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To be effective, the Official Zoning Map must:

 Meet the specific requirements outlined in a jurisdiction’s adopted zoning ordinance 
(also referred to as the zoning code)

 Be regularly and meticulously updated

 Be accessible to all decision makers, stakeholders, and the general public

CHAPTER ONE: 
PRESERVING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP



Planning.Maryland.gov

I. Getting Started:

Locating the Official Ordinance and Zoning Map

 Does your workgroup have a copy of the jurisdiction’s zoning ordinance/code?

 Can you locate the map identified as the official zoning map?

 If YES, where are they located?

 If NO, to either question, contact your county planning office, town clerk, or ask the 
Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) Regional Planner assigned to your jurisdiction for 
assistance.

https://planning.maryland.gov/Pages/OurWork/local-planning-staff.aspx
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 Is the official zoning map displayed and accessible to the public?

 If YES, where is it located?

 If not currently displayed, can an accessible location be identified?

 If YES, where will it be located/displayed?

Important: Be sure to note and share its location with board members/commissioners, 
stakeholders and the general public.
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 Are the zoning ordinance/code and official zoning map available online?

 If YES, on which websites are they located and what are the links (URLs)? 

 If not currently available online, can they be added to the municipal and/or county 
website? 

 If YES, where will it be located and what will be the links (URLs)?

Important: Be sure to note and share their online location(s) with board/commission 
members, stakeholders and the general public.
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 If NO, consider establishing a section of the zoning ordinance dedicated to the official 
zoning map

II. Reviewing the Zoning Ordinance/Code:

 Does the zoning ordinance/code have an official zoning map section?

 If YES, note the ordinance/code section Number. Example:
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 Does the jurisdiction’s zoning ordinance/code have official zoning map requirements?

 If YES, note what these requirements are
 Example:     

 If NO, consider establishing local requirements for 
the jurisdiction’s official zoning map in the specific 
ordinance section dedicated to the zoning map

§ 175-2. Zoning Map.
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 If the ordinance/code has an official zoning map section, does the zoning map conform 
to ALL zoning ordinance requirements listed?
 If NO, what requirements are missing?

 Does the zoning ordinance require the Official Zoning Map to be physically displayed in 
a certain location, such as the Town Hall?
Example Map Below
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Example 2: Does the Official Zoning Map contain a signature block?

        
   

 If No, consider adding a signature block to the map legend, adding a signature 
requirement to your zoning code requirements, and ensure that the official 
zoning map, online copy, and copies for planning board/commission members is 
all signed.
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Example 3: Does the official zoning map list an effective date?

        
   

Considerations:

1. The effective date 
of the map may 
depend on the date 
of any required 
signatures.

2. Official stamps or 
seals may also be 
required.

1

2

May 2, 2015

 If No, consider adding an effective date to the map legend, and/or amending the 
zoning code/ordinance to require it be displayed on the official zoning map. 
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III. Changes to the Official Zoning Map: 

 Check your resolution history. Have any of the following changes been made after the 
effective date listed on the official zoning map?

• Annexations (municipalities only) 
• Comprehensive re-zonings (all jurisdictions)
• Corrections to errors (all jurisdictions)

 If YES, can copies of all adopted annexation resolutions, comprehensive zoning 
resolutions, or records of mapping errors be located?
 Where can they be located?
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III. Changes to the Official Zoning Map (cont’d): 

Important: If relevant copies cannot be located, be sure to note all missing     
resolutions and contact the jurisdiction’s attorney, and if needed, your Regional 
Planner. 

The official zoning map, including the map index, will need to be updated to reflect the 
changes identified in these resolutions.
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A. Annexations -- Municipalities: 

If there have been any annexations, do the annexation parcels:
 

 Appear within the municipal boundary on the official zoning map?

 If NO, the Official Zoning Map must be amended to reflect the new annexation 
boundary.

      Example:

  
 

New annexation boundary (2021).
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A.  Annexations -- Municipalities (cont’d): 

If there have been any annexations, does each annexation parcel:
 

 Reflect the municipal zoning classification(s) listed in the applicable annexation 
resolution?

 If NO, the Official Zoning Map must be amended to reflect the new municipal   
zoning classification(s).

      Example:

  
 

The new annexation area (2021) 
and new zoning are not reflected 
on the online zoning map (2023).
This map must be amended.
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A.  Annexations -- Municipalities (cont’d): 

If there have been any annexations:
 

 Is the annexation resolution indexed on the official zoning map?

 If NO, consider annotating the resolution in the index.

     Example:
  
 The annexation resolution is indexed 

on the Official Zoning Map legend.
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A.  Annexations -- Municipalities (cont’d): 

If the official zoning map has been updated to reflect any annexations, does it:
 

 Match the municipal boundary presented on MDP’s FINDER Online website?

 If NO, contact your Regional Planner to report any mapping discrepancies.

