
County Municipality ADU or ADU-like 
Ordinance? (Y/N) 

Terms Used in Ordinance Link to Zoning Ordinance Home Page (If Available Online) Code Section(s) Definition ADU Purpose Statement Zoning Districts in which ADUs are Permitted By-right, By-right (subject to conditions), Conditional, or Special 
Exception

ADU Density/Quantity Provisions or Allowances Lot and Bulk Requirements or Restrictions Design Standards Parking Requirements Utilities Other

Allegany Yes Accessory Dwelling Units https://ecode360.com/14699586 360-087 and 360-129 Not defined Dwelling units as accessory uses in the B-1, B-2, and I Districts. New 
dwelling units associated with commercial or industrial uses may be 
permitted as accessory uses in the B-1, B-2, and I Districts where the 
dwelling units are clearly subordinate in size to the commercial or 
industrial use. The owner of the dwelling units must also own the 
associated commercial or industrial use.

By-right with conditions Residential accessory structures may be located within side or rear yards per § 360-126. No residential 
accessory structure may be located within the front yard in urban districts.

Dwelling units must be built in conformance with the Maryland Building Performance Code as adopted by Allegany 
County.

Not defined for accessory structures

Cumberland Yes Guest House https://library.municode.com/md/cumberland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTII
CUCO_CH25ZO_ARTVIZODIRE_S25-134ACUSST

Section 25-134 Guesthouse means a structure that is detached from the principal dwelling unit on the 
same parcel of land that is used from time to time for temporary occupancy not to exceed 
thirty (30) consecutive days. Said structure shall not contain kitchen facilities and shall be 
approved by the city fire department regarding location and accessibility of fire protection 
equipment.

Accessory buildings, structures or uses include, but are not limited to, 
a private garage, garden shed or barn, guesthouse, private playhouse, 
private greenhouse, private swimming pool, home garden, nursery or 
greenhouse, home occupation, residential accessory structure or use 
(garage, shed), solar energy system, temporary structure or use, 
tennis court, windmill, antenna (including dish or tower), and the like.

Residential Zones By-right Density determined by underlying zoning district Lot requirements based on underlying zoning district requirements Not defined for guest houses Run from existing lot and principal use building or structure.

Frostburg Yes Accessory Structure/Accessory Use https://library.municode.com/md/frostburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICO
OR_APXAZOOR_PT6GEPRPA_S6.5ACUS

Appendix A Part 6 Sec 6.5 Accessory Structure: A structure that is a) subordinate to and serves the principal 
structure; b) is located on the same lot as the principal structure; and c) is not attached by 
any common wall or by a common roof to the main structure. Accessory structure under 
this Ordinance does not pertain to a separate dwelling unit not attached to the principal 
dwelling.

Accessory Use: A use which a) is subordinate to and services the 
principal use, b) takes place on the same lot as the principal use, and 
c) is a use which is clearly incidental to customarily found in 
connection with and, except as otherwise provided in this Zoning 
Ordinance, is located on the same lot as the principal use of the 
premises. Accessory use under this ordinance does not pertain to a 
separate dwelling unit not attached to the principal dwelling

All residential zones. By-right except by SE in C3 zone Density determined by underlying zoning district Location of Accessory Structures. An accessory structure shall not be located within the required 
minimum front yard and also shall be subject to the regulations provided herein:(1)Accessory 
structures shall be setback at least three (3) feet from alley rights-of-way and from lot lines, 
except:(a)The setback shall be six (6) feet in the R-1 district for structures of over one hundred (100) 
square feet of floor area,(b)A setback is not required along the same lot line along which buildings 
(such as townhouses) are attached, and(c)An animal shelter shall meet the principal building setbacks 
for the district, unless a more restrictive provision is stated elsewhere in this Ordinance.(d)If a structure 
is to be located five (5) feet or less from the property line and adjacent to another property, fire rated 
construction must be used on the side of the building for all material, including siding, roofing, soffit, 
fascia, etc.(2)Corner Lots. If a lot is adjacent to two (2) streets, any accessory structure shall meet the 
minimum side yard requirements for a principal building along the street that is not the front lot line.

