Gaithersburg and Rockville Lead State’s Municipal Gains

The Montgomery County municipalities of Gaithersburg and Rockville had the largest numeric gains over
the last two plus years, according to recently released estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau.! Between
April 1, 2010 and July 1, 2012, Gaithersburg grew by just over 2,900 residents (4.9%) and Rockville by
just over 1,950 residents (3.2%). Rounding out the top five gains were two more municipalities in
central Maryland: Bowie (1,199, or 2.2%) in Prince George’s County and Frederick City (1,143, or 1.8%) in
Frederick County, and Salisbury (903 or 3.0%) in Wicomico County on the Eastern Shore. (See Chart 1
and Table 2.)

The Census Bureau’s municipal estimates are based on a housing unit methodology — essentially driven
by the number of building permits issued for the construction of residential units — and are then
controlled to previously estimated countywide totals.> The county population estimates are derived by
a cohort component methodology, i.e. thru estimates of births, deaths and domestic and international
migration.

The latest Census Bureau’s population estimates confirmed that Frederick City (66,382) is the largest
municipality in Maryland outside of Baltimore City.> Following Frederick City is Rockville (63,244),
Gaithersburg (62,794), Bowie (56,129) and Hagerstown (40,638). The top five municipalities in 2012 are
the same as in 2010. (See Chart 2 and Table 3.)

There are also municipalities which were estimated to have experienced population declines since 2010,
with the largest of these declines occurring in the Allegany towns of Cumberland (-259, or -1.2%), and
Frostburg (-175, or -1.9%). After Frostburg, the estimated declines drop off significantly with Crisfield (-
54, or -2.0%), Denton (-46, or -1.0%) and Federalsburg (-42, or -1.5%) on the Eastern Shore rounding out
the bottom five.* (See Chart 3.)

Municipal Shares Hold Steady

Overall, the percentage change in total municipal population between April 1, 2010 and July 1, 2012
(1.1%) was one-half of the non-municipal portions of Maryland (2.2%). However, if Baltimore City is
subtracted from the municipal total, then the municipal percent change (1.9%) is much closer to the
non-municipal increase of 2.2 percent. (See top of Table 1.)

! Release date of May 23, 2013

? The Census Bureau also keeps the Census 2010 municipal average household size and vacancy rates constant in
their municipal population calculations for 2011 and 2012.

* Baltimore City’s population as of July 1, 2012 was previously estimated to be 621,342. See U.S. Census Bureau's
2012 Population Estimates for Maryland's Jurisdictions The Census Bureau treats the City like a county in its
estimates methodology, and uses the cohort component, rather than the housing unit method, to estimate
population changes.

* Note that the decline in Crisfield does NOT take into account any losses that might have occurred due to
Superstorm Sandy.
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The overall municipal share of the State’s total population has declined slightly from 2010 (26.2%) to
2012 (26.0%). On the other hand, the municipal population share less Baltimore City in 2012 (15.4%) is
the same as in 2010 and is actually at its highest share since 1930. (See Chart 4.)

Baltimore City’s share of total municipal population continues to fall — reaching 40.6 percent in 2012,
down from 41.1 percent in 2010 (in 1930 the City made up over three quarters of the State’s municipal
population). (See Chart 5.) This City’s recent decline in share occurred despite the fact that Baltimore
City did experience some population growth between 2010 and 2012 (381, or 0.1%).

Overall, the municipal population share of countywide population tends to be higher in the more rural
areas of Maryland. Leaving out the extremes of no municipal population in Baltimore County and
Howard County, and all municipal population in Baltimore City, the municipal share ranges from 2.9
percent in St. Mary’s County in Southern Maryland to over 40.0 percent in Kent, Dorchester and
Wicomico counties on the Eastern Shore, and in Allegany and Washington counties in Western
Maryland, as well as in Frederick County. (See Table 4 and Map 1.)

For more information, contact Mark Goldstein at mgoldstein@mdp.state.md.us
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