Example:

  
 

The annexed 
area appears 
on MDP's 
Finder map 
and matches 
the town's 
annexation 
boundary.

https://apps.planning.maryland.gov/finderonline/
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A.  Annexations -- Municipalities (cont’d): 

If the official zoning map has been updated to reflect annexations, does it:
 

 Match the municipal boundary presented on related county maps such as zoning, water 
and sewer service areas, etc.?

 If NO, then contact the county and report any mapping discrepancies.

Example:

  
 

The annexed 
area appears 
on the county 
GIS map and 
matches the 
town's 
annexation 
boundary.
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A.  Annexations -- Municipalities (cont’d): 

If the official zoning map has been updated to reflect annexations, do the annexed parcel(s):
 

 Reflect the appropriate Priority Funding Area (PFA) category?

 If NO, contact your Regional Planner to determine how or if a PFA change is 
necessary. 

Example:
  
 

Note: PFA categories 
can include: 
• County PFAs

• Municipal PFAs

• PFA Comment

• Annexed but Not PFA, 
or

• No PFAs.

The annexed 
area appears 
on the PFA 
map and has 
been 
assigned the 
correct PFA 
category

https://mdpgis.mdp.state.md.us/PFA/publicinfotemplate/index.html
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B.  Re-zonings  -- All Jurisdictions:

 If there have been any rezoning resolutions, does the new zoning category for the 
rezoned parcel(s) appear on the official zoning map? 

  

 Example 1:
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B. Re-zonings -- All Jurisdictions (Cont’d):

 If NO, then the official zoning map must be amended to reflect the new zoning  
category(s). 

Example 2:

 

  

  

The new 
zoning for the 
annexed area 
does not 
appear on the 
Official 
Zoning 
Map.  This 
map must be 
amended. 
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B.  Re-zonings -- All Jurisdictions:

 If there have been any rezoning resolutions, are the new zoning ordinances/ 
resolutions listed in the official zoning map index? 

  

If NO, then the official zoning map should be amended to reflect the new zoning 
resolutions on the official zoning map index.

Example:
  

  

  
   

The index lists the date, resolution number and 
summary of the zoning map changes. 
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D.  Communicating Changes to Interested Parties -– All Jurisdictions:

 Does the zoning ordinance/code require that planning board members/commissioners 
receive copies of all adopted text and map amendments?

 If YES, be sure to provide each member/commissioner with a copy of the most recent 
Official Zoning Map and map index.

 If NO, consider adopting a procedure or amending the zoning ordinance/code to 
provide each member/commissioner with a copy of the most recent text and map 
amendments.
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D.   Communicating Changes to Interested Parties -– All Jurisdictions (cont’d):

Reminder: To be complete and up-to-date, the map and index should include ALL:

 Adopted resolution numbers and date
 Zoning changes, text and map
 Annexation boundaries
 Corrections to errors (found during this CheckUp)
 Required signatures and effective dates
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D.  Communicating Changes to Interested Parties -– All Jurisdictions:

 Has your jurisdiction submitted the copies of the official zoning map and map index to 
your Regional Planner? 

 If NO, you are advised to submit a copy of both to your Regional Planner and to 
provide GIS layers, if available. 

Note: Your Regional Planner will ensure the copy is also submitted to the Maryland State 
Data Center (MSDC).
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D.  Communicating Changes to Interested Parties -– Municipalities:

 Has your municipality submitted copies of the official zoning map and map index to your 
county planning department? 

 If NO, you are advised to submit a copy of both to your county planning department and 
to provide GIS layers, if available.

 
 

  
 



Planning.Maryland.gov

“Final CheckUp”
To complete this exercise, your official zoning map should:

1. Reflect the requirements as specified in the local zoning code or ordinance.

 a. Signatures      Y N
 b. Effective Date     Y N
 c. Other      Y N N/A

CHAPTER ONE: 
PRESERVING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
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“Final CheckUp” (cont’d)

2. Be displayed in conspicuous public space.  Y N
 
 a. Copied to planning board members/commissioners Y N N/A
 b. Be consistent with website map version  Y N N/A
 c. Official zoning map and website map match  Y N N/A 

CHAPTER ONE: 
PRESERVING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
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“Final CheckUp” (cont’d)

3. Include an Index Resolution # for:

 a. Annexations      Y  N N/A
 b. Rezonings                   Y N N/A
 c. Text Changes     Y N N/A

CHAPTER ONE: 
PRESERVING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
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“Final CheckUp” (cont’d)

4. Submitted to MDP, including GIS layers?         Y N N/A

5. Submitted to county planning, including GIS layers?     Y      N      N/A

CHAPTER ONE: 
PRESERVING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
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You May Now Proceed to Chapter Two
of the

Maryland Zoning CheckUp! 

Please contact your Regional Planner should you have questions 
or require assistance.
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