Must meet IBC building code 1 space per bedroom for person over the age of 18. Run from same parcel it is located on. 

Lonaconing No
Westernport No
Barton No
Luke No
Midland No

Anne Arundel Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-
117873

Section 18-10-121 A smaller dwelling unit located on the same lot as a principal single-family detached 
dwelling.

Conditional in all residential districts except R-22 and on land 
designated RCA-Resource Conservation Area in the Chesapeake Bay 
Critical Area

Conditional Maximum of one ADU Setbacks for detached ADU are setbacks specified for accessory structures in each zoning district; ADU 
in a detached structure may not exceed the lesser of 800 square feet or 50% of the floor area of the 
principal single-family detached dwelling

Must have separate entrance 1 parking space Bill 6-23 (passed 1/23) exempts ADUs from development impact fees and alters the 
conditions ADUs must comply with; must be owner occupied; short-term rental of 
the property as a whole is allowed; ADU fact sheet

Annapolis Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit https://library.municode.com/md/annapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT21
PLZO

Section 21.64.010 An accessory building, or portion of a building, designed or used exclusively for residential 
occupancy that is located in a single family dwelling or on the same lot and is subject to 
the use standards in Section 21.64.010 of this Zoning Code and the bulk regulations for 
buildings accessory to single-family dwellings.

Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a residential unit that can be added 
within an existing single family home or as an addition to a single 
family home (attached), created by a garage conversion (attached or 
detached), or added as a new structure on your lot (detached). In all 
cases, ADUs are independent units that have their own kitchens, 
bathrooms, living areas and entrances.

Permitted (subject to standards): R1A, R1B, R1, R2, R3, R3-R, R4-R. 
Special Exception (subject to standards): R2-NC, R3-NC, R3-NC2, C1, 
C1A

By right, some special exception Maximum of one ADU Unless located within existing building footprint of principal structure, ADU can't exceed 850 SF Must have separate ingress and egress City has helpful ADU Guide website; rental license required; owner must reside in the 
ADU or principal structure; addition of impervious surface not allowed

Highland Beach No https://www.highlandbeachmd.org/vertical/sites/%7B713F972E-B82A-469B-B775-
6B2C4787F835%7D/uploads/Highland Beach Zoning Ordinance.pdf
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Baltimore City No https://ca.baltimorecity.gov/codes/Art%2032%20-%20Zoning.pdf

https://baltimore.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3336811&GUID=57BF1EEF-
507B-4015-B795-897E6B8294FC&Options=&Search=

1-303(s), 1-306(j) ,Ord. 16-581; ADU Bill #: 18-0188 § 15-504. Carriage house. (a) An accessory carriage house existing on June 5, 2017, in 
a Residential District or in an OR District may be converted into a single-family 
detached dwelling, if: (1) the building contains at least 350 square feet of gross floor 
area; and (2) all other requirements of this Code are met. (b) In addition, if an existing 
carriage house is converted into a dwelling unit, it cannot be enlarged by any 
alteration that would increase the building height or footprint by more than 20%.

Baltimore County Yes Accessory Apartment https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/zoning_regulations?nodeId
=ZONING_CODE_ART4SPRE_S400ACBUREZO_S400.4ACAP

Section 400.4; 101.1; of the BCZR A second living quarters within a principal single-family detached dwelling or within an 
accesory building situated on the same lot as the principal single-family detached dwelling 
and in compliance with Section 400, with dedicated bathing an cooking facilities, and 
located on owner-occupied property, subject to the following: A. The Owner may occupy 
either the principal dwelling or the accessory apartment; B. The occupant(s) of the 
accessory apartment and the occupant(s) of the principal single-family detached dwelling 
shall be [immediate] family, related [as gradnparents, parents, or parents' children] by 
blood, marriage or adoption; and C. [The accessory apartment is provided without 
compensation; an D.] The accessory apartment, whether located within the principal 
dwelling or in the accessory building, shall comply with all laws, regulations, and codes 
affecting residential occupancy

Residential By right N/A 1,200 sq ft on lot greater than one acre, 800 sq ft on lot smaller than one acre N/A N/A May not have separate utilities. May only by occupied by relatives without rent being charged.

