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MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL
PO, Box 180
ACCIDENT, MARvyLAND 21520

BESQLUTION

WHEREAS, Article BE6E of tha Code of Public General Laws of Maryland
puthorizas and empowers towns Lo make end adopit A Pilen for the
gengral purpoee of guiding end agcomplishing the oocorinated,
adjueted and harmonious development of the town; and

WHOEREAS, Acecldent has by duly adopted resoluticn of tha Meyor and
Town Council appolnted a Planning Commiesion to exercise the
powere snd duties conferred by eald Articole 86B; and

WHEREAS, Sald Accident Planping Commigaion, soting with the advica
and agaimtancs of the citizens of the town has ceumad to be
prepared an update to the Town Comprehenaive Plan entitied A
HEW DEVEIOPHENT FLAN FOR ACCIDERT: and

WHEAREAZ, Bald Devalopment Flan ie desidined and intendsd to sromote
the health, safety, norale, ordet, convanlsncs, proaparity and
general waifara of the prasept and fubure peasidants of
Accldent; mnd

WHEREAS, Said Davelopment Flan hae heen subject to public review
gnd to pubiic hesringe pureuant to emrid Artlele 883; and

WHERERAS, The Accident Plonning Commimelon haa thareafter approvad
aald Pian and hes recommended that it be adopted by the Mayer
and Town Council; and

WHEREAE, The Mayor and Town Council heave carefully considered anld
Plan together with the commente and euggestione regarding said
Pilan and fingd that paid Flan constltutes a smitable ratlonal
and timely plan to guide the future devslovment of Accident
into the nsaxt cantury.

WNOW, THEREFGRE, BE IT RESOLVED thei the dooument dated December,
188% conasieting of text and maps and entitled “A HEW
DEVELOPMENT PLAM FOR ACCIDENT" ie hereby adopted ea the Plen
for Accldent pursusnt to said Article €8B; and

BE IT FURTHER BRESQLVED that the Accident Planning Cowmisslon shall
caume Aald pimn to be published and s copy therasf to ba
certlfied to the Clerk of the Circult Court of Acoldent.

LY ADOPTED BY A VOTE OF THE MAYCE AHD TOWN COUNCIL OF
HCCEDENT MARYLAND THIS 4tk DAY OF December, 1305,

MAYOR DALE E. RODEHEAVER COUNCILMAN RICHABD CAHLEGH
COUNCILMAN THOMAS GEGHG CONCIEMAN MICHAEL SMITH

Clods  Hf

COUNCIIMAN CHARDES HAHM

I voprtify the forgeing resclutlon was duly passed and adopted
by the Mayvor and Town Couneil at s regular mestlng held December 4,
1996; [ further certify this reproduction 1 Aan accurats facsimile
of the aaid reaciutlon: and I further certify I am the Clark of the
gald Mayor and Towvsm Council charged with the reaponsikility of
keeping and recording all minutes, records and acke of the said
Mavor and Towm Couneil:; and I further certifyr HMayor Dale
RBodeheaver, Counclilmean Richard Carlsaon, Councilimarn Thompaz Ganrg,
Councliman Michae?! Smith, aend Councilman Charles Hahn, to ke the
appropriate officlale to eign the eeid reeclution.

&I}@TE{MJ?FYT$$rkM
Backy Smith - Clark
bocident Mayor and Souncil




ACCIBENT PLANNING COMMISSEON
.0, Box 193
Acchdent, MD 21520

RESOLYFETON

WHEREAS, Anicle 668 of the Code of Public General Laws of Manyland autharizes and
empowers jowns to make and adopt a Plan for the general purpose of guiding
and acoomplishing the coordinated, adipsted and harmonious development of the
towi, and

WIEREAS, Accident has by duly adopted resolution of the Mayor and Town Couneil
appointed a Planning Commission lo exercise she powsrs and
duties conferred by ssid Article 66B; and

WHEREAS, Said Accident Planning Comedssion, acting with the advice and
assistance of the citizens of the town has caused o be preparsd an update to the
Town Comprehensive Plan entitled A NEW DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR
ACCIDENT, and

WHEREAS, Said Development Plan is desianed and intended to promete the heaith,
safiety, marals, order, convenience, prosperity and general welfare of Ehe present
and fature residents of Accident; and

WHEREAS, %aid Development Plan has been subject to public review and to public
hearinps pursuant to said Arficle 668; and

WHEREAS, Tha Accident Planning Commission has thereafter approved said Plan
and ias recommended that it be adopted by the Mayor and Towm Couneil;
and

WHEREAS, The Mayor snd Town Counci! have caraflily considered said Plan
together with the comments and sugpestions regaeding said Plan and find that said
Plan constitutes & suitable rational and timely plan to guide the future development
Gf Accident into the next century,

NOW, THEREFORE, EE IT RESOLVED, that the Accident Flanning
Commaisston is hereby submitiing its recommended A NEW DEVELOPMENT
PLAN FOR ACCIDENT, consisting of maps and text, pursuant (o the
requirerients of Article 668, 1o the Mayor and Tovwn Council for that
Body's consideration and adoption

DULY ADOPTED BY 4 VOTE OF THE ACCIDENT PLANNDNG
COMMISSION THIS 13°PDAY OF NOVEMEBER 1995

GUEL el dL

Wil Cavlson, Chamman Chartes Hahn, Comynission Memher

ummqsmn hiember Thnmas Georg, Cﬂmm:ssiu ember

N e

/AL B. Manz, Cﬂmgu_‘_?ﬁ Member

I certify the foregoing resofotion was duly paszed and adopted by the
Accident Planning Conunission ak a special meeting held by the
Coninission on dMovembar 13, 1995

R TN TR AN

Begky Smithy Town Clerk
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FOREWORD

The Town of Accident recognizes that planning is the way to achieve a betier tomorrow,
Planning for Accident as well as for the rest of Garrett County reaches back to the early
1970°s when Garzett County, many of its municipatities including Accident adopted their first
Comprehensive Plans. These forward thinking governments could foresee that change was
going to accur. Rather than merely waiting passively for the future to happen, they chose
to plan for the future. Accident updated their Comprehensive Plan in 1988 in response to
the many changes that had occurred since the Plan’s original adoption in 1970, But seven
years have passed and new directions are needed o meet new challenges.

This Comprehensive Plan represents Accident's commitment o pguide the fature
development and preservation of the town and to enhance the current and future quality of
life. Its value ta Accident wiil be in evaluating each proposed change in the community.
For every proposed change, there shouid be an affirmative arswer to the questior: "Does
it conform to our Comprehensive Plan", or "Does it carry out the objectives of the Pian".

THE NEW PLANNING ACT

The need for more up-to-date information and the desirability of reevaluating the ideas in
a previous Comprehensive Pian are not the only reasons why Accident is embarking in this
effort to update the Comprehensive Pian. Accident is now required to update its
Comprehensive Plan to comply with the provisions of the Economic Growth, Resource
Protection and Pianning Act of 1992,

New and apdated information was obtained and examined to address the following seven
visions in the Maryland Planning Act of 1992

e Conceatrate development in suitable areas.

FProviding development opportunities near existing and planned population cenfers
where existing and/or planned water and sewer service exist is important,

& Protect sensitive areas.

Providing open space to profect sireams and stream buffers, steep slopes, 100-year
floodplains and habitats of endangered and threatened species Is imporiant.

& In rural aress, direct growth to existing population centers and protect resource areas.
Providing development opportunities within and around Garrett County's towns and

other concentrations of development such as Accidemt, prolecting unigue natural
resources and retfaining rural areas are important.



& Demonsirate stewardship of the Bay and the 1and.

Identifying and protecting envirommentally sensitive areas that residential or
nonresidential development could damage while educating government officials and
local residents to the fssues and concerns of the Chesapeake Bay area is imporiant.

¢ Conserve and reduce the consumption of natural resources.
FProtecting key parcels of land car help protect larger sections of resouree areas.

¢ Encourage economic growth and streamline Iand use regulatory measures to encourage
the achievement of the preceding fve visions.

Froviding economic development opportunities 16 existing businesses, seeking new
businesses and enhancing cther activitics such as tourism are important as well as
amending existing land vse reguiations and providing new provisionps that will assist
Accident to achicve this vision in the State Planning Act,

& Address funding mechanisms to achieve the previous policies.,

Appropriating funds, continuing public and private cooperative ventures, sccking
creative finsncing techniques and promoting volunteerism and cooperation are
importani,

THE PIAN

This Plan represents Accident’s commitment to planning for its future. The Plan is visionary,
provides foresight, and i5 practical. It emphasizes community orienfed goals and
recommendations and provides a framework from which they can be carried out. The Plan,
when adopted by the Mayor and Town Council, will represent the official local policy on the
future development and conservation of the Town of Accident.

This Comprehensive Plan includes two major chapters:

L T
Conditions Comprehensive
and Trends |:> Plan

¢ Conditions and Trepds - Natural features, demographics, existing land use, economic
conditions, transportation, community facilities and services and other important topics

are closely examined in this chapter, The findings and conclusions provide the basis for
establishing goals and formulating recommendations in the Comprehensive Plan.

¢ Comprehensive Plan - The Comprehensive Plan contains goals recommendations on land
use, community facilities and services, transportation, mineral resources and sensitive
natural areas. The Plan also describes short and long-term actions to impletnent these
recommendations,

iy



 CONDITIONS
"TRENDS

Thkis chapter expiains how the oxisting physical
characteristics of the Town came about and what social,
economic and physical faclors influence the possibilities for
future developmeat. Elght subjects are discussed following
- a summary of major findings:

# Location and History » Fxisting Land [Tze
& Natural Features & Economy
-® Sensitive Areas ¢ Transportation
# Papulation anpd Housing & Community Facilities
and Services

- The information amd Insiphis paimed fom carefolly
evaluating these subject areas guided the Accident Planning
Comniission ir the development of this Plan,






Town of Accldent Comprehensive Plan

SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS

This section summarizes the significant conditions and trends from stuedying and evalvating cight subject areas.

LOCATION AND HISTORY

Location-Accident is located in the north-
western pertion of Garrets County, the State's
westernmost County.

History--Accident iraces its origin as far back as
the early $700's when Indians often hunted and
spmetimes camped in the area. The Hrst white
men 1o discover the area were aiso huntess and
wappers.  Although it 5 somewhat of a
mysiery, Accident mosi probably received s
name from this time period when two land
specuiaoss Iaid claim o the same act of land
"by accident® James Drane apd his wifc
Prisciifa were the Srst white settlers of the land
circa 1800, The James Dyane House is stilf
slanding and is known as the oldest standing
residence in Gasreti County.

NATURAL FEATURES

Hydrodogy--The Town of Accidert liea at the
center of the Bear Creek Drainage Basin,
Accident i at the headwaiers of Bear Creek
and the Scuth Branch of Bear Creek, both
known for their wild and scenie guallies.

Soils--Soils in and around the Town of Accldest
vary qaite aoticerbly with respect to their
suitability for development. Negrly 75 percent
of the land in the Accident area contains soils
which azre relatively well suiled fo 21l types of
development.

Topography--Accident is situated in a genuly
rofling valley wilth some steep areas east and
west of 1own, Elevations range from a low of
2,265 feet above sea level in the extteme
southern portion of tho Accident planning area,
0 & high of 2,946 feet on George Hill southeast
of Town,

Mineral Resources-<Coaj is the principal
mineral found in the northwestern poriien of
Garrelt County. There are alo scattered
deposits of imestone, sandstone, clays and

ghales In the genersl arsa, Vast natural pas
fields and gas storage wells also cxist beneath
the Town and are currently being developed by
& iarge naturai gas transmission corporation.

e Prime Agricultural Lapds—The Town of
Accideat contains some of the most productive
soils in all of Garreit County. Prime agri-
caltural lands comprise over 1,000 acres in and
around Accident. '

SENSITIVE AREAS

& Sireams and Their Buffers—-Bear Creek, the
South Branch of Bear Creek, their tributarics
and the land adjoining them are valuable and
sensilive resources warranting proiection.

& 100 Year Floodplsins--100-year floodpiaing
exist along both Bear Creek and the southern
branch of Bear Creek

& Habitrte of Rare, Threatened and Frdangered
Specles-Cerlain arcas near Accident provide
desirable habitas for the maintenance,
expansion and long term survival of rare,
threatened and endangersd species.

& Siccp Slopos—-Accidens is located in a rofling
valley surrounded by the hills and ridges of the
Alicgheny Mountzins, Although flhere are
some rugged areas east and west of Accident,
the Town rests on fat to genily sloping terrain,

&  Historic Resonrces-The history of Accident is
loap and rich, reaching back 10 the mid-1700s.
Reminders of this heritage can be [Dund
throughout the scenic farming wvalley from
which Accident bclongs, including historic
homesteads, churches, schonls and a variety of
other siles and structures.

