such as municipal water and sewer is not economically viable for small towns due to the cost versus the revenue, yet this is where services should be provided. 		MDE

		Infrastructure		Garrett County		Western Maryland		 Review water appropriation limitations in some towns that have precluded development opportunities.		MDE

		Mapping Support and Data		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Used to have more local government GIS support under the Maryland Local Government GIS Committee (MLOGIC) Program, which facilitated a strong collaboration between state and local.  The current MSGIC doesn’t provide as much support to local governments.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Garrett County		Western Maryland		They do not want more GIS mapping mandates.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The SDP should take a regional focus. One size does not fit all.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There is need to recognize uniqueness of each county.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Consider modifying Smart Growth for rural areas		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		PFA law in rural areas needs to work differently with lower density standards than in more urban areas.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to recognize rural areas are not growing and, in many cases, have declining populations		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		More effort is needed in researching rural distinctions		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Transportation needs in rural areas are different from more urbanized areas.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		While SHA may not support bypasses, Oakland’s Route 219 bypass from the northern city limits to MD 135 is needed to promote economic development and facilitate easier vehicle movement in the downtown.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to look at rural Transit Oriented Development in a different way than more urbanized areas. A transit stop could serve as a TOD center.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Redistricting did not help retaining local representation in US Congress to understand the issues in rural Maryland.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning’s Regional planners do a lot to help the county and its municipalities. The state should provide more of them and enhance their resources		MDP

		Training and Education		Garrett County		Western Maryland		More training needed and certification classes should be offered out west, such as those required for contractors and miners		DLLR

		Training and Education		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Training programs could be provided on a variety of topics including how to run a meeting etc. 		MDP

		Training and Education		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There needs to be training for Planning Commissioners. Planning Commissions do not meet regularly. 		MDP

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Better access to health care.		MDH

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		A stronger economy and more jobs are closely related to education in Garrett		Commerce

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Tourism not a sufficient source for true economic development		Commerce

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need a family living wage		All

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Lack of housing and transportation. Need for workforce housing		DHCD

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to develop programs for increased workforce housing		DHCD

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The County needs good paying family supporting jobs. Qualified workers are also needed for the jobs that do come to the County. 		DLLR

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Stronger civic engagement with open processes for true community planning		MDP

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Public is apprehensive about participation		All

		Youth		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Desire to grow Oakland to help convince youth the stay and/or come back		All

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		The greatest strengths of Harford County are its people and the potential of the area. The area has a strong economy, but it has not fully utilized is locational advantage as much as it could 
     There are opportunities for growth in the towns and working more closely with the economic engine of Aberdeen Proving Ground		Commerce

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		We came back to live here because the people are so welcoming, and it is a great place a family and retire 		All

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		The Opioid Addiction Crisis is reaching all communities		MDH

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County has a difficult challenge balancing the growth goals of North County vs South County. The North County’s priorities are agriculture and rural character, while South County’s focus is on urban issues		All

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		“A Sense of Place” is diminishing in the County, which at one time helped define our neighborhoods and communities. Everything is beginning to look like everywhere else in the country		DHCD

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		We have a lot of vacant office buildings in our community and need ideas on how to fill them or solutions to adaptively re-use the structures		DHCD

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Harford County		Central Maryland		Harford County has good volunteerism and public engagement. This could be used as a best practice in the State 		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Harford County		Central Maryland		The City of Aberdeen has been very successful getting volunteers for its Planning Commission by challenging their members to make a difference in the plans they prepare and the developments they approve		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Harford County		Central Maryland		Local government has the potential to be the most effective agent in achieving positive change, but that requires active citizen participation. It is critical to use known best practices to get citizens involved		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Harford County		Central Maryland		Individual citizens need to be informed and they need to hold local government accountable by voting		All

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County’s economy is the most important issue that needs to be addressed by state and local officials. Without a strong economy, we cannot support all the other factors that determine a high quality of life		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County works well with the Maryland Department of Commerce, but it is more reactionary based on whether a company is looking to locate in Harford County rather than Commerce being pro-active and working with the County to retain existing employers 
     The County’s top priority is supporting and growing its existing business and then secondarily chasing after job prospects		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		The definition of what constitutes a “good” job varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction 
     What is considered a “good job” is perceived differently at the local level versus what some state agencies consider a “good job.”  Are retail jobs considered “good?”  
     The State has placed a priority on promoting high paying tech and cyber security jobs, but we have a diverse labor force, and there is a need for a wide range of skilled or semi-skilled jobs with livable wages for all County residents. For example, the homebuilding industry supplies a host of good jobs for contractors, building suppliers, etc., but these might not be perceived as high priority jobs for some State agencies 
     We also can use the State’s help to attract more manufacturing and warehouse distribution job opportunities to the area		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		County can use help in selecting good economic indicators and then tracking them. For example, Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG) and other federal government activities provide a lot of on-base jobs, but it is hard to track the off-base impacts of APG’s employment. It would be useful if we could get help tracking federal contract dollars and where these dollars are spent		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		Part of the County’s economic development strategy is to provide support services for the on-base activities at APG		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		Bel Air
     The Town of Bel Air is working to attract residents to the downtown and promote a healthy downtown economy. The Town’s main street is very important to the local economy 
     Bel Air’s Main Street program is quite successful, led by Bel Air Downtown Alliance. They coordinate the Maryland State BBQ Bash every year that attracts thousands of visitors to the town
     Bel Air’s streetscape project has really helped the recovery of the downtown		DHCD

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		There needs to be more State agency flexibility when it comes to the reviewing and permitting of local development projects. It can be difficult to get the needed permits 
     For example, there is a need for improved State agency assistance to support downtown economic development projects, including special events. In the past the County and town have had challenges getting development projects approved, especially when it comes to Health Department reviews, which have tended to be very slow, which hurts new businesses trying to open 		MDH

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		Aberdeen’s Stadium Town Center project (which is at the intersection of MD 22 and I-95) has had difficulty moving forward, even though this is 15 acres of prime real estate. Getting the necessary right-of-way access to meet SHA permitting appears to be holding up the project for more than two years		MDOT

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		We need to be competitive with neighboring states and focus on revitalizing our existing communities – bring back the jobs		Commerce

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County’s Green Infrastructure Plan received a lot of community and State support 		DNR

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		The waterfront is always a draw for people to live nearby		DNR

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		It is very important to our community to have open space with clean air and streams. This is what you think about when you think of Harford County. But, we are starting to lose open space in parts of southern county		MDE

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		Environmental protection is very important to the people of Harford County, particularly when it comes to our streams and the river 
     We are concerned about the impact of the Susquehanna River and the Conowingo Dam on the health of the Chesapeake Bay		MDE

		General		Harford County		Central Maryland		Having A Better Maryland focus on supporting local plans and processes is a good idea and very positive step for the State		MDP

		General		Harford County		Central Maryland		The county and towns need to work together and not against each other. The towns, county and state policies need to be better coordinated		All

		General		Harford County		Central Maryland		Assets 
     Harford County Library System
     US 40 - Small Businesses
     Aberdeen Proving Ground – Economic Engine, Largest Employer, Office Space
     Ripken Stadium
     Great Parks
     Independence Brewing Company
     Chamber of Commerce (One of the largest)
     Rocks State Park
     Waterfront
     Susquehanna State Park
     Agriculture		All

		General		Harford County		Central Maryland		Challenges
     Edgewood – Perception Issue
     Rt 40 Corridor
     Aberdeen Proving Ground – Qualitied Employees
     Aberdeen – Stormwater Management
     I-95 – Traffic
     School Class Sizes is an issue
     Walkable Communities
     Rt 22 / R543 Traffic Intersection
     Rt 22/ Rt 136 Congestion
     Infrastructure
     Aging Community		All

		Infrastructure		Harford County		Central Maryland		Schools
     School class size is a real concern – 29 students to a class 
     They are continuing to cut positions and increase class sizes 
     It is important to keep kids active, which requires great schools and after-class programs 
     Businesses are not attracted to communities where the schools are lagging
     More attention needs to be placed on our tech schools. Our county tech school is overcrowded. Not all kids have to go to college, but they need the proper training for the skilled trades
     Harford seems to be ignored by the State when it comes to spending on a per pupil basis
     There is a lack of consistency with school curriculum in the county. Principals get to pick the curriculum, so each school is different. Are our kids getting a good education when you have this inconsistency?		MHEC

		Infrastructure		Harford County		Central Maryland		Aberdeen has a trash problem that needs to be addressed. It affects people’s perception of the community		All

		Mapping Support and Data		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County relies heavily on Baltimore Metropolitan Council (BMC) for economic data and resources, such as the regional housing permit data. The County also uses CoStar and Fedmine as data sources to support local economic development efforts. It would be good if the State could possibly help provide comparable or supplemental data resources, possibly expanding upon existing data resources of the Departments of Commerce and Labor, Licensing & Permits		Commerce

		State Agencies		Harford County		Central Maryland		State inter-agency coordination is an ongoing issue that could be improved. State spending should be consistent with local plans. More agency interaction and communication with local jurisdictions would be helpful 		All

		State Agencies		Harford County		Central Maryland		The Base Realignment And Closure (BRAC) process was a bust in that the economic benefit went mainly onto APG. Another BRAC is anticipated in 3-4 years
     The Class A office buildings built off APG site are largely vacant 
     What has happened off site at Fort Meade has not happened at APG 
     We need to get ready as another BRAC may be occurring in 3-4 years		Commerce

		State Agencies		Harford County		Central Maryland		SHA (and agencies) need to develop pro-business policies, such as SHA’s access process		MDOT

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		The Harford County Master Plan, Harford Next, has re-energized the community and created more community engagement. The Plan is structured as a strategic action plan with hundreds of proposed action items 		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		Planning Assistance		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		It would be great if Planning would provide resources and technical support and perform analysis for local government that could be used in local decision making. These types of white papers can be a real aid to local government
     The County does not have resources to perform certain studies, whitepapers or plans. Planning may be able to play an important role and/or resource facilitating state assistance
     Planning can provide technical assistance to local jurisdictions through MML, MACo, quarterly meetings, etc. Training sessions are needed for Planning Commissioners
     Planning needs to provide technical data that is consistent over time and of value to local jurisdictions 
     Aberdeen is updating its comprehensive plan so any assistance from Planning would be welcome.     Assistance from the State helping to update the Water Resource Element is especially needed
     Planning assistance for Route 40 redevelopment plan would be welcome		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		We need to establish a vision of our community in 10 years and not be so reactionary to every issue		MDP

		Training and Education		Harford County		Central Maryland		Local planning staff identified the need for training on ethics and how to run a public meeting as topics that would be relevant to planning commission members		MDP

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The State’s transportation priorities are unclear from a local perspective 
     The new State transportation ranking and prioritization process has been difficult. Breaking projects up into smaller $5m increments can be problematic 
     It is also difficult to determine rural versus urban road priorities 
     More frequent interaction with MDOT would be beneficial to resolve these and other issues
     There is a concern about how the more rural oriented counties can compete for transportation funding with the larger urban jurisdictions 		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		Harford Transit relies heavily upon federal and state funding. They would like to see some increase in funding as the overall contributions have remained static over the past years, especially for transit 		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		There is an increased need for good transit ridership information and other transit data to improve the effectiveness of the local transit program		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		Regional MARC rail is important to the people of the area. They would like to see increased weekday and weekend service, as well as expanded service to Delaware and Philadelphia. This lack of access to a regional rail and transit system has hindered the filling of over 500 vacant cyber security jobs in the immediate area		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The State needs to generate broad constituent support for enhanced regional MARC/Amtrak rail service, connecting to Wilmington and Philadelphia		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		There is very limited rail station service in the area if you want to use the trains to go the Airport. This limits our effectiveness to strengthen our economic ties to the larger metropolitan areas		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The State needs to provide funding and support for Route 40 road improvements. The County could use State assistance in preparing a US 40 Corridor Redevelopment Plan, which is recommended as one of the strategies in HarfordNext		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		Aberdeen continues to implement its Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Master Plan, having nearly completed the National Historic Preservation Action (NHPA) Section 106 review of the existing Aberdeen train stations and the proposed Station Square Plazas and Pedestrian Underpass improvement plans 
     The City of Aberdeen recently received nearly $800,000 for station area improvements 
     The City will continue to need county, state and federal support to ultimately upgrade the Aberdeen station to accommodate high speed rail traffic and vibrant TOD area		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County supports State efforts to designate the Edgewood Station area as a State TOD site would like to see a similarly planned TOD area for the Edgewood Station area		MDOT

		Communication		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Want to be informed of process for, progress of, and all decisions made regarding the Bay Bridge crossing.		MDOT

		Community		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has good planning, good town planning, strong rural preservation, good place to live and work. 		All

		Community		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Vibrant arts and cultural community.		DHCD

		Community		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Most residents are very happy with the County. “If it ain’t broke don’t fix it”.		All

		Community		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown is converting railbeds to trails.
 Presents a problem because the trail passes through ag land. Farmers are hesitant about this and the potential for incompatible farming practices (ie. spraying).
 Town wants to extend the trails to Wharton, where schools are located.		MDOT

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Kent County Conservation and Preservation Alliance is prominent.
 Well educated and organized.
   Completely oppose a bay bridge crossing.
 		MDOT

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County is very good at saying “No”.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County needs micro changes, nothing big, things are going well. County will send list of small projects that could have a big impact.  		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		One Maryland doesn’t work, need to recognize uniqueness of different areas of the State. Support local maritime uses, support agriculture, support work against sprawl.		Commerce

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		More de-regulation and flexibility to maximize economic development of existing marinas.		Commerce

		Demographics		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown’s growth is level. Today, the population of Kent County is similar to what it was in 1812.		All

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is the number one economic driver in the County, it is the primary resource and industry. (Reiterated many times by participants).		MDA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Dixon Valve development and expansion is a great example of the kind of economic development the County is looking for.
 State grants came through the Town of Chestertown.
 Effective Town and County partnership, with significant assistance from the Maryland Department of Planning Regional Planner.
 Kent is a small County, but it appreciated the attention from the State that this project received.
 		DHCD

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has targeted areas for growth and development and resisted change to agriculture areas.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need to embrace technology – solar and wind projects in the right locations.		MEA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County will mostly see incremental small growth in local businesses vs. some large employer coming into the County. 		All

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture, scenic rural landscapes and historic heritage are the County’s greatest assets.		MDA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Getting types of jobs appropriate for County is critical. Large high-density employers will not come to the County need to support local and small businesses.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Schools and hospital are anchors of community and need to be grown and supported. Hospital is in danger of closing, all births are in hospitals outside of County.		MDH

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Business investment is tied to jobs and schools.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a lot of interest in the new Chestertown marina and in the Dixon Valve project, but also for preserving rural land.		MDA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Biggest employers are the hospital, Dixon Valve, and Washington College.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Even incremental improvements make a big difference in Kent County.		All

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Potential for equestrian industry and major facility.
 Marina industry is very important.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need a little flexibility with environmental regulations, especially because they have preserved much ag land.		MDE

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has unique maritime and land environment, including bald eagles, and vibrant arts and culture. 		All

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		People value Kent’s natural resources.
 Would be detrimental for the State to overly streamline regulations and development processes.
 Must balance needs.		DNR

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Sustainable growth planned along the northern 301 corridor, need help with infrastructure to encourage local business to grow and expand. Wetlands and sewer issues are constraints.
 Could be a vital asset for the County and raise local income levels.		MDE

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need help with environmental regulations WIP, TMDL. Secretary Grumbles has been a big help to the County. 		MDE

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Sometimes, where appropriate faster more streamlined permitting should be used. 		MDE

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rural land should not be defined as open land, it is being actively used.		MDA

		Funding		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need funding for small local development projects.		DHCD

		Funding		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Help with retaining hospital. 		MDH

		General		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County is a destination.
 People drive through Cecil County (I-95) and Queen Anne’s County (To Ocean City) but they come to Kent County for a specific purpose.		MDOT

		General		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County embraces technology.
 First to take on solar farms, which pay for their own wastewater infrastructure operations.		All

		General		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assets
 Agriculture and Ag Preservation
 History
 Cultural Resources
 Support for Waterman culture
 Environment
 Heritage and Historic Resources
 Bay Resources
 Domestic Food Production
 Aquaculture
 		All

		General		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		      Challenges
 Potential Bay Bridge Crossing (Mentioned 10 + times)
 Preservation
  Jobs
  Balance
  Healthcare. Hospital needs to remain open
 Diversity in representation
 Flight of youth and young families
 Need safe bike path to Worton
 Infrastructure
 Funding for new restaurants and a commercial kitchen 		All

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Internet service critical. County has invested $6m of its own money into internet. 		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need better cell phone coverage.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Smart Growth policies to direct growth to Towns, hurt the County, don’t hold us back from allowing low density residential development in rural areas.
 Doesn’t work in smaller less dense counties.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County doesn’t have a population density that makes water and sewer infrastructure projects efficient, sensible, and affordable.
 Challenged in meeting its Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) requirements.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Attracting small business to expand need help with infrastructure. 		All

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County supports fixing local rail where it supports agriculture and also converting rails to trails where possible.  		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Support Chester River Blvd. By-pass and new Chester River bridge. By-pass will not hurt Chestertown as the town is a destination and pass through traffic hurts the City. The Chester River Blvd. is the County’s highest transportation priority.   		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Challenge is a lack of infrastructure buildout to support economic development projects such as Dixon Valve. 
 There is no population growth to plan for, so infrastructure falls behind.		All

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concern about the biggest wind turbines over 500 feet in height.		MEA

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Working on a smart city plan.		All

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Bury phone lines in in Downtown Chestertown Historic District. Would require significant state agency assistance.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown water and sewer lines need to be replaced.		MDE

		Mapping Support and Data		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Better economic data on agriculture and agricultural data needs to be provided in order to demonstrate the economic strength and positive impact of agriculture and supporting industries. Limited available date doesn’t paint a complete picture of the County’s economy.		MDA

		Mapping Support and Data		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		The equivalent of the Tourism Impact Report, but for agriculture, hasn’t been completed since 2008. An updated one is needed.		MDA

		Mapping Support and Data		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Input drives decisions.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		      Continue interjurisdictional cooperation with PFA’s, Septic Tiers, PPA’s etc. 		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		More collaboration with feasibility and impact studies, such as, the Queen Anne’s County Northern 301 Traffic Study. The state could help jurisdictions work together on these.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need for Middletown Bypass impact study.		MDOT

		Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown is proud of its comprehensive plan
 The public mobilized for it and for other planning issues
 Anticipating a plan update next year.
 		All

		Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County just completed its comprehensive plan update (March 2018).
 Stressed importance of agriculture and large contiguous tracts of land.
  Prosperity of agriculture is very important to the County and supports its tourism industry.
 		MDA

		Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Want sustainable growth.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County will be updating its Comprehensive plan (March 2018) stressing agriculture as the preferred land use, supporting tourism, and expansion of local employers where appropriate.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County and Queen Anne’s County have historically disagreed on the new Chester River Bridge project crossing into Queen Anne’s County; however it is now believed that Queen Anne’s County is not against the project.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent does not want a Bay Bridge crossing coming through the County. 

