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Mayor ad Town Councl of Friendxitfe
PG Dox D
Friembavilie, M1 1157

RESOLUTION 1063 0]

WHEREAS, Asticle G608 of the Code of Public fonorsf Laws of Marvlend sathowizes and
wnpweas the Town of Frcsdeville b makc and sdogt 3 Plan for Be genseal
prapose of puiding amt asc-ompbishing the coovdawicd, adinated and hammatism
development of lac Tingm: and

WHERFAS, Friendsville has, by duly adepted Resahition of the Mayew and Town Coumeil,
appinted a Planning Commission (o exorcise the powere sl duties conferred by
wid Asacle 665 znd

WHEHEAY, Said Friewdaitc Plansieg Conmniminm, #eling with the aifivicy and assicanes of
the cifivens of the Town hzs cavsed 1o be preparcd an updaee 1o the Trwn s
Commprthanaye Man, entitied A Comprehenaive Devejopment Fian for
Foendsvitia™ and

WHEREAS, Said Devclopmenl Plas is destpned 20d inteanded bo promets the health, salety,
weosals, order, comrenienes, frosperity st pewral wellsre of the present end St
tesideads of Friendneille; and

WHERE 45, Said Development Plan ks berm sebjee! la public raview and o prblic beannge
skt by pagd Articie 86H; and

WIEREAS, The Frendovifie Flaminp Cormoisston has tberealier approrved xanf Plan and has
recatoiended Sal il be adopled by the Mayor and Towse Cownal; and

WHEREAS, T Mayer and Town Coursed] leave carefuify convidersd said Plan wopether with
the omIens and Migpestions reganting raid Plan md find St sqd Plan
sorstibtes & alshis mitonal and {imely plan lo guide B ftrs deyvelopaent of
Fricnudawille inlo the nedt contrry.

ROW, THEREFCRE, BE IT RESOLVEL that the dovemend iladed Asmuet 2003 «omsisting of
the text and paps switled “A Comprehenatie Development Plsn for Frimndmnd [l
is Twzeby adopbed a3 the Plm fx Fricndsville purenant o axid Adicle S62; and

BE T FURTHER RESCLYER! Hiat the Fricndsville Plaming Commmimsion shall causs aaid
Bian to be published and & copy thensed 40 by cexiified to e Clerk; of the Tirout

Court of Garett County.

DULY ADOFTEDR BY A ITMAMIMOUS YOTE OF THE MAYOM AND TOWN
COUNCIL OF FRIENDSVELE MARYLAND TS 21at DAY OF AUGUST

2003,

swer B, S-ehimmg!&. hfayor T Lininger, 1
2,
]ﬁ’ . Fox, E,n.umiiwmnm

TR Y,

r~TFranoea b Friend, Coaneiloorman

1 eeriify the foregoing Resoleticn was duly pamed and adopted by (he
hizyoe and Town ConnciT at 8 regufar mocing held Angust 21, 2003, 1 figther
cenify this reprvdactyon 1s 7 aseioabs Gosimile of said Brasiion: and [ frther
certily | sm the Clerk-Treanaer of said hayor and Tows Ciumet charged witl (e
mespimuibility of keepmy and recording alf mimetea, meonds and zols of the Meyar
azd Town Cometl; and I fiwther cerlify Spencer B. Schloanagls, fane G Faog
Francea 82 Fricnd Wapne A, Friend, Tames W, Limnges, Philtp F, Smith and
Tery E. Spear ti bo the appropriate offictabs lo stan said Boashetion, ]

\ WA L {
Jara 5 Singy, =1 TEAuTET
Fricendouribe Mayor and Tows Councif






Towa of Fricedssdlts Comprehensive Plan

FOREWORID}

The Town of Friendsville recognizes that planning is the way to schieve a better tomoirow.
Planning for Friendsville as well as for the rest of Garrett County reaches back to the carly
1970s when Garrett County and many of ifs municipalities including Friendsville adopled their
first Comprehensive Pluns. These forward thinking govenments could foresee that change was
going to occur.  Rather than merely waiting passively {or the iuture 1o happen, they chose to
plan for the fiture, Friendsvitle updated its Comprehensive Plan in 1995 in response lo fhe many
changes that had occwired since the Plan’s adoption in 1996,

This Comprehensive Plan represents Friendsville’s commitment 1o guide the future
development and preservation of the town and fo cnhance the current and fisure guality of life.
Its value to Fricndsville will be in cvaluating each proposed change in the community. For every
proposed change, there should be un affimalive suswer to the guestion: “Droes it conform to our
Comprehensive Plan’, or ‘Does it carry out the ohjcctive of the Man’,

THE NEW PEANNING ACT

The need for mere up-to-date information and the desirabilily of reevahiating the ideas in a
previous Comprehensive Plan are not the only reasons why Friendsville is embarking in this
ctiort to update the Conprehensive Plan. Friendsville is now required to revicw and if necessary
updaie its Comprehensive Plan to comply with the provisions of the Feonomic Growth, Resource

Protection and Planming Acl of 1952,

New mnd updated information was obtained and examined in order to addvess the following
seven visions m the Maryland Planmng Acl of 1992,

+ Concentrate development in suitable areas.

FProviding development opportunities near existing and planned populiaiion centers where
existing and for planned water and sewer service exist is important.

s Protect sensitive arcas.

Providing open space lo protect streams and siveam buffers, steep slopes, [00-year
feodplains and habitats of endangered and threatened species is important,

+ Tn rural areas, direct growth te existing population centers and protect resource areas.
Providing development apportunities within and around Garreit County's towns and

other concentrations of development such as Friendsville, protecting unique natural
resonrces and retaining rival aredas are important.

1i



Town of FriesdsviBle Comprenenzive Fizn

o Demonstrate stewardship of the Bay and the land,

Identifping and protecting environmentally sensitive areas rhat residential or
nonresidential development conld dunmage while educating government officials and local
residents to the issucs and concerns of the Chesapeake Bay are imporiont.

¢ Conserve and reduce the consumption of nataral resources,
Protecting key parcels of land can help protect lavger sections of resource areas.

+ Encourage economic growth and streambine [and use regulatory measures to cocourage
the achievement of the preceding five vistons.

FProviding economic development opportunities o existing businesses, seeking new
businesses and enhancing other activities such as tourismt gre fmporfant as well as
amending existing land wse regulations and providing new provisions that will assist
Friendsville to achieve this vision in the State Plawning Act,

* Adequate pablic freilities and infrastructare ander the control of the Connty or
Maunicipal corporation are avaiizble or planned in areas where growth is to ocear.

suring that public water and sewer facilities are either in place or propuosed in conjunciion
with new development in compliance with the 1997 Smart Growth and Neighborhood

Convervation fmifiatives.

» Address funding mechanisms lo achieve the previous policies,

Appropriating funds, continuing public and private cooperative veniures, seeking creative
financing teclptiques and promoting volunteerism and cooperation are important.

1997 Smart Crowth asd Neigshborhoud Conservation Inkfiatives

The 1997 General Assembly adopled several speeific programs, which togcther fonm the
Smart Growth initiatives. Colectively, these inifiatives aim to direct Siate resources to
revitalize older developed arcas, prescrve some of Maryland's valuable resource and open
space lands, and discourage the confinuafion of sprawling development into our rural

Brcas.

The Smant Growth legislation alows the State to direct its programs and funding to
support locally designated growth areas and protect raral arens. This landmark
legislation's passage is a significant accomplishment, which will play a major role in
Maryland's efforts to better manage land use and growth.

The centerpiece of this ncw [cgislative package is the "Priority Funding Arcas”
tegistation, which limits most State inlrastrecture funding and economic development,
housing and other program monies to Smart Growlh Areas, which local govermments
designate for growth. The other bills in the 1997 legislative package also support locaily

2
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identified development arcas. Thoy {acilitate the reuse of brownfields and provide lax
credits to businesses creating jobs in a Prionty Funding Area. A new Live Near Your
Work pilot program supports this effort by providing cash confributions o workers
buying homes in certain oldcr neighborhoods. And, o spur more preservation of
undeveloped land, ihe new Rural Legacy Program provides financial resources for the
protection of farm and forestlands and the conservation of these essential rural resources

from development

The Priority Funding Arcas legisiation builds on the foundation created by Visions
adopted as Slale policy in the 1992 Growth Act. Bepinning Ocother 1, 1998 Smart
Growlh establishes a policy for the usc of State funds, which support conununities, and
influences the location of development. State funding for projects in Maryland
municipalities, other existing comumunitics, industrial areas, and planned wowth areas
designated by countics will receive priority funding over other proicets. Priority Funding
Areas are localions where the State and local governments wani o largel (heir efforis to
encourage and suppoit economic development and new growth.

Rural Legacy Program

The Raral Legacy Program will redirect exisling S{ate funds into a focused and dedicated
land preservation program specifically designed to limit the adverse iinpacis of sprawl on
our agricultural lands and natmral resources, The Program will reallocate State funds to
purchase conservalion easements for large contiguous fracts of agriculiural, forest and
natural areas subject to development pressure, and fec interesls in open space where
public access and use is nceded. Local governmenis and privaie land trosts will be
enconraged {0 idenify Rural Legacy Arcas and o competitively apply for fimds (o
complement existing land conscrvation efforts or create new ones.

Brownfields Legislation
Matryland’s new Brownticlds law limils lability for fhose redevcloping unused or

shandoned properiies that are contaminated, or even perceived to he contaminated, unless
they exacerbate contamination or create new pollution. The law creates a vohuntary clean-
up program through which an eligble developer supplies the State information ahowl
environmenial conditions, including contamination of the sile and proposcd clean-up
procedurcs. If approved, the applicani prepares a detailed Rosponse Aclion Plan that
explains ail tasks necessary to clean np the sitc and demonstrates that the project meets
applicable public health and environmental proiection criteria. This process also provides
an opporiunily for public participation.

Live Near Your Work Program

The Live Near Yowr Work Program encourages employees of Maryland's businesses and
institutions to buy homes near their workplace. This initiative will help stabilize the
neighborhoods smrounding the State’s major cmployers by stimulating home ownership
in targeted communities, Tn addilion to providing resources for programs sponsored by
public and private institutions, the Statc is participating as a major employer,

Job Creation Tux Credit Program

The Job Creation Tax Credit Program enconrages mid-sived and smaller businesses (o
invest in Smarl Growlh areas around the Slate. Small busincsses comprisc almost 80
porcent of Maryland businesses, and small businesses in particular generate the majority

3
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of new job growth in the Statc. This proposal will encourage small busincss development
and job growth in areas accessible to available labor pools, and will encourage more
efficicnt use of the State's existing infrastructure.

The Plan

This Plan reprcscots Fricndsville’s commitment to planming for ifs fuluze. The Plan is
visionary, provides foresight, und Is practical. It cmphasizes commumity oricnted goals and
recommendations and provides a framework from which they can be carried out. The Plam,
when adepted by the Mayoer and Town Council, will represent the official local policy on the
future devclopment and conservation of the Town of Friendsvitlc.

This Comprehensive Plan inclides {wo major chapters:

Conditions Coamprchensive
And Trends > Plan

+ Conditiops and Trends - Natural features, demographics, existing land use, cconomic
conditions, transportation, convmunity facilitics and services and other important lopics
are closely examined in this chapter. The findings and conchusions provide the basis for
cstablishing goais and formulating recommendations in the Comprehensive Plan,

Comprehensive Plan-The Comprehensive Plan conlains goals reconumendations on
land  use, community facilitics and services, transportation, mineral resources and
scngitive natiral arcas. The Plan also describes shotl and long-term aclions to

implement these  recommendations.



Town of Frestdsvibie Compreitensive Flan

CONDITIONS
AND
TRENDS

This chapler explains how the existing  physical
characteristics of the Town camc about and what social,
economic and physical laciors influence the possibilifies for
future development. The eight subjects are discussed

foHowing a swmnmary of major lindings;

YLocation and Iiistory +  Existing Land Use
- Natural Features - EBconomy
Sensitive Areas + Transportation

Population and Housing - Community Facililies
and Serviccs

The information and insights gained from carefuily
cvaluating these subject areas guided Friendsville's Mayor
andl Town Counct! in prepuring this Plan.
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SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS

This seclion smnmarizes the significant condilions and trends from studying and
evaluating cigh! subject areas

LOCATION AND HISTORY

L.ocation- Friendsville is tocaled in the exireme nerthwost comer of both the State of
Maryland and Garrett County, the State’s weslemmmost snbdivision.

History- Friemdsville is considered to be the first settlement in Garrctt County.
Originally a Shawnee Indian Trihe village, John Friend purchased (his land Fom the
Native Americans in 1765, Tt is from (its family that Friendsville derives its name. Its
growth during the early to mid-nincteenth century onward, blended the repion’s rich
natural resources of iron, lnmber, coat and agricnliural products such as tobaceo, with the
development of local indusiry, fransportation and self-reliant “home occupations,” such
as foundrics, tanneries and the manufacturing of weaving Iooms and spinning wheels,
The adven! of the railroad in 1889 and the opening of Route 48 provided the access for
movernent of goods/materials, which stimulated the cconomy. Locally based industry
and manufacturmg still provide an cmployment based with potential ior new growth.

NATURAL FEATURES

Hydrology- Friendsvillc is focated in the nerth section of the Youghiogheny River
drainage basin. The Youghiogheny River, Bear Creel, Minnow Creck and an umiamed
tributary of the Youghiogheny River flow through Friendsville. The Youghiogheny
River was designated a Maryland State Scenic and Wild River in 1971, The
Youghiogheny River Reservolr, just north of Friendsville, was constructed primarily for
fiow regulation and flood control.

Soils- Most soils i the Friendsville area pose limitations to development because they
are stecply stoped and posc a challenge for septic tank installation, highway and building
construction and the instatlalion of underground utilitics. Seils of this nature make an
almost complcte ring around the Town., This is a parlicular constraining factor in the
larpe, relatively flat, undeveloped landmass lying north of Maryland Roule 42 and west
of the river. With innovative engineering and planning techniques this chaflenge can be
managed.

Topography- Most of the Tand surrounding Friendsville is steep with slopes of 25
percent or greater, which can posc somc limitations for the physical cxpansion of the
Town.

Minerat Resources—Coal is the principal mineral found in the Friendsville area,
There arc also deposits of limestone, sandstone, clays and shales in the northwestern
portion of Guirett Counly, Natursl gas deposits and gas storage felds are located just
east of Fricndsvitle in the Accident gas ficld.
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Prime Agricultural Lands—DMuch of the land willnn Friendsville (approximately
160 acres) is considered prime agricultural fand. More than half of the prime agricultural
land within Friendsville, particularty aleng the east side of the Youghioghony River, Is
currenily developed. The remaining prime agriculiural fand within Friendsville is located
along the west side of the niver,

SENSITIVE AREAS

Streams and Their Beflfers—The Youghiogheny River, 1ts iributarics and the land
adjoining them arc, valuable and scnsitive resources waitanting protection.