Conditions ard Trerds 1



Town of Accident Comprehensive Plan,

POPULATION AND HOUSING

Population Champe--Accident’s  population
increased 42% between 1980 and 1990 {246
porsons 10 349 parsons), a contrast 1o (he (owns
stegrant growth beforo 1980, Accident's
population will decline to 315 by 1995 and
increase to 3503 by the year 2000 according to
populalion projeciions in Garreil County's
Waier and Sewer Masier Plan.

Age and Gender-Pecple ages 1844 and youth
17 and under are clearly the twe largest age
groups in Accident. While the 113 young adalls
in the first grong represent 319 mose pecple
than in 1930, the 108 youlh rapresents a 77%
prowth rate duaring the {ast decade. ‘The third
largest group with 7¢ persons 65 and over e
1990, prew 557 beiween 1980 and 1993, The
Town of Accident has a growing pefcentage of
females: 52% of the Town’s population ir 1950
and 56% in 1990,

Houscholds—The size of Accidents growing
rumber of kouscholds between 1980 and 1990
{101 to 138} increased from 2.4 persons to 2.5
persons-4 rellection of the increasing number
of younger familics with children.

Income-Accident's median annual household
income of $21,250 in 1990 was sliphtly lower
thanr Garrett County's $22,733 and slmost haif
the amount of Maryland’s income of 339,386,

Housing—Accident had 155 housing units in
1994, 11% of whick were vacant. Single-family
homes have historically been the most common
housing type in Accident. However, between
1980 and 1990 ihe percentape of single homes
decreused from 75% 10 619 and the number
of housing unite in buildings with twe or morc
units increased from 6% t0 20%. The numbar
of owner occupied homes also decreased [rom
B3% 1 67T% during the last decade. The
median valne of an owner-occupied hame in
Accidenl was $64,200 in 1990, compared to
368,200 in Garretl Coanty overall

EXISTING LAND USE

& The Town of Accident can be characterirzed as

a small rural community along a major
transportationroute (LS, Route 2193, Mostof
the developed fapd in Accikdent is residential
except for Main Street where atmost ail of the
Town's commescial areas are  located.
Industrial areas are confined to the Ceniral
Carrett  Indusirisl Park located in the
southeastern portion of the Town., The Muni-
¢ipal Building, a library, the post oilice, a
volunicer lirc company and scnior cilizen
center are the semé-public and public buildings
in Accident.

ECOCNOMY

® The vast majority of Accldent’s residents who

worked in the labor force (71%) in 1990 were
working in the private sector. The
manufacturing sector and the heaith, educalion
and oiher professional services secior were the
two largest empioyment seclors in Accident in
1990, MNearly 75% of Accident's labor force
was emploved i three occupations in 1990

¢t Techhical Sales and Administrative
Support {28%)

i Managerial and Professional (25%)

i1 Operators, Fabricators and Laborars {21%)

TRANSPORTATION

& Major Highways and Local Rogds—The Town

of Accident sits astride the major highway
corridor of LS. 219, The street sysiem was
developed in 2 rectangular "grid” patters with
i158. Route 21% alo known as Main Sireet,
throngh the cenier of Town., The State's
ongoing Highway Meeds Inventory proposes a
bypass around Accident because of the high
volume of iraffic on U.S, 219, ameng ather
FCRASORS.

Public Trarsportstion--The Garrett County
Community Action Commities provides a
vagiety of publc wansporiation services which
are available 1o 1he residents of Accident,

2
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Towe of Accldent Comprebensive Plan

¢ FPasvenger Rail Senvice~While passenper rail * Health Services--The Garrett County Memorisl

service cnded in Garrcit Countly in 1971,
AMTRAK gprovides daily semvice between
Washington D.C. and Comberland.

Freijpht Rail Service-The main lige of the
former B&0QO Rallroad {now CSX) runs west-
ward 10 Parkersburg and crosses Oammstd
County from Bloomington, ibrough Deer Park
and Oakiand 0 Hutton,

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

¢ Warer and Sewerage Sorvives-The Town of

Accidenl has a public water and seworagc
gystem  which serves the wuses within ils
boundaries as well as the Accident Elemenary
&choof and the Central Garrelt Industrial Park.
While the watcr sysicm 5 in good condition

. and has adequate capacity, the sewerage.

system’s capaciy is rclatively Umited and
improvements are underway to eliminate the
use of chlprine and 1o accommodate lasge Nows
of infiliration and inflow into the plant during
periods of heavy rainfall.

Emerpency Marapement-The County Sheriffs
Cffice in Cakland and the Manyland Siate
Police in McHenry provide police protection.
The volunizer fire department located on South
Strest provides [ire proteclion. The Northern
Garrett County Rescus Squad also provides
cmerpency services to the residents of Accidenl

Government Facifities—-The Town of Accideal
owns and maintaing a variety of government
facilities. The current municipal building which
touses the Town Hall and maintenance garage
and a branch of the Ruth Enlow Library are
both located along Accident/Friendsviile Road.
There are currently 20 seres of jand within the
Towit desipnated ns park and recreation areas
inclading Communily Park Easl, Commutiily
Park West and the community fishing pond,
Accident residents aiso have access to the new
Accident Elemeniary Schoo! and the {ormer
clementary school which is now a senior citizen
snd community center.

Hospital in Oakland s the closest significant
health faciiity, The Gamett Counly Heslth
Depaniment, which & located in the hospiai,
provides environmenlal health, mensal health
and nutsing scrvices.

Soci! Services--The Ciarrett County Depart-
menl of Social Services administers a wide
varicty of sociai services for the residents of
Accident as well as Garretl Counly.

Solid Waste Maragement--Trash collection is
handled by a privale collecior who hanls the
maierial to & County landfll

Copditions and Triends 3



Town of Accident Comprehensive Plan

FLOCATION AND HISTORY

Accident is Jocated in the northwestern portion of Garrett County, the State’s western most
County. Situated on U5, Route 219, the community is seven miles south of the intersection
with TLS. Route 40 at Keysers Ridge, and approximately 20 miles north of Oakland, the
tounty seat. The Town is nestied in a rolling valicy long noted for its rich agricultural lands.
It is not surprising, therefore, that farming has had a dominant role in the historical
development of Accident.

REGIONAL LOCATION
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Hunters and trappers were the first white men to discover what is now the' Accident Valley,
iocated on the piateau of the Allegheny Mountains in Maryland’s western uplands. The vale
and surrounding hills in the year 1800 were an area of gigantic growth of virgin timber.
Here was a wilderness of beastifil broad-leaved trees and hemiocks. Under the thick
growth of kardwoods and evergreens were the lush bushes of flowering rhododendrons and
many species of ferns, The valley is drained by little streams flowing from its southern part
into South Bear Creek and from its northermn part into the mainstream of Bear Creek.!

The Indians hunted here, camped here, and passed through, but never chose the site o
build a vililage. There was one barely passable "road” known us Seneca Trail, a few other
Indian trails used for foot travel and pack horses, and a small house that probably was built
by the Lamars sometime before 1798,

1. Source: Flowery Vale, Mary Miller Strauss, 1986

4 Corditionsand Trends




Town of Accldent Comprehensive Plag

How did this spot gei the name "Accident? To this very day it remains somewhat of a
mystery. There are numerous stories advocating the name’s origin, but the following is
probably the most nearly correct story of the "accident.” At least it checks with the land

records.

In 1774 Lord Baitimore, Proprietor of the Maryland Colony, opened his fands "westward of
Fort Cumberiand” for settlement and among the speculators who hastened to Western
Maryland with their surveyors to secure choice tracts of iand were Brooke Beall and William
Deakins, Jr.,, both of Prince George’s County. William: Deakins and his brother Francis had
warrants for several tracts, and on April 14, 1774, they surveyed a fine tract of 682 acres
between the branches of Bear Creek, including an old indian camp ground on the trail to
Braddocks Road. But when the survey was completed, Brooke Beall and his party appeared
on the scene, and Beall claimed that he had selected the same tract for his survey, calling
attention to his ax marks on the trees to prove his claim. Deakins replied that it appeared
that they had selected the same land "by accident" Since he and Beall were friends and
land was abundant, ke proposed that Beail take over the survey already made. To this Beal
agreed, although his warrant called for 778 acres. John Hanson, Jr., Deputy County
Surveyor, made out the survey to Beall, and the named the tract *Accident.”

The following August, Brooke Beali assigned his warrant and survey of Accident to William
Deakins, Jr., who secured the patent of the land from the staie in 1786, Deakins sold
Accident to Captain David Lynn of Cumberland. It was later included in a re-survey called
"Flowery Vale,” 970 acres sold by Captain Lynn to Colonel William Lamar, who appears to
have begun to clear the land prior to 1798 when he was charged with Accident, and assessed
there with 19 cattle and other property. Colonel Lamar settled his sister, Priscilla, wife of
James Drane of Prince George’s County, their family, and slaves in Accident about the year
180D or soon thereafter, The Dranes were the first permanent settlers at Accident, Their
frontier home is just east of the Town limits, the oidest standing residence in Garrett County.
The residence and about three fourth acre of Iand has been purchased by the Mayor and
Town Couancil of Accident.  With the help of contributions and granis, the Town of
Accident is restoring the Drane House. The house was entered on the National Register
of Historic Places or January 11, 1985.

By 1830, many European immigrants, particularly from Germany, had settled in the area,
These people could well claim to be the founders of Accident, since they were the most
influential in shaping the community. They created an agricultural village surrounded by
relatively smail "family farms." In the early nineteenth century, this represented a sharp
breask from the traditional Engiish manor or large “plantation farm" whick especially
prospered in the South. In recent years, Accident has been one of the leading areas of the
State of Maryland in terms of agricultural productivity. The Town, itself, is basically a
residential community with some commercizl and industrial development.

Condfticns asd Trends 5



Town of Accident Comprehensive Plan

NATURAL FEATURES

This section describes natural features in Accident. This includes climate, hydrology, soils,
topopraphy, mineral resources and prime agricultural lands. These unique natural areas are
the foundation of Accident’s rich naturai heritage..a heritage that has significantly
contributed to the quality of life in Accident. Conserving these unique patural areas is an
important chiective of this Comprehensive Plan.

Climate

The climate of Accident is basically the same as that for the rest of Garrett County, Iis
relatively high elevation and interior continental location combine io produce both the
preatest mean annual precipitation (47") and the lowest mean annual temperatures {47.9°F)
in the state.

Generally, the ares receives approximately 82 inches of snowfzl! per year and experiences
between 150 and 160 rainy days each year. Overall precipitation is 46-48 inches, about 6
inches more than the eastern portion of the County receives (east of Backbone Mountain
and Big Savage Mountain), Heaviest rainfall occurs in midsummer, with autumn and early
winter being the driest seasons.

West and northwest winds are dominant in Garrett County throughout the year, Most of
the County experiences 150 days annualiy with below-freezing temperatures. Average winter
temperature is 28 degrees and average July temperature is 66 degrees. The Garrett County
growing season averages 122 days,

Hydrology

The Town of Accident lies at the center of the Bear Creek Drainage Basin, There Is little
ar no surface water in the area, since Accident is at the headwaters of two small sireams,
Bear Creek and the South Branch of Bear Creek. The South Branch of Bear Creek is
known for its scenic and natural qualities and shows possibility for being designated a State
Seenic River. Bear Creek, which is located north of Accident is also very wild and scenic.
The Maryland Department of Natural Resourees maintains a fish hatchery along Bear creek
just norih of Accident. Both of these streams empty into the Youghiogheny River at
Friendsville, abount seven miles west of Accident. Other smaller tributaries of Bear Creek
flow in and arcund the Town of Accident.

Uslike most other towns in Garrett County, residents of Accident rely on groundwater
resources for their water supply. The Pocono, Hampshire and Jennings Geologic formations
which underlie Accident and its surrounding areas are important water bearing formations.
Their steeply dipping sandstone and shale beds have many fraciures and openings which are
ideal conditions for storing water. These geologic formations are a source of water faor hoth
the Town of Accident and the rural areas surrounding the Town,
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Soils

Soils in the vicinity of Accident vary quite noticeably with respect to their suitability for
development, Some soils possess characteristics which make them adaptable to both farming
and construction, whereas other soils are really not suiteble for either. These soil
characteristics stem from two factors, the quality of the soils themselves and the degree of
slope. Soil quality from a development viewpoint relates to the suitability of a particular soil
for such uses as septic tank instaflation, highway and building construction and the installa-
tion of underground utilities. Scils which are well suited to physical development are
rormaily ideal agriculiural soils, end conversely, poor developmental soils are usually not
suited for agriculture. The slope factor, of course, is refated to the topography. The greater
the depree of slope, the more such considerations as drainage, erosion, and access become

developmental obstacles.