		State Agencies		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown Marina and Dixon Valve good examples of State agencies working together to solve issues.		Commerce

		State Agencies		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Better collaboration within and among State agencies. 		All

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		MDP can help with technical studies such as the 301 corridor. Bringing groups together, being more inclusive and having a regional approach.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Designing infrastructure.		All

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Create State Navigator positions to help local government staff and residents get to right agency for help or assistance. 		All

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Like circuit riders, develop local plans and studies.  		All

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		      Facilitate collaboration between Counties and towns – roads, economic development etc. 		All

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		      Help get teachers and doctors to come to County. 		All

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		With the hospital.
 Currently all meetings of the hospital board are in Easton and decisions are Easton centric.		MDH

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County and Queen Anne’s County have historically disagreed on the Chester River Blvd. project however it is believed that Queen Anne’s County is no longer against the project.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County does not want a Bay Bridge crossing coming through County. 
 Concerned about Bill that would overturn existing law that five of nine Eastern Shore Counties need to approve any toll road. This was mentioned a few times.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concerned with increase traffic from Middletown, DE by-pass.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Active railbed in Kent County is currently updating. Southern States is putting in new rail spurs.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Transportation drives land use.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Desire for Chester River Boulevard alternate for Route 213.
 Chester River Bridge is strained.
 Too much traffic in the National Landmark Historic District.
 Public safety issue. EMS services disrupted with bridge closure.
 Would be positive for economic development.
 If designed correctly, and the County holds firm on land use, then the negative affect on downtown businesses could be avoided.
 Chestertown is a destination, not a pass through. People come there on purpose.		MDOT

		What the County is Missing		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Upgrade schools. 		All

		What the County is Missing		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Improve hospital and hospital services. 		MDH

		Youth		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		        Biggest export is children due to lack of jobs. County is aging because children don’t stay.		All

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Organizations are most effective in promoting positive change because they can speak for the citizens. The volunteer agricultural land preservation programs have been a real plus to the County and State		All

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has a good balance of land uses with good agriculture preservation and development along Route 50 Kent Island/Narrows area 		All

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County needs to update its comprehensive plan		MDP

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		County needs more workforce housing 		DHCD

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has a burgeoning aging population, and they are seeing an increased need for retirement communities.  This aging population also needs older adult support services. Unfortunately, senior services are diminishing and transit services to doctor appointments cannot go across the Bay Bridge. So, some older citizens have to move because of the difficulty in getting needed services		MDOT

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The tier map legislation does not appear to work for Queen Anne’s County. The County doesn’t have tier maps because of existing subdivision regulations 		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has 80,000 in preservation, with zoning and Transfer of Development Rights (TDR’s) and development capacity of 1 house per 8 acres. The tier map is not appropriate for the County and impedes sustainable growth 		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The tier map appears to negatively impact our ability to promote use of our local transfer of development rights program. While it technically may not impact the County’s TDR program, there is a perception that the County’s TDR program is no longer viable		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Septics Law (Growth Tiers) has been harmful to local land preservation programs because it has placed a cap on subdivisions to 7 lots and may inhibit the county’s use of noncontiguous transfer of development rights. This has hurt farmers land values. Land values is an important issue for farmers that need to rely on the value of the land to finance agricultural operations. Land values have dropped from $10,000 - $12,000 per acre to $6,000 - $6,500 an acre as a result of the Septic Law’s restrictions on the development potential of agriculture land		MDA

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There needs to be some consideration given to redefining Priority Funding Areas (PFA’s) and sewer service to rural jurisdictions that have density less than 3.5 dwelling units (du’s) per acre. The PFA Law eligibility needs to be more flexible to accommodate different regions of Maryland		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is very little capacity for sustainable growth in the County because of land use limitations, such as agriculture preservation, Critical Areas, and areas that don’t meet the minimum PFA density requirement. This leaves very little room in a County where the existing urban build out is 1 – 2 houses per acre. We need exemptions from the PFA process not exceptions. Having to go through the PFA exception process has delayed the construction of critical infrastructure (e.g., Rt. 304 overpass) from being started or completed as quickly as possible 		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		PFA Law’s density requirement of 3.5 du’s per acre is too high for rural area. Allowing lower density cluster development can preserve the rural character and still avoid spreading out development. One size does not all - rural and urban areas		MDP

		Demographics		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County relies heavily on MDP’s State Data Center for Census statistics, data interpretation, and analysis		MDP

		Demographics		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County coordinates with MDP on property mapping to ensure local maps are in sync with state tax maps		MDP

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Queen Anne’s County has a fairly diverse economy, and we would like to continue strengthening all sectors		Commerce

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The State should provide mediators, so that in difficult development and land use cases the community and developer would not have to spend large amounts of money and years on conflict. It is usually preservation v. development. The State could play a role in helping resolve the issues		MDP

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has very low unemployment and most people work outside of the County. Queen Anne’s is a bedroom community and needs to get more jobs in the County		Commerce

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The poultry industry is very important to the County’s economy. The regulations on chicken houses seem to be getting excessive  		MDE

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Economic development is dependent upon growth in industrial areas. These areas need adequate infrastructure such as water, sewer, roads, and broadband. Need State support in supplying this infrastructure		Commerce

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a need for more planning resources to prepare communities to accommodate new businesses. Small towns do not have sewer or water capacity, but before they can get State funding for the infrastructure they need to do the upfront planning on what future demands would be		MDE

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is major economic driver in the County that needs to be supported		MDA

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		More funding is needed for land preservation and the restoration of funds need to go back to Program Open Space (POS) and land preservation programs		DNR

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Land preservations programs are needed to discourage the loss of farmland to development. Fragmentation of farmland is also a real concern and makes it difficult to stay in farming		MDA

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The septic Best Available Technology (BAT) requirements and the critical areas restrictions need to be reviewed. Our waterfront properties are the most valuable properties we have, and these regulations make it difficult to accommodate an important component to our tax base, while still ensuring environmentally responsible development		MDE

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The step system for sewer service is a good success story, and has won EPA awards. This is a good best practices model		MDE

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		For coastal jurisdictions, sea level rise could be a critical issue and the State should be involved in helping jurisdictions determine an appropriate response. There needs to be some flexibility to allow for some development on properties and not prohibit development on the entire property		DNR

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to look at the Critical Areas growth allocation process 		DNR

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Irrigation systems and the use of water has been a major concern		MDE

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		More funding is needed for land preservation and the restoration of funds need to go back to Program Open Space (POS) and land preservation programs. Land preservations programs are needed to discourage the loss of farmland to development		DNR

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The broad-brush planning approach doesn’t work. One size does not fit all. The State should not pass laws that affect everyone equally when jurisdictions are so different, especially rural areas  		All

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Adequate health care needs to be addressed for the Eastern Shore. It has been difficult to get the certificate of need for additional beds. There is need for a full service hospital in the area. The current hospitals to the north and south of the County are being converted into emergency clinic facilities. For more severe emergency care, patients have to be transported to the Western Shore, which is costly and often blocked by Bay Bridge traffic. This is a regional issue. There are also shortages in EMS staffing in the County		MDH

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Funding pension plans is creating a fiscal problem for local jurisdictions. The shifting of the financial burden to counties, to cover the cost of teachers’ pensions, cuts into the available county resources to fund other local obligations		All

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Maryland Emergency Management Agency has had a lot of changes in directors, and this has made it difficult for smaller jurisdictions to get assistance 		All

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assets 
 Bay 
 People
 Friendly Helpful Families – farms – rivers – water (bay)
 Magnetic environment that attracts people and jobs due to the beauty of the area
 Unique identity and a sense of place		All

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Challenges
#1 Traffic
 Bay Bridge
 Delaware Connector 301 corridor, Rt. 8, 213 through traffic		All

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		#2 Bay		All

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		#3 Growth and #4 Development
 Need responsible growth
 Losing our identity, loss of uniqueness
 Need to stick to what was planned and not change – stick to Comprehensive Plan. The Plan’s recommendations are not being implemented. There is a need to follow-up on the Plan’s recommendations
 It is difficult to move forward on Kent Island plans
 Need more family owned businesses and restaurants, 
 Threat to the Bay and pollution in Corsica River
 Need better communication between the State and the County
 Meeting the stormwater requirements for the SHA project in Centreville is challenging
 SHA has been unprepared and unresponsive to the need for more coordination regarding the Delaware road improvements. There is a need for more coordination with the regional Metropolitan Planning Organizations, i.e.., BMC and WILMAPCO
 Utilities are not in place for development, such as the expansion of sewer around Queenstown. Existing pipes are antiquated and cannot support growth  
 Lack of Connectivity.  Road designs do not accommodate pedestrians.  State, county and town roads are not well connected.  Similarly, pedestrian paths are not planned and designed to be connected and support alternative modes of travel
 The State Plan needs to address the coordination of connectivity with Delaware and the 301 road improvements to ensure proper design continuity to avoid bottlenecks		All

		Infrastructure		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Broadband is a critical need in the County. Although schools and libraries are connected, when the children take computers home, they cannot hook up to the internet. The last mile of getting the broadband internet access to residence and businesses is too expensive		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Developers need to provide more infrastructure. They need to be more proactive and putt infrastructure in place prior to development 		All

		Infrastructure		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County needs better pedestrian and bicycle connections		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There needs to be better cooperation between State and local jurisdictions		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There needs to be more incentives to increase state-local collaboration – to grease the wheels		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Create a catalog of realistic solved problems, i.e. Best Practices		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		What is the status of State Stat?		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a need for greater inter-jurisdictional collaboration on watershed protection efforts, particularly associated with Watershed Improvement Plan (WIP)implementation		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County and towns need to work on quality of the schools. particularly for lower-income families		All

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to tell us what is going to happen to Route 18, 301 – Middletown By-pass and third Bay Bridge 		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Roads are hurting growth in the County, and are impacting resident’s ability to move about. The traffic is severely impacting quality of life issues on Kent Island/Kent Narrows		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The third Bay Bridge crossing is critical and needed. The County would support the crossing in Queen Anne’s County. The bridge needs to stay open and unconstrained as possible; 70% of the County’s workforce travels outside the county to their jobs		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to get its act together on roads. There needs to be a consistent position on the third Bay Bridge, MD 213, MD 301 by-pass, etc. In the past at the Consolidated Transportation Plan (CTP) tour, MDOT ignored our comments		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There needs to be greater cooperation and sharing of traffic count information to improve transportation planning. The County had to install its own traffic counters because the State was unwilling to share information		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Centerville road improvements and coordination with the City water & sewer lines is not being handled correctly

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Bay Bridge is our single biggest issue. Traffic is trapping people in their homes. This needs to be resolved, especially considering a 20 – 30-year time frame 		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Consider promoting more commuting centers to reduce commuting and traffic congestion		MDOT

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Very proud of the Smith Island Vision Plan and the interjurisdictional and intergovernmental collaboration that went into it		MDP

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Significant history and heritage in Somerset County, which draws people to live and visit		MDP

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Income disparity in Worcester and Somerset Counties is major issue that needs to be addressed		DHCD

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Remoteness from the city is a plus for the County. This leads to a different mindset with a physical separation. The nature of the County is rural and friendly		All

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Somerset community has a good relationship between different races, and its diversity is a strength		All

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The traditional waterman culture is a unique resource		DNR

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Poverty is high in the County and there is a lack of knowledge of and access to services and programs that could help		All

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The grass roots actions of individual citizens affect positive change in the community because it helps bridge gaps		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cost of code compliance to meet state regulations is high
 Fire and sprinkler systems (mentioned in two meetings)
   Yet there is an exception for mobile homes, which doesn’t make sense
 Interiors of structures: sometimes façade improvement money for the exterior of structures is available, but not funds to make improvements to the interior of structures. When someone makes a certain level of improvement, dependent upon the assessed value of a structure, it may kick in additional costs and requirements such as floodplain or sprinkler
 Lead abatement
 1 hr & 2 hr fire separation walls
 This high cost makes it very hard to redevelop and revitalize downtowns		DHCD

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Flood insurance hinders building (mentioned by a few participants)		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Have heard of and are concerned about new regulations for chicken farming		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Septic requirements for critical area housing are too stringent and hinder development		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Stormwater regulations should not apply to flat Somerset topography. Would like this conveyed to MDE. MDE should not use the same standards in Somerset that they use in parts on the western shore. MDE needs to be more flexible		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		More flexibility with historic tax credit program is needed		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Critical Areas regulation has limited development and redevelopment		DNR

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The agricultural and water economy, traditional economic drivers in the County, have fallen off		MDA

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Lack of jobs is a big issue		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		New vocational school going into Westover will be a game changer and the County is very excited about it 		DLLR

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Grassroots cultivation and harvesting of seafood is the greatest value		DNR

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Economic and employment opportunities are lacking		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Too many people do not earn living wages		All

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Lack of a tax base and private investment		All

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Economy is the number one area to focus on in Somerset County because it supports other aspects such as environment and housing. Will also improve property maintenance and enhance cultural opportunities 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Business investment will affect positive change in the community by demonstrating that the community is alive, bringing up the tax base, inspiring confidence, and supporting new infrastructure		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The state development plan should focus primarily on economic development and revitalization. It could potentially do this by promoting tax incentives, grants, and partnerships		DHCD

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The lack of available natural gas is significant impediment to economic development in Somerset County  		MEA

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Youth are leaving the County because they can’t find jobs or easy access to goods and services		Commerce

		Environment		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Abundance of critical area and wetlands hurts development in the County		DNR

		Environment		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Many coastal areas are actively flooding. The land is compromised for farming and housing, especially in the lower lying impoverished areas. For example, most of Deal Island		DNR

		Environment		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		No curbside recycling is a problem		MDE

		Environment		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The quality of the environment affects the entire state, so a state development plan should address it		MDE

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Somerset County and its municipalities, which are financially challenged, need more grant funding		DBM

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County hasn’t fully recovered since the recession		All

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need for more simplified and streamlined application for accessing funding. Often must pay someone so much to fill out an application that the amount of the grant award is not worth it		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Hard to score well on grants with such a small County population		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Preliminary engineering for grants is expensive and small municipalities don’t have funding for it		MDOT

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ironic that a friendly engineer who provides an estimate for free to support a grant application is made ineligible for hiring if grant is awarded. Hard to come by many engineers in small communities. Perhaps state technical assistance in this area could be provided		MDOT

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The formatting of applications and reports (e.g. Maryland DHCD and USDA) is not consistent. It would help if they could be more similar and replicable		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Hurricane Sandy led to significant funding		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		State should provide additional funding to adaptively reuse all the armories that localities were stuck with. The only funding is through MHT and it is too expensive for a municipality to maintain the structures on their own		MDP

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Please set funding aside for expanding Greenwood Elementary School		All

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Funding is the basis for everything (schools, community initiatives) and the state development plan should focus on funding sources and timelines		All

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Restoration of Highway User Revenue funding		MDOT

		Housing		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to promote affordable housing, but State regulations make it more expensive		DHCD

		Housing		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Community housing is not the answer. Affordable family housing is needed		DHCD

		Housing		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to help those in substandard housing. In great need of direct and easily accessible assistance		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need more collaboration between state agencies when roadwork is being completed. All infrastructure improvements should be completed at the same time		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Limited cellular and internet service		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Water and sewer infrastructure is prohibitively expensive		MDE

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Lack of broadband and natural gas for business recruitment		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Somerset needs infrastructure investment to compete statewide, specifically natural gas, which stops at Salisbury. Many employers say they cannot open shop in the County without natural gas. The County could put development where it wants it to go if it had natural gas infrastructure		MEA

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Sanitary Commission expressed concern that MDE has limited their ability to implement projects		MDE

		Mapping Support and Data		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		More GIS training would be helpful		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		There is a need for mapping assistance to identify blighted housing in the mid-shore area for code enforcement and housing rehabilitation assistance		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Transportation is a big interjurisdictional issue		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		State development plan could help ensure that the park system is consistent and of high standards across jurisdictions (maintenance, safety, venues)		DNR

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Only six building permits for new single-family residential development issued in County in 2016!!		All

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Crisfield is almost entirely in the floodplain, which makes permitting complicated and expensive		DHCD

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Planning and Zoning are rationales for giving citizens the run around and putting up red tape and developing long waiting lists 		MDP

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		      The County wants to grow smartly, but it needs infrastructure for that		All

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		More flexibility on Historic Tax Credits
 Maryland Historical Trust staff is great, but they cannot always make something work under their own requirements
 Section 106 standards are very tough. How can we modify them?
 Are there state funds available to help meet these standards?
 		MDP

		Public Services		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Community outreach and service are lacking in Somerset County. This leads to limited opportunity for basic assistance, transportation, community organization, and helping those in poverty		DHCD

		Public Services		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		      Majority of civil servant groups are self-serving and biased		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Maintain and/or increase access to Regional Planning staff		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		DNR and DHCD worked well together to assist the town in providing information for the local comprehensive plan		MDP

		State Agencies		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Maryland Department of the Environment is a roadblock in Somerset. Priority Funding Areas are also a problem. Would like Planning to help with this		MDE

		State Agencies		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		There is not always a positive view of the State in Somerset County		All

		State Agencies		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The state development plan should facilitate greater collaboration across the board		All

		Training and Education		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need for training at regional locations such as in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Historic Tax Credit Financing		MDP

		Training and Education		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The University of the Eastern Shore “attracts” much, much less financial support than the University of Maryland Baltimore Campus. Why?		MHEC

		Training and Education		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Schools are key to improving the economy. The perception of Somerset public schools is that they are poor quality		All

		Transportation		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Mayor of Crisfield is working with the Department of Natural Resources and the State Highway Administration to allow for unlimited golf cart access in town; especially from the marina, so people can make it all the way to Food Lion. This was a big topic during the MDOT tour meeting, but MDOT has a concern with safety		MDOT

		Transportation		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		You need a car to get around. Transit is limited with fewer bus runs		MDOT