130-Ycar Floodplains—!00 vear floodplains oxist along the Yonghiogheny River,
Bear Creck and along Minnow Creek.

Habiiats of Rare, Threatened and Fadanugered Species—Certain asreas in the
vicinily of Friendsville provide desirahle habitats for the maintcnance, cxpansion and
fong term survival of rare, threatened and endangerced spocies,

Steep Slopes—Steeply sloped areas thai swrround the developed portion of
Fricndsville mainly follow the Youghiogheny River und Bear Creek.

Secaic Vistas and Corriders—The relativcly steep forrain surrounding Fricndsville
provides many captivating views of s surrounding arvea....particularly the
Youghiogheny River Scenic Corridor,

POPULATION AND HOUSING

Population Change—Friendsville’s population was 539 in 2000 compared to a
population of 577 in 1990. The population trends in Friendsville arc characterized by 2
large influx of people in the early 1900°s. His popnlation increased every decade between
1920 and 1950, declined the next three decades and then mereased between 1980 and

1990,

Age and Gender—Young adults (age 18-44) represenied the largest age group in
1990 and 2000 {36594 of the population). Seniors (ages 65+ represented the smallesr age
group during those years {17% of the population). Middle-aged adulis (ages 45-64) werc
the only age group that increased in population between 1990 and 2000. More females
resuled in Friendsville in [990 and 2000 than males, comprising approximately 51% of
the populstion.

Honseholds—The total namber of households 1t Friendsville increased lrom 222
hoaseholds in 1990 to 232 1 2000, . .3 4% incrcasc overall.

Income—Fricndsvitle had an annual per capita and median household income of
$£13,202 and $24,286 respectively in 1999,
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Housing—Friendsville had 266 {otal housing units in 2000, 12.8% of which were
vacant, Owner occupicd homes represenied the most common type of housing unit in
2000, comprising 56,9% of all housing units. The median value of an owner-occupied
home in Friendsviile was $73,100 in 2000, compared to $86,400 in Garrett County.

EXTSTING LAND USE

Most of Friendsville's developed tand is occupied by housing, particularly single-
tamily homes, Commercial businesses are primarily located along Maple Street betweon
Morris and Second Avenues. Industrial activity is confined to one bowt manulacturer and
to one whifcwaler apparel manufacturcr. The boat manuvfacturer is located in the old
school located at the intersection of Second Avenue and QOak Streef, The whitewater
apparel mannfacturer is located at the infersection of Waler Street and Maple Street.
Other arcas west of the river are zoncd for indnstrial use.

ECONOMY

The vast majority of Friendsville’s residents {73.9%) who were in the Isbor foree
warked in the private sector in 2000, Boaling and rafting throughout the country have
contributed to the large number of manufacturing jobs in the area, employing 25% of the
labor force.

TRANSPORTATION

Magor Highways and T.ocal Roads The Nationsl Freeway (I-68) is the major
highway that passcs through Friendsville. MD 42 and MD 742 are the only stale
thoroughfares to impact Friendsville. The State Highway Administration’s ongoing
highway needs mventory indicates the need lo reconstruct both lancs of MD 42 to US
219 and north of Friendsville to Pennsylvania. Local roads melude those mamtamed by
the County such as Friendsville Addison Road, Bear Creek Road and Dixon Road, as
well as other roads maintained by Friendsville. The streets and roads in Town are ali

paved aud in good condition,

- Public Transportation—The Garretl Counly Cominunity Action Commitice provides
@ variely of public transportation services, which arc avalable fo the residents of

Friendsville.
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Water and Sewerage Scrvices—The Garrelf County Sanitary District oporates and
maintains the public waler and sewerape systeins that serve the residents of Friendsville.
Nutncrous improvements have been made over the last three years to correct defects and
to replace aging componcents of both systenis. The existing systems have the capacity to
secommeodate additional development.

Emergency Managemest—The County Shenift™s Office n Oakland and the
Maryiund State Police in McHenry provide police protection to Friendsville. The
Friendsvilic Volunicer Fire and Rescue Company located on Walaut and Sceond Streets
provide fire protection. The Narthern Garrett County Rescue Sguad also provides
emergency services Lo the residents of Fricndsvillc.

Goverament Facilitics—The iown of Friendaville owns and maintains the current
municipal building, the former municipal buildmng, a 68-acre parking lot, a maintenance
huilding and the Fricndsville Community Park. The Town of Priendsvile has
constructed a facility to accommeodate a “Head Start” program and a commmnity/senior
citizen center. In addition, most or ail of Fnemdsville’s children and youth attend the
Friendsville Elementury, Northemn Middic and Northern High Schools.

Healthk Services——1he Gametl Counly Memorial Hospital in Oskiand is the closcst
significunt health facilily. The Garrett Counnty Health Depariment has 2 new facility on
Memorial Drive wiich is close to the Hospilal. The Garrett Medieal Group has an office
in town that s stafted by 1 full time nurse practitioner and 2 doclors who work two days

iweask,

Social Services The Gamrett County Deparimend of Soctal Services admimsters a
wide vartety of soctal scrvices for the residents of Friendsville as well as for Garretl

County.

Sofid Waste Managemert—A povaie collecior collects trash and hauls the material
to a County fandfill,
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LOCATION AND HISTORY T Ty

Friendsville is located in the cxtreme northowest corner of both the State of Maryiand and
Gurrett County, the Siaie’s westermmost county. Siluated on the scenic Yorghiogheny
River, the Town is nestled in a narrow valley surrounded by the stecp slopes of the
Allegheny Mountains. Intcrstate 68, a modern replacement for U.S. Route 40, the
“National Road”, culs through the center of Friendsville in an cast-wesi direction.

REGIONAL LOCATION

Friendsville is considered to be the site of the arca’s first settlement in what is today
known as Garrett County, The land upon which the Town now stands was criginally a
village of the Shawnee Indian Tribe. ln 1765, this land was purchased from the Nutive
Americans by John Fricnd, the first white man to settlc with his family in the
County. It is from this tamily that Friendsville derives its name. Ironfcally, the family
of John Friend, which scttled on banks of the Youghiogheny River in 1765, did so in
direct violation of a proctamation from The King of England prohibiting scitioment west
of the AHophenies. Therefore, one conld say Friendsville’s genesis stcms from one of the
nation’s earliest recorded roning violations. The Town of Fricndsyille characterizes the
rich cultwral, historical and frontier heritage of Western Maryland. Its prowih dexing the
carly to mid-mneteenth century onward, blended the region’s rich natura] resources of
iron, lumber, coal and agricullural products such as. tobacco, wiih the development of
local industry, {ransportation and sclftreliant “home occupations,” such as foundrics,
tannerics and the manufacturing of weaving looms and spimming wheels.

Friendsville or “Friend’s Forfunc”, as it was originally known, remains defined by many
of thesc same elements of 200 years ago. The November 1975 opening of US 48, Garrelt
Counnty’s first divided four-lane highway, provided the access for movement of goods
and materials and cconemic influx in much the same way as the arrivail of the raifroad did
in 1889. Locaily based mdustry and manufacturing still provide an employment base
with potential for new growth. Home oceupations and eustomized scrvices remain viable
enterprises for craflsmen and self-reliant cntvepreneurs within this small community.
Natural resources such as the Youghiogheny River still serve as a mapnct for settiement
and, with selected development und guided use, the opportunities for new cconomic
cXpansion.

NATIRAL FEATURES

This section describes natural features in Friendsville. This ineludes clitate, hydrology,
soils, topography, ntineral resources and prime agricultural Jands. These unique
natural arcas are the foundation of Friendsville’s rich natural heritage...a heritage
that has significanily contributed lo the quality of life in Friendsville. Conserving
these unique natural arcas is an important objeciive of this Comprehensive Plan,

Climate

Garrett County’s relatively high clevation and interior continental location combine
to produce both the greatest mean annual precipitation (47" and the lowest mean
annual lemperatures (47.9°F) in the state.  Fricnouville’s climate is somewhat milder

HE
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than Crarretl County’s duc to its lower elevation of approximately 1,400 feel above sea
level,

Gencerally, the County receives 82 inches of snowfal per vear and experiences belween |
150 to 160 rainy days cach year. Owverail preeipitation is 46-48 inches, about 6 inches
more than the easlern portion of the County receives {east of Backbone Monmain and
Big Savage Mountain). Ileaviest rainfall ocours in midsunmer, with avtumn and  early
winter being the dricsi scasons.

West and northwest winds arc dominant in Garrett County throughout the year. Most
of the County experiences 150 days annually with below freeving temperatures, The
average winler lemperature is 29 demrees and the average sumnler temperature Is 68
degrees. The Garrett County growing scason averages 122 days. The growing
seasonl niay be a mounth longer in Frendsville due to its lower slevation and milder
climate.

Hydrology

Friendsville is Tocated in the northermn section of the Youghiogheny River Drainage
Basin, which encompasscs 55 squarc miles in tlie northwest corner of Garret
County. The Youghtogheny River, Bear Creek, Minnow Creek and an unnamed
tributary of the Youghiogheny River are the major waterway corridors that flow
through Friendsville {sec Sensitive Areas Map on page 16). The Youghiogheny River
flows In a northerly divection through the westemn part of Town and then loops eastward
along Friendsville’s northern Boundary. Bear Creck {lows into Friendsville from the cast
side of Town and conlinues north to link with the Youghiogheny on the north side of
Town. Minnow Creek and a smaller tribuiary flow into the Youghiogheny River on the
west side of Town.

The Yoeughiogheny River Rescrvoir, located just north of Friendsville, was created as a
result of the Youghiogheny River Dum in Peunsylvania. This facilily was consiructed
early in the 1940°s primarity for flow rcgulation and floed comtrel. The water lovel in
this impoundment is significantly lowered each summer and (2]l o provide storage for
floed control duing late winter and spring.

The Yonghiogheny River and rescrvoir arc valuable assets to Friendsville and to Garrett
County m gencral. In addilion lo flood conlrel the river provides recreation and excellent
fishing. The reservoir provides flood control for down strean communitics.

The Youghiogheny River was designated a Marvland State Scenic and Wild River in
197} and was recomenended for inclusion in the Nalional Wild and Scenic Rivers System
by the National Park Service in 1978, In 1984 the Maryiand Department of Natural
Resonrces initisted the identification of the “Scenic Corridor™ of the Youghiogheny, In
1988 the State inittated acquisilion of river corridor lands, The Youghiogheny Scenic
and Wild River Local Advisory Board has been in the proccss of preparing a
comprehensive management plan to protect the river and its diverse resources for future

generations.
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Soils

Soils in the Friendsville arca pose a challenge io devclopers unless innovative
construction techniques are used. Extension of the watcr and sewer infrastructure weuld
assis{ in the expansion of the Town. This is a particular concern in the large, rclatively
fat, undeveloped landmass lying north of Maryland Route 42 und west of the river.
Whilc the soils in {lns area of the Town are adequate for most types of construction and
are also fairly adaptable to agrieultural use, they are not desirable for seplic tank
installation. Cxtension of water and sewer iines would eliminale the need for wells and
septic tanks and overcome these soil constrainis in many areas around Town which arc

relatively level.

Topapraphy

Friendsvillc is swronnded by rugged ferruin with steep slopes and high elevations.
Elevations in the area range from 1,400 feet above sca level at the river to 2,800 feet
above sea level along Winding Ridge, east of Town. Most of the land around

Friendsvilic has slopes of 25 percent or greater.

Mrmeral Besources

Coal ts the principal mineral found in the Foendsville area. Substantial quaniities of coal
can be found along the entire Youghiogheny River Basin, There arc also deposits of
limesione, saidstone, clays and shales in the northwestem portion of Garrslt County.
Natural pas deposits and gas storage fields are located just easi of Priendsville in the

Accideni gas field.

Primc Aericultural Lands

The United States Depariment of Agriculture, Soil Conscrvailion Service defines Prime
Agricultural FLand as land that has the best combination of physical and chemical
characteristics for producing food, forage, fiber and oil seed crops and is also available
for these uses (the land could be cropland, pastureland, rangeland, forest land or other
land, bul nol urban built up land). It has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture
supply nceded to cconemically produce sustained high viclds of crops when treated and
managed, including water management, according to acceptable farming melhods. In
general, prime farmlands have an adeqguale and dependable water supply from
precipitation or irrigation, s favorable temperatre and growing season, acceptable acidity
arul abkalinity, accepiable salt and sodium content and few or no rocks.

Much of the land within Fricndsville, especially along the Youghiogheny River and Bear
Creck, can be considered prime agricultural land under the previous definition.
Unfortunately, prime agricultural land, which is well suited for farming, is also well
suited for dovelopment. More than half of the 160 acres of prime agricultural land within
Friendsville, particularly along the east side of the Youghioghcny River, is currently
developed. The remaining prime agricultural land within Friendsville is located along the
woest side of the nver aud is currently in agricultural use,
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Although prime agicultiural soils are limited in the neathy aress outside of Friendsville,
some farms do cxist along the rdges of the hills to the east of Town.
Seunsitive Arcas

The Marvland Fconomic Growth, Resource Profection and Planning Act of 1902
identifices models and gwidelines for the protection of fowr spectfic natural resource
sensitive areas. The mtent of the act 15 (o meludefuse these models and gnidelines in the
preparaiton of county and municipal Comprehensive Plans. The {our types of scnsifive
HTERS Arc:

Streams and ther buifers

100 — year floodplains

Habituis of vare, threatened and endangered species
Steep stopes

" & 4 &

In addition to protecting these sensifive arcas, local jurisdictions may choosc to protcet
other types of sensitive arcas including nalural and cultural resources such as scenic
visias, historic properties aud archeological sites. Tihe sections that folow describe
sensitive areas in and aronnd the Town of Friendsville. A map depicling these areas is

shown ou page 16.

Streams dnd Their Buffers

The Youghiogheny River, Bear Creck, Minnow Crecl and unnamed tributary of the
Youghiogheny River wre the major waterway corridors flowing throngh Fricndsviile.
These watcrways and the land adjoining them are valuable and sensitive resources, They
are a source of recreation and a vital habitat lor aquatic and plant communities and
wildiife in the avea. In addition, the Youghiogheny River is a source of drinking water for
the Town of Friendsvilic.