The Soil Conservation Service of the US. Department of Agriculture completed a soil
survey for Garrett County in 1974. Information in that survey has been utilized to develop
the soil data contained in this report for the Accident area. See accompanying Land
Development Potential map whichk graphically depicts this soil data.

Twenty (20) separate soils in the Accident area have been grouped.into four categories
according to their developmenial characteristics. The first category, labeled "excellent,”
contains soils thoroughly suitable for septic fanks and construction, and are classified as
"prime® agricultural land. These areas offer the best sites for physical development while
requiring the least in terms of site improvements, such as sewerage and drainage facilities,
to accommodate this development.

The second category, "average,” is composed of soils which are somewhat less suitable for
septic tank installation, but are completely adequate for construction and farming. Where
slopes are not a detrimental factor, areas containing these soils have a high development
potential, bt sewerage should be installed where possible. In areas where sewerage is not
feasible, development should be limited to low-density residential construction.

The third category, "limited,” is made up of soils whose suitability for septic tank installaiion
is doubtful at best. However, these soils are adequate for most types of constraction and
are also fairly adaptable fo agricultural use. Where slopes do not prohibit building, these
soils have a limited or questionable development potential Sewerage should be a
prerequisite in these areas for all but the lowest density development. In areas where
sewerage is not feasible, development should be discouraged.

The final category, "poor,” contains soils which are not snitable for septic tank installation
and, without appropriate compaction and drainage, are not adaptable to construction of any
kind. Furthermore, these soils in their natural state are not even suitable for farming. Areas
containing these soiis in the undeveloped sections well removed from the existing built-up
area of Accident have no real development potential and should be reserved as permanent
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open space. No construction shounid be permitted in these areas. In locations containing
these soils within or close to the bailt-up area of Town, sewerage ard where necessary,
compaction should be development prezequisites.

The foilowing Tabie indicates the individual soif types, by number, included in each develop-
ment category, and the appropriate acreage of each category, measured as a percentage of
the total planning area, Appendix A provides a complete description of soii characteristics
in the Accident Area,

Soff Catzpory

Category One (excelient) 12, 33 agpd 163

| Category Two (average) 20, 30 and 331
Category Three (limited) 21 and 11D

Category Four (poor) 15, i7, 45, 54, 56, 57, 86, 111, 131, 157,
166 and 407

* - See Appendix A

1t is interesting to note from the above chart that nearly seventy-five (75%} percent of the
land in the Accident area contains soils whick are relatively well suited to all types of
development. The highest concentration of "Category Four" {poor) scils is found int the
built-up area of Town, where sewerage is currently provided. Since most of the land
immediately surrounding this built-up area contains "Category One and Two" soils, Accident
is in an excellent position for future growth in terms of soil quality.

0 raph

Accident is situated in a gently rofling valley with some steep areas east and west of Town.
The land immediately west of Town presents the biggest probiem from a development
standpoint, aithough the siopes are not so steep as to preciude all types of construction.
Special attention wili have to be giver to drainage in this area. Topography should not be
a limiting developmental factor immediately east of Accident, since most of the ground is
gither level or moderately hilly. Further sast, however, development is precluded by very
steep mountaincus terrain. Elevations ranpe from a fow of about 2,265 feet above sea level
in the extreme southern portion of the Accident area, to a high of 2,946 feet on George Hill
southeast of Town., The elevation in the center of Accident is approximately 2,390 feet
above sea level.
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Min Gurees

Cual is the principal mineral found in the northwestern portion of Garrett County. Vast
quantities of this mineral are deposited along the entire Youghiogheny River Basin
immediately west of Accident. There are also scattered deposits of limestone, sandstone,
clays and shales in the general area. Beneath the Town of Accident, there are vast natural
gas fields and gas storape wells which are currently being developed by a large natural gas
transmission corporation. With the exception of natural gas resources, it is most uniikely
that minerals found near the Town of Accident will have a significant impact on the future
development of the community,

Prime Agricultural ands

The United States Department of Agriculture, Soit Conservation Service defines Prime
Agricultural Land as land that has the best combination of physical and chemical
characteristics for producing foed, forape, Sber and oil seed crops and is also avaiiable for
these uses (the land could be cropland, pastureland, rangeland, forest land or other land, but
not urban buiit up fand}. It has the soif quality, growing season, and moisture supply needed
to economically produce sustained high yields of crops when treated and managed, including
waler management, according to acceptable farming methods. In peneral, prime farmlands
have an adequate and dependabie water supply from precipitation or irrigation, a favorable
temperature and growing season, acceptable acidity and alkalinity, acceptable salt and
sodinm centent and few or no rocks,

The land in and arcund the Town of Accident has some of the most productive sails in all
of Garrett County. Prime agricaltural land comprises over 1,600 acres in Accident and its
vicimity (within 1-mile distance of Accident), Although much of the 120 acres of prime
agricultural Jand that exists within the Town limsits is aiready developed, some of it inn the
northeastern portion of the Town is being farmed. Virtually all of the prime agricuitural
land outside Accident (approximately 900 acres) is being farmed.

SENSITIVE AREAS

The Maryiand Economic Growth, Resource Protection and Planning Act of 1992 identifies
models and guidelines for the protection of four specific natural resource sensitive areas.
The intent of the act i to includefuse these models and guidelines in the preparation of
county and municipal Comprehensive Plans. The four types of sensitive areas are:

Streams and their buffers

1400 - year fioodplains

Habitats of rare, threatened and endangered species
Steep siopes

10 Cooditions and Trends
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In addition to protecting these sensitive areas, local jurisdictions may choose to protect other
types of sensitive areas inciuding naturat and cultural resources such as scemnic vistas, historic
properties and archeological sites. The sections that foilow describe sensitive areas in and
arcund the Town of Accident. The map depicting these areas is shown on the following

page.
Streams and Their Buffers

Bear Creek, the Soutk Branch of Bear Creek and its many tributaries flow in ard around
the Accident Area. These waterways and the land adjoining them are valuable and sensitive
rescurces. Although they are not used as a source of drinking water, they are a source of
recreation and a vital habitat for aguatic and plant communities and wiidlife in the area.

BEqually important to protecting the waterways is to protect their associated bulfer areas,
Stream buffers are the blanket of vegetation along the stream banks which heip to shield the
bank against erosion and collapse. Vegetative stream buffers can function to protect the
biological and hydrological integrity of streams by protecting water quality, reducing peak
storm discharges and providing valuable riparian habitats that can serve as greenway
corridors for wildlife movement and migration. The Savage River State Park which protects
a small area along Bear Creek from development, essentiaily serves as the only stream
buffer in the Accident area. However, the steep siopes along Bear Creek, the Southern
Branch of Bear Creek and their tributaries have deterred development, thereby protecting
the streams anrd their buffers.

100-Year Ficodpiains

106 year floodplains which are subject to catastrophic flooding and the potential for loss of
life and property often support important natural resources such as wetiands and riparian
forests--resources which provide vital habitats, protect water quality and reduce flooding.
Floodplains are also marvelous, natural open space areas for recreation and scenic beauty
which, when linked and managed properly, cag create greenway corridors which provide the
same benefits as stream buffers. 100-year floodplains exist along both Bear Creek and the
Scuthern Branch of Bear Creek

Garrett County has adopied, with slight modifications, the Staie’s model ordinarce for
floodplain protection. Hence this element of the Maryland Economic Growth , Resonree
Protection and Planning Act has slready been met.

Habitats of rare, threatened and endangered specics are unique natural areas that have
certain physical and biological characteristics which are essential to the long term survival
of rare, threatened or endangered species. Habitats may include but are not limited {o
breeding, feeding, resting, migratory, or overwintering areas. The physical or biclogical

Coaditions agd Trends i1
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characteristics that make these places so urique may inciude soil characteristics, water
quality, vegetation as well as geclogic and climate characteristics. These habitats may need
special management or protection because of their importance to the conservation of rare,
threatened or endangered species. The Maryland Natural Heritage Program is responsibie
for monitoring and documenting the weli-being of rare, threatened and endangered species.
No sites of rare, threatened or endangered species exist within or near to the Town of
Accident according to State and Federal inventories,

Steep Slopes

Steep slopes are inherently unsiable natural land forms. When disturbed, they are highly
susceptible to accelerated soil erosion--a characteristic that underscores the impostance of
protecting these slopes. The sediment from erosion can be destructive: i can degrade the
water quality, stream flow and the width of a stream channel. This is especiaily true when
steep slopes are disturbed next ta streams. Even the water quality of distant lakes and the
storage capacity at reservoirs can be adversely affected.

Steep slopes that have trees and cther vegetation are especially important to protect since
this vegetation will typically minimize erosion. Experience proves that once removed from
steep slopes, irees are ofien difficult to re-establish. Building on/disturbing steep slopes has
other drawbacks: they are more costly to build on than flatier lands and they are typically
unsuitable for septic systems because of their shallow soils. Maryland regulations prohibit
septic systems on slopes greater than 23%.

Accident is located in a rolling valley surroended by the hills and ridges of the Allegheny
Mounfains, Although there are some rugped areas east and west of Accident, the Town
rests cn flat to gently sloping terrain.

Oti

Historic Resources-The history of Accident is longr and rich reaching back to the mid-1700s,
Reminders of this heritage can be found throughont the scenic farming valley from which
Accident belongs including historic komesteads, churches, schoois, and a variety of other
sites and structures. The Drane House is the oidest known structure in Garrett County and
is one of the very few original frontier piantation homes remaining in Maryland’s tableland.
The restored Drane House was recently dedicated and will be a very interesting tourist
attraction. Stone markers in the Zion Cemetery and St. Pauis Cemetery mark the existence
of two of the earliest frame structures used by the Lutheran congregation for church
services. The 73 year old vellow brick school house in the center of Accident has been
remodeled and is now being used as the Flowervale Senior Center and Valley View
Apartments, Finally, the historic Kaeses Mill still stands along Bear Creck-Fish Haichery
Road, appearing much as it did when constructed in 1868,
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These important pieces of the past help to define what is uniquely the Town of Accident
providing windows through which its residents can see the lifestyles and cultures of days gone
by. The locations of these historical structures and others are noted on the Sensitive Areas
Map. Only some of these sites are ocated within the Town fimits of Accident.

POPULATION AND HOUSING

Understanding Accident’s population and housing characteristics and how they have changed
over time will determine planning and zoning poficies to help guide the Town's growih.
These characteristics include total population, age and gender, the number and size of
hopseholds, income and the type, value and concentration of housing.

Populati

The Town of Accident is the smallest, yet fastest growing municipality in Garrett County.
The total population in Accident has grown from 246 persons in 1980 to 349 persons in
1990...a 42% increase in population over the past decade. Accident is expected to continue
to grow through the turn of the century.

While Accident’s population has experienced great increases over the past decade,
population growth for Accident prior to the 1980°s has been less than dynamic, Since 1940,
Accident’s population has experienced smal increases and decreases. Iis popalation
remained unchanged between 1960 and 1970 as shown in Table IE

TANLED
POPULATION TRENDS 1940-1990
ACCIDENT & GARRETT COUNTY

Total — PERCENT CHANGE
Acciient

Population
234
242
237
237
246
349

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS
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Future i0

One of the necessary and challenging tasks of planning is estimating the number of people
who will live in & community in the future. New residents create a need for additional
homes and services such as schools, roads, water and sewer lines, parks and other facilities.

Accident's population of 349 in 1990 wifl decline to 315 persons by 1995 and increase by
11% to 350 persons by the year 2000 according to a populaticn projection in Garrett
County’s most recent Water and Sewer Master Plan {(see Chart I).

Population growth for Garrett County is expected to continue to increase for pood reasons.
The completion of Interstate 68 through the northern part of the County wili undoubtediy
continue to spur new growth as will the new economic development opportunities from a
growing visitor industry and from the development of new industrial areas, such as the
Northern Garrett Industrial Park. The completion of waier and sewage facilities and other
planned infrastructure improvements will also stimulate growth and population increase,

| CHART
POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS 1940-2000
ACCIDENT, MARYLAND

PERSONS
360

340

S20

300

280

260

240 | e —

1540 1950 1860 1970 1980 1958 2000
YEARS

ACTUAL  —— FROJECTED & = =

SOURCE: L. 8, Census and Garrett County Water and Sewer Master Plan, 1992,
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Age and Gender

Information on age is provided for four age proups: children and youth {ages 0-17), young
adults (ages 18-44), middle-aged adults {ages 45-64} and elderly {ages 65+). Chart II
compares the 1980 and 199G popuiations for each age group.