		Transportation		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need more intermodal options and ways to connect to population centers		MDOT

		Community		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s development is not very walkable.		MDOT

		Community		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Along FDR Boulevard (in Lexington Park), the County is paying for sidewalk improvements.		MDOT

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Great volunteers from all organizations, but it’s often hard to get people to commit to volunteering.		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Hard to fill positions for Historic Preservation Board, Planning Commission, Board of Appeals.		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		There are several great volunteer organizations in the County that are making positive change, i.e., “Christmas in April.” This volunteer organization assists needy families with essential home repairs year-round. There are other great organizations in the areas, such as the United Way, St. Mary’s River Watershed Association, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, volunteer fire departments, and the Lions Club.		All

		Concern over Growth Tier Map requirements		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The northern part of the county doesn’t have the same development issues as the rest of the county. The Septic Law has stymied growth in the county.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map requirements		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		We need to grow outside the County’s Development District. We can’t go to a tiered septic system because of all the Critical Areas and unbuildable land in the county.		DNR

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		More State bureaucracy has been forced upon the county.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		County does not want water and sewer mandates.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The PFA was shoved down our throats.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		We can’t plan our own growth; we have to rely on the State.		All

		Demographics		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The senior population will increase 250% by 2030.		DHCD

		Economic Development		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Economic development and a clean environment go hand in hand. St. Mary’s needs jobs and a good economy to pay for open space and a clean environment.		Commerce

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s natural environment is the County’s biggest asset.		DNR

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s County has 467 square miles of land and 550 miles of Critical Area shoreline. This is a barrier for development of the County.		DNR

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Green energy is problematic. Subsidizing wind turbines and solar panels cost taxpayers’ money.		MEA

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Renewable energy goals are problematic (too high).		MEA

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Oystermen who put their cages along the shoreline in public waterways are negatively impacting property owner’s waterfront views during low tide.		DNR

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The Department of Natural Resources is an industrial complex, promoting oyster farming.		DNR

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s has a lot of Resource Conservation Area, at a ratio of 1:20 acres, which is already preserved.		DNR

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Water and sewer infrastructure is problematic with the County’s unique geography and soils, primarily rural.		MDE

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Landfills are a big challenge facing the County.		MDE

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Concerned that the federal budget will stop funding Chesapeake Bay cleanup efforts.		MDE

		Funding		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		A Better Maryland should address funding for local initiatives.		All

		General		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		After Terrapin Run, planning became so much more important.		MDP

		General		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		A Better Maryland should address technical assistance.		MDP

		Housing		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		There is not enough affordable housing for everyone who needs it.		DHCD

		Housing		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Housing is the most important quality of life issue because it affects people of all ages.		DHCD

		Infrastructure		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Mapping of broadband coverage through the Maryland Broadband Cooperative is not complete.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		ESRI GIS mapping is not always useable, more attention is needed to include layers that are relevant to our needs.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s wants to have a public GIS system comparable to PGAtlas.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Many small jurisdictions cannot afford GIS licenses or do not have the skilled technicians.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		People come from other counties to shop here (because we have big box stores), but don’t pay taxes to help support the services used by the retail visitors.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Crime and safety are issues here as well.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		There is a concern about a Cove Point disaster potential, and there are only a few evacuation routes out of the County.		MDOT

		Public Services		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		SDAT and Veterans Affairs offices should be made available locally and not have to travel to Baltimore to get these services.		DGS

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s 2017 rural county populations don’t equal Prince George’s County, so we don’t have the (funding base for) water and sewer infrastructure.”		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s County is not Baltimore City. It has unique issues and mandates should be made with rural counties in mind.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		State rules don’t fit well for St. Mary’s County.		All

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s County is growing rapidly with many transportation choke points.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The County lost significant Highway User Revenue, and have not been able to maintain roads as needed.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		MDOT needs to assist with better transportation in the county.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Traffic on the Thomas Johnson Bridge is not going to get any better, especially when the bicycle lane is between two merging lanes. This is very dangerous.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		There are bottlenecks from St. Mary’s into Charles on Highways 5 and 235.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Highway 301 bridge gets priority because it has a $2 toll.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Transportation is the County’s biggest challenge.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Transportation is a difficult problem to solve, Pax River military base is a huge generator of military traffic.
 Transportation congestion around the military base is almost like DC at 3 pm.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Scheduled transportation options are needed by all age groups (i.e. buses for school activities, etc.).		MDOT

		Community		Washington County		Western Maryland		There are blighted, empty storefronts in several of communities that can use state assistance.		DHCD

		Community		Washington County		Western Maryland		The factors that affect a high quality of life in Washington County are the schools and the economy/jobs.		Commerce

		Community		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County’s local community groups and organizations, like the volunteer fire departments and churches, have the most impact in promoting positive change.  Local governments are also important in making positive change.		All

		Community		Washington County		Western Maryland		There needs to be balance of promoting growth in the towns and cities and supporting the quality of life in rural areas.		All

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County has not adopted a Tier Map.  When the Septics Laws (SB236) was introduced, Washington County’s BOCC looked at what MDP’s mapping guidance recommended for Growth Tiers and decided it could not support a Tier Map like that.  Several years ago, the County staff prepared a draft Tier Map, but, MDP indicated it did not comply with the Septic Law’s mapping requirements because County’s comprehensive plan and zoning policy statements conflicted what was proposed on the Tier Map.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County will be revisiting the Growth Tier Map issued during the upcoming comprehensive plan update.  We want to comply with the Septics Law, but want to also address local priorities.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Washington County		Western Maryland		The Septic Bill has created problems for Washington County’s land preservation programs. The values of easement appraisals have dropped dramatically.  Additionally, the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation will only pay 75% of the fair market value.  We will provide MDP the hard data that shows the before and after effect of SB236 on easement appraisals.		MDA

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Washington County		Western Maryland		Time and paperwork to prepare settlement documents for land preservation easements is too lengthy and cumbersome.  The appraisal reports are much lengthier and costlier than prior to the Septic Law.		MDA

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Washington County		Western Maryland		Local farmers that have historically farmed in Maryland are now farming in Pennsylvania and West Virginia because Maryland over regulates farming, such as applying manure to fields.		MDA

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		Local planning staff expressed concern whether there was a need to incorporate PlanMaryland’s planning areas into the preparation of local comprehensive plans currently underway		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		There is concern that State law treats county and municipal comprehensive plans differently and that counties do not have to prepare plans to the level of detail that municipalities do, particularly in preparing Municipal Growth Elements and designation of growth areas.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		The 5-year development restriction on newly annexed property that is rezoned by the municipality to a higher density than the county needs to be addressed.  It doesn’t make sense to penalize the municipality when the State’s smart growth principles encourage us to concentrate development in areas served by water/sewer service. 		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County is currently working to update our Forest Conservation Regulations, which is also difficult to match State requirements with local priorities.		DNR

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should recognize that Maryland’s counties and municipalities are planning better today than they ever have.  It may be time to look at planning-related laws to see if they need to be amended or repealed.		MDP

		Economic Development		Washington County		Western Maryland		The Western Maryland Rail Trail and the C & O Tow Path are important economic development and recreational resources for the County.		DNR

		Economic Development		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should address how to promote good land use planning and economic development.		MDP

		Economic Development		Washington County		Western Maryland		The widening of I-81 is a critical issue that needs to be addressed, from an economic development and a traffic congestion/safety perspective.		MDOT

		Environment		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County is very proud of its land preservation program; saving a significant portion of the county’s agricultural and natural resource lands.  The County has committed significant resources toward its agricultural land preservation program, with more property owners interested in participating than there is money available to purchase easements.		MDA

		Environment		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County has a land preservation goal of 50,000 acres out of a total of 300,000 acres in the County.  At this point, the County has about 31,000 acres preserved with around $80 million to date received from all sources and invested into programs.  		MDA

		Environment		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County’s land preservation program is more popular with local farmers and the residents in rural areas, and probably less popular with some local government officials.		MDA

		Environment		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County has seen a fourfold return in the local economy for every dollar spent in land preservation.		MDA

		Funding		Washington County		Western Maryland		Upgrading sewers is extremely costly, but it does provide significant economic development opportunities.  Local governments need the continued support from the State to make these improvements.		MDE

		Funding		Washington County		Western Maryland		Community facilities are under staffed and in need of equipment, particularly police and fire staffing/services.  The cost of training volunteer fireman is becoming cost prohibitive, forcing communities to hire EMS and fire professionals.		All

		Funding		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should also address protection of the environment and public health and safety concerns.		MDE

		Funding		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should address funding and regulations to help get infrastructure built.		DBM

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		We appreciate the opportunity to have our local issues heard through these listening sessions.		All

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		The unique local needs of our communities should be acknowledged in the preparation of in the State Development Plan		All

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		The opioid drug problem is a safety concern even in rural areas like Washington County		MDH

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County’s Assets: Natural resources – for bird watching, fishing & hiking; historic preservation/heritage areas; cultural amenities; and its beautiful landscapes. The greatest strengths of Washington County are: the work ethic of its people; the natural areas; its historic resources like the C & O Canal and the Antietam Battlefield; and the county’s rich history.		DNR

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County’s Challenges: Preserving historic sites; providing safe and affordable housing; addressing drug and crime problems; preserving “dark skies;” and addressing the “hodge-podge” of development (too many zoning exceptions?).  The most pressing issues facing the County are: Jobs and paying a living wage; economic development; competition with other states (Pennsylvania to the north & West Virginia to the south) in the areas of taxes; 50% the county’s work force is leaving the county for jobs outside the county [Mack Truck & Volvo 60% live outside of Washington County]; PA does not tax retirement income, such as pensions; people are leaving Washington County and moving to Pennsylvania; and politics		Commerce

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		Both Hagerstown and Washington County planning staffs indicated their appreciation for MDP’s regional planner technical assistance and encouraged its continued support.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Washington County		Western Maryland		Taxation
 Maryland’s tax structure is a problem with its double taxation on people living in municipalities.
 Makes it difficult to attract developers to the city.  Virginia has separate taxing authority for its cities versus its counties.  Hagerstown is interested in learning how tax sharing arrangements that exist between a county and its municipalities in other parts of the state.
 It would be beneficial if taxes could be separated to what services are used in the city by its residents and outsiders versus what services are used in the county alone.  There is nothing noticeable being done in the city with county tax dollars.  Even though there is currently some reduction of county taxes for tax payers in the city – it is still not equitable.
 		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Washington County		Western Maryland		The City of Hagerstown has all the low-income housing in the county, 20% of all housing units in the city. The concentration of poverty in the city makes it very difficult to provide municipal services without the help from the county to offset the financial burden.		DHCD

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Washington County		Western Maryland		There is a mismatch between what Hagerstown is planning to serve with public water, and what Washington County has indicated would be in their growth area.		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Washington County		Western Maryland		There is a need for quick resolution of transportation concerns and the requirements associated with construction projects.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County’s merchants are competing with West Virginia retailers for alcohol sales due to Maryland’s higher sales tax versus West Virginia.  This is hurting retailers in Maryland.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Washington County		Western Maryland		Obtaining potable water withdrawal appropriation from the Potomac River is a long-term concern for the City of Hagerstown and Washington County.  This issue will need to be investigated in the County’s Water Resource Element.  But, it also raises a larger regional issue, since the Potomac River is the water source for multiple states and is subject to interstate collaboration/ coordination through the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (an advisory, non-regulatory interstate compact agency of the Potomac basin states of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia).		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Washington County		Western Maryland		Given its proximity, the County is competing with PA, WV and VA for development prospects.		Commerce

		State Agencies		Washington County		Western Maryland		State agencies that administer grant programs need to have a better understanding of the issues facing local governments and the people that potentially could benefit from these grants.		All

		State Agencies		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should address collaboration.  The Governor’s cabinet is working to improve state agency communication/collaboration.  Sharing of information, such as floodplain maps as an example.		All

		State Agencies		Washington County		Western Maryland		Hagerstown noted that it is getting conflicting messages from the state agencies.  The County Health Department (and MDE) are telling us that Hagerstown needs to serve rural areas with public water because of the karst geology.  But, state planning says the city is not supposed to serve rural areas because it’s low density residential.  Additionally, MDE is warning the city about over commitment on public water supply, given we may not have enough water available for the city and the immediate surrounding areas.		MDH

		State Agencies		Washington County		Western Maryland		There is a concern that state agencies may be too siloed, and there appears to be no communication among state agencies when conflict policies may exist and there is uncertainty what the priorities may be.  The State Plan should put forward the goals and mandates together in one voice. 		All

		State Agencies		Washington County		Western Maryland		There is also a need to coordinate issues with the federal agencies, since there as so many federal facilities in the area.		All

		Communication		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Maryland Department of Planning should share the A Better Maryland work plan with jurisdictions as it is completed. This will help with better local buy in later.		MDP

		Communication		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Establishing and maintaining forums for different groups ttalk is very important		All

		Community		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to plan for updating existing, but outdated communities (Retrofitting)
 How can the Maryland Department of Planning assist with this?		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		We need to develop ways to retain our younger folks in the community.		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need more people to volunteer, people whare passionate about their community and neighborhoods.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Provide feedback loops as plan is developed, keep people informed of progress.		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		There needs to be a paradigm shift from MDP telling locals what to do, to assisting local jurisdictions in meeting their goals. 		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Make sure the SDP has a harmonious impact on jurisdiction versus a prescriptive impact. 		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		WicomicCounty is doing what it is supposed tbe doing. 7 of 8 municipalities have already updated/adopted comprehensive plans, completing planning that was required and encouraged		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		State agencies should have to follow the requirements/ recommendations coming out of the SDP		All

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Sometimes local and state objectives are at odds		All

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The SDP should include economic staff as well as planners.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Economic development is critical.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		There needs to be greater flexibility in grant funding for local jurisdictions.  		DHCD

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The number one concern and challenge is providing jobs and employment.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		A good economy and jobs are a major contributor tthe quality of life.		Commerce

		Environment		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The number one asset is the environment, diversity of fishing, hunting, wildlife.		DNR

		Environment		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Clean water, clean air, open space all contribute ta healthy lifestyle.  		DNR

		Environment		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		State plan should address environment.		MDE

		Funding		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Funding should be made available to smaller jurisdictions. Perhaps a percent of a grant program could be dedicated to smaller jurisdictions.		All

		Funding		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Funding of local initiatives should be addressed in the State plan. Need to address unfunded mandates. Collaboration will help stretch resources and define issues. 		All

		Funding		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Grant money can be maximized by allowing jurisdictions to use it flexibly		All

		General		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The SDP should outline how the Maryland Department of Planning will coordinate with other state agencies		MDP

		General		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Growth is not nearly the problem it was in 2006		All

		General		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Mayor of Salisbury is doing a lot of good work in the community		All

		General		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to maintain the population in the smaller municipalities		All

		General		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Train Depot restoration project in Hebron is a big boon for the town		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		In many of the smaller municipalities the housing is not being maintained in good repair. It is difficult for smaller municipalities to ensure that housing is maintained.		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Home ownership needs to be strengthened with programs like revolving loan funds, street repair, façade improvements etc. 		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		More outreach about available resources needed		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Don’t want cookie cutter development. Need to redevelop older communities.		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		A lot of younger people are not interested in home ownership		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Financial incentives or microloans for housing improvements		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Conflict between those who can’t afford to remediate blight and those who want it removed		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Desire to make income distinct housing less a factor. It should not be obviously affordable housing		DHCD

		Housing		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Inclusive zoning is not likely in this area due to low growth demand		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		There needs to be better funding and solutions to address storm water management, especially in older communities that pre-date regulations.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		How do we make existing communities better? How do we retrofit and bring up to higher standards? Need State policy on existing communities.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to provide assistance to older communities. 		DHCD

		Infrastructure		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Hebron is having trouble with stormwater and drainage issues, but cannot afford to address them		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The largest interjurisdictional issues include environment, land preservation, and transportation. Communication needs tbe improved in order help address issues.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to establish common goals issues.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Air, water, environment, transportation, agriculture runoff cross jurisdictional boundaries. 		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		911 emergency response crosses jurisdictional lines.		All

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to address IT issues especially internet service to rural areas.  		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Salisbury has already bought in to the concept of State goals and plan compatibility with local jurisdictions.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County and municipalities plans are consistent and adhere to State goals.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		SDP should help jurisdictions meet their goals.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The SDP should determine what outreach other State agencies are conducting and how they are conducting the outreach, including a regional perspective and in some cases out of State perspective. 		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Use the MPO’s as model for regional cooperation and sharing of common issues.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Regional planners are a great asset to local jurisdictions. 		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Rails-to-trails program has worked well, as has refurbishing old rail stations. 		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Local government is cited as one of the top contributors to positive change.		All

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		In this area, the Delmarva connection/region is very important		All

		State Agencies		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The State needs a plan that all the various State agencies could follow. State agencies often have conflicting goals, better cooperation among the agencies is needed.		All

		State Agencies		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		How will MDP coordinate the SDP with other State agencies, inter State agency coordination is critical.		MDP

		State Agencies		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		State government is one of the top contributors to positive change. All parties need to be involved, local government can’t affect change on its own due to lack of resources. When business steps in there will be a greater impact. 		All

		State Agencies		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The State plan should address land use and growth issues through smart growth.  		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Technical assistance on obtaining grants, conducting plans and studies, affordable housing, developing regional solutions to issues, and cooperation among State agencies is needed.  		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Enhanced technical assistance is needed, there is a general need for planners in smaller jurisdictions that don’t have the resources. 		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Assistance with more technical parts of comprehensive plans, such as Water Resource Element and the Municipal Growth Element 		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Could use assistance navigating major projects like Blackwater		All

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		More assistance with Sustainable Communities designation and management		DHCD

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Opportunities arising out of Reinvest Maryland 2.0		All

		Communication		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		State needs to listen to the concerns and needs of local jurisdictions. These meetings are a good start and this dialogue needs to continue.		All

		Communication		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		State, local relationships are improving, more needs to be done. Good communication is how you get things done.		All

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		This is a unique County with a lot of diversity – rural to Ocean City, has good small towns.		All

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Its location near water, Ocean city, Assateague, Salisbury and the University, natural resources, and hospitals provides abundant assets.		All

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to preserve our unique quality of life and maintain the rural feel of small towns.		All

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City is a large City built on tourism.		Commerce

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The public has excellent access to Worcester elected officials.		All

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		People live in Worcester by choice because of the strong quality of life.		All

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Individual citizen action a big driver of positive change in community. For example, seeing more people wanting to get involved in the Arts and Entertainment District in Snow Hill.		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Lack of involved public anymore. Can’t get people to show up.		All