Equally important to protecting the watcrways is to protect their associated buffer areas.
Stream buifers are the blanket of vegelation along the stream banks, which help to shield
the bank against crosion and collapse. Vepetative streamn buffers can funciion lo protect
the biological and hydrological integrity of streams by proteciing water quality, reducing
peak stormn discharges and providing valuable riparian habitats thal can serve as
greenway corridors {or wildlifc movement and migration, While no formal buffers have
been established along these walerway comidors, most of the land along them is being
farmmed and therefore has deterred development,

‘The Yonghiogheny River corridor is currently protected south of Friendsville duc to its
designation as 4 Maryland Scenic and Wild River. While the entire river is considered
scenlic, a scgmont of the river from Millers Run to the southern corporate limits of
Iriendsvitte hus been designated by the Geperal Assembly as a “wild” river. This
destgnation has prompted the Maryland Department of Natural Resources to fonnulale
and implement a series of programs that will help fo manage the river’s resources and
conserve its scenic and wild gualities. Among these programs inchude development of a
[0-year master plan Jor the niver corridor, and the State has begun acguiring land holding

along the river.

13



Towm af Friendswvitle Comprehemnsive Pian

ED0-Year ﬁ‘iuc-anah;g

100 year Hoodplains, which arc subject lo calustrophic fooding and the polential loss of
iife and property, often supporl importaint natural resources such as wetlands and ripmzan
forests— resources which provide wvilal habilals, profect water quality and reduwce
flooding. These floodplains also provide marvelous, natural open space arveas, recrestion
and scemc beauty which, when linked and manage properly, can creatc grecirway
comridors which provide the same benefils as stream buffers, 100-year floodplains are
extensively Jocaled along the Youghiogheny River, Bear Creek and along Minnow Creek
as shown on the Sensitive Aveas Map (page 16}

Yriendsville has adopted with slight modification, the Siate’s model ordimance for
{londpltams protection. Hence this ciement of the Marviand Eeonomic Growth, Resource

Prolection and Planning Act has already been met,

Habilats of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species

Breeding , feeding, resting, magratory, or over winfering arcag are cxamplcs of places
that have physical and biological features, which are desirable for the long term survival
of rare, threatened and endungered specics. Physical or biological featnres include, but
are not Hmited to: stroctnre and composition of the vegetation; faunal community; soils,
water chemuisiry and gualily; geolopic, hydrologic and micro-climatic factors. These
habnats may nced speeial mansgement or protection becanse of their importance to the
conscrvation of rare, threatened or endangered species.

The exact locations of habitats for rare, threatened and endangered species are not shown
ot described becausse of the sensitive nature of these sitcs. The Maryiand Natural
Hentage Program is responsible for monitoring and documenting the well-being of rare,
threatencd and endangered species.

stesp Slopes

Steep siopes arc inhcrently unstabie natural landforms.  'When disturbed, they arc highly
susceptible to accelerated soil crosion—a characteristic that underscores the mnportance
of protecting these slopes. The sediment from crosion can he destructive: it can degrade
the watcr quality, stream flow and the width of a slream channel. This is especially true
when steep slopes are disturbed next to streams. Even the water gquality of distant fakes
and the storage capacity at rescrvoirs can be adversely affected.

Steep slopes that have trees and other vegetation are especially important to protect since
this vegeialion will typically minimize crosien. Experiencce proves that once removed
from steep slopes, trees arc often difficult fo re-establish, Buiiding on/disturbing stoep
slopes has ofher drawbacks; they are more costly to build on than flatter lands and they
are lypically unsuitable for sepiic sysfems because of their shallow soils. Maryland
reputlations profiint seplic systeins on slopes greater than 25%.
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Other Bnportant Scnsitive Arcas

Scenic Vistus & Corridors — The relabively sieep terrain swrrounding Friendsvillc
provides many captivating views ol the Town's surrounding areas.  The Youghiogheny
State Designated Wild & Scenic River Cortidor provides breathtaking visias and
more self-contained views within this scenic comidor. The Maryland Overlook located
along Interstatc 68 approximalely 1.5 milcs cast of Friendsville provides and excellent
view of the Youghiogheny River reservoir and the adjoining rolling hitls.
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Sensitive Ateas
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POPULATHIN ANTY HOUSING

Underslanling Friendsville’s popudation and housing charactoristics and how they have
chunged over time will determmine planning and voning polictes (o help guide the Town’s
grawth. These characteristics include tofal population, age and gender, the number and
size of households, income and the type valuc and concentration of housing.

Population Change

Table I depicts population change for Friendsville and Garvetl County between 1800 and
200, The popuiation trend in Friendsville is characterized by a large influx of people in
the carly 1900's. Is poputlation increascd every decade helween 1920 to 1950, declined
the next threc decades and then increased between 1980 and 1990.

Friemisville's —6.6% popuiation decrease between 1990 and 2000 15 the opposile of
Garrett County's 5.7 percent increase during the same titne period.

TABLE I
POPULATION TRENDS 1910-2000
FRIENDSVILLE & GARRETT COUNTY
Tolad PERCENT CITANGE
Friendaville
Year Posulalica Friendavitle Garreft County
149716 444 wmmamn - t30%
19420 408 -85 2.4
F050 444 1.1 1.2
%l 560 15l 10.4
1930 GEy §.7 33
12450 580 -§.4 3.9
) 500 -2.4 52
(LT 541 L. 234
193¢ 577 £24 6.2
2040 238 -60.6 57

SOURCE: U.5. CENSUS

Future Populafion

New residents create a nead for addilional homes and services such as schools, roads,
water and sciwer lines, parks and other facililies. Besides the usnal risks ol making
assumpiions aboul what might happen in the fumire, many of Friendsville’s pliysical
characteristics render it even more difficult to anive at valid assumptions,

Although Friendsvilic’s population decreased by 6.6% between 1990 and 2000 the
County’s popuiation growth for Friendsvilie as weil as for the resi of Gamvett County is
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expecied 10 continue {o inercasc for many reasons, Interstate G8 through the northern part
of {he county will undoubtedly continue to spur new growth as will the new economic
developmont opportunitics from a growing ccotourism, recreation, and horitage fourism
industry and from the development of new indusirial areas within the Friendsville arca.
The completion of water and sewage infrasiracture and facilities and other planned
infrastructure improvements will also stimulate growth and population increasc.

Fignie 5
Tonn of Friendsvitle
Popularion (1230- 20001

7607
sag}: =
500 %g
4001] K
20047 i gi:_é :
1004 g

The Town of Friendsville is particularly susceplible to development due 10 ils location
along Youghiogheny River...s major recreational attraction in Garrett County. While the
Youghiogheny River and the Youghiogheny River Reservoir continue 10 become a morc
popular place for boating, fishing and other recrcational activities, the Town of
Fricndsvitlc will hecome a popular place 1o tive,

Age and (Gender

Information on age is provided for four age groups: children and youth (ages 0-17),
young adnits {ages 18-44), middle-aged adulis (ages 45-64) and elderly (ages 63 +).
Chart TT compares the 1990 and 2000 populations for each age group.
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Age Composition 1990 & 2000
Friendsville, Maryland

250, (31990
@ 2000

200-

15047k

100-

50-

0-17 18-44 45-64 65+

1999 166 222 95 94
2000 137 191 121 90

SOURCE: 158, Census

The 2600 Censusg shows 137 children and youth {25% of the population), [91 young
aduits (306%%), 121 middle-aged aduils (22%) and 90 elderly (17%). Young adults
represented the largest age gronp in 1990 (38% of the population} as well as in 2000
(36% of the population). The elderly represenied the sinallest age wroup In 1996 (16% of
the population} as weii as in 2000 (17% of the population). Middle aged adults was the
only age group in Friendsville tha! actuatly increased m population during the 1990°s
fromi 95 persons in 1990 to 121 person in 2000.

dore females cxisted in Friendsville in 1990 and 20006, Females comprised 51% of the
population in 2000, Males comprised 49% of the population in 2000,

19
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The total number of houscholds in PFriendsville increased between 1990 and 2000 fiom
222 Houschelds i 1990 to 232 in 2000...2 4% mcrease overall, while the average
houschoid sixe remained the same (virtually 2.3 persons por household) over that same
thne pertod.

Friendsville’s 232 households in 2000 were comprised of 134 family households and 98
non-family houscholds. Of the family houscholds, 95 were married coupled families, 30

were families with female heads of the household.

[rcorme

The U.S. Census reports income statistics for the year previcus to the actual census. The
inconte fignres reporied in this section are thevefore 1999 and 1989, where applicable.

Friendsvillc’s per-capila and median houschold income was $13,929 and $24,286
respectively i 1999, The Town’s income levels were considerahly lower than the
overall income levels of Garrctt County (332,238 medisn househeld income) and
Maryland (552,868 median househoid income Y in 1999,

In addition to knowing the incomec fcvels of 2 community, it is equally important to
understand the way in which the communily receives its income. Table T on the
following page not only provides this information but also indicates whal percentage of
the population fatls below the poverty level,

In comparison to Garrett County and Marviand, a lower percentage of Friendsville's
residents were receiving wage and salary incomes while a higher percentage of residents
depended on social sceurity, refirement and public assislance income in 1989, While
much of this could be alinbuted to the relabively high proportion of clderly {16% of the
popuiation) that live in Fricndsville and depend on a fixed income, a sigoificantly high
number of residents are living below the poverty level (20%94).

20
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TABLE il
SELECTED 1999 INCOME DATA
FRIENDSVILLE, GARRETT COUNTY AN MARYT AND

Ttem trriendsville Carreit County Marviand

% af Tlonseholls with .6 759 815
Earnings lneome

% ol Househakls with 3.5 34 22,5
Social Security bncome

9% of Iiousehnlds with 164 18.6 iRy
Behirement incoals

U of Howscholds svith 67 3.1 24
Public Assis{ance incame

% of Population Below 4.0 13.3 8.5
Poverty Lewel

SOURCE: 115, Census
Housing

Table I on the [oliowing page compares seleeted howsing characteristios for
Friendsville, Crarrett Comnty and Maryland, These housing characteristics include total
housing units, occcupancy and feimre, housing type, median value and housing conditions.
In addition to comparig Frendswitle with Garrett County and Maryland, the table also
shows the trend in housing for I'riendsville by providing housing information for 1990 as
weil as 2000, The fellowing paragraphs summarize Table I

Housing nits—1ricndsville had 12 more housing units in 2000 (266) than i did in 1990,
‘This is similar to the number of new houscholds that occwmred in the Town dwing the
same tme period (10 new households).

Creeupancy and Tentre—There were 34 vacant housing units {approximately 12% of all
housing units) in [riendsviile in 1990 and 2000. While this is less than hail of Garrett
County’s 31.5% vacancy rale in 2000, we must remember that a greater proportion of all
vacant kousmng in Garrett County (75.6%) is attributed to homes used for seasonal and
accasional purposes such as the many seasonal properties around Deep Creck Lake and
ather vaceiion sites throughout the percentage of owner occupied housing units decreased
between 1990 and 2000, Subsequenily the pereentage of renfer-occupicd housing units
mergased from 30% in 1990 to 43.1% in 2000. This refleets a trend away from home
ownership as can he seen 1o the relatively higher propotiion of multi-family complexes
that have occurred over the past decade. This can also be attributed to an increase in

available low-moderate income housing in conjunction with an overall population

EnCroase,
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TABLY TI1
SELECTED IHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 190G & 2060
FRIENBSVIILE, CARHETT COUNTY & MARYL.AND

Hoeosing Frienguellc Gagrets Cownty Maryland
ralras ierstivs 1] K10 2010 00
Tatzt [Bausing Linits 254 i) 16,761 2,145,253
Oeeppancy & Tepure
Crepupied 1lnits {34} 222 (BT} 232 (8710 11,476 (8. 3%) 1,580,855 [92.3M)

w Dmmer Clecsgied 1) 50 4T0%) 132 (56.5%) 8,045 £77.9%) i,ﬁ@l.?ﬁl[ﬁ?.'l*}ﬁj

& Tomer ¢ccpied {36 Gt £ 3% 60 {43.1%} 2531 (22.5%0) 730,508 {32390}
Waeunt Linils % 33 (il 34 {12.8%} 5,285 31.5%) 164 424 {T.7%}

» For Scaseuzl, o 6 [2.3%0) 3,096 {23,890} 15,580 {1.8%}

Reczeasional ar
{igrasipnad Lse

Flmesing Fype
Single Famidy Linits 1594 154 {01 Y) 155 (57.2%) 13,213 {TE5%4} 1,549 B84 {T12%}
2 e 9 Lwis {9} 45 {1850 &4 (23,79} 957 [5.7%) 320073 (10459}
10 e Meore Lnils (56} i exq than 1% 23483 Y 443 £2.655)} 3254045 {15.1%30)
Mohile Hames (%} 54 {21%) 26 (3N 2,106 (12.6%:) 45,356 (5994}
peledisn Wabue
Crwmer Oocupiod Lnit S 43,800 £73,100 % Be 00 % 406,000
Repter Oocupicd Thit %573 24T 5382 SHAG
TZoysing Conditioas
14 gf 1 Inits Withawl [¥h 0.831 {1.3% 1330
Coanpiele Planibing

SOURCE; 155, Census

Housing Type--Single family units were the largest housing type In Friendsville in 1990
comprising 61% of all housing units, Single family housing units remained the largest
housing type in 2000 at 135 quits. The number of multi-unit complexes increased and the
munbcr of mobiic homes decroased botween 1990 and 2000,

iedian Value— The median value of an owner occupied home in Friendsville was
$73,100 n 2000, compared to 586,400 in Gatrett County overall, The median monthiy
vental cost for Friendsvitle in 2000 was §247 compared to $382 countywide.

Housing Conditions — e of the most common ways of jdentifying substandard housing
conditions is to identify the perecniage of homes lacking complete plumbing facilities.
The percentage of homes iacking complete plumbing fucilities in Friendsville increased
from 0 % in 1990 (o 0.8% in 2000, By comparison, 0.8% of Garrctt County’s housing
auits and 0.5% of Maryland housing anits lacked complete plambing facilities in 20040.

22



Tivaw of Frignduville Comeeeleszive Flan

EXISTING LAND USE

The Exisling Land Use Map on the following page illustrates the typoes of land uses thaf
existed within the Town of Friendsvitle in 2000, Duc to steep slopes and other natural
featurcs constraints, Town development is clustercd helween the river and ibe freeway.