Every age group increased in popuiation between 1980 and 1990. Young adults represented
the largest age pgroup during both those time periods (35% of the total population in 1980
and 32% in 1998), followed by children and youth {25% of the total population in 1980 and
31% in 1990). In addition, childrer and youth were the fastest growing age group in
Accident beiween 1980 and 1990 increasing its popuiation by 77%. The elderiy increased
their population by 39% between 1980 and 1990...the second fastest growing age group.

CHART 11
AGE COMPOSITIONS 1980 & 1990
ACCIDENT, MARYLAND

A
RN \;
N N
65+
1980 44
1990 70

SOURCE: US, Censns

More females lived in the Town of Accident than males in bothk 198G and 1990 according
to the ULS Census. Females represented a higher proportion of the popuiation in both years
from 129 females (52% of the population) and 117 males (48%) in 1980 to 195 females
(56%) and 154 males (44%) in 1950.
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Households

The total number of households in Accident increased between 198G and 1990 from 101
househalds in 1980 to 138 households in 1990...a 37% increase. This is understandable when
considering that the total population increased by 42% during that time period. Accident’s
household size increased from 2,44 persons per household in 1980 to 2,53 persons per
heusehold in 1990, This indicates an increase in families with school age children which is
ajso reflected in the increase of a large number of children and youth (77% of the
popalaticn) during that same time period.

The 138 households that lived ir Accident in 1990 were comprised of 94 family households
and 44 non-family households {e.g. single person households or households with onrelated
persons living together}, Of the family households, 73 were married couple families, 15 were
famities with female heads of the household and 6 were families witk male heads of the
household.

Income

This section discusses income for 1989 and 1979, since the U.S. Census reports income
statistics for the year previous to the actual census.

According to the 1990 U.S. Census, Accident had an annual median household income of
$21,250 in 1989...slightly lower than Garrett County’s $22,733 and almost half of Masyland’s
$39,386, Accident’s annval average per-capita income of $9,655 in 1989 was also lower than
the County's $10,124 and considerably lower than Maryland's $17,730. Accident’s income
levels have alsc not risen as rapidly as the rest of Garrett County amdl Maryland, While
Garrett County and Maryland's median household income increased by 74% and 94%
respectively between 1979 and 1989, Accident’s rmedian househoid income increased by only
19% during that decade.

In addition to knowing the income levels of a community, it is egually important to
understand the way in which the comanunity receives its income. Table 11 not oniy shows
this information bat indicates what perceniage of the population falls below the poverty
ievel,

Only 64% of the households in Accident had wage and salary incomes compared to 72% in
Garzrett County and 83% in Maryiand. However, consistent with the relatively high
proportion of elderly living in Accident (20% of the total population), 35% of the
househoids received social security income and 22% received retirement income...a higher
percentage than the rest of Garrett County and Maryland.
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TAEBLE III

SELECTED 1989 INCOME DATA
ACCIDENT, GARRETT COUNTY AND MARYLAND

IEen Accident Gargtt Cognly Marygtand

& of Houzehalds with 6356 722 2.6
Wage and Salary Income

%5 of Households with 349 . 222

Socizal Security Iacome

%5 of Househokis with
Retirement Income

% of Househokds with
Pablle Assistance Incomse

| % of Papalation Below

SOYTRCE: 118, CENSUS

Although the percentage of persans that fell below the poverty level in Accident is nearly
the same as Garrett County (virtually 14%), only eight percent of the population State-wide
fell below the poverty level. Seven percent of the households in Accident received public
assistance income as compared to eight percent in Garrett County and six percent in
Marylard,

Housing

Table IV on the following pape compares selected housing characteristics for Accident,
Garrett County and Maryland, These housing characteristics include total housing units,
occapancy and tenare, housing type, median value and housing conditions. In addition to
comparing Accident with Garrett County and Maryland, the table also shows the trend in
housing for Accident by providing housing information for 1980 as weli as 1990. The
following paragraphs summarize Tabie IV,

Housing Units-Accident had 41 more housing urits in 1990 {155) thaa it did in 1980,

Cccupancy and Tenure—-The percentage of owner occupied housing units decreased from
83% of Accident’s housing in 1980 to 67% in 1990. ‘This primarily reficcts the new 20
multi-family urits added to the town’s housing stock during the past decade.
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A consistent percentage (11%) of the dwelling units in Accident were vacant in 1980 and
1990: or 8.6% when exciuding the four seasonal vnits. This compares to Maryland’s 8%
housing vacancy rate {5.4% when excluding the seasonal units) and Garrett County’s
inordinately high 28% total housing vacaney rate which drops dramaticatly to 9% when the
3,022 vacant seasonal units are excluded from the total vacant units,

TABLE IV .
SELECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 1980 & 1990

—Accident Oamctt County
1980 199G 1950

1930

114 155 14,119 1,891,917

. Oceupied Unis (%) 10t {89%) 138 {89%) 10,110 (72%) 1,748,991 (92%)
» Gwaer Oceupied (%) B4 {83%) 93 (67%) 7,998 (T9%) 1,137,296 (65%)
® Renter Occupied {%) 17 {17%) 45 {33%) 2,112 (21%) 611,695 (35%)

Vacant Thiits (%) 13 {1145 17 {1153 4,009 (28%) 142026 (8%}
» For Seaszonal, NA 4 34512 42 368
Recreatipnaal or
Dceasipnal Use

Linlis In Struclure

# of Single Famifly Undt 95 {61%) 16,831 (T7%R) 1,232.744 (7T1R%)
Structores {5 _

# of Units in 2 to 9 Thnit 19 {7%) TO4 (3%) 208,015 {11%)
Struclures {%)

# of Undis io 10 or More 20 (13%) 184 (19%) 204,964 [167%)
Unit Siructurea (%)

# of Moblie Home & Olher 30 (19%) 2400 {17%) 54,194 (3%

Ovwner Occupied Unit 554,200 560,200 $116,500
Renter Ocoopied Lrait 3225 $130 7

| Housing Conditions
%6 of Urils Without 0% 3% Less Than 1%
Complete Plumhbing

NA - Not Availabie
SO1IIRCE: 113, Cepsus

* - This vacancy rate is 9% when the 3022 vacant seasonzl vnits are excivded from 1he lotal vacani units.
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Units in Structure—Single family homes were the most common housing type in 1980 (75%
of all housing units). While single family homes remained the most common housing type
in 19%0 {61% of ali housing units), 20 units in multi-family compiexes of ten or more units
were added by 1990 representing a larger percentage of the housing in Accident (13% of
all housiag units). The distribution of units in multi-family complexes {from two to nine
units) and mobile homes remained virtually the same between 198G and 1950

Median Value--The median value of an owner occupied home in Accident was $64,200 in
1990, compared to $60,200 in Garrett County overall. The median monthly rental cost in
1990 was $225 compared to $230 a month county-wide. The cost of owner occupied housing
elsewhere in Maryland was nearly twice the cost of a home in Accident in 199G, Monihly
rents were also higher: over twice as much for the Town of Accident.

Housing Conditions--One of the most common ways of identifying substandard housing
conditions is to identify the percentage of homes lacking complete plumbing facilities.
According to the 1990 US Census, virtually all homes in Accident had plumbing facilities
compared to the 2% of homes in Accident in 1980 that were without complete plumbing
facilities, Over 2% of Garrett County’s homes and less than 1% of Maryland’s homes lacked
compleie plumbing facilities in 1950,

EXISTING LAND USE

Tovwn of Accident can be characterized as a small rural community developed along a major
transportation route. ULS, Route 219, which passes through the center of Town linking
Accident with the National Freeway and Deep Creek Lake, has significantly influenced the
development of Accident. While development has been confined to a narrow strip along
U5 Route 219 in the past, it is beginning to spread east and west. The Maryland State
Highway Administration has documented in its highway needs inventory the need to
construct a bypass which would re-route U.S. Route 219 around ihe Town. The undertaking
will materially affect the future development pattern of the Accident area, including the
pattern of local highway access.

Most of the developed land in Accident is residential and is used mainly for single-family
homes (see Existing Land Use--1995 Map); some muiti-family units and mobile homes are
also located throughout the Town. Most of the sinpgle-family development surrounds the
ceniral businiess areas on the north, east, and west sides. Residential development outside
the Town limits consists of scattered homes and farm houses along U.S Route 219 and along
the several County rouds leading out of Accident.

Commercial areas within Accident exist almost exclusively along Main Strect. Many of these
commercial areas such as a service station, a restaurant, auto dealer and a branch bank
provide for highway oriented uses. However, other retail establishments in Accident
provide for a full range of goods and services for the local residents including a bridal shop,
laundromat, market, hardware store, lumber company and some professional offices.
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Industriai activity has increased over the past 20 years since Accident’s first comprehensive
plan was adopted in 1971 The Central Garrett Industrial Park, which is located in the
southeastern portion of Town just off Main Street, was initiated in 1976 and is stiti being
developed. Presently, two manufacturing companies are operating in the park: Garrett
Container Systems and Phenix Technologies. Much of the land to the east of these
companies is undeveloped and zoned for industriaf use,

Semi-public and public buildings in Accident include the Accident Municipal Building and
a branch of the Ruth Enlow Library which are both located alang North Street in the middie
of Town, The post office, Accident Volunteer Fire Department and the Senior Citizen
Community Center are all Jocated zlong South Street.

ECONOMY

The vast majority of Accident’s residents who worked in the labor foree (71%) were working
in the private sector in 1990; 19% worked in the public sector and the remaining 10% were
seif employed. Of the 25 public sector workers, 17 were local government workers, six were
state government workers and two were federal government workers.

Manufaeturing and the health, education and other professional services were the two largest
business sectors employing Accident’s residents in 1990, This is not surprising when
considering the close proximity of the Central Garrett Industria! Park and three schools:
Accident Elementary, Northern Middle and Northern High schools, The accompanying chart
shows the distribution of businesses and other employment sectors that employed Accident’s
residents in 1990,

The major manufacturing employers inside the Town of Accident are Phenix Technologies,
Greater MD Tool and Manufacturing, Master Casting and Garrett Container Systems.
Other significant employers within the town are Texas Eastern and G&W Lumber,

In addition to the major manufacturing employers within Accident that provide employment
opportunities, the following major employers outside of Accident aiso provide employment
for area residents:

® Flushing Shirt Manufactering Company Hurbison Walker Refractories
¢ Beitzel Corporation L] Yoders Inc.

Technical sales and administrative support jobs represented the largest occupation among
Accident’s employed civilian labor force (28% of the labor force) followed by managerial
and professional jobs (25%) and cperators, fabricators and laborer jobs {21%). Collectively,
these occupations employed three quariers of Accident’s labor force in 1990,
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CHART Il
EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS - 1990
ACCIDENT, MARYLAND
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SOURCE: U.S. Census

TRANSPFORTATION

Transportation refers to the movement of people and goods through and within an area,
A transportation system provides a framework which ties together and supports a wide
variety of land vses and community activities. This section describes the major highways and
Iocai roads affecting Accident. It also describes the many other forms of transportation that
are provided throughout Garrett County and used by the Accident residents.

Major Highways and Locai Roads

The Town of Accident sits astride the major highway corridor of 11,8, 219. The street system
was deveioped in a rectanguiar "grid" pattern with U.S. Route 219, aiso known as Main
Street, through the center of Town, Severe topography west of Town acts as a barrier fo
farther construction of streets beyond North Avenue. MD 52 crosses Accident in an east-
west direction intersecting U.S. 219 at Friend and Main Streets.

The Maryland State Highway Administration {SHA) has identified a need to construct a by-
pass arpund Accident. The proposal, which was originaliy suggested in the late 19607, is still
appropriate taday since 1LS. 219 has such a high volume of traffic (especially during the
summer months). LU.S. 219 through Accident also has several horizontal and vertical corves,
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several entrances and high pedestrian activity, ali of which limit smooth traffic flow and
create a potentially hazardous situation. SHA is presently considering two alternatives for
by-passing Accident which would involve re-routing 1.5, 219 to either the east or to the west
of the Town.

ublic Transportatio

The Garrett County Commanity Action Commiitee, 2 non-profit organization, provides a
unique public transportation service to the residents of Accident as well as Garrett County.
This service is provided through the Garrett Transit Service (GTS} which operates 25
vehicles {primarily vans). GTS currently offers four types of transportation services:

general public transportation

transportation for senior citizens and disabled persons.
medical transporiation for Medicaid recipients

group charter trips

GTS provides approximately 300 rides each weekday as part of its "People Mover Program®
which begar in Iate 1993.  People who want to use this program call several days in
advance to arrange a time to be picked ap and taken to and from that person’s destination;
requests for immediate transportation can sometimes be met. The cost of a public transit
trip is based on the destination. The base rate is $1.50 one-way for a trip of approximately
15 miles or less. Each additional 15 miles costs $1.00. Senior citizens, disabled persons and
children under 12 years of age receive a $0.50 reduction from the regular fare. Medicaid
recipients travel free of charge if their trip jis for medical purposes.