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The public may have just thrown its hands up.		All

		Concerns over Previous Mandates		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Relationship with the State has been strained in the past.		All

		Concerns over Previous Mandates		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		We appreciate the Governor’s bottom up approach in A Better Maryland.		All

		Concerns over Previous Mandates		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Local jurisdictions don’t need more regulations.		All

		Demographics		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City’s census classification underrepresents its true population in the context of seasonal residential impacts. This hinders access to grant funding because the demographics are skewed (mentioned a couple times).		MDP

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Snow Hill 
 Jobs need to move into town to support business.
 Needs more residents.
 Snow Hill’s new tag line: “Small Town, Big Adventure”
 		All

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Offer incentives to fix up businesses and homes.		DHCD

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Community legacy grants are great.		DHCD

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Festivals and folk festivals support tourism and attract people. 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Streamline process for getting businesses open, improve permitting.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Tourism a big driver of the local economy.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		 State could help promoting and funding festivals in small towns at an appropriate scale.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need more consistency in liquor board and food truck licensing across jurisdictions to best plan and promote festivals.		MDH

		Environment		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Open space and a clean environment will attract tourism.		DNR

		Environment		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		We need to preserve the transition from town to rural.		MDP

		General		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Want A Better Maryland to only be a tool and appreciate that it will not supersede any local authority. Suggestions, not mandates.		All

		General		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should address economic development, rural uses and agriculture, the environment, technical and legal support, and transportation.		All

		General		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Concern that, no matter what the state says, A Better Maryland will demand a lot of work for planning directors when responding to requests from the public and elected officials. 		All

		Infrastructure		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City is in a redevelopment phase and is very proud of its accomplishments; specifically, how it maintained funding for and upgraded its infrastructure over the years to support economic development and growth. Potential conflict between environmental concerns (eg. sea level rise) and Ocean City’s interest in redevelopment and economic development.		Commerce

		Mapping Support and Data		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Smaller jurisdictions need GIS support and access, which they cannot afford to develop on their own.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Want to have capacity to show developers what has happened in the community in the past 10 years and know where we are in real time without compromising security.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City and the County are working together on annexations.		MDP

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Streamline process for getting businesses open to improve permitting.		Commerce

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The public needs to be educated on permitting processes and how to submit an actionable application.		MDP

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Getting temporary liquor board permits is difficult at the County level.		All

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Worcester County is very proud of all the work it has done in house, its robust GIS program and support of municipalities, and the strong work of its technical building code staff.		All

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City just completed its Comprehensive Plan and its strategic plan includes making the City a first-class tourist destination and a year-round community with good transportation.  		All

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Planning needs to stay at the local level (mentioned multiple times). 		MDP

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Municipalities should be allowed to create their own aspirations, values, and goals.		All

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Worcester County is an example of good planning.		All

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County works closely with its municipalities and want this to be a model of how counties and the state can work together. 		All

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Jurisdictions need sustainable, incremental growth. 		All

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Impact fees have really helped.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		In this region, there is a lot of diversity among municipalities and their abilities that needs to be recognized.		All

		State Agencies		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		There needs to be better coordination between State agencies and local jurisdictions (mentioned a few times).		All

		State Agencies		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Jurisdictions don’t want a subservient relationship with the State. Municipalities want an equal, respectful partnership. Each community is finding its own way. End the stereotyping of this region.		All

		State Agencies		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should focus on how state agencies coordinate with each other and be modeled on coordination that is done at the local level.		All

		Technical Assistance		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Berlin wants assistance with developing long range growth areas and a greenbelt.		MDP

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Roads look better with landscaping.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Restore highway user fees to local jurisdictions.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Bikeways and trails need to be incorporated into planning.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dualization of Route 113 both an asset and a concern.
 Asset: Assist with tourism.
 Concern: Will increase access to sensitive areas.
 		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to get people off Route 113 and onto Route 13.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Access to Ocean City is very important, especially in emergency situations.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Snow Hill has very poor street conditions.		MDOT

		What the County is Missing		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Opening areas for development where appropriate.		All

		What the County is Missing		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Buildings in some of the smaller municipalities need repair and upgrading.		DHCD





Commerce

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Over the past 24 months, the City of Frostburg has seen 21 new or modified businesses locate in the City.		Commerce

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The State needs to not be a hindrance to promoting economic development.  Something is better than nothing. We want to be responsible, but growth needs to be a priority.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Economic stagnation is a concern.  It’s a multifaceted issue involving the need for improved city/county communication.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The economy and jobs drive everything else in the county.  Without a strong economy, you don’t have the resources to address all the other important quality of life factors.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is strategically located mid-way along I-68 corridor.  The county is doing an I-68 Target Industry study to examine redevelopment potential along the interchanges of I-68.  They are looking at issues such as visibility and access, and want to re-purpose some of the interchanges to promote redevelopment and attract new commercial businesses – such as hotels and restaurants.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The County has a well-developed fairgrounds activity program that is nearly year-round.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Access to broadband is very important concern in Allegany County, as it is in other rural parts of the state.  It is difficult to get information about whether a place can get access to broadband.  Maryland does have a project to get broadband service to all the industrial parks in Western Maryland.  But, outside of those parks, getting the “last mile” connection of broadband is difficult.  Internet service providers are not interested in providing the service to rural areas at a reasonable cost.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The Greater Cumberland Regional Airport is major economic resource and great opportunity to attract new businesses and good paying jobs, even though the regional airport is just across the border in West Virginia.		Commerce

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Allegany County		Western Maryland		West Virginia and Pennsylvania are competing to attract development with Allegany County.  But, people and businesses in WV and PA are coming to Cumberland and Allegany County to take advantage of our cultural amenities.		Commerce

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There are occasional development priority conflicts between Allegany County and Cumberland, which results in competition that does not benefit either one.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should recognize regional differences throughout the state.  Declining and negative growth parts of the state should have different standards than growing areas.  Meeting the same standards in Allegany County is hindering economic development, and we cannot compete on even playing field with Pennsylvania and West Virginia that don’t have to meet these requirements.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The State needs to not be a hindrance to promoting economic development.  Something is better than nothing. We want to be responsible, but growth needs to be a priority.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The strategic location of Allegany County is both a strength and weakness.  It’s centrally located and proximate to major urban centers in Maryland, Pennsylvania and West Virginia, but the county must compete with the less regulated states of PA and WV.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County supports the concept of more regional planning approach, recognizing the influences that West Virginia and Pennsylvania have on its economy. 		Commerce

		Communication		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The City is a great place to live and work and State government should say good things about the City 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore has historically been the economic driver of the state, and its residents are part of the success of the State		Commerce

		Economic Development		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Interested in prosperity and inclusiveness for everyone, so all boats rise		Commerce

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The redevelopment of State Center presents a great opportunity for both the State and the City 
     Thousands of Baltimore residents are very discouraged and frustrated by the lack of progress on this project
     Could lead to a $1.5 billion TOD investment in the heart of the City
     Plan had unprecedented community benefits package		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The State allowed a manufacturing company to move to Delaware, which resulted in the loss of 50 jobs, in Federalsburg. Conducted no outreach to the company encouraging them to stay.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		We want jobs, but not at any cost (this was reiterated many times)		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Encourage tourism of local history, beauty, and outdoor activities.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The population of the Eastern Shore has grown, but the economy hasn’t grown to match it.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Create tax-free zones in and around our small towns with empty and unused warehouses. Make them available to businesses compatible for safe and pollution-free industries. Give land, in and around towns, a break from taxes so that they can invest in their infrastructure while utilizing empty stores. Bring back taxes after it is shown that these new businesses are budding enough to afford to invest back in the towns but make these new taxes fair.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need Broadband or County is going to be left behind. 		Commerce

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assistance with broadband expansion, specifically small cell wireless technology

Don’t want the digital divide to get any bigger
		Commerce

		Community		Carroll County		Central Maryland		We aspire to be more than a bedroom community.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Interested in a State Economic Development Plan that includes a land use perspective. Including market studies, emerging trends, and adaptive reuse strategies for areas such as intended employment campuses.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Tourism is a statewide goal that A Better Maryland should address.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Carroll needs more jobs and appropriate local job training. Good paying jobs.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need assistance with high speed fiber development, which is required for attracting employers. Broadband is the 21st century utility. The State must help with this. (reiterated many times)		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Only have Comcast, would like Fios to be available.		Commerce

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Many bedroom communities for folks who work in Pennsylvania. Community would benefit from more local jobs.		Commerce

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Business investment affects positive change in a community, but local government is responsible for creating environment that promotes business investment. 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County anticipates over 2,500 new jobs in the growth corridor.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County is over-dependent on and over-chasing the warehouse economy. (reiterated many times)		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		High paying jobs drive quality of life improvements in other areas, such as nicer housing.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Middletown Delaware is an example of how employment and housing can work together for growth of an area.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State can help local jurisdictions by providing more infrastructure money that will help get more jobs and employment. 		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assistance getting industrial land ready for marketing and development. Elkton has industrial zoned land with no infrastructure.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Infrastructure is needed in the growth corridor.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County had a very active local broadband committee, which completed a detailed report, but State assistance is still needed.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Cecil County is part of a much larger regional community that includes the State of Delaware. What happens in Delaware affects the County. Maryland and Delaware need to communicate better with one another especially over road issues.   		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Philadelphia market more significant to Cecil than the Baltimore market.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to build tax base to provide services 
       Obstacles include:
         A stagnant real estate market
         Significant amount of waterfront and therefore a lot of land in critical areas 
    Relatively strong 2nd home market. These homeowners pay a lot of taxes and don’t demand many services		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Our main question is “Where does the market want to grow?”		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Stop thinking about political borders and start considering what is better for the larger Maryland economy 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Asset mapping would benefit statewide economic development planning
     What do we offer as a state economically?
     Everything does not need to be in D.C. and Baltimore areas?
     Eastern Shore is often left out		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester is home to, and completes manufacturing work for, a lot of internationally owned companies 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Big potential in Dorchester for manufacturing components and in the shipping industry
     Examples
       A Baltimore sculptor works with a fabricator in the County to complete work
       C & K Lord Inc 
       B & G foods in Hurlock sells products all over the world
       Often, items produced on the Eastern Shore need to be shipped to the Midwest for processing and then shipped back. Can we develop industry here in Maryland to prevent having to send products to the Midwest?
       Cambridge International
       Interstate Container
     More products can and should be sourced from Maryland companies (see mapping product description above)		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Hurlock self identifies as Dorchester’s transportation hub, and focuses on the trucking industry		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Over $200 million in corporate capital contributions to Dorchester in the past two years 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Rise Up Coffee a good example of a local, growing business 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cambridge has the second deepest port in the state. Dorchester and Cambridge have discussed this asset, but the conversation still has a long way to go. The deepest part is in front of the Sailwinds development, which Cambridge would like to preserve
     Some pushback from both the City and County
      Some residents would have to be displaced
      Looking for other potential port locations		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There is a great desire for economic development to serve the local population, not just vacationers or those visiting the lake		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Economic development issues are different in rural areas. Help is needed with infrastructure such as building an access street, or small spec building is needed. These are small projects yet important to the County.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There are some promising economic development opportunities:		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Three prospects for McHenry Business Park		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The current One Maryland Program does not provide assist to the many distressed small towns in Garrett County because the wealthier Deep Creek residential areas skew the county’s overall numbers to the point that the county does not appear “distressed.”  But, several small towns away from Deep Creek have significant poverty and unemployment and could use the economic incentives of One Maryland.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		County needs a more diversified economy		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Consider West Virginia’s “Generation West Virginia” model to incentive employers to hire young people, attract them to come back to live and work in the county.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The need for manufacturing jobs is a concern.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Endogenous economic development the most important and most sorely needed in county, ie entrepreneurship		Commerce

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need for better access to affordable broadband is a high priority.		Commerce

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		A stronger economy and more jobs are closely related to education in Garrett		Commerce

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Tourism not a sufficient source for true economic development		Commerce

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		The greatest strengths of Harford County are its people and the potential of the area. The area has a strong economy, but it has not fully utilized is locational advantage as much as it could 
     There are opportunities for growth in the towns and working more closely with the economic engine of Aberdeen Proving Ground		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County’s economy is the most important issue that needs to be addressed by state and local officials. Without a strong economy, we cannot support all the other factors that determine a high quality of life		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County works well with the Maryland Department of Commerce, but it is more reactionary based on whether a company is looking to locate in Harford County rather than Commerce being pro-active and working with the County to retain existing employers 
     The County’s top priority is supporting and growing its existing business and then secondarily chasing after job prospects		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		The definition of what constitutes a “good” job varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction 
     What is considered a “good job” is perceived differently at the local level versus what some state agencies consider a “good job.”  Are retail jobs considered “good?”  
     The State has placed a priority on promoting high paying tech and cyber security jobs, but we have a diverse labor force, and there is a need for a wide range of skilled or semi-skilled jobs with livable wages for all County residents. For example, the homebuilding industry supplies a host of good jobs for contractors, building suppliers, etc., but these might not be perceived as high priority jobs for some State agencies 
     We also can use the State’s help to attract more manufacturing and warehouse distribution job opportunities to the area		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		County can use help in selecting good economic indicators and then tracking them. For example, Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG) and other federal government activities provide a lot of on-base jobs, but it is hard to track the off-base impacts of APG’s employment. It would be useful if we could get help tracking federal contract dollars and where these dollars are spent		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		Part of the County’s economic development strategy is to provide support services for the on-base activities at APG		Commerce

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		We need to be competitive with neighboring states and focus on revitalizing our existing communities – bring back the jobs		Commerce

		Mapping Support and Data		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County relies heavily on Baltimore Metropolitan Council (BMC) for economic data and resources, such as the regional housing permit data. The County also uses CoStar and Fedmine as data sources to support local economic development efforts. It would be good if the State could possibly help provide comparable or supplemental data resources, possibly expanding upon existing data resources of the Departments of Commerce and Labor, Licensing & Permits		Commerce

		State Agencies		Harford County		Central Maryland		The Base Realignment And Closure (BRAC) process was a bust in that the economic benefit went mainly onto APG. Another BRAC is anticipated in 3-4 years
     The Class A office buildings built off APG site are largely vacant 
     What has happened off site at Fort Meade has not happened at APG 
     We need to get ready as another BRAC may be occurring in 3-4 years		Commerce

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		One Maryland doesn’t work, need to recognize uniqueness of different areas of the State. Support local maritime uses, support agriculture, support work against sprawl.		Commerce

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		More de-regulation and flexibility to maximize economic development of existing marinas.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has targeted areas for growth and development and resisted change to agriculture areas.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Getting types of jobs appropriate for County is critical. Large high-density employers will not come to the County need to support local and small businesses.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Business investment is tied to jobs and schools.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Biggest employers are the hospital, Dixon Valve, and Washington College.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Potential for equestrian industry and major facility.
 Marina industry is very important.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Internet service critical. County has invested $6m of its own money into internet. 		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need better cell phone coverage.		Commerce

		State Agencies		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown Marina and Dixon Valve good examples of State agencies working together to solve issues.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Queen Anne’s County has a fairly diverse economy, and we would like to continue strengthening all sectors		Commerce

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has very low unemployment and most people work outside of the County. Queen Anne’s is a bedroom community and needs to get more jobs in the County		Commerce

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Economic development is dependent upon growth in industrial areas. These areas need adequate infrastructure such as water, sewer, roads, and broadband. Need State support in supplying this infrastructure		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Broadband is a critical need in the County. Although schools and libraries are connected, when the children take computers home, they cannot hook up to the internet. The last mile of getting the broadband internet access to residence and businesses is too expensive		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Lack of jobs is a big issue		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Economic and employment opportunities are lacking		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Economy is the number one area to focus on in Somerset County because it supports other aspects such as environment and housing. Will also improve property maintenance and enhance cultural opportunities 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Business investment will affect positive change in the community by demonstrating that the community is alive, bringing up the tax base, inspiring confidence, and supporting new infrastructure		Commerce

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Youth are leaving the County because they can’t find jobs or easy access to goods and services		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Limited cellular and internet service		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Lack of broadband and natural gas for business recruitment		Commerce

		Economic Development		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Economic development and a clean environment go hand in hand. St. Mary’s needs jobs and a good economy to pay for open space and a clean environment.		Commerce

		Community		Washington County		Western Maryland		The factors that affect a high quality of life in Washington County are the schools and the economy/jobs.		Commerce

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County’s Challenges: Preserving historic sites; providing safe and affordable housing; addressing drug and crime problems; preserving “dark skies;” and addressing the “hodge-podge” of development (too many zoning exceptions?).  The most pressing issues facing the County are: Jobs and paying a living wage; economic development; competition with other states (Pennsylvania to the north & West Virginia to the south) in the areas of taxes; 50% the county’s work force is leaving the county for jobs outside the county [Mack Truck & Volvo 60% live outside of Washington County]; PA does not tax retirement income, such as pensions; people are leaving Washington County and moving to Pennsylvania; and politics		Commerce

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County’s merchants are competing with West Virginia retailers for alcohol sales due to Maryland’s higher sales tax versus West Virginia.  This is hurting retailers in Maryland.		Commerce

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Washington County		Western Maryland		Given its proximity, the County is competing with PA, WV and VA for development prospects.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The SDP should include economic staff as well as planners.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Economic development is critical.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The number one concern and challenge is providing jobs and employment.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		A good economy and jobs are a major contributor tthe quality of life.		Commerce

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to address IT issues especially internet service to rural areas.  		Commerce

		Community		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City is a large City built on tourism.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Festivals and folk festivals support tourism and attract people. 		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Streamline process for getting businesses open, improve permitting.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Tourism a big driver of the local economy.		Commerce

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		 State could help promoting and funding festivals in small towns at an appropriate scale.		Commerce

		Infrastructure		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City is in a redevelopment phase and is very proud of its accomplishments; specifically, how it maintained funding for and upgraded its infrastructure over the years to support economic development and growth. Potential conflict between environmental concerns (eg. sea level rise) and Ocean City’s interest in redevelopment and economic development.		Commerce

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Streamline process for getting businesses open to improve permitting.		Commerce





DBM

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Economic Development		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Thousands of City vendors are in non-compliance with hiring practice law. Even those receiving City money. When contracting with the City, the City should use E-Verify so that undocumented residents are not hired as low wage workers		DBM

		Funding		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		State should allow greater flexibility for the use of infrastructure funding in exchange for greater accountability 		DBM

		Funding		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Resource allocation is an equity issue		DBM