Muost of the developed land m Friendsvilic is residontial. While single {amily homes
prevail, there are also a few mulii-family wmls and mobile homes. Mosi of the single-
family homes surround the contral business area on the north, cast and south. Residences
are also concentrated along Roule 42 {o the south of Friendsville and along Maple Street
by Bear Creck. The multifamily 24-unit Guardisn Apartments complex is located on
Second Avenue adjacent 1o the Friendsville Commnnity Park. The Fricndsville Heights
Apuartments which is located at the Infersection of Mormis Avenue and Chesinut Strectisa
senior citizen complex and was completed in 1994, The other additional dwelling unils

are scattered throughout Towi

Mosi of Friendsville's commuercial activity is confored in the business district along
Maple Sirest between Morris Avenne and Second Avenue.  Other businesses are
scattered thronghout Town, Most of the Town's commoercial ontlets cater fo daily
shopping needs, convenience goods and servives used by local residents. A number of
new businesses have opencd and closcd since the Town's 1995 Comprchensive Plan.
The curren! commercizl businesses mchude two motels, bank, gas station, health fbod
store, pharmacy, liguor storc, boat manufacturing company, whitewater apparel
manufaciuring company, beauty/barhershops, funeral home, trucking parking facility,
ouldoor adventure compsity, equipmen! vepair, tavern , essential oils company, candle
maker, heating company, two rafting tonr companies, market, lanndromat and a car wash.
The most recent Comiprehensive Plan, which was adopted in 19935, indicated a nced for a
{ocal supenmarket.
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Existing Land Use 2003
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The amount of industrial activily in Friendsviilc has stayed relatively the same since the
1995 Comprehensive Plan, and stili remaimns low, The largesl industrial business is the
Demaree Inflatable Boat Company, which is located In the old elemeniary school
bullding. The arca in which the Tlemaree Inilatable Boat Company located was rezoned
to accommodate an expansion of the business. However, due to their location in a
predominantly residential arca, thore would be difficulty in significantly expanding this
zone in the faturc.

The 1995 Plan and Zoning Ordinance desipnated land west of the river for industrial nse.
llowever, it remains agriculural ot preseni. The Town should work closcly with the
Garreft Counly Economic Development Department to assess the possible need for
industrial devetopment m this location,

ECONOMY

The boating and rafting indusiry is the largest economic sector in Fricndsville today.
This is largely influenced by the Town's unique focation along the Youghiogheny River,
a State desigmated Wild and Scenic viver, Local rafting companics in and out of Town
manufacture and rent boats for use along the Youghiogheny River, Boubing and rafiing
nationwude have contributed to the large number of manufacturing jobs in the area.

The State’s Commercial Whitewaicr Boating Safety regulations include provisions for
reguisting the number of boats private rafling companics can place on the Youghiogheny
River. The total number of whitewater craft permitled on the iver between Sang Run
and Friendsville per day by all outfiters may not exceed 33, except that the
Youghiogheny Wild River munager has the aufhority to increase the iotal number of
whitcwater crafl 1o 51 during periods of sufficient navigable flow. However, tius does
not inhihit private reczeation users {rom hoating on the river. Over 10D persons using
privatc kayaks, canocs and other boats were on the river during most water releases in
recent yeurs.

Employmen! in the Heaith, Education and Other Professional Services scctor ranks as
Friendsville’s sccond most nnporlant business sector. Examples can be found {hroughout
Town wmeludimg the many smailer rotail establishments such as servicc stations and

convenicnt stores.
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TRANSPORTATION

Transportation refers to the movement of people and goods through and within an ares.
A transportation sysiem provides a frameworl, which ties together and supports & wide
varicty of tand uses and commuumity activities,

This section describes the major highways and local roads affeciing Friendsville. It also
describes the many other forms of transporiation that are provided throughont Garrett
County and used by the Fricndsville residents.

Maior Hivhways and Local Roads

The National TFreeway (1-68) is thc major highway that passcs through Fricndsville,
providing sccess from 1-70 and the Baltimore-Washinpton metropolilan areas fo points
west. ‘The only State thoroughfares to impact Friendsville gre MD 42 and MD 742, MD
42 connects the Town to Oakland and Deep Creek Lake to the south and Pennsylvania to
the north. MD 742 passcs through the center of Friendsville and is known as Maplc
Strect wilhin Friendsville. The Siale Highway Adnunisiration’s ongoing Highway Needs
Inveniory identificd the need to reconstruct hoth: fancs of MD 42 from M 742 up lo TS
219 and north of Friendsville from Blooming Rose Road fo the Pennsylvania State line.

County roads, which traverse Friendsville and are mainlatmed by the County inciude
Second Avenue, which becomes Friendsville-Addison Road at the intersection of Sceond
Avenue and Maple Street. Bear Creek Road, a County road, is known as Maple Sireet
within the corporale limits. Dixon Read, also a County road, is known as Water Street

within corporate Hnits.

Maple Street, the Town's dominant east-west thoroughfare, acts as the main busincss
corridor as well as an access to the freeway and MD 42, First Avenue, a north-south
Town thoroughfare, staris at MD 42, terminates near the sewage treatment plant norti: of
the downtown area, and is the major locul collector with intorscetions at afl downtown

easl-west roads,

Second Avenue and Third Avenne rin parallel to First Avenue and also Hok the same
east-wesl roads.  These, however, termmale norh of the Freeway. The streets in Town

alt yre paved and in good condition.

Pedestitan/Bicvele Facilitics

As 0 any small town, walking and bicyeling ave primary methods of transportation for 4
sigiificant segment of the population. The Town should reconmmend that the State add a
bike lane on Maple Strect in order to connect the Downtown Busincss Community with
the Community Park. The Town, in cooperation with the local merchants, cilivens and
the Stale, should study other possible localions for bike lanes, the feasibility of
establishing a coordinated bikeway system throughont the Town, and fature alternative
means of iransporiation.
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Public Transportaiion

Garrett Counly 18 uniguc in the Statc of Maryland in that many county-bascd human
service programs arve consolidated under the Garrett County Commumly Action
Committee (GUCAC)  Garrett ‘fransit Serviee (GTS), operating under the name of
Peaple Movers, provides human service agency and peneral public transportation
services throughout the county and into sumounding counties for medical purposes, GTS
provides service Monday through Friday, from 7:30 am. to 5:00 p.m. and on an as-
neetded basis outside the normal operating hours, Services are provided for eight human
service agencics and the general public. Out-of-county medical service is provided to the
counly six days a week as necessury. Passengers may request services up to one month
it advance.

GTS has a fleet of 28 vehicles ranging in stee from seduns to buses with a capacity of 22
passcngers. Farcs range fom $1.50 to $5.00 per one-way trip, depending on the length

of the inp.

Passcnrer Rail Service

Passengor rail service in Gmrett County ended in September 1981 whon AMTRAK
discontinued the “Sherandeoah™ which ran between Washington, D.C, and Cincinnati.
This train had provided daly service with a stop al Oakland, Cumently, in 2002, the
closest passcnger rail service available to Gamett County is a daily Amirak train that
stops at Cumberland. It rums east to Washington, D.C. and west {o Pillsburgh and
Chicago.

Alr Transportation

Ome pablic airport 15 focaled 1w the County: The Garel! Counly Atfrport is located on 200
acres of land that the Coumnty owns off of Bumble Bee Road northeast of MeHenry.
While the airport is County-owned, it 1s operated on a contractual basis with s base
operator.  This resident operator can arvange for private charter {lighis to and from the
amorl.  Although scheduled commercisl airimes do nol cunrently serve the Garvell
County Airport, 118, Alr Bxpress docs scrve the Cumberland Regional Airport and the
Morganiown Airporl from the Piisburgh Intermational Adrport.

Originatly, the Garrett (ounty Adrport was constructed fo encourage public use of the
recreation resources in the Deep Creek Lake Area. Today, however, the alrport assiumes
a larger role as the County's ceonomy continues to grow. The airpor! currently has the
foltowing factlibies:

* One 3,000° ramway , o 300" ong taxiway and a 2507 by 200" apron arca

* One County-owned four-unit T-hanger and one corporate hanger, which can also
accommadate four airerall

* 18 aircralt positions in the tic-down arca

*  An administration boilding, which serves as a combination waiting ares and living
and oflice [or the [ixed basc operator
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The 1981 Garrett County Alrport Mastor Plan has pwided the development of the alrpost,
inchuding the nstallation of equipment thal allows pilots to usc instrumoents that help
thern land and takc-off from the aliport. A number of improvements are desirable ad the
airport to accommodate a slow but steady increase in air traffic and to handic larger
corporale ancraft. Replacing {he T-hanger with a larger and more modern faoiliy(ies)
ard improving road access within the airport are examples of needed Improvements.
However, perhans no other improvement is as important as pradually fenpthening the
runway from 3,0007 to s planned length of 4,300°.

The following current and long range considerations point to the importance of making
gradual inprovenents to the Garrett County Airport:

* Auwlomobile aceess to the anport enhanced with the U.S. 219 imterchange on 1-68 only
1'% voud mikes north of the airport.

* Developable land cxists nearby for industrics and other businesses that may be
altracted by the availability of an airport, particulurly land in the Mclicnry and
Aceiderd ureas and slong the National Freeway comidor.

COMMUNITY FACIEITIES AND SERYICES

Residents of Friendsviile are provided with a varicty of community-oriented facilities and
services cithor through Garrctt County or Friendsville itself These mclude:

* public watcr and sewer;

* police, fire and rescue;

* government facilities such as memcipal buildings, parks and
other recreation areas; and

heaith and sacial services.

In addhilion, the Town alse maintains interest in Garret! Counly School District decisions
affecting cducalional services to the Town's residents.

Waler Suppiv Svslems

Crareett County Sanitary District {GUSD) provides operalion and maintenance oversight
for the water systens und sewer sysiem,

Since 1991, the following improvemenis have been made to replace aging components of
the system:

* Rehabiiitation of primary clarifier and scitling tank
* Rcebuilding and replacing sand fillers

Improvemenis Continued:

* Replaving electrical controls
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* Replacing chemical feed pumps

* Replacing raw water intake pumps

Adding additions onto building to cover the clarifier and provide room: {0 refocate the
elcctrical control panels to a higher elevation

Painting and olher general maintcnance work

Flood Controf Wall

In 1994, 221 housing unils weore conmected to the public water system, thesc nnits ase
approximately 45,000 gallons per day (GPD). The existing water system has the capacity
to accommedate new development.

SeWerags

Friendsville is currcntly served by a sewer collector systemn and treatment plast, which
arc operated and maintained by the Garrett County Sanitary Distriet.

The sewage system scrves 221 housing units consisting of 550 residents, Sewage
freatiment is accomplished by the exlended weralion vanautl of the activated sludge
process, followed by disinfection. The system’s design capacity is 1,000 pcople.

The fellowing improvemenis were made to the sewer system between 1991 and 1904
after an Infiliration/Inflow study was conducted as part of the Friendsville Sewer System

Improvement Projecl:

* Construciion of a new digester

* Construction of a new grit chamber

* Construction of @ new egualization lank

* Replacoment of various pumps and motors

Emereency Mangoement

Palice Protection—The Cornty Sheri{l™s Office and the Maryland State Police provide
police protection. The Muaryland State Police has 32 officers assigned to Barrack “W™ at
McHenry, The Slate Policc is mainly responsibic for traffic patrolling tlroughoul the

County.

The Sheriff’s Office in Oukland has a full time staff of 28 mchiding 15 depatics, 10
conventional officers, two civilians and a sheriff, onc of the 15 deputies is assigned to the
Friendsville area; the Maryland Police Trasmng Comunission certifies all officers.
Included arc two criminal investigators, one drug investigator, and ene crime prevention
officor, The Sheriffs Office handles afl police matters excepl (raffic. DBesides dealing
wilh prisoners, civil processes and crime investigation, the office roccives firs cails for
the Oakland, Deer Park and Deep Creek fire companics, is linked with burglar alam
systems for banks and stores, and answers evemng and mgl calls for the Oakland Police
Departinent and Maryland State Police.

The County Jail in Oakland has a capacity of 44 prisoners. Since the jail is overcrowded |
at times, plans sre underway fo expand the jail
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While these two sources of police proteetion, plus the Maryland Department of Natural
Resource Police which patrols Deep Creek Lake and other natural resource arcas provide
valuable services to Friendsville and the County, the Sheriff's Office has a wajor
responsibility for law cnforcement. This task will contintic to hecome more challenping
as Gurett Counly grows more popular s 2 place to live, a place to visit and a place lo
locate new businesses.

Fire Prefection—The volunieer fire department, localed at Walnut Street and Park
Avenue provides fire protection. The Fricndsville Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company
as weil as other fire companics throughou! the County supporis themselves hy holding
raffles and fund drives for special equipment. Since operating and maintenunce costs
excocd meome from these sources, the County collects » tax amounting to five conts per
$100 of rcal estate value; these funds are distributed to cach of the fire companies.
Friendsville veceives gbout $27,300 per vear. The volunteer fire department s well
equipped and adequately provides Friendsville with fire profection that mects statc
stangards.

Hescue Squads  The Nerthern Garreli County Rescue Sqguad, Siation 3-1 Friendsviile,
which has a base of operations in Friendsville, Accident und Grantsville, iz one of two
well equipped, well trained and dedicated rescue squads located in Gamrett County.
Rescue squad crews provide emergency services at the scene of medical emergencies and
transport putients whe need medical carc to hospifals in LaVale, Cumbertand or Oakland,
Maryland, or Meyersdale, Pennsylvama. The rescuc squads receive fiunding from alcohol
and tobacco revenues. The two rescre squads are working fogether to recruil more
volunieers to cover the daytime hours for emergency rescuc operations in Garrett County.

Government Facilitics

Municipal Buildings - ‘The curent municipal building, located on Chestnul Street, was
built in 1971 as an extension of the old elementary school. The old elenentary school
was redesignied as the new municipal building after the new elementary school was built.
This bunlding honscs the Town Hall and the Friendsville Branch of the Ruth Enlow
Libravy. The facitity is considered adequate and there are no plans for expansion.

The former municipal building located on Maple Strect is leased to the Friend Family
Musewn for ¢ 100-year term. The Town also owns a Mainlenance building by the waler
piant and a large barn in the community park; these are used for storage. Finally, 2 Town
parking lot is located at Second und Park Avenucs. Residents use this .68 acre lot {o park
their tractor trailers and buscs since Town regulations prohihit their parking on the
sireets.

