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Salisbury has the makings of a vibrant natural and cultural corridor through the heart of the city, 
from the Salisbury Marina through downtown, City Park, Youth & Civic Center and zoo, to the 
Ward Museum on Schumaker Pond. While these physical amenities wait to be tapped as a 
whole, we in Salisbury need to recognize how broad our arts community really is and the value it 
can bring to each one of us in this city. 

The arts should be broadly defined and displayed. Anyway we express ourselves: from fashion 
to song, to rhythms of work, to architecture and landscape designs, to habits of the home and the 
food we eat, to the jokes we tell and the fabrics we knit are all, in their own way, art. We are 
enriched by the arts of our neighbors and ourselves. As a social species, this is how 
communities have advanced together through time- and it is in the arts that this becomes 
possible. 

Salisbury is an urban scene, complete with urban challenges and opportunities. The people who 
live, work and play here are the arts fabric of the city. We are a diverse city bringing personal 
history and desires from rural and maritime enclaves nearby, to international traditions from 
beyond our borders, to the cosmopolitan interest of students and young professionals shaping 
21st century experiences. 

One thing we have in common is place. We share an environment rich in natural resources and 
broad horizons. While our ways of expressing our passion and celebration of our landscape may 
vary greatly, it is a quality of humankind to create art that reflects and celebrates our 
surroundings. Nature and art are the core of our shared experience. These are things that can be 
encountered, understood and enjoyed by many. 

The Ward Museum engages and invites study of our position in this place and within this 
environment. From our sculpture garden and free arts programs for families to nature 
photography competitions to celebrations of wildfowl artists from near and far, the museum 
celebrates these connections between art, nature and tradition. 

Salisbury has great potential to intertwine arts into the core of the city. Great cities are known for 
their arts footprint. Salisbury may not compete directly with cities like Baltimore or New York in 
terms of scale, but where we can eclipse these centers is depth. Successful cities embrace 
history to reap social and fiscal rewards. Arts are an integral part of the character of rich and 
poor, young and old, rural and urban. Investing in the arts is to invest existing dividends into the 
city's future success. 

The arts make cities competitive and vital. They provide jobs and form connections that bridge 
and strengthen communities. Last year, the Ward Museum's economic impact for the region was 
quantified in excess of $6.1 million annually; the economic impact of the arts in Maryland is 
measured in the billions. There is enormous potential here. The more we as a community 
support celebrate and embrace art, the more our city will thrive, both economically and socially. 
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Lora Bottinelli is the executive director of Salisbury University's Ward Museum of 
Wildfowl Art, secretary/treasurer of the Maryland State Arts Council and treasurer of the 
Lower Eastern Shore Heritage Council. 
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