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore is open for business, but its aging infrastructure is a hindrance (reiterated many times)
     Mayor Pugh is pro-business
     The State can help and provide guidance in this area
     This is an excellent way for the State to invest in Baltimore, and it will make money for the State down the road		DBM

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The State should look at Baltimore’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and factor that into its infrastructure funding decision making process		DBM

		Funding		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Funding for software, such as Geographic Information Systems and permits, is needed. Lack of local funding for this is a barrier
Or adjusting the state contract with software provider to allow for local licenses
		DBM

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Funding is always helpful.		DBM

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		We are underrepresented in our share of state funding. 		DBM

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Small towns don’t have enough money. Cooperative purchasing should be considered.		DBM

		Funding		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The limited funding that is offered doesn’t make sense when the strings attached are so thick. Not worth it. A grant is too burdensome to push through the bureaucracy. 		DBM

		Funding		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Keep current State funding levels		DBM

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Somerset County and its municipalities, which are financially challenged, need more grant funding		DBM

		Funding		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should address funding and regulations to help get infrastructure built.		DBM





DGS

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Jacobs Report and the 21st Century Buildings for Our Kids program focus on the need for capital funding to replace deteriorated schools, but there is also an ongoing need to maintain all the existing school facilities that cannot be forgotten, to avoid perpetuating the problem of deteriorated school buildings		DGS

		Public Services		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		SDAT and Veterans Affairs offices should be made available locally and not have to travel to Baltimore to get these services.		DGS





DHCD

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County has safe single-family detached neighborhoods:
But, there is still a need for affordable housing and the diversity of the housing options can be improved.		DHCD

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Funding for local initiatives is the top priority strategy (with business investment the 2nd highest) to implement the State Development Plan.		DHCD

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		For Frostburg, funding of infrastructure is always a challenge, but they have worked together with the university and small businesses to get streetscape improvements.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Workforce housing is needed.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Housing is still expensive in Allegany County.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Loss of quality housing is a problem and there is an increase of blighted units.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Approximately 300 homes have been taken out of the floodplain through demolition.  		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is a concern about deteriorated housing in Cumberland and its impact on the gateways to the community.  We need to address this problem.  		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		West Virginia College of Law is doing a windshield survey of blighted properties to help address the blight problem in Cumberland.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is a loss of affordable units because the units are not being maintained and falling into disrepair and uninhabitable.		DHCD

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Many of the Cumberland residential lots are very narrow; often needing several adjacent lots to encourage redevelopment.		DHCD

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Project CORE partnership is very promising, and serves as a good example of how state and local governments can work together
     Needs to be maintained over time
     Decades of reinvestment is needed to make up the ground from decades of previous disinvestment
     City is tying its Green Network to the CORE dollars
     What happens after demolition?
     Need to establish a sustained investment amount that focuses on neighborhoods, not just projects		DHCD

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore is urban, but perhaps not dense enough to support the kind of growth and amenities it needs 		DHCD

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Local government investments have started to pay dividends in streetscaping and schools
     City government is the mechanism to make things happen 		DHCD

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		State should give City back control of the BCPD		DHCD

		Funding		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Small community development corporations can access capital, but not operating, funding. Need to develop an operating funding source at State level 		DHCD

		General		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Challenge
     West Baltimore feels abandoned and forgotten
     Drug problem
     Isolation
     Poor transportation system
     Poor performing schools		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Affordable housing is a priority issue for Baltimore residents		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Money intended for Amazon could better go to housing and community development issues		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) should provide more low-income tax credits to make City housing more competitive		DHCD

		Housing		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		People who have been living in their homes for years can’t get homeowners insurance policy, while owners of newly rehabbed houses can. There is a need for assistance to expand access to homeowner’s insurance		DHCD

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Coppin Heights, Walbrook area needs reinvestment		DHCD

		State Agencies		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Make sure to include the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) in A Better Maryland		DHCD

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Community organizations are a big driver of positive change in Caroline

Examples such as Shore Rivers and Eastern Shore Land Conservancy
		DHCD

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Too many empty buildings in the County.		DHCD

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		People can't afford to live on the Western Shore, and they can't find good a job on the Eastern Shore.		DHCD

		Housing		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Foreclosed homes are hard to do anything with. Can’t make the finances work on them. Banks are making improvements to properties.		DHCD

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Department of Housing and Community Development’s Circuit Rider Programs should be expanded
 
Town Manager
 
Big learning curve with a small town, and with the high turnover of a short-term position, the circuit rider is always learning
 
Lack of continuity is a problem
Small-town planner

10 municipalities in Caroline County less than 200 in population

The program helps both the municipalities and the County

Towns want to do good planning, don’t want to be taken advantage of by developers

Only a 2-year grant

Hard to recruit and hold on to people in such a short-term position
and takes time for planner to build trust/longevity.

		DHCD

		What the County is Missing		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Staff resources are so limited. The Mayors currently do so much		DHCD

		Housing		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Nationwide housing inventory problem arising in Maryland will lead to an affordability issue. This is partially a symptom of ever increasing development regulations. 		DHCD

		Housing		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Housing affordability is an issue.		DHCD

		Housing		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Schools and housing are closely intertwined.		DHCD

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Job growth also includes the homebuilding industry. There are too many obstacles that raise the price of housing beyond what is affordable by the residents. Financing, sprinklers, environmental issues, connection fees to water and sewer, Best Available Technology for homes on septic systems all add costs that raise the price of a home beyond what a developer can sell for in the County. County working to reduce connection fees.		DHCD

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Only housing that is being developed is multi-family.		DHCD

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		      State should consider having more one on one meetings with local jurisdictions.    For example, Rising Sun has a great relationship with DHCD. 		DHCD

		Community		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		People priced out of Talbot County move to Dorchester		DHCD

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		When items are mandated, such as sprinkler systems, Dorchester would like to receive some data to support the need for the regulations 
       The County’s constituents have requested this data 
       State agencies should work together on this 
       A greater explanation of the insurance aspect is also needed		DHCD

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		City of Cambridge has a lot of good projects in the pipeline. Market Place, Sailwinds, hospital, new medical building, Philips Factory F building, Race/Pine Street redevelopment and some others 
    The County is talking to the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) Secretary Holt about assistance with the hospital project		DHCD

		Funding		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need state level creative financing to help developers achieve a certain level of quality. The State would then be reimbursed by developers once the improvements start paying for themselves. This would help bridge the gap		DHCD

		Housing		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland needs to address housing and community development 		DHCD

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Given the limited local funding, very little community development planning is occurring.  The local planning commissions are not engaged in these types of planning efforts.  Given limited professional planning staff, these types of planning efforts are not taking place.  The Community Action Agencies provides the professional planning support through its circuit rider program, but there is much greater need than resources available.		DHCD

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Focus on revitalization efforts to make areas where you want people to live be more attractive		DHCD

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Affordable housing is challenge here too.		DHCD

		Housing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need for affordable, workforce housing		DHCD

		Housing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Workforce housing is needed in the County. Tax credits based on Statewide requirements do not often work for rural areas such as the provision of transit for rural areas is demand response based.		DHCD

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Lack of housing and transportation. Need for workforce housing		DHCD

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to develop programs for increased workforce housing		DHCD

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		“A Sense of Place” is diminishing in the County, which at one time helped define our neighborhoods and communities. Everything is beginning to look like everywhere else in the country		DHCD

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		We have a lot of vacant office buildings in our community and need ideas on how to fill them or solutions to adaptively re-use the structures		DHCD

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		Bel Air
     The Town of Bel Air is working to attract residents to the downtown and promote a healthy downtown economy. The Town’s main street is very important to the local economy 
     Bel Air’s Main Street program is quite successful, led by Bel Air Downtown Alliance. They coordinate the Maryland State BBQ Bash every year that attracts thousands of visitors to the town
     Bel Air’s streetscape project has really helped the recovery of the downtown		DHCD

		Community		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Vibrant arts and cultural community.		DHCD

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Dixon Valve development and expansion is a great example of the kind of economic development the County is looking for.
 State grants came through the Town of Chestertown.
 Effective Town and County partnership, with significant assistance from the Maryland Department of Planning Regional Planner.
 Kent is a small County, but it appreciated the attention from the State that this project received.
 		DHCD

		Funding		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need funding for small local development projects.		DHCD

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		County needs more workforce housing 		DHCD

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Income disparity in Worcester and Somerset Counties is major issue that needs to be addressed		DHCD

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cost of code compliance to meet state regulations is high
 Fire and sprinkler systems (mentioned in two meetings)
   Yet there is an exception for mobile homes, which doesn’t make sense
 Interiors of structures: sometimes façade improvement money for the exterior of structures is available, but not funds to make improvements to the interior of structures. When someone makes a certain level of improvement, dependent upon the assessed value of a structure, it may kick in additional costs and requirements such as floodplain or sprinkler
 Lead abatement
 1 hr & 2 hr fire separation walls
 This high cost makes it very hard to redevelop and revitalize downtowns		DHCD

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The state development plan should focus primarily on economic development and revitalization. It could potentially do this by promoting tax incentives, grants, and partnerships		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need for more simplified and streamlined application for accessing funding. Often must pay someone so much to fill out an application that the amount of the grant award is not worth it		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Hard to score well on grants with such a small County population		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The formatting of applications and reports (e.g. Maryland DHCD and USDA) is not consistent. It would help if they could be more similar and replicable		DHCD

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Hurricane Sandy led to significant funding		DHCD

		Housing		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to promote affordable housing, but State regulations make it more expensive		DHCD

		Housing		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Community housing is not the answer. Affordable family housing is needed		DHCD

		Housing		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to help those in substandard housing. In great need of direct and easily accessible assistance		DHCD

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Crisfield is almost entirely in the floodplain, which makes permitting complicated and expensive		DHCD

		Public Services		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Community outreach and service are lacking in Somerset County. This leads to limited opportunity for basic assistance, transportation, community organization, and helping those in poverty		DHCD

		Demographics		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The senior population will increase 250% by 2030.		DHCD

		Housing		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		There is not enough affordable housing for everyone who needs it.		DHCD

		Housing		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Housing is the most important quality of life issue because it affects people of all ages.		DHCD





DLLR

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Training and Education		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Employment opportunities are a challenge:
 There is a lack of quality jobs and work force.
 Work force lacks the needed education for the 21st century jobs that might come to Allegany County.		DLLR

		Training and Education		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Educating the populous is important for new opportunities.		DLLR

		Training and Education		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Workforce development centers needed.		DLLR

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County issues less than 100 residential permits per year. Concerned about where the workforce for any economic development will live.   		DLLR

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County is taking a holistic approach to economic development, incorporating workforce development		DLLR

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Problem finding skilled labor force.  There are hard and soft skills that people need to know for a job.		DLLR

		Training and Education		Garrett County		Western Maryland		More training needed and certification classes should be offered out west, such as those required for contractors and miners		DLLR

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The County needs good paying family supporting jobs. Qualified workers are also needed for the jobs that do come to the County. 		DLLR

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		New vocational school going into Westover will be a game changer and the County is very excited about it 		DLLR





DNR

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Recreation and tourism are two of our economic development strengths.		DNR

		State Agencies		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Rural counties like Allegany have a significant amount of its land tied up in state parks, which means no tax dollars.		DNR

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Critical areas have expanded by 300 acres in Caroline. 
Most of the County’s Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) receiving areas are in Critical Area.
 
Areas where they would like to put residential uses.
		DNR

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concern over powerplant project.

Don’t want pipeline and pollution.
 
Where is the pipeline spur going to go?
		DNR

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Oysters help filter the bay.		DNR

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Coordinate crabbing industry and regulations with Virginia		DNR

		Community		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Thousands of All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) enthusiasts in Maryland have no place to ride. This results in the State outsourcing this recreation to neighboring states. State could receive taxes and fees on this recreation if it approached it differently. The impact of these vehicles on the environment is very minimal and exaggerated by some.		DNR

		General		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Concerned with proposed SB 610, which would require reforestation within PFAs following a development.		DNR

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		DNR is a great partner with the 6-year Local Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plans. 		DNR

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State recently purchased Bohemia River State Park.		DNR

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Open space and a clean environment help tourism economy and service jobs.		DNR

		Public Services		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Would be nice for Elkton to get its own Program Open Space and historic preservation funding. 		DNR

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Preservation and progress can be pursued at the same time
     Aquaculture is a growing industry
       Boat building
       Weaver Boats in Dorchester, which builds high end fishing boats, is a great example		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Global warming should be addressed in the comprehensive plan. Southern Dorchester will be hit hard by sea level rise		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to look at critical areas fee in lieu of money going to protecting habitats from climate 		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cambridge recently applied to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for $580,000 for planning a regional park, which will include stream restoration work
     Just completed a charrette		DNR

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Open space and a clean environment are unique aspects of the Eastern Shore		DNR

		Mapping Support and Data		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Critical Area Commission is working with Eastern Shore GIS staff to fund an erosion and shoreline needs study 		DNR

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Eastern Shore Climate Adaptation Partnership has been very effective
     Collaboration of Dorchester, Talbot, Queen Anne’s, and Kent Counties
     The Maryland Department of Planning is a part of the group
     Much of the work is related to the National Flood Insurance Program
     Applying for grants as a group		DNR

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester needs more 2nd home communities, but it is difficult to develop these due to Critical Area regulations on residential density, although the Critical Areas Commission has been much better to work with		DNR

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County just finished a unified code for its critical area. This is a positive direction that was completed in collaboration with the Critical Area Commission		DNR

		State Agencies		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The State should look at transportation and economic ecosystems as statewide entities, not just local ones
      Start with this perspective and work backwards		DNR

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County’s Green Infrastructure Plan received a lot of community and State support 		DNR

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		The waterfront is always a draw for people to live nearby		DNR

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		People value Kent’s natural resources.
 Would be detrimental for the State to overly streamline regulations and development processes.
 Must balance needs.		DNR

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		More funding is needed for land preservation and the restoration of funds need to go back to Program Open Space (POS) and land preservation programs		DNR

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		For coastal jurisdictions, sea level rise could be a critical issue and the State should be involved in helping jurisdictions determine an appropriate response. There needs to be some flexibility to allow for some development on properties and not prohibit development on the entire property		DNR

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to look at the Critical Areas growth allocation process 		DNR

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		More funding is needed for land preservation and the restoration of funds need to go back to Program Open Space (POS) and land preservation programs. Land preservations programs are needed to discourage the loss of farmland to development		DNR

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The traditional waterman culture is a unique resource		DNR

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Critical Areas regulation has limited development and redevelopment		DNR





MDA

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is the County’s number 1 employer.
Ties into the beauty and community feel and provides open spaces.
Once ag land turns into subdivisions, it is lost.

		MDA

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Government and private Investment in our Eastern Shore farms is needed.		MDA

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Very proud of agricultural preservation in Carroll County, but also need to balance this with business development.		MDA

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Objective is to balance development and agricultural preservation. People moved to County for its rural setting. We are a rural county and want to stay that way.		MDA

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		If you want to support the rural character of the County, you need to support the farms. 		MDA

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is a big business and economic driver in Cecil and should be protected.		MDA

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester has many agricultural easements		MDA

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Rural land uses and agriculture have a big impact on the Eastern Shore		MDA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is the number one economic driver in the County, it is the primary resource and industry. (Reiterated many times by participants).		MDA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture, scenic rural landscapes and historic heritage are the County’s greatest assets.		MDA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a lot of interest in the new Chestertown marina and in the Dixon Valve project, but also for preserving rural land.		MDA

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rural land should not be defined as open land, it is being actively used.		MDA

		Mapping Support and Data		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Better economic data on agriculture and agricultural data needs to be provided in order to demonstrate the economic strength and positive impact of agriculture and supporting industries. Limited available date doesn’t paint a complete picture of the County’s economy.		MDA

		Mapping Support and Data		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		The equivalent of the Tourism Impact Report, but for agriculture, hasn’t been completed since 2008. An updated one is needed.		MDA

		Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County just completed its comprehensive plan update (March 2018).
 Stressed importance of agriculture and large contiguous tracts of land.
  Prosperity of agriculture is very important to the County and supports its tourism industry.
 		MDA

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Septics Law (Growth Tiers) has been harmful to local land preservation programs because it has placed a cap on subdivisions to 7 lots and may inhibit the county’s use of noncontiguous transfer of development rights. This has hurt farmers land values. Land values is an important issue for farmers that need to rely on the value of the land to finance agricultural operations. Land values have dropped from $10,000 - $12,000 per acre to $6,000 - $6,500 an acre as a result of the Septic Law’s restrictions on the development potential of agriculture land		MDA

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Agriculture is major economic driver in the County that needs to be supported		MDA

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Land preservations programs are needed to discourage the loss of farmland to development. Fragmentation of farmland is also a real concern and makes it difficult to stay in farming		MDA

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The agricultural and water economy, traditional economic drivers in the County, have fallen off		MDA





MDE

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Stormwater management requirements are a problem for small businesses, especially given the topography and rocky terrain of Allegany County.  A new pharmacy had to build its stormwater system to accommodate the storm runoff coming from the State highway.  This makes it nearly impossible to attract new development.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There needs to be an easy State regulation waiver policy for areas like Allegany County.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County requested a waiver from the State’s MS4 Permit requirements due to its combined stormwater and sanitary sewer systems.  MDE said it would consider this request.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is concerned about the “Accounting for Growth” policy and its impact on the county, given its low growth rate.  They are concerned this policy will discourage growth.		MDE

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Need to revisit MDE’s funding percentages for water/sewer projects.  The level of local funding has gone up and needs to be reconsidered, particularly for rural and slower growing parts of the state.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany’s infrastructure was originally designed and built to accommodate a larger community.  Now, they have a declining population and have challenges maintaining their infrastructure.  They are only using 50% of their water and sewer capacity.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Aging water/sewer infrastructure is a problem, but until development comes we don’t have the funding to pay for the needed improvements, and without improved infrastructure we cannot attract the development.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Allegany County		Western Maryland		85% of the people in the county are served by public water and sewer.  There is need to get as many customers on the system as possible to help share the cost of the system.		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Stormwater management requirements are a problem for small businesses, especially given the topography and rocky terrain of Allegany County.  A new pharmacy had to build its stormwater system to accommodate the storm runoff coming from the State highway.  This makes it nearly impossible to attract new development.		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County requested a waiver from the State’s MS4 Permit requirements due to its combined stormwater and sanitary sewer systems.  MDE said it would consider this request.		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is concerned about the “Accounting for Growth” policy and its impact on the county, given its low growth rate.  They are concerned this policy will discourage growth.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		In addition to transportation, water/sewer service and school construction can’t be solved neighborhood by neighborhood or jurisdiction by jurisdiction. There must be an integrated and coordinated effort		MDE

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Reduce inputs to Choptank River. 		MDE

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concerned with the Conowingo Dam improvements and bay restorations.		MDE

		Environment		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Support the moratorium on fracking.		MDE

		General		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Code enforcers are hard to find and hire. County could use help with this.