The Town of Friendsville has recently constructed a facility to accommodate a “Head
Start” progrum and Scnior/Community Cenler,

Parks umed Recrearion  The Fricadsville Community Park, located between Bear Creek
and the Youghiogheny River, is an 18-acre community park that provides active and
passive recreation opportunities for the residenis of FPriendsville. This park was
developed under the auspices of Program Open Space, a popular statewide program that
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recrealion faecilitics. Presently, the park contains ball fields, a volleyball court, a covered |
stage, restromns/changing siations, boat ramps, a covered pienic arca, amphitheater
pavilion, basketball cauts, arboretum, soccey field and a Wking trail.

Alsa available to the residents of Fricndsville is the 7 acro recreation arca adjoining the
Fricndsville Elementary School, This was the original Town Park, but if ts now used as
the play area for the Friendsviile BElementary School. In addition to a playground, the site
also has an outdoor stage.

The Youghiogheny River Rescrvoir and the Youghiogheny Scenic and Wild River are
two other well-kiown sources for recreation and open space In addiion to the local
parks, The river, the reservoir and the land adioining them provide active and passive
recrcation opporiunities such as hoating, iishing, swimming, and hiking and sight seeing.
Since Friendsvilic is located along the river just south of the rescrvoir, it has begomce an
idea! location o access the river and reservoir. Boaters may access the river al the
Fricndsvitic Comenumty Park.

Schoofs—The Garelt County Board ol Education is responsible for the public school
system serving Friendsville. Children from Friendsville enter Fricndsville Flementary
from pre-kindergarten to fifth prade, Novthern Middle School (near the Town of
Accident) from sixth to eighth grade and Northern High School (also near the Town of
Accident) from ninth to twelfth grade. Table 1V shows the date the schools were ereeted
and when addittons or renovations ocenrred, grades, capacity and enrotlment. Obviously,
the total crrollment for all these schools includes siudents from arees other than
meorporaled Friendsville.

Tabile IV
PUBLIC SCHOOL. FACILITIES 2002
Friendsville. Marylazd
Site Sizg Faraiiment

Schonl [Acres) Date’s (5q.Ft} fGrades Capacity /2002
friendsville Elamentary 4.8 PSTH{E] 31,388 PreK-5 242 148
Morthemm Middle 1% 197%E)y 67646 6B B0 444
Northern High 3 PR52EEY  E205T0 9-12 743 543

TOAT{AY

IGARIA)

FURALA 1)

1096 (A

200GE {A)

SOURCE: 2002 Cducational Facilitics muaster Plan for the Gameil County Board of
Education

E- Tadicates date building was crocted
A- indicates datefs) of additions
R- Imdicales datefs) of renovations
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Health Services

The Garrett County Memoral Hospital sn Oakland is the closest significant healih facility
to Friendsviile. The hospital is a Level Il emcrgency facility oflering emergency carc 24
hours a day, with physicians cxpericneced in emergency care. The hospital amergency
room offers state of the art equipinent and is staffed by nwsing porsonnct specifically
{rained in tranma. Currently (2003), 51 doctors arc affiiiated with the hospital, The
hospilal monitors hewlth needs on a conlinuous basis. A Master Site Development Plan
has been preparcd to guide the future developinent of the hospital.

The Guirett County Health Deparlment provides services in three major arcas:
entvironmental health, mental health and nursing. Activitics in the environmental health
field include sumifafion inspections of public [acilities, water supplies mul sewerage
syalems, the control of msecls and rodents and mionitering air peollution. The
Pepartinent’s mental health role includes psychologieal, alcoholism, drug abuse and
vouth coungeling, Department nurses stall the health chlinics, provide school health
services and visit private homes. The Heallth Departiment private clinics and a clinic at
the hospital and also staffs health clinics in Priendsville and Grantsville on g part-fime
basis. {Garretl Medweal Group currenily operates a branch office in Friendsville with one
secrelary, a registered nurse five days a week and one Doctors onc days a week,

Social Services

‘The Garrett County Departrment of Social Services, which hus its main offec in Cakland,
adwnnisters a wide range of social scrvice programs. Thesc inciude child and aduit
protective services, fosier care, adoption, purchase of child day cave, services fo the
elderly, in home aid services, child support enforcement, public welfare grants, [bod
stamps and medical assistance.

Solid Waste Management

Trush collection is handied by a private collector who hauls the material to a County
landfill. Guarrett County’s Solid Waste and Reeveling Program has been very successful
in facing the challenges of modem sold wasie and disposal issues. In rcecnt years, the
County has implemented the following changes to upgrade s wasted disposal and
recycling methods 1n an efficient and cost elfective manner;

* Construcied and euuipped a stale-of-the-art solid wasle facility known as the
“Delsignore Landfill” on a 183-acre tract 3.5 miles north of Oakland along the
Oakland-Sang Run Road.

* Uipgraded existing ssteilite refuse collection sites 1o melude staffing on-site, recyeling,
tencing and gating facilities.

* Adopted a recycling ordinance which:
-identifies Lypes of materials in solid waste to be recyeled,
= (3lass, Newspaper, cic...
-mandates reporting of percentage of County wasle heing recycled, and
-requires private recyeiing and junkyard conpanies to file
regisiration fonms with the County.
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* Toslituied tipping fees for commercial dumping companics ($30/ton).

* Tnslituted disposal fee for houscholds in Garvett County {$20/car for a sticker that will
allow access to all dumping sites),

* Established & bag sticker program for tourists, persons who spend just a portion of the
year in the county and residents with several vehicles {$.50 per bag).

The creation of the recyching program by the Coumty has helped to educate the people
about the important of cnviromuentally sound wasle management practices and to
decrease solid waste volumes., For instance, over 8% of the Counly’s solid waste is heing
recycled compared to 1.3% fwo years ago. In addition, the County’s efforts to fence and
staff the sateltite refuse colicction sites has considerably reduced fhe amount of oui-of-
county waste and construction debris that ocenrred at these sites in previous years,
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

This chapter is the heart of Friendsvilic’s Comprehensive Plan. It
sununacizes the challenges and opportunities fhas arc likely to

infloenee the firare davelopment and conservation of Frisndsviile,

i zlso features the Plan’s overall goal as well as policies that duseribe

the Town's vision for #s future, The Plan’s recommendations are designed
to help implement the goat and policies. The following subject areas are
discassed:

* Bensitive Areas

* Land flse

* Community Facilitics and Services
Cirenlation

* Minerg] Resources

* Currying Out the Plan
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CHALLENGES AN} OPPORTUNITIES

Existing conditions in Friendsville, as described in the previous chapter of ths Plan,
present speeilic challenges and opportunities to the Town. They must be addressed in
pianning for its growth and conservation,  This Plan allempts to capitalize on’
Friendsville's asscts and to overcome ov mitigate its constyaints ....a logical approuch in
plavning [or the (ulure. The following challenpes and opportunitices reflect the thames
maost freguently ciled by the municipal officials, community leaders and other residents
wiio participated in prepaving this Plan,

Challenges
* Popographic limiations.

* Work with Youghwgheny Wild and Scenic River Advisory Committec to develop a
recogrived hiking/biking path south of the Town adjacent Lo the river,

Work with the Stale Highway Adminisivabon and Garretl Counly o establish a
corridor avound the Town to protect the Scenic Vista and approaches to the Fown.

*

Prevelop a plan for bike lanes and bike routes throughout Town to conneet the Town
Park with the Central Business District.

Developing a dircetional sighage plan.

[ack of industry and related enipioyment.

* Bevelopment of existing amployment opportunities.

f.ack of coconomic orowth.

* Preserve existing commaercial district.

Upidate of adegqueate playeround faciiities at public elementary school and Town Park.

* Tack of youth programs and reiated activities and facilitics.

Lack of a arowing tax basc to finance needed public improvements.
* Develop an inftll ordinance for use in residential arcas and also for commercial and

mixed-use il development. Possible adoption of Model Wil Ordinance provided
by the Maryland Department of Planming.

Opportunities
* Large vacant tract ol tevel land surrcunding frecway interchange.

* Some choice vacant parceis in business district.

*  Preserve cxisting coammercial disinet.
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*  Exccilent Municipal Park.

* Scenic reereation potential of the Youghiogheny River (Hiking/Biking Trail} Corridor
*  Wational Freeway with an interchange in Friendsville,

¢ Well-maintained tocal sireels,

* Sulliciently larec untapped labor market.

* Potential for mereasing youth/scnior programs and other activitics at the now Head
Start, Community/Senior Center.

THE PLAN’S OVERALL GOAL AND POLICIES
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION

The mgjor underdying aim of this Comprehensive Plan is to maintain the environmental
resources and man-made amenities that make Friendsville the attractive location that it is
today. Local officials and other residents are commitied to ensoving that firtuze change in
Friendsvilie wiil enhance rather than detvact from their Town. This Comprchensive Plan,
the town’s land usc regrlations and future actions lo expand community facililies and
sorvices should cach aim to scconunoduie desirable levels of growth in appropriate
iocations withowt compromising Fricndsville’s unique character and heritage,

This Comprchensive Plan’s overall goal is Yo create g healthy, attractive and pleasant
living envivonment for its residents”.

The following policics describe this Plan's vision for the futurc of Friendsville, They are
described n five subject areas which form the busis for this Comprehensive Plan:

* Senstlve Areas * Creculation
* Land tlae * Mineral Resources

*  Cormmumity FaciHties and Services

Sensitive Ares Policics

* Regulate development thal will be harm[ul {0 sensitive natural aveas such as sitenm,
stream corridors, foodplains, rare wildlife habitat and sleep slopes, among aothers,

* Conscrve woodlands, productive fanmlands and other natural features that contribute
to the natural environment of the Friendsville area.

* Ensure Town land use regulaions factlitafe pI‘ﬂSﬂlVﬂtiDI'l of SEEﬂiE, istoric and
s
cultural resoprces,

* Ensure permanent open space is establishcd in conjunction with future fand
development, wherever {tasible.
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Future Land Use Policies

* Concentrate future growth within or immediately adjacent {o exisiing developed arcas,
i conformance with Garrett County's {and usc poliey.

* Fucililate residentizl and non-residential development that will help maintain the
viability of existing residential arcas by adding a ncw zoning designation of
“Residential (Yice™. The characier of these areas world be primarily rosidential,
including single tamily homes, office and neighborhood commiercial uses. A
definition of Residential Office and potential arcas should be added in ammendments to

the Zoning Ordinance.

* Increasc housing opportunilies by conlinwing to encourage housing rehabilitation and
providing land for s varicty of new affordable housing types at various densities.

*  Reeognize development opportunities presented by Friendsviile’s proximily lo Deep
Creek Lake, Youghiogheny River and Reservoir and other aspects of Gamett

County’'s tourism industry.

* Develop adequate facilities and related improvements to accommaodate tnereased
tourtsm and recreational opportunities.

* Work with Counly and State officials o encourage protection of the scemic approaches
ang vistas to the Town ol Fricndsvitle.

Community Facilities and Services Policics

* FEusure public water anud sewage taeilitics remain adequate to mect existing and futare
demarnd.

* Ensare other municipal-refated functions such as police, fire, hbrary and parks and
recreafion services remain adequate in view of existing and fiture demand.

*  Cooperate with regionat health providers and social service providers fo help cnsure
Fricndsville residenis remam adegquaiely served,

* Look for opportinitics to improve the cost effectiveness of public services by
cooperaiing with neighboring localitics wherever feasible.

*  Assist Garrett County, whoere appropriate, in developing plans fo implement
mandatory secycling in Urlendsville,

* Conzinuc to participate in Garrett County Board of Education decisions that affect the
areater Friendsviile area

' Increase adeguate off sirect parking facilities.

xplore opportunifies ke wenisvike,
*  Explore gpportunifies Lo proniote Frendsvilte

37



Towm of Friesdsvitte Comprokensive Flan

Circulation Molicies

Continue to work wilh the Maryland State Highway Administration to improve MD
42,

Work lo slleviate local safety concems, such as thoy are idendified in the future.

Continue fo establish priorities ainong Town road mainfenance and improvement
noods,

Continue (o Support the Garrett Transit Service’s “People Mover Program™, which
provides paratransit scrvices to Friendsville residents, smong others.

Work to ensure sidewalks are construcied where neceded throughout the Town.

Consider bike path opportunities,

Mineral Resources Policres

Though coal is present in the area, coal mining is inappropriate in Friendsville, With
the excepiion of natural gas development in nearby Accident, mineral extraction is
unfikely to have an impuct on the (ntore growth and conscrvation of Fricndsvile.

The remainder of this chapter describes recommended ways to achieve these policics.
This desessplion is done through five plans, which collectively represent
Friendsville’s Comprchensive Plan:

Scnsitive Azeas Plan * Circulation Plan
Land Usc Plan * Mineral Rezources Plan

Communily Facilitics and Scrvices Plan

SENSITIVE AREAS PLAN

The Maryiand Economic Growth, Resource Protection and Planning Act of 1992 reqyuires
counties and municipaliies o formulate policies to prolect the following four types of

sensitive arcas:

*  Sireams and their buffers

*  100-yewr floodplams

* Habitats ol rare, threatened and endangered species
* Steep slopes

Under the Acl, local jurisdictions may also adopt policies to protect other kinds of
sonsitive areas, such as historic properties, among others, This section describes
Friendsvilic’s pians lo kelp preserve each of the above-nmned sensitive arcas that cxist in

the Town.
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Streams and THEI;HMHWGFS

The Youghiogheny River, Bear Creek, Minnow Creek und an unnamed creck flows
through Friendsville, The Town desires to protect local stream buffers because they help
protect water guality and provide wildlifc habiat. Friendsville should take the following

actions to help preserve these importanl natural areas:

* Continne cnforeing the Garrett County Sedimentation and Erosion Control, Gradmg
and Stormwater Management Ordinasces.

* Conlinue enforcing the Town's floodplain repulations, which restrict deveiopment
within designated floodplain arcas.

*  Consider adopting regulations that prohibit construction and other soil disturbance in
25-foot corridors measured from either side of sivean: banks.

* Designate all major stream corridors within Friendsville as recreation and open space
areas on the Town’s Comprehensive Plan Map.

100-Year Floodplaing

| 30-year floodplains exist in Pnendsville along the Youghiogheny River, Bear Creek and
Minnow Creck. The Town rccognizes the need to restrict development in floodplains to
reduce potential Aood damage, to protect the Town’s water supply and to preserve open
space corridors.  Fricndsville's floodpluin regulations are consistent with the State’s
model ordinance. The Town will contimuc to cnioree these repulations and should
desigmate s recrcation and open space aved along the Youghiogheny River and Bear
Creck tributary, as noted above. Thesce actions will dircetly assist in conscrving the 100-

year floodplain in these aress.

Habitals of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species

Rare, threatened and endangered specics habitats have been identified in the Friendsville
area. The Town will consider actions to profect any such area should i become the
stbject of a subdivision or land development proposal in the future.