The service carries senior citizens to special events outside the County. It also provides out-
of-County transportation for Medicaid recipients who must travel io get medical care.
Charter trips are made on = contract basis.

Fassenper Raii Service

Passenger rait service in Guarrett County ended in September 1981 when AMTRAK
discontinued the "Shenandoah” which ran between Washington, D.C. and Cincinnati. This
irain had provided daily service with a stop at Oakland, Currently, in 1995, the closest
passenger rail service available to Garrett County is a daily Amirak train that stops at
Cumberiand. It runs east to Washington, D.C. and west to Pittsburgh and Chicago.

The possibilities of weekend and/or seasconal recreation-oriented passenger runs have always
been an enthusiastic topic of conversation among many persons, However, only one such
{rain has been operated. A ski train from Baltimore and Washington, D.C. 10 Oakland ran
one winter weekend in 1992 (February 28 - March 1, 1992),
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Frei Rail Service

The CSX mainkine between Cumberland and Grafton, West Virginia crosses Garrett County
fram Bloomington through Deer Park, Mountain Lake Park and Oakland to Hutton. This
line which is heavily travelled by through freight trains, also accommodates local freight
traffic serving several industrial and commercial facilities in the County.

A second CSX mainline connects with the Cumsberiand to Grafton mainline near Loke. It
runs southwestward into the West Virginia coal territory passing through Garreit County
along the North Branch of the Potomac River. Through freight service on this line averages
one round trip daily, with local service as necessary to the mines in that area. Currently
Mettiki Coal Mine is the only business in Garrett County that is provided freight service
from this line. See accompanying map which llustrates the location of these two freight

lines through Garreit County.

FREIGHT RAIL SERVICE IN WESTERN MARYLAND

FE T o

Cne public airport is located in the County: The Garrett County Airport on 200 acres of
land that the County owns off Bumble Bee Road northeast of McHenry. While the airport
is County-owned, it is operated on a contractnal basis with & base operator. This resident
operator can arrangs for private charter Sights to and from the airpori. Although scheduled
commercial airlines do not currently serve the Garrett County Airport, U.S. Air Express does
serve the Cumberfand Regional Airport and the Morgantown Airport from the Pittsburgh

International Airport.
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Originally, the Gasrett County Airport was constructed to encourage public use of the
recreation resources in the Deep Creek Lake Area. Today, however, the airport assumes
a larger role as the County’s economy cortinues to grow, The airpori currenily has the
following facilities:

& One 3,000 runway, a 300° long taxdway and a 250° by 200" apron area

® One County-owned four-unit T-hanger and three corporate hangers which can also
accommodate four aircrafis

® 18 aircraft positions in the tie-down area

& An administration building which serves as a combination waiting area and living quariers
and office for the {ixed base operator

The 1981 Garrett County Airport Master Plan has guided the development of the airport,
including the installation of equipment that allows pilots to use instruments that heip them
land and take-off from the airport. A number of improvements are desirabie at the airport
io accommodate a siow but steady increase in air traffic and to handle larger corporate
aircrafi. Replacing the T-hanger with a larger and more modern facility(ies) and improving
road access within the airport are examples of needed improvements. However, perhaps
no other improvement is as important as gradually lengthening the runway from 3,000 to
its planned length of 4,300°

The following corrent and long range considerations point to the importance of making
gradual improvements to the Garreit County Airport:

* Automebile access to the airport is enhanced with the ULS, 219 interchange on I-68 only
11 road miles north of the airport, Access wounld also be enhanced when Route 219 is
eventuaily upgraded to four lanes between the Deep Creck Lake Area and Ouldand, 15
miles south of the airport

# Developable land exists nearby for industries and other businesses that may be attracted
by the availability of an airport, particuiarly land in the McHenry and Accident areas and
along the National Freeway corridor.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

Residents of Accident are provided with a variety of community-criented facilities and
services eiiher through Garrett Counly or Accident itself, These include:

& public water and sewer;

* police, fire and rescue;

e government facilities such as municipal buildings, parks and
other recreation areas; and

# health and social services.
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In addition, the Town also maintains interest in Garrett County School District decisions
affecting educational services to the Town’s residents.

Water Supply

The Town of Accident has had a water system since 1976. It serves all structures within
Accident as welf as the Accident Elementary Schoof and the Central Garrett Industrial Park

outside the town.

The Accident waier system consists of 14,000" of 6", 8" and 10" water mains, two wells and
pumping stations with a production capacity of some 168,000 pallons per day. The sysiem
also has a 265,000 gallon capacity pround storage reservoir tank {the system’s design
population is 500... about 150 more people than existed in the town in 1950).

The Town of Accident extended its water lines outside the town to serve two important
facilities in the 1980’s:

# In 1982 when the Accident Blementary School was built along the Accident-Bittinger
Road just outside the Town boundaries, a water line was extended about 600 to

service this facility.

& In 1987, a 2,000, eight-inch water line was extended to provide water service to the
Central Garrett Industrial! Park from the Town of Accident,

CWErRge

Accident’s public sewerage system. like its water system, has been operational since 1976.
The Town has recently completed a major inflow/infiltzation program, which eliminated
significant amounts of extraneous water from the collector system. four additional line
segments will be replaced in the spring of 1996 utilizing a "shiplining’ process. These repairs
represent a $150,000.00 investment in the Town'’s infrastructure systen.

Improvements to the sewerage treatment plant are aiso scheduled in 1993, This project wiil
help reduce the hydraulic overloading at the plant. Upor completion of these activities, the
Town expects the sewer moratorium o be lifted or at least modified, depending on the
success of the collector systemn improvements and the new control system at the treatment
plant.
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Emergency Management

Pulice Protection--Accident relies on the County Sheriff’s Office and the Maryland State
Poiice in Gakland for paolice protection. The Maryland State Police has 32 officers assigned
to Barrack “W" at McHenry. The State Police are mainly responsible for traffic patroliing
throughout the County.

The Sheriffs Office in Oakland has a full-time staff of 28 inciuding 15 deputies , 10
conventional officers, two civilians and a sheriff; the Maryland Police Training Commission
ceriifies all officers. Included are two criminal investigators, one drug investigator and one
crime prevention officer. The Sheriff’s Office handles ali police matters except traffic.
Besides dealing with prisoners, civil processes and crime investigation, the office receives fire
calls for the Oakland, Deer Park and Deep Creek fire companies, is linked with burgiar
alarm systems for banks and stores, and answers evening and night calis for the Qakland
Police Department.

The County Jail in Oakland has a capacity of 44 prisoners. Since the jail is overcrowded at
times, plans are underway to expand the jeil

While these two sources of police protection, plus the Maryland Department of Natural
Resource Police which patrols Deep Creek Lake and other Natural Resource areas provide
valuable services to Accident and the County, the Sheriff's Office has a major responsibility
for law erforcement. This task will continue to become more challenging as Accident and
Garretf County grow more popular as a place to live, a place to visit and a place to locafe
new businesses.

Fire Protection--The volunteer fire department, jocated along South Street, provides fire
protection. The Accident Fire Company as well as other fire companies throughout the
County support themselves by holding carnivals, raffles and fund drives for special
equipment. Since operating and mainienance costs exceed income from these sources, the
County collects a tax amounting to five cents per $3100 of real estate value and distributes
the funds to each of the fire companies. Accident receives about 327,300 per vear. The
volunteer fire department is well equipped and adequately provides Accident with fire
protection thut meets State standards.

Rescue $gtads--The Northern Garrett County Rescue Sguad, which has a base of operations
in Accident, Friendsville and Grantsville, is one of two well equipped, well trained and
dedicated rescue squads located in Garreit County. Rescue squad crews provide emergency
services at the scene of medical emergencies and transport patients who need medical care
to hospitals in LaVaie, Camberland or Oakland, Matyland, or Meyersdale Pennsylvania.
The rescue squads receive funding from alcohol and tobacco revenues, The two rescue
squads are working together fo recruit more volunteers to cover the daytime hours for
emergency rescue operations in Garrett County. The Accident based rescne squad has five
of the 24 paramedics in the Region I area (Garrett and Allegany County). This is a
sipniificant mumber and speaks highly of this squad.
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Crovernmen ilities

Municipal Buiiding--The current municipal building located along Accident/Friendsville Road
just north and west of Main Street houses the Town Hali and the Town’s municipal
maintenance parage. The facility is considered adequate and there are no plans for
expansion. A permanent branch of the Ruth Enlow Library, Garrett County’s public library
systern, is located next to the municipal building,

Accident’s residents have access o the former Accident Elementary School which was
converied ta the Senior Citizen and Community Center in 1987, In addition to providing
a focal point for recreation and meals for senior citizens, the center also provides the Town
with a facility for community-wide events, including the use of the existing stage area for

performances and Town meetings.

Parks and Recreation--There are approximately 20 acres of park ard recreation land within
the Town inclading Community Park East, Community Park West and the community fishing
pond. Both of the community parks have been developed under the auspices of Program
Open Space, a popular state-wide program that provides funding to acquire land for parks
and develop recreation facilities.

Accident Community Park West is located behind the municipal building along Wood Street.
The 14-acre site was opened in: 1984 and has the following recreation and support facifities:

¢ sled riding traiis * pavilion with two fire places
® picnic tabies ® arboretum

# barbecue grills . restrooms

* .

playground area volleyball court

The Accident Community Park East was opened in 1987 and is located along South Street
on what was the old eilementary school playground. This four-acre park inciudes a littie
leaguefsoftball field, basketball court, tennis court, regulation horseshoe pitching court,
restrooms, play equipment and a parking area. The Town of Accident also owns a two-acre
site just north of the park alang South Street where the community fishing pond is located,
Many residents nse this park for fishing or just strolling,

In addition to the municipally owned parks within Accident, local residents aiso use the
Historic Drane House and the outdoor recreation areas associated with the Accident
Elementary Schocl, The Accident Elementary School site has a fittle league/softball field
and a playground area on approxdmately four scres. The Drane House is the oldest
structure stili standing in Garrett County and, therefore of considerablie historic significance.
Program Open Space funds were used fo restore the Drane House property (approximately
four acres),
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Schicols--The Garrett County Board of Education is responsible for the public schooi system
serving Accident. Children from Accident enter Accident Elementary from kindergarten to
fifth grade, Northern Middle School from sixth to cighth grade, and Northern High School
fron: ninth to twelfth grade. Table V shows a variety of characieristics associated with the
three schools, including enroflment. Obviously, the total erroliment for ali these schools
includes students from areas other than incorporated Accident.

TABLEV
PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES - 1992
ACCDENT, MARYLAND

Site EnroBment ]

Size
Schion] (Acres)  Date(s}* (SqFt) - Omdes (Capacity 930/

Accident Elementary 1193 1982(B) 34,815 k5 275 292
Northers Middle 19 1978(E) 67646 68 £00
Northers High 38 1952(F) 102,133 912 508

1967(A)

1968(A)

1986{A,R)

SOURCE: Superintendent's Office, Gasrett County Board of Bducation, Apri! 1993

NOTES: * E - Iadicates date building was erected
A - 1n¢icates date{s) of addidons
R - Indicates date{s) of rengvations

Health Services

The Garrett County Memaorial Hospital in Oakland is the closest health facility to Accident.
The hospitai js a Leve} II emergency facility offering emergency care 24 hours a day, with
physicians experienced in emergency care. The hospital emergency room offers state of the
art equipment and is staffed by nursing personnel specifically trained in trauma. Currently
(19%4}, 31 doctors are affiliated with the hospital. The hospital monitors health needs on
a continuous basis. A Master Site Development Pian has been prepared te guide the future
development of the hospital,

The Garrett County Health Department provides services in three major areas:
environmental kealth, mental health and nursing. Activities in the environmental health field
include sanitation inspections of public facilities, water supplies and sewerage systems, the
controj of insects and rodents and monitoring air pollution. The Department’s mental health
rofe includes psychological, alcoholism, drug abuse and youth counseiling. Department
rurses staff the health clinics, provide school health services, and visit private homes. The
Health Department operates from offices and a clinic at the hospital and also staffs health
clinics in Friendsville, Grantsville and Kitzmiller on a part-time basis. Accident now has a
physician and a dentist that services the community from a town location.
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ocial ices

The Garrett County Department of Social Services, which has its main office in Oakland,
administers a wide range of social service programs. These include child and aduit
protective services, foster care, adoption, purchase of child day care, servites 10 the elderly,
in home aid sexvices, child support enforcement, public welfare grants, food stamps, and
medical assistance.