Perhaps a training program for code enforcers.

		MDE

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Caroline County is carrying the burden on running the Greensboro sewer line northward to the other small municipalities (This was strongly stated in both the staff and officials’ sessions)
It is moving so slowly and they could use some help accelerating the lines
 
Do this and Caroline will listen to Smart Growth
 
We are going to have to dig up the same holes again to connect to new sewer line.
		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Pollution from New York and Pennsylvania a problem.		MDE

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Water and sewer planning
 
Ridgely issue

County is still paying for the Ridgely Wastewater Treatment Plant, which was constructed based on what the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) told them to build. Now MDE is telling them it is obsolete.
		MDE

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Tier maps seem redundant when a water and sewer master plan (WSP) is so detailed. The County currently completes a triennial water and sewer plan update that is closely coordinated with its municipalities.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Carroll County		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) does not always give clear answers on its stormwater requirements. For example, we develop a facility using previous state funding to the specifications at the time. Then, when we go for a permit, we hear there is now another phase or requirement, previously unexplained, without available funding. 		MDE

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Would like to use greywater systems. They could cut amount of wastewater that needs to be treated. Need help getting legislation through.		MDE

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should address the environment, as water flows between jurisdictions.		MDE

		Environment		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Maryland should help with storm drain mapping and compile local efforts into a statewide database.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Occasionally, to address failing community septic systems, community sewer systems are built.  For poorer communities, the monthly costs of these systems are too high and they opt to keep their failing septic systems despite the negative effect on our water resources.  Are there creative solutions to reduce the high monthly costs per household?		MDE

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Would like to see better coordination between regulatory (Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)) and planning (Maryland Department of Planning (MDP)) agencies.
 County used its Water Resources Element (WRE) from its comprehensive plan to craft its last triennial WSP update. 
 The WRE and WSP should not counteract each other.
 MDE’s permitting processes sometime contradict local and state planning objections and best practices.		MDE

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need assistance with developing water sources. Lack of reliable sources is holding the County back and slowed its growth. For example, can only use the Medford Quarry as a water source in a state of emergency. Using it for other purposes would assist with development.		MDE

		State Agencies		Carroll County		Central Maryland		State government has been very easy to work with. Best Available Technology systems have been very helpful. Happy the state came to talk about A Better Maryland before initiating a plan.		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Sprinkler and stormwater requirements are a problem.		MDE

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Economic development is a huge focus of Rising Sun right now. Water and sewer infrastructure needs have been a big barrier to economic development over the past decade. Looking to lift building moratorium soon. The Town recently spent a lot of money on WWTP upgrade, and it will need a lot of economic growth to pay for upgrades and survive.		MDE

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should focus on environmental protection, because once you lose it you can’t get it back.
 County has already preserved 25,000 acres.
 Cost of this protection must be taken on by the State because locals don’t have the monetary resources to do so.
 Need to plan for water resources because drought years occur every seven.
 Must invest in infrastructure supporting the environment.
 Treatment plants not meeting pollution standards and the solution to this must be a State investment.
 		MDE

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Chesapeake Bay and rivers have a large impact on quality of life in Cecil. (reiterated many times)		MDE

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MS4 permits are expensive, technical assistance is needed, and projects are expensive and competitive.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun can use help upgrading water & sewer service. The downtown is also undergoing renovation and can use more infrastructure assistance. In Rising Sun, it would be helpful if DNR would allow stormwater management in the State areas. 		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Port Deposit – Bainbridge needs help with water & sewer funding to stimulate development. New WWTP is a start.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chesapeake City has a new WWTP.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		A community should bond for sewer improvements in a certain area. These costs should not be paid by all users of the sewer system.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		All Cecil municipalities have their own WWTPs. More connections should be encouraged to make more cost effective.		MDE

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Greenfield developments are typical here, with water and sewer in place to accommodate.		MDE

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Water and sewer amendment process seems to be going more efficiently.		MDE

		Environment		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland must address the environment, because if the State doesn’t no one else will
     Should consider the impact of farming and land use on water quality 		MDE

		Infrastructure		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County has very few areas outside of towns on sewer		MDE

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Better coordination between neighboring jurisdictions on environmental issues is needed
     Water quality, Total Maximum Daily Loads, watershed planning
     Pesticides
     Dorchester County border Delaware, so coordination between states is also necessary
 		MDE

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The fracking ban did not help		MDE

		Infrastructure		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Addressing infrastructure needs such as municipal water and sewer is not economically viable for small towns due to the cost versus the revenue, yet this is where services should be provided. 		MDE

		Infrastructure		Garrett County		Western Maryland		 Review water appropriation limitations in some towns that have precluded development opportunities.		MDE

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		It is very important to our community to have open space with clean air and streams. This is what you think about when you think of Harford County. But, we are starting to lose open space in parts of southern county		MDE

		Environment		Harford County		Central Maryland		Environmental protection is very important to the people of Harford County, particularly when it comes to our streams and the river 
     We are concerned about the impact of the Susquehanna River and the Conowingo Dam on the health of the Chesapeake Bay		MDE

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need a little flexibility with environmental regulations, especially because they have preserved much ag land.		MDE

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Sustainable growth planned along the northern 301 corridor, need help with infrastructure to encourage local business to grow and expand. Wetlands and sewer issues are constraints.
 Could be a vital asset for the County and raise local income levels.		MDE

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need help with environmental regulations WIP, TMDL. Secretary Grumbles has been a big help to the County. 		MDE

		Environment		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Sometimes, where appropriate faster more streamlined permitting should be used. 		MDE

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County doesn’t have a population density that makes water and sewer infrastructure projects efficient, sensible, and affordable.
 Challenged in meeting its Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) requirements.		MDE

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown water and sewer lines need to be replaced.		MDE

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The poultry industry is very important to the County’s economy. The regulations on chicken houses seem to be getting excessive  		MDE

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a need for more planning resources to prepare communities to accommodate new businesses. Small towns do not have sewer or water capacity, but before they can get State funding for the infrastructure they need to do the upfront planning on what future demands would be		MDE

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The septic Best Available Technology (BAT) requirements and the critical areas restrictions need to be reviewed. Our waterfront properties are the most valuable properties we have, and these regulations make it difficult to accommodate an important component to our tax base, while still ensuring environmentally responsible development		MDE

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The step system for sewer service is a good success story, and has won EPA awards. This is a good best practices model		MDE

		Environment		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Irrigation systems and the use of water has been a major concern		MDE

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a need for greater inter-jurisdictional collaboration on watershed protection efforts, particularly associated with Watershed Improvement Plan (WIP)implementation		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Have heard of and are concerned about new regulations for chicken farming		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Septic requirements for critical area housing are too stringent and hinder development		MDE

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Stormwater regulations should not apply to flat Somerset topography. Would like this conveyed to MDE. MDE should not use the same standards in Somerset that they use in parts on the western shore. MDE needs to be more flexible		MDE





MDH

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Community		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Having a grant program for after school care would be great for the County as many folks are longer distance commuters. Maryland used to have such a program. Grades went up and behavioral problems went down. 		MDH

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County Health department has a digital platform for community education and engagement at mygarrettcounty.com that is very popular		MDH

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Oakland hospital could see potential growth to serve the aging population and regional needs, but need trained labor force for the medical related jobs.		MDH

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Better access to health care.		MDH

		Community		Harford County		Central Maryland		The Opioid Addiction Crisis is reaching all communities		MDH

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		There needs to be more State agency flexibility when it comes to the reviewing and permitting of local development projects. It can be difficult to get the needed permits 
     For example, there is a need for improved State agency assistance to support downtown economic development projects, including special events. In the past the County and town have had challenges getting development projects approved, especially when it comes to Health Department reviews, which have tended to be very slow, which hurts new businesses trying to open 		MDH

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Schools and hospital are anchors of community and need to be grown and supported. Hospital is in danger of closing, all births are in hospitals outside of County.		MDH

		Funding		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Help with retaining hospital. 		MDH

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		With the hospital.
 Currently all meetings of the hospital board are in Easton and decisions are Easton centric.		MDH

		What the County is Missing		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Improve hospital and hospital services. 		MDH

		General		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Adequate health care needs to be addressed for the Eastern Shore. It has been difficult to get the certificate of need for additional beds. There is need for a full service hospital in the area. The current hospitals to the north and south of the County are being converted into emergency clinic facilities. For more severe emergency care, patients have to be transported to the Western Shore, which is costly and often blocked by Bay Bridge traffic. This is a regional issue. There are also shortages in EMS staffing in the County		MDH

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		The opioid drug problem is a safety concern even in rural areas like Washington County		MDH

		State Agencies		Washington County		Western Maryland		Hagerstown noted that it is getting conflicting messages from the state agencies.  The County Health Department (and MDE) are telling us that Hagerstown needs to serve rural areas with public water because of the karst geology.  But, state planning says the city is not supposed to serve rural areas because it’s low density residential.  Additionally, MDE is warning the city about over commitment on public water supply, given we may not have enough water available for the city and the immediate surrounding areas.		MDH

		Economic Development		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need more consistency in liquor board and food truck licensing across jurisdictions to best plan and promote festivals.		MDH





MDOT

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Need to get back the Highway User Revenue levels back to pre-recession levels.		MDOT

		Transportation		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Improved access to industrial park sites is important.		MDOT

		Transportation		Allegany County		Western Maryland		I-68 is great for easy-west movements, but there needs to be improvements to the north-south routes like US 219 and US 220.		MDOT

		Community		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		City is a constellation of neighborhoods
     A completed transit network could tie the City back together again
     Connect everyone together for the common good		MDOT

		State Agencies		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The State administration doesn’t have the best track record on Smart growth. It took money away from dense Transit Oriented Developments and put it toward more roads		MDOT

		State Agencies		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		State agencies must talk to each other about transportation		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Transportation ties into everything in Baltimore. It is not a standalone topic
     Investment would be a great equalizer		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should focus on transportation and evaluate how resources can best be used to address urban centers
     Only the State can afford to pay for it 
     Transportation systems do not stop at the City line		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Disadvantaged West Baltimore was disappointed that the Red Line project ended. It had a lot to offer that area (reiterated many times)
     The Red Line should be revisited 
     Many residents are upset with State administration for cancelling it
     It would have regional benefits, not just those for Baltimore		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The City is in a crisis regarding its transportation system
     No Metro (at time of meeting). The State’s response to documented hazards in the metro system two years ago was inadequate 
     City Link is a move in the right direction, but inadequate. Same with bus GPS
     Speeding is another big problem in residential neighborhoods 		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Transit system is extremely important to Baltimore
     Many City residents do not have cars
     City needs support from the State on this
     A major City like Baltimore must have better transit
     Transit should take priority over cars
     The City struggles using transit to maximize number of people with the density in Baltimore
     But is Baltimore a strong enough city to support the density needed for a successful Red Line?
     State should focus on policies that incentivize Transit Oriented Development (TOD) around existing nodes		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Transit Equity
     Need to engage populations most directly affected by transit issues
     Equity is a must, including fairness, access to resources, and impact on lower income communities
     The Baltimore Transit Equity Coalition is placing emphasis on equity studies for transportation projects. The studies should analyze who gets the benefit, who gets impacted, racial impact, and environmental impact 		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Commute times on transit need to be reduced to under 45 minutes
     Engage underserved populations from the beginning, such as Historically Black Universities and Colleges
     Transit trip from Mt. Vernon to Morgan State University is unnecessarily long. Many students end up taking Lyft instead 		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The North Avenue Rising project needs to be prioritized (reiterated multiple times)
     The current proposed improvements are only patchwork
     Baltimore should establish the vision, and then the Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) should support it
       Communities and businesses need opportunity to provide input
     The $27 million investment is insufficient to address a five mile stretch of such a major corridor
     Need to prioritize North Avenue, just like the City did for five blocks of Charles Street		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Cars present a significant barrier to the viability of Baltimore’s neighborhoods
     The northeast corridor of the City, Harford Road – Belair Road is overrun with traffic coming from outside the area and this is stifling community reinvestment
     The City will spend as much money maintaining Interstate 83 over the next few years at it would spend dismantling it. I-83 should be removed because it divides the City into different parts
     We need to look at how land use is affected by car congestion, with zoning and development not reaching their full potential
     We are seeing more and more pedestrian and bicycle accidents because of traffic and speeding cars		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The emissions standards of all new fleet vehicles must be considered during purchasing process. The City has a big asthma problem, and these vehicles have harmful particulate emissions. MTA stopped purchasing hybrid vehicles		MDOT

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The City provided MTA with suggestions for Baltimore Link, but it was disregarded. We hope that you will listen to us this time		MDOT

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Expand the Salisbury Airport to accommodate international flights.		MDOT

		Economic Development		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Cambridge needs a deep water international harbor large enough to compete on a smaller scale with Norfolk and Baltimore.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Regional and inter-county transportation issues should be addressed.
Conflicting driver’s license requirements.

DCT bus won’t take passengers to destinations in Denton.
		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Many people in the County would be perfectly fine if the Bay Bridge disappeared 		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Roads can’t handle beach traffic		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need a new bay bridge with high speed train. We once had rail to Philly, very sad that is no longer.		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Easier access to jobs with mass transit.		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has main streets with empty stores, pot holes in roads, traffic jams on throughways when drivers are trying to get to the ocean resorts.		MDOT

		Transportation		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need to consider connection the Western and Eastern Shores with tunnels in multiple locations.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need to work with Howard County on Route 32 widening project. 		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Large flow of commuters from Pennsylvania pass through Carroll County.		MDOT

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		County would like legal advice about planning bike and pedestrian improvements for a dangerous intersection. Examples of what other jurisdictions have done in a similar situation.		MDOT

		Technical Assistance		Carroll County		Central Maryland		More regional input, planning, and infrastructure development assistance is needed. Particularly from the State Highway Administration. 		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Would like assistance with bike paths. A trail traversing the State would be a great asset.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Road improvements very important for a County like Carroll. Need to improve Route 140.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		The Board is trying to put aside some road funding so it can contribute to State funds.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Traffic is a big problem in the Eldersburg area.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Roads are not designed to handle the volume they currently do.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		MD-32 is critical to the region (including Howard County).		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should address transportation.		MDOT

		Transportation		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Models for and assistance with rural transit services are needed.		MDOT

		Economic Development		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County is in the northeast corner of the State next to 95, Amtrak rail, CSX rail, Route 301, Route 40 all which affect the County. In addition, the County is located adjacent to Delaware, which has a significantly different tax structure.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Better collaboration with DelDOT and County/State to address Middletown traffic. A Better Maryland should address interstate traffic.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County has a big role in WILMAPCO.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has good access to transit that connects it to population and employment centers outside of its borders, but intra-county transit is lacking. Local transit funding has been static for some years now. Need demand response type services, which are more efficient. 		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		SHA assistance with getting right of way for sidewalk improvements would be a great help. Echoed by Elkton. Sidewalk problems often occur on state roads, and the State should work with locals on this. It’s a problem when the State doesn’t own the right of way, or know who does, because the roads are so old.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Also need sidewalks along Rt. 222 that are consistent with historic character of town with historic granite curbs. SHA needs to adjust requirements for road widths in main street areas. 		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need to keep transit service for rural areas in mind.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Desire for better public transit for people to get to and from the Cecil County Public Library. Workforce, families, children. After school transportation is needed.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MARC train service
 Especially northeast train service between Philadelphia, Delaware, and Baltimore is critical. This is important for keeping and getting younger folks to stay in the County and commute to work.
 Elkton train station needs to be opened as a full-service MARC Station. 
 Perryville would like increased MARC service, including weekend service and connecting service to Philadelphia and Delaware.
 MARC train service needs to be expanded. Having a hard time solving the connection between Elkton and Perryville.
 Expand to include weekend service.
 Need to be careful about growth impact potential MARC station expansion and connections.
 