Steep Slopes

Most of the developed portion of Friendsviile is located on very flat fand forming the
vallcy Hoor belween ridges to the cast and west. Steoply sloped areas that surround the
developed portion of Frendsville manly follow ihe Youglbogheny River and Bear
Creek. The Town should amend its zoning ordinance to adopt a policy of repulating
development on slopes of 25% or grealer. Developmeni should be discourage on slopes
over 25% duc to potential cnvironmental consequences such as soil instability, soil
crosion, sedhnentation of waterways and other environmental impacts such as the loss of
woodlands. Limited devciopment on slopes over 25% should be cvalnated under special

circumstances.
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Downlown Revitalization

Iriendsville’s Downtown has great potential.  However, no single strategy will bring
overwhehning success. Instead, many different types of eiforis are needed in conjunction
with cach other. (reat sueccss has been expericnced by communitics following the
recommendations of the National Trust for Historic Preservalion.  Friendsville’s
Downtown revitalization effort should invoive the following majer divections:

- Improving the appearance of the Downtown {0 make it more inviting to cuslomers and
vestors

- Encouraging the rehabilitation ol historic architeciure

Encourage the cstablishinent of a Hisioric District and Commission to oversce

preservatian efforts it the Town

- Jointly promoeting and marketing the Downlown 1o customers and prospective busincss
Persons

- Qrganizing busmess persons and property-owncrs in cooperative efforls

- Connecting business persons with available financing

+ Providing additional convenient parking

- Improving uccess for motor vehicles, bicyeies and pedestrians

Historic District - Friendsville is comniitted to preserving it unigue heritage, The Town
should continue {o preserve 1l historic resonrces and continue to promoie them through
techmques such as placing sites on the “National Register of Historic Placcs.” The
establishment of 4 Hisloric District should generally include the downtown and areas that
ihe town desires to cnhance the quahly of life through the preservation of historical
and/or architectural significance.

By itself, this historic district designation does not involve any regulations upon a private
property owner. However, State or Federal fands cannot be used in 2 manmer that would
harm historic resourecs unless it can be proved that there arc absolntcly no rcasonable
altcrnatives, Certain tax inceniives for the rostoration of historic bulldings are included in
the “Putting This Plan into Action” section of flis Plan.

Article 668, of the Maryland Annotaled Code provides mumnicipalities with the autherity,
1f they wish, to regulale chanpes within an official historic district. Such an ordinance
typically regulales the appearance when viewed [tom g street of alteralions to buildings
aml new construction.  Also, demolition of significant buildings can be controlicd.
However, this Plan does not propose such reguictions at this time.

Avppcarance — The followiig magjor actions wounld greatly improve the appeurance of the
Downtown:

Require the demolition or repair of deteriorated buildings {Sce discussion of a
Properiy Muintenance Code in the "Putting this Plan Into Action™ section),

Consider planting streel irees in visible locations, while carefully selecting species lo
avold couflicts with andersround utilities, sidewalks, overhead wires and signs.
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Provide advice to property-owners on ways they can improve the appearance of their
buifdings through low-cost methods, such as usmg aftractive paint schemes, now
Sigfis or BCW aWNIES.

Emphasize improvements to the appearance of entrances to [riendsville along MD
Roule 742 and 42 to present & positive first opression.

Design any new public improvements in the Downtown fo add fo s historie
character. This inciudes instailing older-style streef lighis {(such as Oakland), historie-
style strest-name signs, and black (as opposced to unpainted metal) traffic signal poles.
If any major sidewalk work occurs Downlown, consideration should be given to
using brick as an accent.

Target efforts wowards the most highly visible buildings, where posittve change wili
be most noticed.

- Woaork with the Maryland Historical Trust and local organizations 10 provide information
to proporty-owners on proper methods to rehabilitate and maintain older buildings.
This cart be accomplished through brochures, {raining workshops or onc-on-one
advice, A main mle of the Town Govenunent may be to provide the telephone
numbers and addresses of key persons who ean provide assistance.

Encourage the sensilive rchabilitation of historic buildmngs.

- Exterior feamrcs that sive a building a special characier should be
wncovered and reslored These include windows, dormers, doors, porches,

cormees and trin.

- The scale, proporhions, spacing and sctbacks of older buildings should be
maintained, and continued In any new constraciion or additions.

- Brick and other masonry should be cleaned with watcr, brushes, mikd
detergents andfor stewn clesning, as opposed to sand blasling or harsh
chemicals. Sand hiasting cxposcs the soft interior of brick and casses 1t o

deteriorate over time.
- Move signs that cover attractive features of a building. The most

attractive signs arve oflen rehefcot wood signs.

Parking -~ To attract customers, parking must be available and highly visible In locations
that arc convenient to all parts of the Downtown. The following aclions arc

nesded regarding parking:

Use ipne hnnls as nocessary to make sure that the parking spaces that are most
convenient to Downlown businesses wre available for high-turnover use by customers,
as opposed to being used by low-tmover employees or residents.

Promole copperative efforts by businesses and property-owners to share off-strect
parking spaces, particularly when uscs need parking during different times of the day __

and weelk.

Place promincty signs to direct customers io parking,
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Promotion and Marketing — The following actions should be considered to promote and
marked the Downtown:

Lncourage Downtown businesses to make the most out of windows by creating
altvactive and iniercsting displays. If a storefront s vacani, lhe property-owner
should he asked to allow nearby businesses to place a display in that window.

Hang colorful festive banners from streetlights, {rom other posts or across Maple
Street,

Emphasize jomt evenmyg hours on one or more selecled days of the week, to serve
persons who work during daytime hours, Businesscs should siay open at least
untii & p.m. on weekdays to allow cuslomers to stop after work.

Bevelop coordinated marketing among Downtown businesses, People are morc
likely to visit the Downtown to visit iwo or threc businesses than a singlc husiness.
Toint marketing should not only promote the Down{own as a whele, bt also should
involve two or three complicmentary businesses advertising together,

Emphasize businesses referring customers to each other, inclading distributing
cach other’s handouts, menus and coupons, and holding joint sales.

Buiid & positive image to aftract customers und investors and to build local pride.
Bevelop an atiractive fogo that can be used in advertising, banners and contests.

Emphasizc Downtown Friendsville as a fiendly place (ha! siresses personalized
service,

repare an infornmafion packet that can bhe used to attract new husinesses,
Distribute the packet to ceonomic development organizations, realtors mud

huilding owners,

Sponsor speeial evenls, “Friendsville Days™, that will bring people and activity to the
Downtown. The intent is to have additional persons become familiar with the types
of goods and services that arc available, Hvents involving children are particularly

useful to altract adult relalives.

Work with Federal, Stale and County agencics to seek to wifract govcrmment
oftices {o the Downtowi.

Organization — The following efforts are important in organizing Dowitown cfforts:
Organize a Downtown Revilalization Committee of Town officials, busincss persons,
property-owners and interested residents {o strengthen the Downiown. A couple

subcommillees may be appropriate for specific tasks, such as developing joint
markeling cfforts.
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" Encourage local business persons to participate in small business workshops and
consuit with the Smatl Businecss Pevelopment Center to shampen their business

skalis.

Malntain good communications with existing businesses to cncourage them to
rentaiit in Friendsvitle snd o expand.

Financing — The [ollowing actions should be considered to provide sufficient finuncing
for Downtown revitabization:

Take fuil advantage of owtside funding for Improvemcnis, including Communily
Development Block Grants (CDBG) and other Stale programs.  Financing
programs arc described in the "Putting this Plan info Action” section.

Seek out area banks to eslablish a revolving low-interest loan pool for improvements
to Downtowi buildings. Such a loan pool would help the banks to meet their
ohligalions under the Federat Community Relnvestment Act.

Emphasize {inancing for physical improvements to buildings, rather than operating
expenses. Financing for physical improvements is move long-term, and can henclit a
new husincss if a previons business closes.

Make prospective investors aware of avaluble incentives, such as tex credifs for
rehabititation of historie buildings.

Carefully examinc the Town’s tax rafes to determinc if any provide a stroug
disincentive to locating a busiess n Foenudsville.

LAND USE I'LAN

The Garrett County Comprehensive Plan idenfifies pohicies for the development and
conscrvation of three types of arcas:

*  Rural Areas
* Growth Arcas
* Sensibive Areas

These aveus, and the proposcd fture land usc categorics within each area, represent
Gurrett County's cammitinent o accommnodalbing growlh while conserving the region’s
riral and naturzl heritage. The County’s future land use scheme is also compatibie with
the vision statemenis confwined in the 1992 Maryland Planning Act of 1992 ahout
providing land for developiment and preserving the environment.

The Carrett County Comprehensive Plan recognizes Friendsville as a growth arca. The
Courty views the Town as a major localion tn the norhern section of the Youghioghony
River Drainage Basin to which people and businesses are tkely to migrate In the
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foroseeable fiture. The Land Use Plan proposcd in this section is consistent with the
Crarreft County Land Usc Plan for the northern section of the Youghiogheny River

Drainage Bashi.

The Land tlsc Plan is a guide for the {future growih and conservation of Friendsville, ltis
not inteaded o set fixed boundaries or govem the specific details of land devclopment on
individual parcels, cspeciatly in an cstablished commumity Hike PFriendsville, Major
considerations hehind the Land Use Plan include the following, among others:

* [ntorstate 68,

* Friendsville’s regional location,

* Existing land usc and traffic pattorn,

* Proposed MD 42 improvements,

* Land needed to continue providing for a variety of housing types and densities,

* Pome fannlands in greater Foendsviile area,

* Secnsitive natural featurcs in the Town, and

* Existing parks and historic amenitics in and around Friendsviile.

* Proximity to Youghiogheny Wild and Scenic River Comnidor and Youghiogheny
Reservoir.

The Land Use Plan describes policies for residentiai and non-residential arcas. Sce the
accompunyig Comprehensive Plan map for the proposed boundaries of each land use
category.,

Roesidential Arcas

The Comprehensive Plan designates three areas to provide for a varicty of housing types
amt densitics.

Rurgl Developmeni would accommeodate single-family delached homes that are
compatible will an smiculiural environmenl. Densities of up to I home per acre would
be appropriate in this arca. Conserving this arca will help maintain farming, protect open
space and reserve undeveloped tand for fulure growth. Low density growth in the Rural
Development arca will also be most compatibie with the agrarian nalure of the land
adjoining this area outside the Town’s corporate Jimits.

Suburban Restlentiol areas would accommodate single-family detached homes and
duplex homes in a suburbuan setting. Minimum lot size of 20,000 square fect for single-
family homes and 12,506 squarc foct por unit for duplex homes are recomumended. This
plaming area will help ensure thal open space is incorporated into futvre development by
accommoedating only lower single-family residential development. Tt will also provide
fand for larger homes and attow llexibilily in placement of homes on lots. The Suburban
Residential wreas attempt {o balance the desire to avoid inappropriatc high density
development and the desire for more officient nse of the land, compatible with curent

restdential preferences.
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Town Resideniicd would provide land for single-family detached homes on minimum
13,000 aguare foot Jots, twin homc units on winimum 9,000 square fool lois and.
apariments at g mimmann of 4,000 square feet per unit. The Town Residential area will
provide arca for strictly residential development, ve! one that s convenient fo
Friondsville’s Town Center.

Note: This Plan cndorses the concept of cluster sivle development, under which Ingher
densities and smailer lots may be allowed in residential arcas in exchange for substantial
common opet space instead of radifional subdivision Tayou!l where the enlive fract is
devoted to house lots and streets.  Friendsvilie’s zoning reguiations can specify how
much density can be ncreased and how much lot sizes can be reduced under cluster

development.

Mixed Use and Neon-Residential Aveus

The Plan designates [ive land usc calegories intended for cithor mixed usc or non-
residential development.

Town Center s an area whore single-{amily detached homes and fwin home units would
each be provided on minimuim 3,000 sguare fool ioks. Apartments would be permitted at
a density of al least 3,600 sguarc feot per mnit. Retail, sorvice, office and other
appropriate non-resideniial uses would also he divected 0 the Town Center for the
purposc ol perpetuating this area as Friendsville’s “business district™.

The mixcd use growih provided for in this sres recognizes the existing pattern of
development along the Main Street corridor and will cncourage the diverse mvestment
required to koep this area economically viable. Awvailable sites within the Town Cenler
should be sufficient lo mect Friendsville’s commercial needs into the {oreseeable future.
New development on vacant land and redevelopment of underulitized parcels in this area
should prevent the necd for commereial land uses to spread into other, residentially

oriented sectors of the Town.

Greneryl Commerciai — The General Commercial arca would accommodate both
traditional retail uses and {he kmds of highway-orienied commercial enterprises that
function better outside typical downtown “Main Street” locations becausce they nced large
butltings, parking lots and/or ouidoor storage areas, These would include aulomobile
dealers, large supormaricets, warehouses and utility buildings, lumberyards, service
stations and the like. Beecanse such uses often pgencrate subsiantial volumes of
automobile and truck traffic, with associated impacts of noise and glare, they tend to be
incompatible with residential neighborhoods.  Aeccordingly, new residential uses arc
strongly discouraged in the General Commniercial areas; lhese areas should be reserved
solely for commeercial and for compatible, environmentally sale indusinal development.
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Employment Cemter 15 an arca of the Town designed to atiract envivommenlally
responsible mdustry and other forms of economic development (hat will create jobs and
cnhance local property tax revenucs. Fricndsville will continue to cooperate with the
Garrett County Development Corporation, the Tri-County Council for Westem
Maryiand, Inc and other economic development organizations in an attempt to target
grants, loans and other incentives to prospective investors in this area of the Town,

Recreation and Open Space is 4 land use category that recognives Friendsville’s existing
public recreation properties, including the Friendsville Elementary School The
Recreation and Open Space arca also includes all Jand within Friendsville adjacent to the
Youghiogheny River, Bear Creek, Minnow Creck and an unnamed tributary that runs
through Friendsville. The Town will continuc to promotle envivenmeontal econservation
atong these corridors, which inclndes both public and privately held property.
Devciopment of this area would be very difficult and is not advisable hecansc of cxisting
steep slopes, floodplains and other scnsitive namral features.

Special Water Resource Area is u category identified in the Ganett County Development
Plan to recognize significant water feafures, The County Deveiopment Plan designates
two Special Waler Resource Areas in the vicinity of Friendsville:

* The Youghiogheny River Reservoir and adjoining landholdings owned by the
Army Corps of Engincers and

* The Statc designated Youghiogheny River Wild and Scenic Corridor,
These Special Water Resources provide recreation opporiunities, open space, watcr
supply and flood control. This Plan endorses the land and wator management practices

{hat now exist al these Special Waler Resource Areas.

