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FRIDAY EDITORIAL: What is downtown Salisbury to you? 

It may never be what it was, but it has potential 

WHY VISIT DOWNTOWN? 

delmarvanow.com 

Is it the architecture, shopping, food and entertainment or just work and government that come to 
mind when you think of downtown Salisbury? What might pique your interest in other ways? 

Why do you visit downtown Salisbury? Is it for the shopping, the food and entertainment, the 
ambiance or only when you have to conduct business with local government? Or do you see it 
strictly as a workplace? 

Maybe you like to support locally owned businesses and see downtown as a rich concentration 
of such entities. 

And how about that river that runs through it? Could the riverfront be improved? 

Most people would agree that the best thing to happen to downtown Salisbury in recent years is 
the monthly 3rd Friday gathering. It's an opportunity to walk around, patronize local businesses 
as well as vendors of art and handcrafted items, but it's also an excuse to hang out with friends 
and enjoy live music. 

And that plaza? Nobody can seem to agree on whether it should stay or go, or if it stays, in what 
form. This is clearly a question that needs further exploration. What is it about the plaza that 
attracts or repels? 

There is a lot offocus on downtown as a location for retail shops and hospitality businesses, but 
is that the discussion we should be having? Do we want to return that stretch of Main Street to a 
way to get from point A to point B, or does its greatest value lie in other areas? 

If you are a person who rarely visits or even thinks about downtown Salisbury, what would grab 
your attention and get you to come? And just as importantly, what are the obstacles keeping you 
away? Parking meters often come up in this context. What are some potential solutions to this 
and other impediments? 

Downtown truly is the heart and soul of our community, and it is a topic worthy of our continued 
attention. 
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