 		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Toll Relief (Frequently mentioned concern)
 Tolls on Delaware Route 301 and road improvements affect the County. 
 Perryville needs toll relief from MDTA at 95 & 222 to allow people getting on and off at Perryville to pay a smaller toll. A barrier to development.
 Revenues do not stay in County.
 Tolls hinder development. Allow use of Hatem EZ Pass on I-95.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun traffic continues to be a problem, long term planning is needed to create sustainable communities. With only 900 homes paying $850,000 a year in taxes, it is difficult to address problems. 
 Town is working on kicking off a Rails to Trails program.
 Local traffic problems require state assistance.
 Both funding and expertise.
 A big traffic problem looms in the future.
 Town needs a long-term approach.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County could use an interchange with 95 and Belvedere Road, this will help reduce truck traffic at 222 in Perryville because trucks now must use this exit. (Reiterated multiple times)		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Elkton is completing a pedestrian plan soon.		MDOT

		Transportation		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Port Deposit
 Concern with Route 222 Bridge at I-95 interchange. (echoed by Perryville)
 Route 222 runs right down main street and there have been disagreements between the town and SHA on the proper roadway size, which goes through a historic downtown. Need relief from regulations.		MDOT

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Some transit is in place on Eastern Shore, but more is needed for true economic development 		MDOT

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Large vehicles, such as 18 wheelers, should not be driving around 300-year-old cities like Cambridge. They have damaged the brick streets. SHA needs to recognize that street requirements for smaller towns are different than major highways. Truck traffic needs to be restricted from moving through the small towns		MDOT

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The State should look at creating a complete streets program 		MDOT

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County could use state help on transportation improvements including funding, legislation, and design 
     Need funding for pilot programs that address common themes across the State, such as the use of golf carts in towns 		MDOT

		Transportation		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The mindset at the state level needs to change. We can’t only focus on engineering roads 		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Lack of transportation options a big Economic Development barrier		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Would like to expand demand and response public transit		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Hard to meet grant requirements when county doesn’t have routed and fixed transit		MDOT

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Rural areas need public transit because they are poorer		MDOT

		Housing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County Community Action Agency has a large proposed development in Oakland, but they need tax credits to make the project economically viable. Rural areas cannot compete for grants when for example fixed route transit is not available. 		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Transportation needs in rural areas are different from more urbanized areas.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		While SHA may not support bypasses, Oakland’s Route 219 bypass from the northern city limits to MD 135 is needed to promote economic development and facilitate easier vehicle movement in the downtown.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Need to look at rural Transit Oriented Development in a different way than more urbanized areas. A transit stop could serve as a TOD center.		MDOT

		Economic Development		Harford County		Central Maryland		Aberdeen’s Stadium Town Center project (which is at the intersection of MD 22 and I-95) has had difficulty moving forward, even though this is 15 acres of prime real estate. Getting the necessary right-of-way access to meet SHA permitting appears to be holding up the project for more than two years		MDOT

		State Agencies		Harford County		Central Maryland		SHA (and agencies) need to develop pro-business policies, such as SHA’s access process		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The State’s transportation priorities are unclear from a local perspective 
     The new State transportation ranking and prioritization process has been difficult. Breaking projects up into smaller $5m increments can be problematic 
     It is also difficult to determine rural versus urban road priorities 
     More frequent interaction with MDOT would be beneficial to resolve these and other issues
     There is a concern about how the more rural oriented counties can compete for transportation funding with the larger urban jurisdictions 		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		Harford Transit relies heavily upon federal and state funding. They would like to see some increase in funding as the overall contributions have remained static over the past years, especially for transit 		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		There is an increased need for good transit ridership information and other transit data to improve the effectiveness of the local transit program		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		Regional MARC rail is important to the people of the area. They would like to see increased weekday and weekend service, as well as expanded service to Delaware and Philadelphia. This lack of access to a regional rail and transit system has hindered the filling of over 500 vacant cyber security jobs in the immediate area		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The State needs to generate broad constituent support for enhanced regional MARC/Amtrak rail service, connecting to Wilmington and Philadelphia		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		There is very limited rail station service in the area if you want to use the trains to go the Airport. This limits our effectiveness to strengthen our economic ties to the larger metropolitan areas		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The State needs to provide funding and support for Route 40 road improvements. The County could use State assistance in preparing a US 40 Corridor Redevelopment Plan, which is recommended as one of the strategies in HarfordNext		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		Aberdeen continues to implement its Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Master Plan, having nearly completed the National Historic Preservation Action (NHPA) Section 106 review of the existing Aberdeen train stations and the proposed Station Square Plazas and Pedestrian Underpass improvement plans 
     The City of Aberdeen recently received nearly $800,000 for station area improvements 
     The City will continue to need county, state and federal support to ultimately upgrade the Aberdeen station to accommodate high speed rail traffic and vibrant TOD area		MDOT

		Transportation		Harford County		Central Maryland		The County supports State efforts to designate the Edgewood Station area as a State TOD site would like to see a similarly planned TOD area for the Edgewood Station area		MDOT

		Communication		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Want to be informed of process for, progress of, and all decisions made regarding the Bay Bridge crossing.		MDOT

		Community		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Chestertown is converting railbeds to trails.
 Presents a problem because the trail passes through ag land. Farmers are hesitant about this and the potential for incompatible farming practices (ie. spraying).
 Town wants to extend the trails to Wharton, where schools are located.		MDOT

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Kent County Conservation and Preservation Alliance is prominent.
 Well educated and organized.
   Completely oppose a bay bridge crossing.
 		MDOT

		General		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County is a destination.
 People drive through Cecil County (I-95) and Queen Anne’s County (To Ocean City) but they come to Kent County for a specific purpose.		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County supports fixing local rail where it supports agriculture and also converting rails to trails where possible.  		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Support Chester River Blvd. By-pass and new Chester River bridge. By-pass will not hurt Chestertown as the town is a destination and pass through traffic hurts the City. The Chester River Blvd. is the County’s highest transportation priority.   		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		More collaboration with feasibility and impact studies, such as, the Queen Anne’s County Northern 301 Traffic Study. The state could help jurisdictions work together on these.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need for Middletown Bypass impact study.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County and Queen Anne’s County have historically disagreed on the new Chester River Bridge project crossing into Queen Anne’s County; however it is now believed that Queen Anne’s County is not against the project.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County and Queen Anne’s County have historically disagreed on the Chester River Blvd. project however it is believed that Queen Anne’s County is no longer against the project.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Kent County does not want a Bay Bridge crossing coming through County. 
 Concerned about Bill that would overturn existing law that five of nine Eastern Shore Counties need to approve any toll road. This was mentioned a few times.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concerned with increase traffic from Middletown, DE by-pass.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Active railbed in Kent County is currently updating. Southern States is putting in new rail spurs.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Transportation drives land use.		MDOT

		Transportation		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Desire for Chester River Boulevard alternate for Route 213.
 Chester River Bridge is strained.
 Too much traffic in the National Landmark Historic District.
 Public safety issue. EMS services disrupted with bridge closure.
 Would be positive for economic development.
 If designed correctly, and the County holds firm on land use, then the negative affect on downtown businesses could be avoided.
 Chestertown is a destination, not a pass through. People come there on purpose.		MDOT

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has a burgeoning aging population, and they are seeing an increased need for retirement communities.  This aging population also needs older adult support services. Unfortunately, senior services are diminishing and transit services to doctor appointments cannot go across the Bay Bridge. So, some older citizens have to move because of the difficulty in getting needed services		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County needs better pedestrian and bicycle connections		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to tell us what is going to happen to Route 18, 301 – Middletown By-pass and third Bay Bridge 		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Roads are hurting growth in the County, and are impacting resident’s ability to move about. The traffic is severely impacting quality of life issues on Kent Island/Kent Narrows		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The third Bay Bridge crossing is critical and needed. The County would support the crossing in Queen Anne’s County. The bridge needs to stay open and unconstrained as possible; 70% of the County’s workforce travels outside the county to their jobs		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to get its act together on roads. There needs to be a consistent position on the third Bay Bridge, MD 213, MD 301 by-pass, etc. In the past at the Consolidated Transportation Plan (CTP) tour, MDOT ignored our comments		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There needs to be greater cooperation and sharing of traffic count information to improve transportation planning. The County had to install its own traffic counters because the State was unwilling to share information		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Bay Bridge is our single biggest issue. Traffic is trapping people in their homes. This needs to be resolved, especially considering a 20 – 30-year time frame 		MDOT

		Transportation		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		Consider promoting more commuting centers to reduce commuting and traffic congestion		MDOT

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Preliminary engineering for grants is expensive and small municipalities don’t have funding for it		MDOT

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ironic that a friendly engineer who provides an estimate for free to support a grant application is made ineligible for hiring if grant is awarded. Hard to come by many engineers in small communities. Perhaps state technical assistance in this area could be provided		MDOT

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Restoration of Highway User Revenue funding		MDOT

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need more collaboration between state agencies when roadwork is being completed. All infrastructure improvements should be completed at the same time		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Transportation is a big interjurisdictional issue		MDOT

		Transportation		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The Mayor of Crisfield is working with the Department of Natural Resources and the State Highway Administration to allow for unlimited golf cart access in town; especially from the marina, so people can make it all the way to Food Lion. This was a big topic during the MDOT tour meeting, but MDOT has a concern with safety		MDOT

		Transportation		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		You need a car to get around. Transit is limited with fewer bus runs		MDOT

		Transportation		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need more intermodal options and ways to connect to population centers		MDOT

		Community		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s development is not very walkable.		MDOT

		Community		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Along FDR Boulevard (in Lexington Park), the County is paying for sidewalk improvements.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		There is a concern about a Cove Point disaster potential, and there are only a few evacuation routes out of the County.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s County is growing rapidly with many transportation choke points.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The County lost significant Highway User Revenue, and have not been able to maintain roads as needed.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		MDOT needs to assist with better transportation in the county.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Traffic on the Thomas Johnson Bridge is not going to get any better, especially when the bicycle lane is between two merging lanes. This is very dangerous.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		There are bottlenecks from St. Mary’s into Charles on Highways 5 and 235.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Highway 301 bridge gets priority because it has a $2 toll.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Transportation is the County’s biggest challenge.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Transportation is a difficult problem to solve, Pax River military base is a huge generator of military traffic.
 Transportation congestion around the military base is almost like DC at 3 pm.		MDOT

		Transportation		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Scheduled transportation options are needed by all age groups (i.e. buses for school activities, etc.).		MDOT

		Economic Development		Washington County		Western Maryland		The widening of I-81 is a critical issue that needs to be addressed, from an economic development and a traffic congestion/safety perspective.		MDOT

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Washington County		Western Maryland		There is a need for quick resolution of transportation concerns and the requirements associated with construction projects.		MDOT

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Rails-to-trails program has worked well, as has refurbishing old rail stations. 		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Roads look better with landscaping.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Restore highway user fees to local jurisdictions.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Bikeways and trails need to be incorporated into planning.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dualization of Route 113 both an asset and a concern.
 Asset: Assist with tourism.
 Concern: Will increase access to sensitive areas.
 		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to get people off Route 113 and onto Route 13.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Access to Ocean City is very important, especially in emergency situations.		MDOT

		Transportation		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Snow Hill has very poor street conditions.		MDOT





MDP

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The rich history of the county is one of its greatest strengths.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is pursuing a Tier IV Exemption and requested Maryland Department of Planning’s assistance to complete process.  The LaVale zoning district has been amended, so they would like to restart the Tier IV exemption application process.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Only 20 new housing building permits were issued in the county last year.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The PFA process needs to be far more flexible and scalable to the development conditions, especially in rural and slow growth areas of the state.		MDP

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The county recently revised the LaVale zoning regulations to accommodate the market needs of national chain stores and it helped change business attitudes and interest in developing in the area.		MDP

		Funding		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Allegany County is investing in development so far from the County’s central area.  Why?  What is the County’s top priority?		MDP

		Housing		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is also a problem with absentee landlords.  Lawns are not getting cut and you cannot identify the property owner.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There is a need to work with the state in updating the parcel maps.  There are some problems with the versions of the parcel level digital maps. But, there are also opportunities to collaborate and share data.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The PFA process needs to be far more flexible and scalable to the development conditions, especially in rural and slow growth areas of the state.		MDP

		State Agencies		Allegany County		Western Maryland		There are also problems getting permits approved from state agencies, such as getting permission from the Maryland Historic Trust to paint columns on a Historic County building (Allegany County Library).		MDP

		Communication		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Need to think about how to get information about A Better Maryland to all members of the public. Baltimore staff and Planning Commissioners want to stay tuned into what is happening 		MDP

		Demographics		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore wants to partner with the Maryland Department of Planning on the 2020 Census to make sure the City gets a complete count (reiterated a couple times)
     Given reduced federal funding, Baltimore wants to help engage the hard to reach populations 
     The Census is very important to the City, and there is a concern that Baltimore will not be fully counted and result in not getting its fair share of funding
     To the extent possible, put some focus on equity as part of the Census outreach preparation process		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Baltimore Metropolitan Council has a monthly permitting reporting service that is very helpful and unique in Maryland. Perhaps this is something the State could replicate elsewhere		MDP

		Planning		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		Baltimore does not have a true comprehensive plan
     Might not have the resources for one
     The City could use some help with its larger comprehensive planning. There are a lot of small neighborhood studies, however a bigger more regional plan is needed to knit the neighborhood plans together. For example, individual neighborhood plans won’t transform West Baltimore		MDP

		Public Services		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning could help Baltimore with the Interagency Committee on School Construction (IAC) and put in a good word		MDP

		Transportation		Baltimore City		Central Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning should talk to the Baltimore Department of Transportation. They need help with roads and additional state funding 
     This funding is critical for the City. Even if the Maryland Department of Planning does not fund projects, it should still try to influence the State CIP		MDP

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		School construction
Every 5 years the County faces a $40,000,000 school construction project.
 
Wage rates, however, are set based on standards from across the bridge.
 
The Interagency Committee on School Construction (IAC) process and formulas should account for regional differences.

Large influx of student growth moved to Preston for good school.
		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Locals need assistance accessing and using data.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Funding needed for permit/GIS software.  County can’t do what they need/want to do for analytical purposes.  ESRI licenses are extra for add-ons.  Consider piggy-backing on State license.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		State as facilitator
Could help facilitate conversations and issues between Counties and Towns
 
Model APFO ordinances for schools that would help with Town and County planning
 
Model ordinances for medical marijuana, solar, etc.
 
Good to have additional person at the table
 
Should have uniform plans for all municipalities, so plans do not conflict
 		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		State as facilitator
Could help facilitate conversations and issues between Counties and Towns.
Model APFO ordinances for schools that would help with Town and County planning.
Model ordinances for medical marijuana, solar, etc.
Good to have additional person at the table.
Should have uniform plans for all municipalities, so plans do not conflict.

		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland

Should incorporate the top projects/objectives/actions from local comp plans.

Regional impact of issues

Longer term view

Meta-analysis is under the State purview

Bring in examples from other places and best practices

Guidance on agri-hoods
		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County collects no impact fees on multifamily housing built in the Towns.

Maintenance of effort increasing many $100,000’s this year.
		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		The Caroline County Planning Department is one of the best and has been very proactive and responsive on issues ranging from mining to solar uses.		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Prefer controlled growth of the Outer Banks to what happened in Ocean City.		MDP

		Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		
Compromise must occur between tradition and growth, between the interests of farmers, hunters, history buffs, and ecology protection.
 		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is a local desire to open up and reconsider Priority Funding Areas (PFAs) for rural areas.
Do they still make sense for our towns? Do existing PFAs still qualify?
Perhaps new considerations for what constitutes a PFA are needed, especially with nutrient load requirements, TMDL goals, septic tanks, or if considering public health and safety.
		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		State needs to look at regional implications of planning decisions and issues.		MDP

		State Agencies		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need for more teamwork and collaboration at the state and local level
Sometimes the Maryland Historical Trust has been an obstacle
Need to get all State agencies on the same page

		MDP

		State Agencies		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Significant amount of inefficiencies

Model ordinances would be very helpful, or even just templates.
The current back and forth between state and localities is convoluted and inefficient
Examples
Surface mining, wind power, medical marijuana

		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Help with historic home restoration.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Lack of clarity on technical details of SB 236. For example, what happens when a parcel in a County without an adopted tier map is annexed into a Town with an adopted tier map? What tier does it join the town as?		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Carroll County		Central Maryland		This law haunts the County. 7 lot subdivisions (minor) that are allowed in County will result in scattered, smaller developments in the rural areas of the County. It would be better to have one larger, coordinated, and focused subdivision.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Challenges with the Maryland Historical Trust.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Carroll County		Central Maryland		The previous state administration’s regulations prevented the development of large Planned Unit Developments in Carroll.		MDP

		Funding		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Carroll shouldn’t be denied funding because it wants to grow outside of a Priority Funding Area.		MDP

		General		Carroll County		Central Maryland		A Better Maryland should be dynamic and web-based and get ahead of emerging trends.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Carroll County		Central Maryland		What kind of technologies does a municipality need to offer to attract jobs and employers?
 What is currently and will be relevant in an age of rapidly changing technology?
       Need to think of infrastructure beyond the standard examples.
       This should be a component of economic development in comprehensive plans. 		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Carroll County		Central Maryland		More communication between municipalities is needed. The Maryland Planning Commissioners Association could help with this. 		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Working on the Freedom Plan. Trying to arrive at the proper amount of density that will support the tax base.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		County is in a fragile situation.
 Need to grow sensibly to maintain a high quality of life. 
 Sensible, controlled, and focused on preservation.
 Can’t assume some growth templates are good, while others are bad.
 One size does not fit all.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Municipalities have very small planning departments.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need more multi-use zoning in County.		MDP

		Planning		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Southern part of County is facing greater growth pressure.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Need assistance with responding to and preparing for declining student populations and the impact on Adequate Public Facilities Ordinances (APFOs).		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Carroll County		Central Maryland		Assistance for Citizen Planners. 
 Linking similar issues across multiple jurisdictions.
 Pilot programs and projects.
 They do the work, but are the least educated in planning areas.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		SB 236 Septic Tier mapping has not worked for Cecil County. This needs to be fixed and County hopes that A Better Maryland addresses it.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		The law negatively impacted property values of Cecil’s farms and is an example of poor collaboration between State and locals.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should replace PlanMaryland with other recommendations and regulations.		MDP

		Environment		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Rising Sun is being landlocked from future growth via land preservation. We have good rural zoning that restricts development however not every area needs to be preserved. 		MDP

		Housing		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Ridgely Forest subdivision potential is promising. County is collaborating with the Town of North East and the final project could include 600 units at full buildout.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Could use assistance with affordable structured parking.		MDP

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		County is up for 10-year review of comprehensive plan in 2020. Would like to be informed of any changes to the comp plan law or requirements. Happy with their current comp plan.		MDP

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is currently a lot of positive energy in Rising Sun, and the Regional Planner has been very helpful.		MDP

		Planning		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Can’t convert municipal growth areas to preservation areas, as it cripples a town. Rising Sun a current example.		MDP

		Public Services		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assistance for historic preservation trust capital grants have not been available.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MHT regulations have cost the County money and time getting projects approved. Doing an archaeological study on land has been farmed for many generations seems a waste and has hampered park development.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Assist with preservation easements to use Elkton Armory for courthouse annex.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need a better relationship with MHT on Phase I studies and coordination with local comprehensive plan and LPPRS for future park locations.		MDP

		State Agencies		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		MHT stipulations need to be relaxed.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		State Agencies should follow local plans and studies. 2020 Comprehensive Plan may not be completed within a 10-year framework because 2020 Census will just be taking place.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Perryville has a good relationship with Planning, and uses the regional planner. 		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Interested in a database of best planning practices and examples that locals could access and use.		MDP

		Training and Education		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Maryland Planning Commissioners Association outreach and training to help combat high Commissioner turnover rate and assist recruitment.		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester needs more vocal folks involved in the local planning process 		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The County Council responded negatively to the Maryland Department of Planning’s 2012 (Planning) response to and review of Dorchester’s last tier designation map
 The map preserved 92% as Tiers III and IV and that still wasn’t enough
 Dorchester has not revisited it since then, but will likely consider again as part of comprehensive planning process
 What happens if the County gets a major subdivision without a tier map approval? Need to address this issue		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Locals had no input on how PlanMaryland was deployed. They were treated as if their opinions didn’t matter, while they are the ones with the boots on the ground		MDP

		Economic Development		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Cross Street Laboratories and the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy are collaborating on the Factory F project 		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		A Better Maryland should produce a map that allows users to zoom into different parts of the State to see what manufactured and other products are available in specific locations 		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Dorchester would like a return of the Planning Director’s Roundtables		MDP