Solid Waste Management

Trash collection is handled by a private coflector who hauls the material to a County Jandfili.
Under a 1988 State Law, the County must soor deveiop plans ta recycle 10-15 percent of
its solid waste. Accident wiil be included in these County plans. :
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' COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN

. "This chapter is the heart of this Comprehensive Plan, It summarizes

the challenges and opportunities hal are likely fo influence the

_{ulure development and conservator of Accident. I also feaivres

the Plan's overall goal as well as policies that describe the Town's

vision for its (uture., The Plan's recommendations are designed to

_ help implement the goal and policies. The following subjuct arcas
-are disenssed:

Sensitive Areas
Future Land Lisc
Communily Facililics and Services
Circalation
Mincral Resources
Carrying Out The Pian
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CHALILENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Existing conditions in Accident, as described in the previcus chapter of this Plan, present
specific challenges and opportunities the Town must address in planning for its growth and
conservation. This Plan attempts to capitalize on Accident’s assets and overcome or mitigate
its constraints. This is a logical approack to planning for the future, The following summary
reflecis the themes most frequently cited by the mumicipal officials, community leaders and
other residenis who participated in preparing this Plan,

Chalienges

Perk Time Traffic Congestion and associnted parking shortages in the Main Street area will
Temain a concern untit an Accident Bypass is constructed for Route 219,

The Continued Economic Viebility of Mein Street after 2 Route 219 Bypass is built around
Accident is a long range challenge the Town residenis and business persons must confront.

More Business Investment, particutarly development of the Ceatral Garreit County Industrial
Park, is needed to create additional jobs and enhance local tax revenues.

Major Sewer System Improvements now underway must be completed before new residential
and business customers can connect to the Town's public sewer system.

A Resident Deputy Sheriff is needed now and wiil become more essential in the future as
Accident continues to become a more popular place to live, work and visit.

Opportunitics

Route 219 provides excelient highway access to Deep Creek Lake and to Washington D.C.
and Baltimore via the National Freeway (168}

Regional Attractions such as Garrett County Airport, Garrett Community College and
Frostburg State University are also within convenient driving time of Accident.

Quality of Life in Accident is 2 genuine advantage due to the area's combination of scenic
beauty, rural enviromment and friendly, small town character.

A Stromg Sense of History and respect for local heritage prevails throughout the Accident
area.

Affordable Housing in the Town supplies ample choice and opportunity to both prospective
hoimeowners and renters.
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The Centrai Garrett Industrial Park provides significant undeveloped industrial Jand that is
well-served by public utilities.

Exceilent Recreation Facilities at Accident Community Park East, Accident Community Park
West, the community pond and the nearby Accident Elementary School offer Town residents
a wide variety of recreation opportunities.

TIHE PLAN'S OVERALL GOAIL AND PCLICIES
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION

Accident is an example of the settiement pattern that first shaped development in Garrett
County: a rural village that served as a marketplace and population cenier for the
surrounding countryside. The major underlying aim of this Comprehensive Plan is to
maintain the environmental resources and man-made amenities that make Accident the
attractive location it remains today, Local officials and other residents are committed to
ensuring that future change in Accident will enhance, rather than detract from, their Town.
This Comprehensive Plan, the Town’s land use regulations and future actions to expand
community facilities and services should each aim to accommadate desirable levels of growth
in appropriate locations without compromising Accident’s unique character and heritage.

This Comprehensive Plan update reaffirms the overall goal of the 1988 Accident
Comprehensive Plan: *To create a healthy, attractive and pleasant living environment for its
residents”,

The {ollowing policies, which reflect the overal! goal describe this Plan’s vision for the future
of Accident. Subsequent sections of this Plan contain recommendations that suggest the best
ways {0 achieve these policies. Both policies and recommendations are described in the
following five subject areas:

® Sensitive Areas Plan

¢ Future Land Use Plan

¢ Community Services and Facilities Plan
® Circulation Plan

¢ Mineral Resources Plan

Sensitive Area Policies

* Aveid development that will be harmful to sensitive natural areas such as stream
corridors, 100-year floodplains, rare wildlife habitat and steep slopes, among others,

& Conserve woodlands, productive farmlands and other natural features that contribute to
the rural environment of the Accident area.
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Ensure Town land use regulations facilitate, rather than discourage, preservation of
scenic, historic and cultural resources.

Ensure permanent open space is established in conjunction with future Jand developiment,
wherever feasible.

Future Land 1Jse Policies

Concentrate future growth within or immediately adjacent fo existing developed arcas,
in conformance with Garrett County's land use policy.

Facilitate residential and non-residential development that wili help maintain the viability
of the Main Street corridor.

Increase housing opportunities by continuing to encourage housing rehabilitation and
providing land for a variety of new affordable housing types at various densities.

Continue to conperate with the Garrett County Development Corporation in deveioping
Central Garrett Industrial Park

Recognize development opportunities presented by Accident’s proxdmity to Deep Creek
Lake and other aspects of Garrett County’s tourism industry.

Community Faeilities and Services Policies

Expand existing public sewer and water service, as needed, to support and facilitate
future development consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan

Ensure other municipal-related functions such as police, fite, lbrary and parks and
recreation services remain adequate in view of growing demasnds.

Cooperate with regional health providers and social service providers to help ensure
Accident residents remain adequaiely served.

Loaok for opportunities to improve the cost effectiveness of public services by cooperating
with neighboring localities wherever feasible.

Assist Garrett County, where appropriaie, in developing plans to implement mandatory
recycling in Accident.
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¢ Continue to participate in Garrett County Board of Education decisions that affect the
greater Accident area, such as those involving the nearby Accident Elementary School,
among nthess,

Circulation Policies

# Continze to work for implementation of the Route 219 Bypass around Accident,
preferably following the proposed western route.

¢ Work to alleviate local safety concerns, such as improper road alignments, inappropriate
speed limits and hazardous access points onto Route 219 (Main Street).

¢ Continue to establish priorities among routine road mainterance demands.

¢ Continue to support the Garrett Transit Service’s "People Mover Program", which
provides paratransit services to Accident residents, among others.

® Work to ensure sidewailks are constructed where needed throughout the Town, starting
in business areas.

Minera] Resouzces Policies

® Recognize that, with the exception of natural gas development, mineral extraction is
undikely to have an impact on the future growth and conservation of Aceident.

The remainder of this chapter deseribes recommended ways to achieve these policies. This
description is done through five Plans which collectively represent Accident’s Comprehensive
Plan.

® Sensitive Areas Plan @ Cizrculation Plan
® [and Use Plan ® Minerat Resources Pian
¢ Commugity Facilities

and Services Plan
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SENSITIVE AREAS PLAN

The Maryland Economic Growth, Resource Protection and Planning Act of 1992 contains
guideiines for counties and municipalities to consider in formulating local policies to protect
the foilowing four types of sensitive areas:

# Streams and their buffers

¢ 100-year floodpiains

& Habitats of rare, threatened and endangered species

® Steep slopes

Under the Act, local jurisdictions may also adopt policies to protect other kinds of sensitive
areas, such as historic properties, among others, This section describes Accident’s plans to
help preserve each of the above-named sensitive areas that exist in the Town,

Streams and Their Buffers

South Branch of the Bear Creek flows in and around the Accident area. Steeply stoped,
undevelopable lands adjacent to parts of local waterways afford the only existing protection
to the Accident area’s vepetative stream buoffers. The Towa desires to protect stream buffers
because they help protect water quality and provide wildlife habitat. Accident will take the
following actions to help preserve these important natural areas:

@ Continue enforcing the Garrett County Erosion Control and Grading Ordinance.

¢ Continue enforcing the Town's floodpiain regulations, which restrict development within
designated floodplain area.

+ Consider adopting regulations that prohibit constructicn and other soil disturbance within
25 oot corridors measured from either side of the stream banks.

® Designate the South Branch of the Bear Creek corridor within Accident as a recreation
and open space area on the Town’s future land use plan (see Land Use Plan section of
this document).

180-Year Floodplains

100-year floadplains exist in Accident along the South Branch of the Beur Creek. The Town
recognizes the need to restrict development in floodplains to reduce potential flood damage
and 1o preserve open space corridors. Accident’s floodplain regulations are consistent with
the State’s model crdinance. The Town will continue to enforce these regulations and has
designated a recreation and open space atea along the South Branch of the Bear Creek, as
noted above, These actions will directly assist in conserving the 100-year flogdplain in these
areas,
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Habitats of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species

Neither the State nor Federal inventory of rare, threatened or endangered species habitats
lists such areas within or near Accident. The Town wili consider actions to help protect
these sies if any are identified in the future.

Steep Slopes

Steep slopes in Accident are alimost entirely limited to the South Branch of the Bear Creek
corridor., The Town should, however, amend its zoning ordinance to adopt the Garrett
Connty policy of restricting development on slopes of 30% or greater. This will heip prevent
erosion and potential degradation of water guality in the South Branch of the Bear Creek.

Historic Resources

Accident is committed to preserving remmnants of its unique heritape. The Town has
acquired and restored the Drane House, a National Register historic site which is now open
to the public. Accident will remain open to the possibility of undertaking similar projects
in the future, particularly if these projects have the potentiaf to increase tourism (and hence
economic development) in the Town, Accident should also consider establishing & Town
museum at the Accident branch library, among other potential locations.

LAND USE PLAN

The Garrett County Comprehensive Plan identifies policies for the development and
conservation of three types of areas:

¢ Hural Areas
® Growth Areas
® Sanpsitive Areas

These areas, and the proposed future land use categories within each area, represent Garrett
County’s commitment to accommodating growth while conserving the region’s rural and
natural heritage. The County’s future land use scheme is also compatible with the vision
statements contained in the Marviand Planning Act of 1992 about providing fand for
development and preserving the environment. The Garrett County Comprehensive Plan
considers Accident a Growth Area. The County views the Town as the major focation in
the Bear Creek Drainage Basin to which people and businesses are likely to migrate in the
foreseeable future. The Land Use Plan proposed in this section is consistent with the
Garrett County Land Use Plan for the Bear Creek Drainage Basin.
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The Land Use Plan is a general, conceptual guide for the future growth and conservation
of Accident. It is not intended to set fixed boundaries or govern the specific details of land
development on individual parcels, especially in an established community like Accident
where mixed uses proliferate. Major considerations behind the Land Use Plan include the

following, among others:

Accident’s regional Iocation

Existing langd use and circuolation patterns

The proposed Route 219 Bypass around Accident

Land needed to continue providing for a variety of housing types and densities
Commercial potential along the Route 219 corridor

Prime farmlands adjacent to Town boundaries

Available land in the Ceniral Garrett Industrial Park

Sensitive natural features along the South Branch of the Bear Creek

Existing parks and historic amenitics

The Land Use Plan describes policies for residential and non-sesidential areas. The Town
of Accident requires that ail homes and businesses be served by public water and sewerage
facilities. See the accompanying comprehensive plan map for the proposed boundaries of
each land use category.

Residenti 245

The Comprebensive Plan designates three areas to provide for a variety of housing types and
densities.

Rural Development would accommodate single-family detached homes that are compatible
with an agricultural environment. Densities of up to 1 home per acre would be appropriate
in this part of the Town, which is largely undevejoped. Conserving the prime agricultural
soils in this arez of Accident will help maintain farming, pratect open space and reserve
undeveloped land for future growth. Low density growth in the Rural Dievelopment area
wiil also be most compatible with the agrarian nature of the land adjoining this area just
beyond the Town's corporate limits.

Suburban Residential areas would accommodate single-family detached homes and twin
homes in a suburban setting. Minimum lot size of 20,000 square feet for single-family homes
and 12,500 square feet per unit for twin homes are recommended. This planning area will
help ensure that open space is incorporated into futuze development by accommodating only
lower density single-family residential development. It will also provide land for larger
homes ard allow flexibility in placement of homes on lots. The suburban residential areas
attemipt to balance the desire to avoid inappropriate high density development and the
desire for more efficient use of the iand, compatible with current residential preferences,

Compreliensive Plan 39



Town of Accldent Comprehensive Plan

Town Residential would provide land for single-family detached homes on minimum 10,006
squaze foot lots, twin home units on minimum 9,000 square foot lots, townhouses and
apartments at a minimum of 4,000 square feet per unit. The Town Residentia) area will
provide area for sirictly residentiai development, yet one that is convenient to services
provided in Accident’s Town Center,

Note: This Plan endorses the concept of cluster style development, under which higher
densities and smaller lots may be allowed in residential areas in exchange for substantial
comnion open space jnstead of traditional subdivision layout where the entire tract is
devoted to house lots and streets. Accident’s zoning regulations can specify how much
density can be increased and how much Jot sizes can be reduced under cluster development.