Calvert Yes Apartment, Accessory to a Residence https://ecode360.com/CA1802Z Section 3-1.03 A second dwelling unit either within or added to a single-family detached dwelling, or in a 
separate accessory structure on the same lot as the principal dwelling, that functions as a 
complete, independent living facility with provisions for cooking, eating, sanitation, and 
sleeping

Farm and Forest District (FFD), Rural Community District (RCD), 
Residential District (RD), Agricultural Preservation District (APD),  
Historic District (HD), Light Industrial District (I-1), Employment 
Center District (EC)

Conditional In all Districts, only one accessory apartment shall be created on each 
single-family lot. See Section 8-1.05.D.3 for provisions regarding 
accessory apartments in the Critical Area

In the I-1 and EC Districts, accessory apartments shall only be permitted on properties on which a 
house existed as of the effective date of this condition (05/01/06) unless the house and apartment are 
constructed on an approved family conveyance lot;

1 parking space Owner must obtain health department approval; lot owner must occupy at least one 
of the dwelling units; only one kitchen

Chesapeake Beach Yes Accessory Dwelling https://ecode360.com/15165141 Section 290-11(A) A dwelling unit which is either attached to a dwelling as defined herein or is located in an 
accessory building, as defined herein.

Conditional in all residential zones (R-LD, R-MD, R-HD, RV-1, RV-2, 
Residential Planning Community District (RPC), Neighborhood 
Commercial District (NC)  Town Commercial District (TC)  

Conditional Only one accessory apartment will be allowed on a lot Determined by district where located Accessory dwellings must be architecturally compatible with the principal dwelling on the lot in terms of similarity 
of building materials, roof type, and roofline.

2 off-street parking spaces in addition to those reqiured for the 
principal dwelling.

Lot must be served by public water and sewer Limited to owner-occupied lots that are at least 7,500 SF; limited to a total of 650 SF 
floor area; site plan is required

North Beach Yes Accessory Apartment https://www.northbeachmd.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif4786/f/uploads/north_beach_zonin
g_ordinance_august_2016.pdf

Section 17-3-301 A second dwelling unit either within an existing single-family detached dwelling or in a 
separate accessory structure on the same lot as the principal single family detached 
dwelling for use as a complete and independently living facility with separate kitchen and 
bathroom facilities

Conditional in both residential zones (R-1 and R-2), Commercial 
Mixed Use, Waterfront Limited, and Waterfront Renaissance

Conditional Only one accessory apartment will be allowed on a lot Determined by district where located Must meet all requirements of the Town Minimum Livability Cose and the Internal Property Maintenance Code. The 
exterior appearance of the accessory apartment must be compatible with the principal structure

at least 1 parking space must be provided Owner of the lot must occupy at least one of the dwelling units on the lot; lot must 
be 5,000 SF

Caroline Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit https://www.carolinemd.org/DocumentCenter/View/178/25_Zoning-Ordinance?bidId= Chapter 175 Section 175-83 Separate living quarters within the principle dwelling or in a detached accessory structure 
containing its own kitchen, living and sleeping areas.