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County is getting ready to start a new comprehensive planning process. The consultant has already been selected and the County will be setting up bus tours of the County. Will be seeking the help of State Planning   
     The County has a lot of tidal shores, which have been a concern of the communities that staff has visited
     Expecting to complete comprehensive plan by January 2020		MDP

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		No major subdivision in 10 years due to the lack of a market. There are many paper lots that haven’t developed 		MDP

		Planning		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County needs help on determining vesting rights for old lots and developments that have never built. This is a local issue however State could provide resources and examples 		MDP

		Communication		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning should go directly to towns through Garrett County Municipalities, Inc (GCM) for contact info. 		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There needs to be single vision and coordination of plans – Comprehensive Plans, Revitalization Plans, Sustainable Communities Plan etc. 		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There appears to be lack of coordination and implementation between the local comprehensive plan, the Sustainable Community Action Plan, and other community level planning/projects.		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Local planning commissions need more support and training.		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		When we participate in community planning we do not see a positive response indicating that people are listening		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Lack of transparency at the planning level; need more communication		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning needs to provide more notice of meetings and engagement opportunities		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map requirements		Garrett County		Western Maryland		During the County’s comprehensive planning process, they do not want the Growth Tier Map to override the County’s long standing use of its subdivision land use map as the guide for future growth in the county, especially since they don’t have zoning.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map requirements		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Garrett County is not growing.  There is little demand for rural housing.  So, there should not have been a need to create a Tier Map, but to allow major residential subdivisions on septic, the county had to adopt one.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Would like the comprehensive plan requirement for a “Development Capacity Analysis” not be required for counties with little or no growth, or at least take into account development constraints such as steep slopes and market demand.		MDP

		Demographics		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Huge disparity between lake area and the rest of county (Deep Creek Lake )
 Skews economic stats and demographics
 ACS numbers should not be only socio-economic statistical source required for grant applications, as the numbers from the Deep Creek area skewed the indicators and masks the real need in Garrett County
 There is a need to explore alternative ways to provide statistically valid information about the unique characteristics of small towns and not have the information skewed by more populous or wealthier communities. Deep Creek Lake does not represent Garrett County. The lake area skews the county’s demographics such as income, housing values etc. 		MDP

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Obtaining PFA designation for the Lowes store highlighted the frustration with the state PFA approval process.  The county observed the state’s inflexibility and unwillingness to support local needs.		MDP

		Economic Development		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Flexibility and willingness to work with locals is a key need for better state level planning		MDP

		Infrastructure		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Consider a review and overhaul of the PFA law to accommodate the development challenges and infrastructure needs of rural Maryland.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Used to have more local government GIS support under the Maryland Local Government GIS Committee (MLOGIC) Program, which facilitated a strong collaboration between state and local.  The current MSGIC doesn’t provide as much support to local governments.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Garrett County		Western Maryland		They do not want more GIS mapping mandates.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		PFA law in rural areas needs to work differently with lower density standards than in more urban areas.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Garrett County		Western Maryland		The Maryland Department of Planning’s Regional planners do a lot to help the county and its municipalities. The state should provide more of them and enhance their resources		MDP

		Training and Education		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Training programs could be provided on a variety of topics including how to run a meeting etc. 		MDP

		Training and Education		Garrett County		Western Maryland		There needs to be training for Planning Commissioners. Planning Commissions do not meet regularly. 		MDP

		What the County is Missing		Garrett County		Western Maryland		Stronger civic engagement with open processes for true community planning		MDP

		General		Harford County		Central Maryland		Having A Better Maryland focus on supporting local plans and processes is a good idea and very positive step for the State		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		The Harford County Master Plan, Harford Next, has re-energized the community and created more community engagement. The Plan is structured as a strategic action plan with hundreds of proposed action items 		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		Planning Assistance		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		It would be great if Planning would provide resources and technical support and perform analysis for local government that could be used in local decision making. These types of white papers can be a real aid to local government
     The County does not have resources to perform certain studies, whitepapers or plans. Planning may be able to play an important role and/or resource facilitating state assistance
     Planning can provide technical assistance to local jurisdictions through MML, MACo, quarterly meetings, etc. Training sessions are needed for Planning Commissioners
     Planning needs to provide technical data that is consistent over time and of value to local jurisdictions 
     Aberdeen is updating its comprehensive plan so any assistance from Planning would be welcome.     Assistance from the State helping to update the Water Resource Element is especially needed
     Planning assistance for Route 40 redevelopment plan would be welcome		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Harford County		Central Maryland		We need to establish a vision of our community in 10 years and not be so reactionary to every issue		MDP

		Training and Education		Harford County		Central Maryland		Local planning staff identified the need for training on ethics and how to run a public meeting as topics that would be relevant to planning commission members		MDP

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Smart Growth policies to direct growth to Towns, hurt the County, don’t hold us back from allowing low density residential development in rural areas.
 Doesn’t work in smaller less dense counties.		MDP

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Bury phone lines in in Downtown Chestertown Historic District. Would require significant state agency assistance.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		      Continue interjurisdictional cooperation with PFA’s, Septic Tiers, PPA’s etc. 		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		County will be updating its Comprehensive plan (March 2018) stressing agriculture as the preferred land use, supporting tourism, and expansion of local employers where appropriate.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		MDP can help with technical studies such as the 301 corridor. Bringing groups together, being more inclusive and having a regional approach.		MDP

		Community		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County needs to update its comprehensive plan		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The tier map legislation does not appear to work for Queen Anne’s County. The County doesn’t have tier maps because of existing subdivision regulations 		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County has 80,000 in preservation, with zoning and Transfer of Development Rights (TDR’s) and development capacity of 1 house per 8 acres. The tier map is not appropriate for the County and impedes sustainable growth 		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The tier map appears to negatively impact our ability to promote use of our local transfer of development rights program. While it technically may not impact the County’s TDR program, there is a perception that the County’s TDR program is no longer viable		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There needs to be some consideration given to redefining Priority Funding Areas (PFA’s) and sewer service to rural jurisdictions that have density less than 3.5 dwelling units (du’s) per acre. The PFA Law eligibility needs to be more flexible to accommodate different regions of Maryland		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		There is very little capacity for sustainable growth in the County because of land use limitations, such as agriculture preservation, Critical Areas, and areas that don’t meet the minimum PFA density requirement. This leaves very little room in a County where the existing urban build out is 1 – 2 houses per acre. We need exemptions from the PFA process not exceptions. Having to go through the PFA exception process has delayed the construction of critical infrastructure (e.g., Rt. 304 overpass) from being started or completed as quickly as possible 		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		PFA Law’s density requirement of 3.5 du’s per acre is too high for rural area. Allowing lower density cluster development can preserve the rural character and still avoid spreading out development. One size does not all - rural and urban areas		MDP

		Demographics		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County relies heavily on MDP’s State Data Center for Census statistics, data interpretation, and analysis		MDP

		Demographics		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The County coordinates with MDP on property mapping to ensure local maps are in sync with state tax maps		MDP

		Economic Development		Queen Anne's County		Upper Eastern Shore		The State should provide mediators, so that in difficult development and land use cases the community and developer would not have to spend large amounts of money and years on conflict. It is usually preservation v. development. The State could play a role in helping resolve the issues		MDP

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Very proud of the Smith Island Vision Plan and the interjurisdictional and intergovernmental collaboration that went into it		MDP

		Community		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Significant history and heritage in Somerset County, which draws people to live and visit		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		More flexibility with historic tax credit program is needed		MDP

		Funding		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		State should provide additional funding to adaptively reuse all the armories that localities were stuck with. The only funding is through MHT and it is too expensive for a municipality to maintain the structures on their own		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		More GIS training would be helpful		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		There is a need for mapping assistance to identify blighted housing in the mid-shore area for code enforcement and housing rehabilitation assistance		MDP

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Planning and Zoning are rationales for giving citizens the run around and putting up red tape and developing long waiting lists 		MDP

		Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		More flexibility on Historic Tax Credits
 Maryland Historical Trust staff is great, but they cannot always make something work under their own requirements
 Section 106 standards are very tough. How can we modify them?
 Are there state funds available to help meet these standards?
 		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Maintain and/or increase access to Regional Planning staff		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		DNR and DHCD worked well together to assist the town in providing information for the local comprehensive plan		MDP

		Training and Education		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need for training at regional locations such as in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Historic Tax Credit Financing		MDP

		Community Engagement and Volunteerism		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Hard to fill positions for Historic Preservation Board, Planning Commission, Board of Appeals.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map requirements		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The northern part of the county doesn’t have the same development issues as the rest of the county. The Septic Law has stymied growth in the county.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		The PFA was shoved down our throats.		MDP

		General		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		After Terrapin Run, planning became so much more important.		MDP

		General		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		A Better Maryland should address technical assistance.		MDP

		Infrastructure		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Mapping of broadband coverage through the Maryland Broadband Cooperative is not complete.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		ESRI GIS mapping is not always useable, more attention is needed to include layers that are relevant to our needs.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		St. Mary’s wants to have a public GIS system comparable to PGAtlas.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Many small jurisdictions cannot afford GIS licenses or do not have the skilled technicians.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County has not adopted a Tier Map.  When the Septics Laws (SB236) was introduced, Washington County’s BOCC looked at what MDP’s mapping guidance recommended for Growth Tiers and decided it could not support a Tier Map like that.  Several years ago, the County staff prepared a draft Tier Map, but, MDP indicated it did not comply with the Septic Law’s mapping requirements because County’s comprehensive plan and zoning policy statements conflicted what was proposed on the Tier Map.		MDP

		Concern over Growth Tier Map Requirements		Washington County		Western Maryland		Washington County will be revisiting the Growth Tier Map issued during the upcoming comprehensive plan update.  We want to comply with the Septics Law, but want to also address local priorities.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		Local planning staff expressed concern whether there was a need to incorporate PlanMaryland’s planning areas into the preparation of local comprehensive plans currently underway		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		There is concern that State law treats county and municipal comprehensive plans differently and that counties do not have to prepare plans to the level of detail that municipalities do, particularly in preparing Municipal Growth Elements and designation of growth areas.		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		The 5-year development restriction on newly annexed property that is rezoned by the municipality to a higher density than the county needs to be addressed.  It doesn’t make sense to penalize the municipality when the State’s smart growth principles encourage us to concentrate development in areas served by water/sewer service. 		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should recognize that Maryland’s counties and municipalities are planning better today than they ever have.  It may be time to look at planning-related laws to see if they need to be amended or repealed.		MDP

		Economic Development		Washington County		Western Maryland		The State Development Plan should address how to promote good land use planning and economic development.		MDP

		General		Washington County		Western Maryland		Both Hagerstown and Washington County planning staffs indicated their appreciation for MDP’s regional planner technical assistance and encouraged its continued support.		MDP

		Communication		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Maryland Department of Planning should share the A Better Maryland work plan with jurisdictions as it is completed. This will help with better local buy in later.		MDP

		Community		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Need to plan for updating existing, but outdated communities (Retrofitting)
 How can the Maryland Department of Planning assist with this?		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		There needs to be a paradigm shift from MDP telling locals what to do, to assisting local jurisdictions in meeting their goals. 		MDP

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		WicomicCounty is doing what it is supposed tbe doing. 7 of 8 municipalities have already updated/adopted comprehensive plans, completing planning that was required and encouraged		MDP

		General		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The SDP should outline how the Maryland Department of Planning will coordinate with other state agencies		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Use the MPO’s as model for regional cooperation and sharing of common issues.		MDP

		Regionalism and Regional Planning		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Regional planners are a great asset to local jurisdictions. 		MDP

		State Agencies		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		How will MDP coordinate the SDP with other State agencies, inter State agency coordination is critical.		MDP

		State Agencies		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		The State plan should address land use and growth issues through smart growth.  		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Technical assistance on obtaining grants, conducting plans and studies, affordable housing, developing regional solutions to issues, and cooperation among State agencies is needed.  		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Enhanced technical assistance is needed, there is a general need for planners in smaller jurisdictions that don’t have the resources. 		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Wicomico County		Lower Eastern Shore		Assistance with more technical parts of comprehensive plans, such as Water Resource Element and the Municipal Growth Element 		MDP

		Demographics		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City’s census classification underrepresents its true population in the context of seasonal residential impacts. This hinders access to grant funding because the demographics are skewed (mentioned a couple times).		MDP

		Environment		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		We need to preserve the transition from town to rural.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Smaller jurisdictions need GIS support and access, which they cannot afford to develop on their own.		MDP

		Mapping Support and Data		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Want to have capacity to show developers what has happened in the community in the past 10 years and know where we are in real time without compromising security.		MDP

		Neighboring Jurisdictions		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Ocean City and the County are working together on annexations.		MDP

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		The public needs to be educated on permitting processes and how to submit an actionable application.		MDP

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Planning needs to stay at the local level (mentioned multiple times). 		MDP

		Planning		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Impact fees have really helped.		MDP

		Technical Assistance		Worcester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Berlin wants assistance with developing long range growth areas and a greenbelt.		MDP





MEA

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Renewable energy decisions, such as the Renewable Portfolio Standard, are all made at the State level. Concerned about Public Service Commission (PSC).		MEA

		Concerns Over Previous Mandates		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		Worried that legislation that County put in place to cap the number of acres dedicated to renewable energy production will be overridden by State PSC.
Dispersed energy generation may be a conflict over the next few years.
We want to do our own local planning on this and other issues.
For example, the Public Service Commission will deny one of our local plans, but then won’t offer any help to fix it.

		MEA

		Infrastructure		Caroline County		Upper Eastern Shore		We need to invest in our farms for building wind and solar power.		MEA

		Infrastructure		Cecil County		Upper Eastern Shore		Solar Farms. A Better Maryland needs to address these. Expecting more and more to come to Cecil.		MEA

		Infrastructure		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		Solar Industry
     This is a City and County issue
     What can be done to encourage the solar industry representatives to align with local codes and ordinances?
     Dorchester has a good working relationship with the Public Service Commission
     The State should review Minnesota’s very progressive approach to pollinator code requirements for solar farms 
     Best practices should be developed		MEA

		Infrastructure		Dorchester County		Lower Eastern Shore		County is considering offshore wind		MEA

		Economic Development		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Need to embrace technology – solar and wind projects in the right locations.		MEA

		Infrastructure		Kent County		Upper Eastern Shore		Concern about the biggest wind turbines over 500 feet in height.		MEA

		Economic Development		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The lack of available natural gas is significant impediment to economic development in Somerset County  		MEA

		Infrastructure		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		Somerset needs infrastructure investment to compete statewide, specifically natural gas, which stops at Salisbury. Many employers say they cannot open shop in the County without natural gas. The County could put development where it wants it to go if it had natural gas infrastructure		MEA

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Green energy is problematic. Subsidizing wind turbines and solar panels cost taxpayers’ money.		MEA

		Environment		St. Mary's County		Southern Maryland		Renewable energy goals are problematic (too high).		MEA





MHEC

		Topic		County		Region		Comment Made		Lead Agency

		Community		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The City of Frostburg has a very good working relationship with Frostburg State University.  They have established good communications and are closely coordinating public services and sharing resources.		MHEC

		Economic Development		Allegany County		Western Maryland		Frostburg State University has a huge economic impact on the region, estimated to be annually $173 million across Maryland and $121 million in Allegany County alone, based on a 2013 study.  Now that impact is closer to $180 million.		MHEC

		Youth		Allegany County		Western Maryland		The County is losing its college-age population.  When they go away to school they don’t come back, and we are not able to retain the young professionals coming out of FSU.		MHEC

		Infrastructure		Harford County		Central Maryland		Schools
     School class size is a real concern – 29 students to a class 
     They are continuing to cut positions and increase class sizes 
     It is important to keep kids active, which requires great schools and after-class programs 
     Businesses are not attracted to communities where the schools are lagging
     More attention needs to be placed on our tech schools. Our county tech school is overcrowded. Not all kids have to go to college, but they need the proper training for the skilled trades
     Harford seems to be ignored by the State when it comes to spending on a per pupil basis
     There is a lack of consistency with school curriculum in the county. Principals get to pick the curriculum, so each school is different. Are our kids getting a good education when you have this inconsistency?		MHEC

		Training and Education		Somerset County		Lower Eastern Shore		The University of the Eastern Shore “attracts” much, much less financial support than the University of Maryland Baltimore Campus. Why?		MHEC
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THEMES
• Data Accessibility 
• Regionalism and the State’s Role
• Collaboration Between State Agencies and Jurisdictions
• Coordinating Economic Development and Environmental 

Preservation
• Infrastructure Assistance (Funding and Design)
• Affordable/Workforce/Generational Housing
• Shrinking Public Volunteerism and Engagement
• Needs of Rural Communities (eg transit)
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WORKGROUPS
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ROLE IN COMMENT ANALYSIS

Provide 
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Calvert County Officials Meeting
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We need to plan for 
updating (retrofitting) 
existing, but outdated 
communities.

REINVEST MARYLAND
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• Should A Better Maryland address this issue?
• What is its relative importance?
• What state agencies should be involved?
• Is there an opportunity for state and local partnership?
• Do it present regional differences? 

QUESTIONS
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Howard County could use 
more information on APFOs. 
Not just what other 
jurisdictions are doing but an 
explanation of how they 
function and operate. 
Planning should provide 
periodic updates, perhaps  
every two years, so these 
documents stay current. 

APFO 
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• Should A Better Maryland address this issue?
• What is its relative importance?
• What state agencies should be involved?
• Is there an opportunity for state and local partnership?
• Do it present regional differences? 

QUESTIONS



Planning.Maryland.gov

Attracting the 
appropriate types of 
jobs is critical. Large, 
high-density 
employers will not 
come to Kent County. 
We need to support 
local and small 
businesses. 

RURAL ECONOMIES
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• Should A Better Maryland address this issue?
• What is its relative importance?
• What state agencies should be involved?
• Is there an opportunity for state and local partnership?
• Do it present regional differences? 

QUESTIONS
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There is a need for 
training at regional 
locations in areas such 
as Geographic 
Information Systems 
(GIS) and Historic Tax 
Credit Financing.

EDUCATION



Planning.Maryland.gov

• Should A Better Maryland address this issue?
• What is its relative importance?
• What state agencies should be involved?
• Is there an opportunity for state and local partnership?
• Do it present regional differences? 

QUESTIONS
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NEXT STEPS
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• Complete Survey and Listening Sessions
• Compile Comments
• Assign Comments
• In-reach
• Recommendations and Priorities

ANALYSIS
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SUMMER CONFERENCES
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FALL EVENT

Panel Discussions
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