Mixed Use and Non-Residential Areas

The Plan designates three land use catogories intended for either mixed use or non-
residential development.

Town Center is an area where single-family detached homes and twin home units wouid
each be provided on minimum 5,000 square foot lots, Townhouses and apartments would
be permitted at a minimum of at Ieast 3,600 square feet per unit. Retail, service, office and
other appropriate non-residential uses would also be directed to the Town Center for the
purpose of perpetuating this area as Accident’s "business district™.

The mixed use growth provided for in this arca recognizes the existing pattern of
development along the Main Street corridor and wifl encourage the diverse investment
required to keep this area economically viable, Awailable sites within the Town Center
should be sufficient to meet Acciden®’s commercial needs into the foreseeable future. New
development on vacant iand and redevelopment of underutilized parcels in this area shonid
prevent the need for commerceial land uses to spread into other, residentially-oriented sectors
of the Town,

Employment Center is a large area in the southeastern sector of the Town designed to
atiract environmentally responsible industry and other forms of economic development that
will create jobs and enhance locai property tax reverues. The Employment Center includes
the partially developed, 65-acre Central Garrett Industrial Park which has vacant land, is
served by public water and sewerage, and features direct access road to Ronte 219
Accident will continue to cooperate with the Garrett County Development Corporation, the
Tri-County Council for Western Maryland, Inc. and other economic development
organizations in un attempt to target grants, loans and other incentives 10 prospective
investors in this area of the Town.
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Recreation and Open Space is a land use category that recognizes Accident’s existing public
properties, including the Community Park West, the Community Park East, the community
fishing pond and the historic Drane House, The Recreation and Open Space area also
includes all {and within Accident adjacent to the South Branch of the Bear Run and its
tributaries, The Town will continue {o promote environmental conservation alonyg this
corridor, which includes both public and privately held property. Development of this area
would be very difficult and is not advisable because of existing steep slopes, {loodplains and
other sensitive natural features. Permanent open space in this location will also provide a
physical buffer between the Employment Center area and other adjacent uses.

Potential Annexation Area

The Town of Accident currently does not have any formal plans for annexing any adjnining
lands although there is a potential for future expunsion on the enst side of Town. Since
waier and sewerage service has been extended out to the Accident Elementary school east
of Town, this would be the most logical candidate for future expansion.

COMMUNITY FACHJITIES AND SERVICES PLAN

Accident is committed to providing essential municipal facilities and services to its residents
in a cost effective manner. The Town will also contimue to cooperate with other entities that
provide services to Accident residents such as Garrett County and the Garrett County Board
of Education, among many others. The Community Facilities and Services Plan describes
the Town’s intentions in each of the following areas:

Public Water

Public Sewerage

Storm Drainage

Emergency Management
Government Facilities
Recreation and Open Space
Schools

Health Services

Sacizl services

Solid Waste Management

* 8% 08 0 " e»
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Public Water

Accident’s public water system serves all residents and businesses in the Town. The system
has been operating since 1976 and was extended twice during the 198('s, to serve the
Accident Elementary School and the Central Garrett Industrial Park. The Town has no
immediate plans to further enhance its water system, which is designed to serve about 40%
more connections than are currently served by the system. The 1992 Garrett County
Comprehensive Water and Sewerage Plan does not include any improvements for the
Accident water system among its immediate, 5-year or 10-year priorities for water
development.

Public Sewerage

Accident’s public sewerage system, like its water system, has been operational since 1976,
The Town has recently completed a major inflow/infiftration program, which eliminated
significant amounts of extraneous water from the coliecior system. Four additional line
segmenis will be replaced ir the spring of 1996 utilizing a 'sliplining’ process. These repairs
represent a $150,000.00 investment in the Town's infrastructure system.

Improvements to the sewage treatment plant are aiso scheduled in 1995, This project will
help redunee the hydravlic overloading at the plant. Upon completion of these activities, the
Town expects the sewer moratoriun: to be lified or at least modified, depending on the
success of the collector system improvements and the new contro! system at the treatment

piant.

Storm Drainage

Accident’s existing storm drainage system is old, undersized and limited in its service area.
A separate storm drainage system is needed, in accordance with the 1987 study undertaken
by Garrett County’s stormwaier engineer and Town employees and officials.

Emergency Managemen;

This Plan refers to police, fire and rescue services as emergency management.

FPolice Protection

The Garrett County Sherifi’s Office and the Maryland State Police now provide police
protection to Accident. These two entities perform their duties well; Accident wili continue
o renew its cooperative agreements with both the County Sheriff's Department and the
State Police. At the same time, the Town will continue trying to replace the resident deputy
sheriff it lost in the 1980,
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Fire Protection

The Town plans on the Accident Voiunteer Fire Company continuing to provide fire
protection to Accident residents and businesses.

Rescua Service

The Town will continue o rely on the Northern Garrett County Rescue Squad for its
emergency rescue needs. One of the squad’s three bases of operation is located in Accident
at the volunteer fire company station.

Crovernment Facilities

Accident’s current municipal building contains both the Town Hali and the municipal
maintenance parapge. These facilities are considered adequate for municipal povernment
needs info the foreseeable future.

Becreation and Open Space

The Community Park East, Community Park West and Community Fishing Pond provide
an adequate level of active and passive recreation opportunities to Accident residents.
Accident will continue to maintain and improve these properties. The historic Drane House,
the branch of the Ruth Enlow Library adjacent to the municipal building and the Accident
Senior Citizen and Community Center are also important leisure assets. Local officials and
other interested parties are now considering alternative sites for a potential Town museum,
including constructing an addition to the library to accommodate it.

Garrett County adopted a Land Preservation & Recreation Plan in November of 1993. The
Plan analyzes regional recreation trends and needs and incorporates many of Maryland's new
poiicies designed to a) encourage the protection of our natural and open space resources
and b) further the acquisition and development of recreation areas. With regard to Garrett’s
municipalities, the Plan emphasizes the need for close-to-home recreation facilities, such as
community and neighborhood parks. The Plan also identifies the need for year-round
recreation facilities.

chools

Accident students atiend Garrett County Board of Hducation facilities, including the
Accident Elementary School just outside of Town limits. The Town will continue trying lo
make this slementary school a more integral part of its community life. A sidewalk nlong
Accident Bittinger Road would make the site more accessible to pedestrians. Development
of publicly-accessible recreation facilities at the school also needs to be promoted. Accident
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will continze cooperating with the Garrett County School District to address
enrcliment/capacity problems at the school. The Accident Elementary School is currently
serving a student popuiation that exceeds the building’s design capacity.

Health Services

The Garrett County Memorial Hospital in Qakland will continue to serve Accident’s
emergency medical care needs. The Garrett Connty Health Department will continue
providing environmental health, mental health and nursing services, Accident now has a
physician, and a dentist located within the Town but stifl needs a convenient pharmacy.

Social Seri

The Garreit County Department of Social Services will continue to provide a wide range of
social services to residents of Accident, including public weifare, food stamps and several
other forms of assistance to children, adults and the elderly throughout Garrett County.

Solid Waste Management

Accident will continue $0 contract with a private solid waste disposal firm to collect trash
from Town residents and businesses and dispose of it in a County landfill. Accident will also
copperate with Garrett County in helping to implement a 1988 State-mposed mandate o
begin recyeling 10 to 15% of ail solid waste in the County.

CIRCULATION PLAN

Accident’s street and hiphway network should provide for safe and efficient movement of
people and goods. This network shouid help bring Accident closer to other portions of
Garrett County and the surrounding area where opportunities exist for employment, services,
cultural and recreational resources. Within the Town, streets should facilitate internal
movement of both vehicles and people while recognizing that businesses and others need
easy access to and from their properties. The background information contained it this Plan
describes the prid pattern street and highway system: in Accident, which features U.S, 219
(Main Street} running north to south through the center of Town, bisected by MD 52 in an
east-west direction,
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Functional Classification

Streets and highways in and around Accident serve different roles in carrying traffic. Some
routes carry higher speed through traffic and others provide access to and from local
neighborhoods. Each traffic route in Accident has been classified into one of the following
four categories based on its primary function: Arterials, Major Collectars, Minor Collectors
and Secondary Streets, The functional classification of streets and highways has important
implications. Rights of way should be wider, speed limits higher and access more limited on
roads designed to carry higher traffic volumes. The four functional classifications and
examples of each category are described below and illastrated on the Comprehensive Plan
map.

Arterials

Arterials carry large volumes of traffic and higher speeds to and from the freeway system,
major shopping areas and regional employment centers. Where possible, access to arterials
is controfled to allow safe and efficient through traffic movement. Development along
arterials should be carefully planned to avoid potentially dangercus conflicts belween
vehicles traveling at higher speeds and traffic entering or exiting these highways.

U.S. Route 219 just nosth and south of Town is the only arterial in the Accident area. This
two lane highway passes directly through Accident and provides an important rorth-south
route to Deep Creek Lake, the National Freeway and the Pennsylvania Turapike.

Major Collectors

Major collectors carry relatively high volumes of traffic to arterials or freeways. Major
coliectors also provide access to employment centers in Town such as the business district
and indusizial park. That portion of US. Route 219 within Towa limits (Main Street) is the
only major collector identified in this Plan.

Minor Collectors

Minor collectors assist with circulation both within Town and on an area-wide basis by
providing a system of internal access within the Town; they receive traffic from secordary
streets and distribute it to the major collector and arterial system. Minor collectors can also
serve as the internal circulation system for intensive land developments such as apariments,
shopping centers and indsstrial parks. Seven minor collectors are identified in this Plan:

Accident-Friendsviile Road ® Fad Milier Road

»

¢ Bretheran Church Road & Ajken-Miller Road
® Accident-Bittinger Road ¢ Hickory-Ridge Road
®

South Street
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Secondary Streets

Secondaty sireets provide direct access, usually at low speeds, to homes and other abutting
properties. Secondary streets also carry traffic from local neighborhoods to the collector
system. All streets in Accident not identified as belonging to one of the other three
functional classifications described above are considered Secondary Streets.

Deasi tandards

The design standards described in the following table should be used in comstructing new
streets and, wherever possible, in street improverent projects within Accident.

STREET DESIGN STANDARDS BY FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION
ACCIDENT, MARYLAND

Minor Major
Secondary | Collector Collector

Jurisdiction Towm Tows or Siats

Coukly

| Righi-of-Way (Reeny 50 80

Number of Lanes 2 24

Paving (feet) 3 4048 48 mipimum

Parking One Side Discouraged prohibiiion desireble Mol Permilied

Aty Lnvasirioled Drriveway goocss minimized end Street internections Hmited and
coasroticd driveway avoess minimized and
controlied

Accident’s subdivision and fand development ordinance currently requires a 50° right-of-way
width for all new roads. The subdivision ordinance should be amended to allow some
flexibility for developers who wish to develop narrower roads as part of an environmentally
sensitive design aimed at maintaining the area’s smail fown character. Sidewalk design
standards should also be included fo accommodate pedestrian circulation.

Proposed Circ ion Improvenenis

Whife the roads in Accident are penerally considered to be in pood condition, some
improvemen? needs have beer identified for State and local roads.
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State Highway Improvements

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) recommended that a bypass be
constructed for TS, Route 219 azound Accident in their ongoing Highway Needs Inventory
and in a US 219 corridor study that SHA conducted in 1989, These recommendations were
based on the need to alleviate traffic congestion and potentially hazardous situations that
occur along US 219 through Accident due to on-street parking, two horizontal curves and
several vertical curves. There are also many enfrances and substantial pedestrian activity
within Accident which poses a concern. While widening the existing road alignment would
displace many residences and businesses, a by-pass wouid have a much less impact on the
Town,

This Plan endorses the proposed bypass and concurs with the Garrett County
Comprehensive Plan in supporting the proposed western alignment over an alternative that
waould carry the bypass around the eastern side of Town. The western alignment is more
compatible with Accident’s existing land use pattern and longer range planning goals because
it wouid have less impact on the Town’s proposed fong range growth ares. It would aiso
beiter facilitate traffic circulation and involve less disruption of the areas natural
environment. The Town laocks forward to completion of the Roate 219 Bypass to relieve
traffic congestion and parking problems on Main Street, particularly during the spring
through fall tourist season, The Town should become more involved in the design and
development process as the by-pass becomes more of a reality. The following paragraphs
describe a comparison of the two alternatives.

