
THE MAGAZINE OF THE AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION APRIL 2012 

-----

/1 !!///t//rtll't'/1! " tlrt/' !Jilt I ' Ill I 1 /1 'I 
26£2-10212 OW 3~0WI11~8 

lOll 315 15 N0153~d M 10£ 
DNINNHid ~0 ON~IA~~W 

dJI~ 'li~H '3 O~~HJI~ 
00P2V# 621# 1000 2l~d~ lN~Id ld~ 

£1SP90 OI ~
 

SPECIAL SECTION 
NATIONAL PLANNING AWARDS 

It's Frack or Bust in the Northeast 
Madison's Hotel NIMBY 
Small Towns, Big Dreams 
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NATIONAL PLANNING LEADERSH IP AWARD FOR A PLANN ING ADVOCATE 
MARYLAND GOV. MARTIN O'MALLEY 

Applause for Slow Growth 

A 
CCORDING TO state plmmers in 
1\1arylm1d, "it took tlu·ee centuries 
to develop ilie first 650,000 acres in 
Marylmd- and 3 7 years to develop 
tl1e next one million." Niaryland 

Gov. Martin O'Malley, ilie recipient of tllis 
year's National Plamung Leadership Award 
for a Plmming Advocate, thinks it's time to 
slow iliat breakneck pace, and directed plan-
ners to craft tl1e newly completed-and ilie 
state's first-comprehensive plan for sus-
tainable gTOwth a11d development, called 
Plan Ma1ylm1d. Furilier, tl1e governor, who 
is the fanner mayor of Baltimore, has a new 
vision for Maryland: Smart, Green & Grow-
ing, where human and natural enviro11111ents 
fit togetl1er hand in glove. 

Affordable housing is concenu·atecl in 
walkable conununities emichecl by a sense 
of place and served by boili public u·mlspor-
tation a11d modern infrasu·ucture. Business 
is located in areas already developed or on 
Smart Sites, wllich are areas targeted for in-
vestment. Those actions a11d otl1ers work to 
help protect clean air and natural resources, 
namely ilie Chesapeake Bay and Maryland's 
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forests, fannland, open space, and coastal land Gov. Parris Glendening fostered Smart 
waters. Growtl1. If Smart, Green & Growing has an 

His multifaceted plan integrates new 
regulation, targeted development sites and 
zones, funding directives, a11cl public out-
reach. It depends on com·di-

edge over its predecessor program, it may be 
in tl1e detail it spells out. "The original Smart 
Growth policies and programs of 1997 

nation at every level, working 
with local govemments, tl1e 
federal govenm1ent, devel-
opers, and citizens, involving 
tl1em in public meetings and 
online, in social media, and 
in interactions like Game-
PlanMaryhmcl, a game iliat 
allows users to rank plamilng 
<md hmcl-use priorities tl1en 

"The array of 
policies and pro-
grams under the 
Smart, Green & 
Growing um-
brella are rein-
vigorating_ smart 
gt:owth efforts in 
Maryland." 

largely failed to meet ilieir 
goals," according to Gerrit 
Knaap, executive director 
of ilie National Center for 
Smart Growth Research and 
Education of ilie Utliversity 
of Marylm1cl. On tl1e oilier 
hm1d, says Knaap, "The ar-
ray of policies and programs 
under tl1e Smart, Green & 

reveals what ilie state would 
look like in 203 5 under various scenarios. 

The governor is a confirmed teclmocrat. 
StateStat and Bay-Stat give timely, inter-
preted feedback on how state agencies meet 
goals during two-year measuring cycles. 
One recent success: Niarylancl has surpassed 
its latest goal for reducing tliuugen pollu-
tion fi·om urban areas. 

Before Smart, Green & Growing, Mary-

- Gerrit Knaap Growing umbrella are re-
invigorating smart growth 

efforts in Niarylancl." Success is not assured, 
however. Gov. O'Nialley and local leaders in 
Maryland are contending witl1 antigovern-
ment sentiments mel complaints that tl1e 
govemor is waging war on rural Nimyland. 

• Sandra Olivetti Marti n is the editor of Bay Weekly, 
in Annapolis, Maryland. 