Permitted with Exception VC, VN, R, R-1, R-2, C-1, C-2, I-2 Special Exception Only one accessary dwelling unit allowed on a lot 400 - 1,000 square feet and not larger than 50% of the total area of the principal dwelling and not 
located not  further than 100 feet from the principle dwelling

Must be located within the builing envelope and may not be located closer to the front lot line than the principle 
dwelling 

Adequate parking must be considered by the BOA Shall not have separate water and sewer facilities from the principal dwelling The owner must occupy the principal or accessory unit. The principal and accessory 
unit must be in common ownership and shall not be subdivided from each other. 
Need approval from adjacent property owners within 500 feet

Denton Yes Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/attachment/DE1138/DE1138-128g%20Appendix%20VII.pdf 
Official Table of Use Regulations, Attachment 7, Zoning Chapter 128 Denton Town Code 
128-69  Accessory Apartments

Chapter 128 Section 128-69 and Attachment 7 A separate complete housekeeping unit that is clearly subordinate to the principal single-
family unit or a commecial structure, but can be isolated from it, and which does not 
exceed 30% of the first floor square footage of the principal structure

Permitted in PN. Conditional use in SR, TR, MR, GC, CBC, CM, MI, RA. By right in PN zone and Conditional in listed zones N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Federalsburg Yes additional dwelling unit (accessory dwelling unit) http://federalsburg-md.elaws.us/code/coor_ch45_artviii_sec45-18
§ 45-18. § 185-39 Uses accessory to dwellings.

one additional dwelling unit (accessory dwelling unit) as part of a 
primary dwelling unit

In Resource Conservation Area only By right  within the primary dwelling unit or its entire perimeter is within 100 feet 
of the primary dwelling unit and does not exceed 900 square feet in total 
enclosed areas

may not be subdivided or conveyed separately from the primary dwelling unit

Goldsboro Yes Accessory Apartment https://goldsboromd.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Land-Development-
Ordinance.pdf

6.2 An accessory apartment in a single-family dwelling provided that only one accessory 
apartment is created on a single residential lot, the accessory apartment is clearly 
subordinate to the principal dwelling, the principal
dwelling is owner-occupied, and the property owner obtains County Health Department 
Approval for the additional use based on a review of the water and sewerage 
requirements for the accessory apartment;

By-right in Neighborhood Conservation (NC), R-1 Single Family 
Residential, Town Center Mixed-Use (TC), and Commercial

Residential structures should be designed to reflect this community's building tradition,
Residences housing more than one family should be designed to emulate traditional buildings of this nature in 
Caroline's historic settlements or should be designed to resemble large single-familv residences

Greensboro Yes Accessory structures shall comply with 
the International Residential Code. 

code_update_2018_bb_final_9.12.18.pdf (greensboromd.org) 7.06 Land Use and Density; Section 101.2 Exception 1; 
Article V  3-21. Mobile Homes;

 Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single family dwellings 
(townhouses) not more than three stories above grade plane in height with a separate 
means of egress and their accessory structures shall comply with the International 
Residential Code  

Henderson No
Hillsboro Yes Accessory dwelling units Dropbox - Town Ordinances - Reduced.pdf - Simplify your life III.P.; 106.1.1.2 Accessory dwelling units (attached, detached, conversions), under 600 s.f. Permanent construction, as used in this definition, does not include 

land preparation...nor does it include the installation on the property 
of accessory buildings such as garages or sheds not
occupied as dwelling units or not as part of the main structure

By-right

Marydel No
Preston No Building, Accessory https://www.prestonmaryland.us/permitszoning/subdivisionregulation.pdf A minor building that is located on the same lot as a principal building and is used 

incidentally to a principal building or houses an accessory use.
Ridgely No https://ridgelymd.org/ordinances-codes/
Templeville No

Carroll Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-
32885

158.071.02 (A) (8), 158.075.02 (A) (2) N/A N/A Agricultural/conservation and residential districts. By right Maximum two bedrooms; maximum one ADU 1000 sq ft livable area; detached shall have at least 3 acre lot within 50 ft of primary residence, Two off-street parking spaces per detached ADU N/A Owner must occupy either primary residence or ADU; ADU must have access from 
outside directly

Hampstead No
Manchester No No accessory building may be used for habitation
Mount Airy No
New Windsor Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit, also called Accessory 

Apartment if attached.
https://ecode360.com/11478280#11478280 § 215-16 A dwelling unit which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use or 

building and located on the same lot with such principal use or building. "Accessory 
dwelling units" shall be counted as outbuildings