NATI FOR THE PROPOSED ACCIDENT BYPASS

URDC abjectively compared two alternative alignments for the proposed Accident Bypass:
Alternative One - the Eastern Alignment and Alternative Two - the Western Alignment.

Alternative Oune is located on the east side of Accident. It starts approximately 1,300’ south
of the Bear Creek Branch and ends on the north of the town approximately 400" north of
Pud Miller Road, Alternative Two is located west of Accident. It starts approximately
1,300 south of Aiken Miller Road and ends on the north side of town approximately 1,700°
nortk of Pud Miller Road.

Summary Conclusion

URDC’s analysis concludes that Alternative Two is more compatible with existing and future
land uses in the Accident area and less likely to disturb the region’s scenic and natural
environment.
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Appioach

URDC has evaluated the two alternative alignments according to the following criteria:

e Environmental Considerations
¢ Visual Influence on the Landscape

® Traffic and Circulation

¢ Compatibility With Existing ané Future Land Uses

URDC’s evaluation is based on extensive review of the 1L.S. Route 219 Corridor Study,
previous Town af Accident comprehensive plans and U. 8. Geological Survey maps. URDC
also closely examined field conditions along each proposed alignment.

Analysis

The table on the following page ranks each atignment alternative for the proposed Accident
Bypass according to several aspects of the criteria identified above. Rankingisona1to3
scale. A score of 1 indicates a potentially strong negative impact; a score of 5 suggests a
strong positive impact. All criteria are weighted equally for the purposes of this analysis.

Conclusions and Comparisons

Although each of the iwo aitermative routes has certain strengths ard weaknesses, our
analysis indicates that Aliernative Two {western alignment) presents the best overalt
opportunity for by-passing the Town of Accident. According to the following table,
Atternative ‘Two outranks Alternative One in all the major criteria. The following
paragraphs summarize these findings.

Environmental Considerations--While Aiternative Two would potentiaily disrupt more steep
slopes, Alternative One crosses over three tributaries of the South Branch of Bear Creek--
posing more of an environmental concern because some of the tributaries have wetlands and
other wet soils. The environmenta} risks and the potential degree and cost of mitigation
involved in constructing the by-pass in this area are of much greater concera than
Alternative One.

Visual Inflvence on the Landscape--Alternative Two presents fess of a visual presence and
its potential views of the pastoral Accident Valley would contribute to the scenic quality of
U.S. Route 219, This alternative meanders through clumps of wooded areas along the
Hickory Ridge overlooking the Accident Vailey while not intruding upon it. Alternative Ore
is focated in closer proximity to the town and would be more of a visual disruption of the
Tow.

Comprebersive Plan 49



Town of Accident Comprebonsive Pian

Traffic and Circulation--Alternative Two scored slightly higher than Alternative One with
regard to traffic and cizculation. According to the Maryland State Highway Administration’s
U.S. Route 219 Corridor Study, Alternative One would intersect with two local roads and
would involve cui-de-sacing existing .S, Route 219 south of Aiken Miller Road. This
compares to Aliernative Two intersecting with one local road {Accident-Friendsviile road)
and resuiting in one Iocal road becoming a cul-de-sac. Aliernative One would be slightly
more accessible to and from Accident’s downtown area, since Alternative Two would
intersect with one local road rather thar two. Like Alternative One, Alternative two wouid
provide for more free flowing and unimpeded traffic flow. However, Alternative one wouid
give the much needed access to the Accident-Friendsvilie road,

Compatibility with Existing and Future Land Uses--Alternative two is least likely to have a
negative impact on existing land vses as well as potential future land uses within its
viewshed. The vast majority of this alternative does not conflict with any existing land uses
except for some seattered farm areas and some houses that would need to be dispiaced
along the northern portion of the bypass. Furthermore, the land adjacent 1o where the route
alignment is less susceptible to development than the land adjacent to alternative one.
Alternative One, on the other hand, would pass through and be adjuacent to several farming
areas including agriculiural preservation areas, the historic Drane House, Accident
Elementary School, and the Ceniral Garrett Industrial Park. Alternative One would present
itself as a visual and sound disruption to these areas and any future residential development
that is likely to occur in these areas,

TABLE VII
ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT BYPASS - 1994
ACCIDENT, MARYLAND

ALTERNATIVE 1 ALTERNATIVE 2
CRITERIA *EASTERN "WESTERN
ALIGNMENT" ALTGNMENT"

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS
Relates to which of the twe aiternatives woold Joast iikely have

|| a gegative impact on any of the Blowing existing natural areas:

¢ Waterwayr

* 100-Year Bloadplain

[ =]

®  Stren Slopes

-

Habilats of Rare, Threaloncd and Endangered Species

* Woodlands

e s oA [ ke | b
LA

LA

# Oiher Unique MNahirsl Arcas such as Hiph Waler Table,
Hwifric and ARuvial Snils

il Sublolal 20 23
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VISUAL INFLUENCE ON THE LANDSCAFRE

Relates to which of the two aiternatives wonld feast [iXely kave 8 negative
fmpact endiar are most Hkely o cobance the folfowing viewsfiods:

& L5 Roule 217 Scenie Corrider 3 4
# Tastoral Landscape of Accident 1 4

Subtotal 4 B
TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION

Relates to which of the two aliernatives would least ikely have a negative impecl
| andior are mast tikely to echance the following local fransporlation conceins:

a  Exisling Boads 2 3
*  Accossibility 1o and from Acckdent & a
# Safe and Free-Flowing Movemen| Along ULS. Route 21% 3 4
Subloind 9 1G
COMPATIBILITY WITH EXISTING AND FUTURE LAND 1JSES
Relates ta which of the two aftecnatives would Jeast likely bave a negative impact sndior Eré mast
Nkely o enhance or be compatible with the fGHowing ypes of existing and potentis! land uses.
»  Residerils] Areas 2 3
*  Commetciz]l Ausinesses [ 5
& lndusirics 2 4
& Zchools and Ofthr.r. TmstilHone 2 3 i
*  Agricubiural Lands 1 4
# Agticullural Preservation Arcas (Agricultura] Gesemenis 1 : 3 ]
and Agriculiurzl Freservation Distriels)
& Historic Skes z 3
® Recreation Areas 5 ' 5

The proposed bypass will have a significant impact on the future of Accident. Accident
should develop a plan for retaining the economic viability of the Town once the by-pass has
been constructed. This plan should address strategies for attracting people into the Town
including the treatment of key entryways into the Town.
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Local Road Improvemerts
The following improvements were identified for local roads within Accident:

® A new minor coliector sireet should be constructed between U. 8. Route 219 and
Bretheran Church Road. This coliector street would utitize the existing Central Garrett
Industrial Park access road and provide additional access to the Park from the east.

® The Town should continue its program of street improvements, including pavement
widening, curbs, gutters and storm sewers.  Priority should be focused on major and
minor collector streets. The Town should also require these same new improvements
before accepting dedication of new streets from developers.

® Sidewalks need to be constructed on all streets in the business section of Accident that
need them and along all streets that lead to schools, parks and shopping centers. In the
longer range, all residential streets should also have sidewalks to increase pedestrian
safety in neighborhoods.

MINERAL RESOURCES PLAN

Maryland’s Article 66B requires that ali comprehessive plans include & mineral resources
eiement. Accident’s 1988 Comprehensive Development Pian concluded that mineral
extraction within the Town will not have an impact on the future community development
or conservation. The 1988 Plan considered existing mineral resources in the area,
environmental conditions and current and proposed land use patterns in reaching this
conclusion.

The only mineral extraction in Accident involves subsurface natural gas fields and naturai
gas wells currently being tapped by a private natural gas supply company. Other minerat
extraction continues to be limited by environmenta! constraints, existing development and
the presence of ample resources, such as coal, elsewhere in northwestern Garrett County.
The Town does not expect mineral resource exploration or extraction to become an
important planning concern in Accident.

CARRYING OUT THE PLAN

This updated Comprehensive Plan contains the policies Accident wilf use to guide its future
development and conservation. The Plan should influence all public sector decisions
concerning land use and public improvements. Additionally, residents of Accident should
become familiar with the Plan, as their support will be necessary to carry it out, The Plan
is not a legal document; certain repulatory and administrative actions will be required to
implement the Plan. These sctions are described betow.
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Zoning Ordinance

A zoning ordinance is a legal tool to regulate the use of land. Its regulations apply to:

¢ permitted use of land

® the height and bulk of structures

® percentage of a lot that may be occupied, and
& the density of development.

A zoning ordinance contains a map which delineates zoning districts. It also includes text
which sets forth the regulations that apply in each district and general information about
adninistering the ordinance. Accident has an adopted zoning ordinance but it should be
revised to reflect existing conditions and conform with the policies endorsed in this
Comprehensive Plan. It should be used as a means to preserve the unigue smail town
character and heritage of Accident. The zoning ordinance should be 2 major means of
carrying out this Comprehensive Plan, particularly future land use policies.

Subdivision Reguiations

Subdivision regulations can be a very effective way of controlling the layout of streets, lois
and infrastructure, such as utilities, curbs and sidewalks. The objectives of subdivision
ordinances are to:

® coordinate street patterns

& assure adeguate infrastructure is provided

o facilitate safe, efficient traffic flow

® provide good design standards that will promote environmental conservation

Accident’s existing subdivision ordinanee, like its zoning ordinance, shouid be updated to
reflect current conditions and the policies of this Comprehensive Plan. The subdivision and
land development ordinance like the zoning ordinance should be used as a means for
preserving the unique small town character and herifage of Accident.

Capital ITmprovement Programming

Accident should enhance its practice of under{aking improvements to parks, streets, storm-
water systems and other major physical facilities. These capital improvements, which involve
the expendituze of funds over and above those needed for normal operations and main-
ienance, shoukl be prioritized over a five year peried in the form of a capital improvements
program which {s recammended to the Town Council,
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A capital improvements program has many benefits:

® It helps assure projects are based on ability to pay and on a schedule of priorities
determined in advance. '

® [t helps assure capital improvements are viewed comprehensively.

® It promotes financial stability by scheduling projects at proper integvals,

® It facilitates proper allocation of community rescusces.

The Towr shouid annually update its capital improvements program and annuai capital
budget once these are established. The following are examples of the kinds of projects that
could be financed in part with capital improvement funds:

park improvements

Iibrary impravements

selected road widening and road reconstruction projects
sewage treatrmment and water purification improvements, and
a future site for a Town Museum,

Role of the Plapning Commission

The Accident Town Planning Commission has a lead role in assuring that this
Comprehensive plan is followed and updated as needed. The planning commission shouid
periodically review the Plan in accordance with Article 66B and recommend any changes o
reflect current conditions and changing priorities.

f the Tow il

The Accident Town Council will also play a vital role in implementing this Comprehensive
Pian. The Town Councii has the final decision on any action that requires an ordinance or
expenditure of funds. The Town Councii shouid maimtain a relationship of trust and
confidence with the Town Planning Commission. The two entities should continually keep
one another informed of important planning related matters in the Town.

Regional Cooperation

The Garrett County School Board, Garrett Counfy Commissioners, Garrett County Planning
Commission and Maryland State Highway Administration System, Maryland Department of
Natural Resources and the Maryland Office of Planring are among the many outside entities
whose decisions affect Accident. The Town will continue to cooperate with all regional,
county, and state organizations who have a role in the future development and conservation
of the area in and around Accident.
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APPENDIX A
SOIL CHARACTERISTICS IN THE ACCIDENT AREA
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Ensultabis fnoauiteble
Doubtful Popbttul
Suitebls Bultabla
Sultable Sultabla
Suiteble Spitablea
Unguitabie Tnaunltabie
Suitakle Buatabie
Toouitable Dpubtful
Sidtable Suitobla
Vneuitabla Unsuitabla

Corraatan Potential

Itaa}
Pipes

Loy
Hoderats
Hodernte

Hodarate
Low

Hederaie
Low

Moderats
Hodarate

digh
Hipgh
Hodarate
Low

Low

Low
Hoderate
Hoderabe
Law

Hodarate
Modersta

Conorete
EBipea
High
Righ
Hagerats

Hoderats
High

Hodarato
Eigh
digh
High
High
High
High
Righ
High
High
Hoderate
Hoderata
Hgh

Moderate
Haderate

fgrd pulinge

Brime
Falr
Fair

Good
Faor

Good
Frime
Fair
Pogr
Boor
Poor
Paor
Fair
Paox
FPoor
Foor
Prime
Fair

 dogd
Paor

1. . Dmta obteinsd from the Spll Uomservation Service of the U, 5. Department of Agriculturs, Daidand, Jarrett Cgunty, Harylend
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