Potential Annexation Arca

Friendsville currently does not have any formal plans for amexing any adioining Jands,
The potential to expand in all direclions 1s Hinited due to stcep slopes and other natural
constrainis that suvowund the Town.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES PLAN

Fricndsville is cominitted to providing cssential municipal facilities and services to its
residents in a cost effective manner, The Town will also continue 1o cooperate with other
cntities that provide services to Friendsvilic residonts such as the Garrcit Connty Sanitary
District and the Garrett County Beard of Education, among many others. The Comniumnity
Facilities & Services Plan describes the Town's intentions in each of the following arcas:

* Public Water * Schools

* Public Sewerage * Health Services

* Emergency Management * Sociul Services

* Government Faeilitics * Solid Waste Management

* Recreation & Open Space * Off Street Parking Facilitics
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Public Walpr

The Gareets County Sanitary District operates and maintains Friendsville’s public waler
sysiem, witich serves pearly all residents and bnsincsses in the Town. Significant system
improvements have been made since 1991, The Town will be working with the (Garreft
County Sumbary District and the Garectt County Heonomic Development Depariment to
extend service to the industital vonmg distiicts and unserviced areas of the Town.  the
water systern has sufficient capacity cuirently, but there remain arcas of Town that lack
adeguate pubhic facilitics.

Pubhlic Sewcrzac

The Gareit Counly Sanilary Disinct operates and mamiams Frendsville's scwage
treatment facifitics. The Town recently completed major Improvements to ils sewsy
gystent.  Additional improvementy will need to be made to the system fo corrcet cxisting
mflow and infiitration probloms and to incresse its capacity to accomumnodale exisbing and
now development.

Imcrecney Manarement

This Plan refers to police, fire, roscue services and dispatch conter as emergency
MIANAgEment,

Bolive Protection

The Carrett County Sherifl’s Oflice and the Maryland State Poliecc now provide most
police protection 1o Friendsville.  Thesc two cntifies perfnm their dutics well;
Friendsviile will continue to renew ifs cooperalive agresments with both the County
Sheriff's Departnent and the State Police.

Fire Prarection

The Town depends on the Friendsville Volanteer and Rescue Fire Compuny comjinuing
to provide fire protcetion to Fricndsviile.

Rescne Service
ihe Town will continue 1o rely on the Morthemn Garreft County Rescue Squad for its
emergency reseie needs. The Towa will continue to suppart efforts by the Rescue Squad

to recuit more voluntecrs, particularly for daytome duty.

Govermiment Facilitics

Friendsville’s cuirent municipat eadquarters on Cheshust Strect is considered adeguate
for local government needs 1ndo the forcsceable future. The Town has consiructed a new
lacility to house the “Tlead Start” progrant and the senior center.
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Recreation and Open Space

The Friendsville Community Park and a 7 acre recreation area adjoining Fricndsville
Elementary School provide active as well as passive public rcereation activities to Town
residents und visitors.  lriendsviile will continue to cncourage the maintenance and

trprovement of these properlies,

The Youghiogheny River Rescervoir and the Youphiogheny Scenic and Wild River are
valuable asscts to Friendsville and to Garrett County in general. Many parts of the river
and rescrvoir provide excelient fishing and whitewater opportunities. While access to the
Youghiogheny Reservoir is limited and the water lovel is significantly lowered cach
sunymer and fall, recreation activities such as biking and hiking shounld be explored.

The County's most recent Development Plan “A New Development Plan For Garrett
County” recogunizes Friendsviile as being the "Puincipal Gateway io ke River™
Iriendsville s located along the National Freeway (1-68), offering convenient access (o
the river via the Friendsville Community Park, Friendsvilic has bepun to scrve this role
by providing a boater take-out area at the Comnnunity Park. Friendsville also has many
river-reluted service besinesses, which accommodate visitors of the arca with boating and
rafting equipiment. ‘The County’s Development Plan encourages Friendsville to continue
to be the magior information and “clearinghouse” center for use of the river.

Garrett County adopted a Land Preservation and Recreation Plan in November of 1993,
The Plan unalyces regional reereation trends and needs and incorporates many of
Maryland’s new policies designed lo a) encourage the protection of our natmral and open
space resources and b) further the acquisition and development of recreation areas. With
regard to Gure’s municipaltiies, the Plan emphasizes the need for closc fo-home
recreation facilitics, such as comumnunity and neighborhood parks. The Plan also identifics
the necd for year round rcercation opportunitics.

Schools

Friendsville students attend Guarrett County Boward of Education facilities, inciuding the
Pricndsville Elementary School, Northern Middle Schoel and Northerm High Schoeol
Friendsville will continue o cooperate with the Garreft County Board of Education on
nolicics alfecting these schools and other aspeets of cducation in Friendsvilie.

Health Scrvices

The Garrett County Memorial Hospital in Oakland will continue 1o serve Friendsville’s
emergency medical care needs, The Gamrett Counly Healih Department will continue
providing cnvironmental health, mental health and nursing services,

Sactal Services

The Garrett County Deparlment of Social Services will continue to provide a widc range
of social services to residents of Fricndsville, including public welfare, food siamps and
several other forms of assistance to chukdren, adulis and the elderly throughout Garrett

County.
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Solud Waste Manasement

Friendsville will continue to contvact with a private solid waste disposal firm that collects
trash from Towa residents and disposcs of it in a County tandfill. Friendsvillc will also
cooperatc with (Garrell county 10 helping to maintain 2 1988 State-imposed mandate of
reeyeling 10 40 15% of all solid waste w1 the County. Friendsvilic will encourape
ncreased recyeling prograns to curb costs of soiid wasle disposal.

Off Street Parking Facilities

This Plan identifies the chailenge associated wilh the lack of adeguate controlled parking
in Friendsville. "The Town will cxplore opportunitics to provide more off strect parking
in and around the Town Center wven. As an alternative to on sireet parking, Friendsviile
will encourage parking at the Town park for daylong visitors.

CIRCULATION PLAN

‘The Town strects should faciliate internal movement of both vehicles and people while
recognizing that businesses and others need easy access to and from their properties.

Funetional Classification

Streets and highways m and around Friendsvitle serve different roles in carying texffic.
Somte routes carry higher speed through traffic and others provide access fo and from
iocal neighborhoads. Each traffic route in Fricndsville has been classified into one of the
tollowing fouwr categorics based on its primary functions: Arterials, Major Coilectors,
Minor Coilectors and Secondary Strects.  The functional classification of sireeis and
highways has toportant implications. Rights of way should he wider, speed Hmits higher
atkl access more limited on roads designed to carry higher traffic volumes. The four
functional classtfications and examples of  each category arc described below and
Nusirated on the Comprehensive Plag Map.

Arterials

Arterials carry farge volumes of traffic and higher speeds to and from the freeway
sysien, iajor shopping arcas and regional cmployment centers. Where possible, access
10 arterials 1s confrolled to aliow safe and efficient through {raflic movement.
Developrient along arterials should be carcefully planned 1o avoid poientially dangerous
conflicts hetwoen velicles truvehing al higher speeds and iraffic entering or cxiting these
highways, The National Frecway (I-68), which biscets the Town, is the only arlerial in

Friendsviiic.

51



Fown af Frigndsville Corprehorsive Plan

ﬁfaj@r Collectors

Major collectors carry refatively high volumes of traffic to arterials or frecways. Major
collectors alse provide access to employment cenlers such as a business district or
industrial park. MDD 42 north of Route 1-68 is the only maior collector in Friendsville.

Minor Collectors

Minor collcctors assist with ¢irculatton both withiu Town and on an area-wide basis by
providing a syslem of mtermnal access within the Town; they rcceive traffic from
sceondary streets and distribute it to the major colleclor and arterial system. Minor
collectors can also serve as ihe mbemal circulation sysiem for fttemsive lind
developments such as apartinents, shopping centers and industrial parks. Three minor
collectors are identified in this Plan:

*  Garrctt County Ronte 53 (Sccond Ave.)
MD Route 42 south of 1-68

* MDD Rouwte 742 {Mapic St
* Accident-Bear Creck Road .

Lercadl Streets

Sccondary streets provide dircet access, usually at low speeds, to homes and other
abutting propertics. Sccondary sireets also carry traffic from local neighbothoods to the
collcetor system,  All sirests in Friendsville except alleyways not identified as belonging
o one of the other three funciiony! classifications described above are considercd
Secondary Streets.

Desipn Standards

The design standards described in the following table should be nsed in constructing new
streets and, wherever possible, In strect improvenent projects within Friendsville.

TABLE Y
STREET DESIGN STANDARDS BY FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION
FRIENDSVILLE, MARYLAND
Locat MINOR MAJOR ARTERIAL
COLLECTOR | COLLECTOR
Jupisdiction "Foram Towm or Coninty State State
Right-of-Wav{{eel) 5t 0 80 200
Numibser of Lanes 2 2 -4 2-4
Paving {feet) =y 6 40-4% 48 mumimun
Patking  + Dine or Both Discouraged
Ome Sude Sides Prohibilion Mot Porrmitted
desirable
Driveway aiess Sireet mbeTxection
Arcess Usirestricned Unrestzictad minimized Himited and
and controtied driveway access
minimized and
comtroelled
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Friendsville’s subdivision and land {1éveiupmcnt ordinance should be amended to reguire
a 5¢° right-ofway width for all new sireets. Tt should allow some [lexibility for.
developers whe wish to develop narrower roads as part of an covironmentally sensitive
design alined st maintaining the area’s small town character, Swdewalk design standards
shouid also be tneluded 1o accommodate pedestnian circulation.

Friendsville's local roads are all paved and in pood physical condition. The Town's
major road improvement priority is reconstrucling both lanes of MD 42 south to Roentc
219 and north of Friendsville from Biooming Rose Read to the Ponnsylvamia Slate Tane,
The Town will continue to work with Garrett County and the Maryland State lighway
Administration which currently identifies these improvements within their ongoing
highway needs inventory.

MINERAL RESOURCES PLAN

Maryland’s article 668 reguircs that all comprehensive plans include a nymeral resources
element, Minemsl sxtrretion within Friendsvilic will not have an impact on the Town's
future community development or conservation with the nearest natursl gas wells siitt in
production are n newby Aceudent.  Ceal is prevalent in the area but would be
inapproptiale to mine in Friendsville,  Favwonmendal conditions and current and
propased land usc patterns wore considered in reaching this conelnsion. The Town does
not expect nineral resource exploration or extraction to hecome an important planning

concern in Friendsville.

PUTTING THIS PLLAN INTGO ACTHON

This Comprehensive Plan should be cunied oul through o continuous progran: of {ollow-
up pianning and aclion o move the recommmendations towards reality. The most
inprorianl action will be the adoption of Friendsville’s revised Zomng Ordinance. tt will
he sxiremely [mporlant (o make sure that residents, businesspersons and properly owners
continue (o be involved in preserving the best features of Friendsville, and in Doproving
other features,

STATE AND FEDERAL GRANTS AND LOW INTEREST 1.OANS

[ 1997, the Siatc of Maryland initiated a program of targeting State Funding towards
“designated neighborhioods.” For example, these designated areas are to be given priority
in programs such as 100 percent finwding by Maryviand DOT for sidewulks and related
improvements along Siate highways, Funding may only he provided for revitalization
projects woler the Neiphborhood Business Development Program and for Neighborkood
Parinership Program tay crodits within desizmated neighborhoods. The State will also
give priority to designated neighborhoods when considering leasing space for State
fucthities, Also, maximuem income limils and home purchase price limits are higher for
State-instred mortgnges within designated neighborhoods. The fargeting is intended to
he extended to many additional types ol Statc programs,
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The Maryland Deparnnent of Housing and Community Development approves the
designation of ncighborhoods, wm respense {0 applications from local governments,
Friendsvilte should prepare an application seeking the designation for the largest part of
the Town that counld be cligible.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CORE

There are concemns aboul the deteriorated condition of several propertics within the
Town., If these buildings arc not addresscd, they could discourage investment in
nelghboring propertics. These buildings also represent fire hazards to newby properiies.
Prescnily, ihe mam regulation that addresses conditions of existing buildings Is the
Maryland Livability Code. However, that Code only regulates the conditions of housing
uniis that arc rented and occupied, That Code primanty is enforced afler ¢ complaint by
a tenant.

"BOCA National Building Code™ s nol currently utiized by Garrett County. The
building code will primarily regulate new constraction, additions and major structural
changes. Cenerally, the Building code will not regulate existing huilding, except lo
require abandoned butldings to be secured.

Therefore, Friendsville should consider adopling a simple and concise Properly
Maintenance Code. Such a law would reguive that all existing propertics mect certain
basic minimann standards, such as being structurally sound. Such a law can encourage
irvesponsible property-owners to scll problem propertics to someone elsc who will repair
aned maintain them.

A model Property Maintenanee Code has been prepared by BOCA, a nation-wide
orgamization of code officials. The BOCA Code is probably niore exiensive lhan 1s
necded in Friendsville. Friendsvilic could adopt portions of this Codc, or writc its own,
after reviewing codes in Cumberland and ofher communities.

A Property Mamntenance Code typically requires that:

- buildings not be dangerous to the public or occupants, including dangers fom five,
damuge, decay, dilapidation or unstable foundations;

- an owner of an unsalfe property either repair 1t or demolish it within a specified period
ol time;

- exterior walls be free from holes and loose or rotling materials;

- roofs be sound and tight;

- the inferior of buildings be siructuraily sound,

- stairs and railings be kept in good repair;

- butldings be kept free from rat and insect infestation; und

- the oxtenor of property be maintained in a safe and sanitary condition.

A Board of Appeals conprised of T'own residents would be needed to hear appeals from
decisions of the porson administering the Code.

Enforcement of a property maintenance code should be coordinated with fanding
assistance to make the tmprovements, where available. For example, property-owners
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should be madc filly awarc of any available Federal ov State grants or low-interest toans.
It may be possible to organize a private low-interest loan poot from banks, to meet thew ..
obligalions under the Federal Conumunity Reinvestmeni Acl, These funding programs
beeome particularly important when a home in need of major repair is occupied by a low-
Meome samor citizen.

JUNK VEHICLE REGULATIONS

Fricadsvilic needs to enforec existing regulations regarding funk vehicles to improve the
appesrance of the Town und lo clear on-strect parking spaces for parking for vehicles in
drivablc condition. An existing Town ordinance controls the parking of junk vehcles on
private property outside of a building. In addition, the Statc Motor Vehicle Code
prohibits the parking of vehicies on public strects that do nod have curvent registration.