R-1, R-2 Conditional Whichever is less: 800 sq ft or 1/3 of the principle dwelling unit, no more than 75% of the lot sq ft Owner must occupy one of the units. Also allows for Bed and Breakfasts

Sykesville No
Taneytown No
Union Bridge Yes Accessory Dwellings https://www.townofub.org/CODE.%2012.21.17.pdf Section 7.3 R-20,000 and Historic District (allowed uses, unclear if allows for new 

construction)
Unclear No more than 2 stories/20 ft in height For domestic employee or relative, or maximum 4 boarders by a resident family

Westminster No
Cecil Yes Dwelling with Accessory Apartment Zoning Ordinance Section 54.4; Section 74 Section 54.4; Section 74 Accessory Structure (No definition of Accessory Apartment). A detached structure on the 

same parcel of property as the principal structure, the use of which is incidental to the 
principal structure, e.g., a shed or detached garage. Shall only be permitted for occupancy 
by a member of the immediate family. The owner shall occupy at least one of the dwelling 
units on the premisis. An accessory apartment may be located either in the principal 
dwelling unit or in an accessory building. The minimum floor area for an accessory 
apartment within a principal dwelling shall be three hundred (300) square feet but in no 
case shall it exceed thirty percent (30%) of the gross floor area of the dwelling in which it 
is located. For accessory apartments located in accessory buildings, the minimum floor 
area shall also be three hundred (300) square feet, there shall be no more than two 
(2)bedrooms in the apartment and the apartment shall not occupy more than 50% of the 
accessory structure.There shall be no more than one (1) accessory apartment permitted 
per existing single family dwelling.  If an accessory apartment is located in the principal 
dwelling building, the entry to such unit and its design shall be such that, to the degree 
reasonably feasible, the appearance of the building will remain as a single-family 
residential structure and that no external entrance that faces a road or street will be 

 

NAR, SAR, RR, MH, LDR, ST, UR, VR, RM, RMU, EMU althouth Table 
and text on Section 74 do not match. Only NAR, SAR, RR, LDR, ST, UR, 
VR and MH listed in Section 74. Confirming with County Staff 
8/28/23

By-right in RM, RMU, EMU and Conditional in NAR, SAR, RR, MH, LDR, ST, UR, VR Not specific in Schedule of Zone Regulations Table The minimum floor area for an accessory apartment within a principal dwelling shall be three hundred 
(300) square feet but in no case shall it exceed thirty percent (30%) of the gross floor area of the 
dwelling in which it is located. For accessory apartments located in accessory buildings, the minimum 
floor area shall also be three hundred (300) square feet, there shall be no more than two (2) bedrooms 
in the apartment and the apartment shall not occupy more than 50% of the accessory structure.

If an accessory apartment is located in the principal dwelling building, the entry to such unit and its design shall be 
such that, to the degree reasonably feasible, the appearance of the building will remain as a single-family residential 
structure and that no external entrance that faces a road or street will be added.

Confirming with County staff 8/28/23 Owner must occupy at least one of the dwelling  units on premesis.

Cecilton Yes Accessory apartment https://www.ceciltonmd.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Comprehensive-Plan-Final-
min.pdf

Chapter 9 Accessory apartments are allowed, through the Town Zoning Ordinances, under certain 
conditions with  adequate safeguards to protect the character of the existing residential 
neighborhoods. Both the homeowner and the community can benefit from the presence 
of accessory apartments, if they are carefully managed. The most obvious public benefit of 
accessory apartments is that they offer a source of inexpensive housing units in the 
community with virtually no conversion of land use to produce them. Accessory 
apartments are affordable-cost housing units and can reduce the need for some new 
development. 

Special Exception Provide for Parking and Traffic — These provisions will mandate that the 
existing parking pattern not  be altered and that off street parking be 
provided. 
 Guarding Against Visual Change in the Neighborhood—These provisions 
will generally restrict the owner from making external alterations to the 
structure such as adding a second entrance on the front of the house. 

 Specifying Minimum Apartment Sizes—These provisions should limit the size of the accessory 
apartment as it relates to the main unit to ensure that the accessory unit is clearly secondary. 
Minimum size of apartments will be designated in the Cecil County Housing Code ordinance. 

 Restrict the Age of Homes to Be Converted—These provisions will discourage builders from taking 
advantage of an accessory apartment provision as a backdoor route to two-family development and 
limit conversion to existing structures. 

Charlestown Yes ACCESSORY APARTMENT – (See definition – 
Dwelling) [Added 3-14-2023 by Ord. No.
2023-01]
ACCESSORY USE OR STRUCTURE - A use or structure 
on the same lot with and of a nature 
customarily incidental and subordinate to the 
principal use or structure

https://www.charlestownmd.org/wp-content/uploads/Chapter-175-Zoning.pdf Notwithstanding limitations imposed by other provisions of this chapter, a single-family dwelling and 
customary accessory structures may be erected on any single lot of record in existence on the effective 
date of adoption or amendment of this chapter. 

Chesapeake City No In-law or Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/37562319?highlight=accessory&searchId=4236639638481472#
37562319

A separate complete housekeeping unit that is substantially contained within the 
structure of a single-family unit or a commercial structure, but can be isolated from it.

Elkton Yes Accessory Apartment Zoning Ordinance, Article XII Supplementary Use Regulatons, Section 1. Article XII, Supplementary Use Regulations, Section 1 Accessory Apartment. A dwelling unit located within a permitted detached, single-family 
dwelling unit and which provides complete housekeeping facilities for an individual or 
family. (See Article XII, Section 1)

R-1, R-2, R-3, RO and PUD Districts Conditional An accessory apartment shall be located in the principal dwelling unit. 
Number of accessory apartments per dwelling unit. There shall be no 
more than one (1)
accessory apartment permitted per existing single family dwelling

Apartment size. The minimum floor area for an accessory apartment within a principal dwelling shall 
be three hundred (300) square feet but in no case shall it exceed thirty percent (30%) of the gross floor 
area of the dwelling in which it is located.

Exterior appearance. The entry to such unit and its design shall be such that, to the degree reasonably feasible, the 
appearance of the building will remain as a single-family residential structure and that no external entrance that 
faces a road or street will be added.

Off-street parking. Off-street parking shall be provided in 
accordance with the standards and requirements of Article XVII.

The owner of the residential dwelling unit in which the accessory apartment is to be 
located shall occupy at least one of the dwelling units on the premises.

North East Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit https://www.northeastmd.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/ARTICLE-06-
NEZO.doc.pdf

Zoning Ordinance Article 6. Section 6-27. Accessory 
Dwelling Unit

a. Create new housing units while respecting the look and scale of 
single-family dwelling neighborhoods; b. Increase the housing stock of 
existing neighborhoods in a manner that is less intense than 
alternatives; c. Allow more efficient use of existing housing stock and 
infrastructure; d. Provide a mix of housing that responds to changing 
family needs; e. Provide a means for residents, particularly seniors, 
single parents, and families with grown children, to remain in their 
homes and neighborhoods, and obtain extra income, security, 
companionship and services; and f. Provide a broader range of 
affordable housing.

R-1, R-2, R-4 Districts Special Exception in the R-1 and R-2 Districts and By-right in the R-4 District An accessory dwelling unit may be located on the same lot as a detached 
single family dwelling unit in the “R-1”, “R-2”, “VC” and “R-4” districts. An 
accessory dwelling unit may not be located on the same lot as a 
twofamily dwelling, townhouse or multi-family dwelling.