Summary of Major Financiag Pregrams for Commanity Development

The following tablc concisely sumnarizes many types of financing progrums that are
availabic through Federal and Siate apencies for conununity development needs. These
programs are modified and replaced from vyear-to-year, Therefore, it 15 essential to
contact the relevant agency for the most up-to-date information on a particular program.

In a few cases, the Town of ricndsville might be able to directly apply for funding. Tn
other cases, it would be appropriate for the Town to ask Garrett County to take the lead in
4 particular project, considering the fuct they have a much larger administrative stafl and
that certain programs require County involvement. In other cases, the Town should make
potential investors aware of potential financing, and connect them with (he appropriate
ATCACY.
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Nuree of Program General Description of Program | Administering
. : Agency
Tresignated Provides prority for many types of MID. Depl of
Neighborhoods funding Programs, once an are is Housing and
approved as a “Designated Comumumly
Netghboihood” Development
Neighborhood Business | Provides low-intercst loans to smuall MD, Depl of
Development Program businesses or non-profit organizations for | Housing and
projects in older busiiess arcas. Provides | Community
up to 50% fnding of {lexible gap Development
financing for businesses starting-up or
cxpanding or for reuse of a vacaut
huilding. Cannot be used for speculative
, projecis,
Busiucss Tax Credils for | Awards tax credits on a competitive basis | MD. Dept of
Neighborhood Projects To non-profit organizations that sponsor  § Housing and
community development projects in Community
desipnated neighborhoods. The lax Development

credifs arc then sold to privale busincssces.

MDD, Historic
Preservation Captlal and
Non-Capital Grant
Programs

Ofters grants {or capital projects,
including the acquisition, rehabikitation or
restoration of historie properties. Also
offers grants for non-capifal projects, such
as rescarch of hisforic resources. In most
cases provides a maximum of 50% of the
project cost.

MDD Historical
Truesl

MD. Cerlified Local
Governament Grant
Program

Offers prants to local povernments who
are certified within a Federal historic
prescrvation program. Funds can be used
for research of historic resources,
educational programs, technical assistance
and other efforts.

MD. Historical
Trusi

MD, Historic
Preservation Loan
Program

Offers low-interost loans {0 acquire,
rehabilitate or restore propertics lsted on
or cligible for the National Register of
Historic Places, tn return for an casement
guarantceing the pressrvaiion of the site.

MD. Historical
Trust

MD. Rehabilitation Tax
Subtraction

Offcrs reduced state income taxes for
owner-occupants ol cerlified historic

residences, based upon the cost of the
rehabiliiation of the rosidence.

MDD, Historical
Trust
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Name of General Descripticn of Propram Administering
Program Agency
Preservation Tax | Offers Stafe and Federal income tax credifs Statc Propram:
Credits for a perceniage of the qualtfied capital M3, Dept, of
costs to rohabilitate certified historic {lousing and
buiidings, provided the cxtcrior is restored, Community
The federal progran: is generally Hmited to Developmeni;
income-producing proportics. MD. Historic
Trusl.
liederal Program
National Park
Service,
Community Offers grants through a competitive process MD. Dept
Developiment for a wide vanely of aclivitics, provided Housing and
Block Grant the applicant proves that {ie project wall Commuiity
(CDBG) benefit 51% low and moderate income Development;
persons or elimmale an officially approved Allegany County
“blighted™ condition. Dept. of
{ommunity
o Services ]
Program Opcn Frovides up to 100% grant fundmy for MD. Departinent
Space acquisition and up to 75% grant fanding of Natural
for developmeni of public recreation Eesources;
faeititics and open space. Projects need to County Parks and
be hased upon the Counly Land Recreaiion Dept.

Preservation and Reocreation Plan.

Rural Legacy
Trogram

Dirccts varions Stafc and Federal funds
towards the coordinated acquisttion ol key
concentrations of natural resources and
agricultural areas,

MD. Department
of Natural
Resourecs

Vartous State
Housing Programs

Provides low-interest loans to for-proflis
and non-profits for the construction or
rehabilitation of housing lor low and/or
moderate income persons. idividual
programs include: Multi-Family Housing
Rehabilitation Program, Construciion Loan
Program and Single-Family Housing
Rehaiitation Program,

M1, Dept of
Houstng an
Conumumily
Devclopment

Reverse BEquity
Mortgage
Program

Ofers low-income persons ags 65 and older the
apportunity to reecive income from the cquily
of their home so they may continue {o afford to

Five within it .

M. Dept of
Housing and
Community

Development
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Nume of Program

General Deseription of Program

Administering
Agency

State Hlomeowncrship
Proprams

Offer favorable financing to qualified
Persons to purchasc their own home.
Programs include the Settiement Expense
Loan Fund, and the Preferved Interest Rate
Loan Propram.

MD. Dept. of
Housing and
Commurily
Dreveclopment

Federal Low Income
Housing Tax Credil

Offcrs Federal income lax credits to non-
profit aud for-profit developers of housing
for law-incomic persons, Non-profits can
then sell their credits to Investors.

MD. Bept. of
Housing and
Comnunity
Bevelopment

Ruyal Economic
Pevclopmen! Programs
{lormerly Farmers Home
Administration)

Offers 2 variety of programs to finance
econoniic development, community
facilitics and low-tncome housing in mural
aregs,

U.8. Dept. of
Agricullure,
Rural
Devclopment
Administration

Neighhorhood
Conservation Program

Provides funding in “desipnated
ncighborhoods™ approved by the MD, Dept
¢f Housing and Conununity Develomnen.
Can be used for sidewalks, streefscaping,
curbs, drainage, repaving and Hehting,

WD, Dept of
Transportalion

Sireet and Sidowatk
Program

Provides 100% funding for improvements
for new sidcwalks and related
improvements along State roads in
“designated ncighborhoods™ approved by
the MD. Dept of Housing and Community
Development.

MD. Dept. of
Transportation

Day Care Financing
Prowmams

Offers low-intorest leans and loan
cuaraniees for development of child or
senior day carc facilitics.

MD. Dept, of
Business and
Economic
Development |

Community Develo prcnt
RBiock Grant Funds for
Feonomic Development

(HTers low-tnierest gap financing for up to
50% of project cost. Financing is provided
to munticipality, which then makes loans to
businesses. Emphasizes creation of low
and moderate income jobs. Can be used
for downtown revilalization, infrastmgiure,
property acquisition, building conslruction
and market stodies.

MD. Dept. of
Housing and
Commumly
Development
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Name ef Program | Genernd Breseription of Program Administering
o ) Agency -
Marytand indusinal | Offers low-interest foans to counties and MD. Bepl. of
Tarul municipalitics worling to develop or Busincss and
Act redevelop industrial space. Can be used for Feonomic
scquisition, utilities, aceess roads, sic Development
improvements and shell building
consirueiion. Can alse beused fo
rehabilitate existing buildings as
“inctbators” for new businesses. N
Job Creation Tax (flers incomic tax credis to compames MD, Depl of
Credit crealing 60 or more jobs which pay at least Business and
156% of the minimum wagc. Economic
Development.
MD. Industrial and | Offers low-interest loans 1o municipalities MD. Dept. of
Conrmereisl working ta develop or redevelop Buststess and
Redevelopment commergial or industrial businesses, Economic
Fund Pravides up to Y0% of funding need. Can Development

be used for tand,, buildings, infrastructure
and technical studies. The mumicipality can
then tean the funds to businesses, provided

MD. Industrial Makes available low-interest financing for MD. Dept of
Pevelopment business developiment and expansion, Business and
Financing excenl for certam types of reiail uses. Econemic
Authority Program: | Better terms are possible for industrial Devclopment;
development funded throngh tax-exempt Plus Indusital
bonds Revenue
Bonds
izsuad through
- The Connty
MD. Small Business | Makes available low-interest financing for WiD. Dept of
Tdevelopment development and oxpansion of small Business and
Finaneing businesses. [ncludes a Long-tenn Guarantee Economic
Authortty Programs | Program, a Surcly Bond Program and sn Drevelopment
Equity Participation Invesiment Program.
Most programs emphasize businesses
owned by socially and economically
disadvaniaged persons.
Investment CHfers financing through the Challenge MDD, Pept. of
Financing Investment Program and the Enterprise Business and
Prograns Tnvestment Fund. Heonomic
L Development
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Name of General Deseription of Program Administering
Program Agency
Appalachian Provides grants and louns through the Ti- Tri-County
Regionsl County Couneil, including a revoiving low- Council of
Commission interes loan fund tor busincsscs for gap Western
| Prugrams financing. Marytamwd
Faural Uiilitics Offers low-interest loans for waler and U5 Deptof
Service SCWAZC projoots. Agriculture
Financing Rural
3 Utilitics Service
Anny Corps WVarious types of projects to manage .S, Army Corps
Programs; floading Of Engingcrs,
NRCS Watershed Baklimore
Programs Dislrct;
U.S. Natural
Resourees
Conservation
. Service
Huzard Mitigation  Provides 75% funding to relieve imminent Federal
Grant hazards from fooding,. Emergency
Program Manasgemeni
Agency
Sinall Crecks and | Offcrs 50% funding to restore and improve M, Dept. of the
Estuaries Water siream channels. Enviromment,
Cality Watcr
Restoration Management
Administralion
Water Quality Provides low-inferest loans fo local MD. Dept. of the
State goveruments {or projects that will improve Environment,
Revolving Loan waler quality, such as siream resforation Water
Fund projects or cfforts to reduce non-point Management
soures pollulion, Admuistration

Water Supply

Provides low-nterest joans and grants for

MD. Dept of the

Financial watcr supply systom repairs and upgrades. Environment,
Assistance Water
Progrant; Managcement
Drinking Water Adninislration
Revolving Loan

{und :

Sources: Publications and infermet sites of varicus ugencies; Report of the Governors
Flood Mitigation Task Foree {or Weslern Maryiand.
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CARRYING OUT THE PI,LAN

This updated Comprehensive Plin contains the policies Fricndsville will use to guide its
llure development and conscrvation. The Plan should mfluence all public seclor
decisions concerning land use and public /mprovements. The Town should make cvery
cifort to encourage the residents of Friendsvitle to become famitar with the Plan, becauss
therr support will be nccessary to carry out the Plan. While the Plan Is not s legal
document, cortain regulalory and administrative sctions will be required to implement the
Plan. These aclions are described below.

Zoning Ordinance

Friendsville has & Zoning Ordinance, which has provisions that rclate to:

* penmnitted use of tand,

* the heighl and bulk of structures,

* percentayge of a lot that may he oceupicd, and
* the densily of development.

The Zoning Ordinance also hus @ map, which delineates zoning disiricts. Tt includes text,
which sets forth the regulations that apply in cach district und gencral information about
administering the ordinance, Friendsville’s adopied Zoning Ordinance should be revised
to confornt with the policies endorsed in this Comprehiconsive Plan. It should be used as 3
nieans to prescrve the unigue small town characler and heritage of Friendsville. The
Zoning Ordinance should be a major means of carrying owt this Comprehensive Plan,
particularly firture Jand usc policies, The Zoning Ordinance can also he used to protect
sensitive arcas such as steep slopes and 100-yeur floodplains, among olhers.

Subdivision Regulations

Subdivision regulation can be a very cffective way of contvolling the layout of streels,
lots and infrasbucture, such as ufildies, curbs and sidewalks. The objcctives of

subdivision ordinances are lo:

* coordinate siree! patlem,

* assure adequate infrastruclure s provided,

* facilitate safe, efficient traffic flow, and

provide design standards that will promole environmental conservation.

L ]

Friendsviile’s cxisting subdivision ordinawce, lke its zoning ordinance, should be
updated {o reflect the policies of this Comprehensive Plan, The subdivision ordinance
ltke the zoning ordinance should be used us a means for preserving the unigue small tlown
character and herilage of Friendsvillc.

Sensifive Areas Resulations

Article 668, the Maryland State Planning Law defines a subdivision as™.. .the division of
a lot, tract or parcel of land into two or mote lots...”, Not every conceivable type of land
development in Friendsvilic will involve a subdivision and thus be govemed by a new
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subdivision ordinance. For instance a shopping plaza under single ownership could be
built on one large parccl of land wilhou! involving a subdivision. While Friendsville can
inciude provisions fo prolect sensitive areas in its zoning ordirance, the Town should
consider adopting 4 Sensitive Arcas Protection Ordinance which regulates all types of
fund development to ensurc that sensitive areas ure protected from the potentiatly adverse
etfcets of development.

Capital Improvement Propramming

Friendsville should enhance its practice of improving parks, sireets, stormwater SVStCing
and other maujor physical facilifies. These capital improvements, which involve the
cxpenditure of funds over and above thosc needsl for normal operations and
maintenance, should be prioritized over a five year period in the form of a capital
improvements prograrm, which is recommended to the Town Council.

A Capital Tmprovement Program has many benefits:

* It help sssurc projocts are based on ability to pay and on a schedule of prioritics
determined in advance.

* It helps assure capital improvemenis are viewed comprehensively.

* U promotes financial stability by scheduling projects at proper tnfervals,

* It facilitates proper allocation of communily resources,

The Town shonld aunusally update Hs capital improvements program and annusl capital
budget once these arc cstablished. The follewing are cxamples of the kinds of projects
that could be financed in part with capital improvements funds:

*  park improvements,
* sclecled road widening and road reconstruclion projeets, and

* sewage troatment and water purification improvements.

Eole of the Plannine Comnission

The Friendsville Town Planning Commission has a lead role in assuring that this
Comprehensive Plan 1s followed and updated 28 needed. The plunning commission
should periodically revicw the Plan in accordunce with Ariicle 668 and recommend any
changes to reflect curtent conditions and chanping prioriiies.

Bole ol the Town Counct?

The Friendsville Town Council wiil also play & vital role in implementing this
Comprehensive Plan, The Town Council has the {inal decision on any action thai
reguires an ordinance or exponditure of funds, The Town Council should maintain a
refationship of tust and confidence with the Town Planning Comumission. The two
eritities should continually keep one another informed of important planming related

matters in the Tow,
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Remonal Cooperation

The Garrctt County Board of Education, Garrctt County Commissioners, Garrell County
Planning Commission, Marvland Stale Highway Adiministration, Amny Corps of
Engineers Maryiand Department of Planning and the Maryland Department of Natural
Resourecs arc among the many outside cntitics whose decisions affect Friendsville, The
Town will continue to work with all regional, county, and state orpanizations, which have
a vole in the future, development and conservation of the area in and around Friendsviile.
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Zoning Districts
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