Design Standards a. Purpose. Standards for creating accessory dwelling units address the following purposes: (1) 
Ensure that accessory dwelling units are compatible with the desired character and livability of residential districts; 
(2) Respect the general building scale and placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on the lot, 
such as driveways and yards; and (3) Ensure that accessory dwelling units are smaller in size than the principal 
residential unit. Location of Entrances. Only one entrance may be located on thefront facade of the principal 
dwelling facing the street, unless theprincipal dwelling contained additional front facade entrances before the 
accessory dwelling unit was created. Accessory dwelling units created through the addition of floor area mustmeet 
the following standards:

a. The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match in type, size, and placement, the exterior finish 
materials of the principal dwelling.
b. The roof pitch must be the same as the predominant roof pitch of the principal dwelling. The Planning 
Commission may permit a different roof pitch if needed due to the shape of the roof on the existing principal 
dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof
pitch will maintain a compatible appearance.
c. Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the type, size and location as the trim used on 
the rest of the principal dwelling.
d. Windows must match those in the principal dwelling in proportion and orientation.
e. Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the eaves on the rest of the principal dwelling. 

(1) No additional parking space is required for the accessory 
dwelling unit if it is created on a site with an existing house and 
on-street parking is permitted and adequate. (2) One additional 
parking space located on or within 100 feet of the lot is required 
for the accessory dwelling unit: (a) when none of the roadways in 
abutting streets can accommodate on-street parking or (b) when 
the accessory dwelling unit is created at the same time as the 
principal dwelling.

Creation. An accessory dwelling unit may only be created through the following 
methods: (1) Converting existing living area, attic, or basement; (2) Adding floor area; 
(3) An accessory building, attached or detached, may not be converted to an 
accessory dwelling unit. Maximum Size. The size of an accessory dwelling unit may 
be no more than fifty (50%) percent of the living area of the principal dwelling or 
eight-hundred (800) square feet, whichever is less. 

Perryville
Port Deposit
Rising Sun Yes Accessory residential structure https://www.risingsunmd.org/egov/documents/1602781337_27854.pdf Section 12-607 An accessory residential structure may be permitted as a Special 

Exception by the Board of Appeals as infill development in any 
residential zone subject to the conditions (Section 12-607)

Special Exception Infill buildings shall be limited to no more than 60 percent of the total 
floor area of the 
principal residential structure on the site

The site coverage of the rear yard secondary residence and existing accessory buildings 
shall not exceed 40 percent of the rear yard.

 The architectural style of the infill building is deemed to be compatible with that of the 
principal residential structure and the adjoining neighborhood.

Charles Yes Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/26905804 Section 297-212(23) A second dwelling unit that is part of an existing one-family detached dwelling or is 
located in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the main dwelling, for use as 
a complete, independent facility with provision within the accessory apartment for 
cooking, eating, personal sanitation and sleeping. Such a dwelling unit is subordinate to 
the main dwelling.

Permitted with conditions: Agricultural Conservation (AC), Rural 
Conservation (RC), Rural Residential (RR), Village Residential (RV), Low-
Density Residential (RL), Medium-Density Residential (RM), High-
Density Residential (RH), Residential Office (RO), Mixed Use (MX), 
Transit Oriented Development (TOD), Core Employment Residential 
(CER), Core Mixed Residential (CMR), Core Retail Residential (CRR), 
Hughesville Village Core (HVC), Hughesville Village Gateway (HVG), 
and Hughesville Village Residential (HVR).

Conditional Maximum of one ADU The minimum floor area for an accessory apartment within a principal dwelling shall be 300 square 
feet, but in no case shall it exceed 50% of the gross floor area of the dwelling in which it is located.

If an accessory apartment is located in the principal dwelling building, the entry to such unit and its design shall, to 
the degree reasonably feasible, reflect the appearance of the single-family residential structure. No external 
entrance that faces a road or street shall be added to either the principal dwelling or an accessory building.

2 spaces Approval of proposed method of water and sewer must be obtained from the County 
Health Department before zoning permit is issued

Indian Head Yes Accessory Apartment https://www.townofindianhead.org/vertical/Sites/%7B5AEA0774-675E-4248-A724-
BBA35DC69A8D%7D/uploads/2021-04_Final_Zoning_Ordinance_with_map_ss.pdf

Section 1103 A second dwelling unit either in or added to an existing single-family detached dwelling, 
or in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the main dwelling, for use as a 
complete, independent living facility. Such a dwelling is an accessory use to the main 
dwelling

Accessory apartments in the residential zones. It is the specific 
purpose and intent of this Chapter to allow accessory apartments 
through conversion of existing larger residential structures located in 
those zones permitting residential uses and to provide the 
opportunity and encouragement to meet the special housing needs of 
single persons and couples of low and moderate income, both young 
and old, as well as relatives of families currently residing in the Town 
of Indian Head. It is furthermore the intent and purpose of this 
provision to allow the more efficient use of the Town's existing 
housing stock

Permitted with conditions: Single-Family Residential Low Density (R-
1), Single-Family Residential Medium Density (R-2), Town Center 
Mixed Use (TCMX), Public Institute

Conditional Maximum of one ADU The minimum floor area for an accessory apartment within a principal dwelling shall be three hundred 
(300) square feet but in no case shall it exceed thirty percent (30%) of the gross floor area of the 
dwelling in which it is located. For accessory apartments located in accessory buildings, the minimum 
floor area shall also be three hundred (300) square feet, there shall be no more than two (2) bedrooms 
in the apartment, and the apartment shall not occupy more than 50% of the main structure.

When an accessory apartment is located in the principal dwelling building, the entry to such unit and its design shall 
be such that, to the degree reasonably feasible, the appearance of the building will remain as a singlefamily 
residential structure and that no external entrance that faces a road or street will be added.

2 spaces Prior to the issuance of a building permit for the establishment of an accessory apartment 
in an existing residential structure, or the conversion of an existing accessory building to an 
accessory apartment use, approval of the proposed method of water supply and sewage 
disposal shall be obtained

Owner of the residential dwelling unit in which the ADU is to be located must occupy 
at lease one of the dwelling units on the premises.

La Plata Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit https://library.municode.com/md/la_plata/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH191Z
O

Section 191-53(B)(1) An ADU is a self-contained apartment located in, or attached to, a principal owner-
occupied single-family dwelling, or located in a separate structure on the same lot as a 
principal owner-occupied single-family dwelling.

Permitted with conditions in all residential zones and the Central 
Business Transition Zone (CBT). 

Conditional Maximum of one ADU Must be located on a lot that is 5,000 square feet or greater. The accessory dwelling unit must relate to the design of the principal residence by use of the similar exterior wall 
materials, window types, door and window trims, roofing materials and roof pitch. Additionally, an external 
entrance for an accessory dwelling unit shall not face an adjoining residential property unless the unit is accessible 
from an alley or public street, and windows which face an adjoining residential property shall be designed to protect 
the privacy of neighbors; alternatively, fencing or landscaping shall be required to provide screening.

1 space Owner must reside in one of the dwelling units
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County Municipality ADU or ADU-like 
Ordinance? (Y/N) 

Terms Used in Ordinance Link to Zoning Ordinance Home Page (If Available Online) Code Section(s) Definition ADU Purpose Statement Zoning Districts in which ADUs are Permitted By-right, By-right (subject to conditions), Conditional, or Special 
Exception

ADU Density/Quantity Provisions or Allowances Lot and Bulk Requirements or Restrictions Design Standards Parking Requirements Utilities Other

Port Tobacco No
Dorchester Yes Dwelling, Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/10456401 ZONING - 155 Attachment 1 - Table of Permitted Uses 

by Zoning District [see Use Category "Residential", Use 
"Accessory Apartments"; § 155-58 Table of Minimum 
Required Parking Spaces by Use.

Accessory Apartment: A second dwelling unit which is located within an owner-occupied, 
single-family detached dwelling and which occupies no more than 800 square feet of floor 
area or 1/3 of the total area of the building, whichever is less. The property owner shall 
occupy the principal dwelling or the accessory apartment. For accessory apartments in 
the Critical Area, "dwelling unit" means a single unit providing complete, independent 
living facilities for at least one person, including permanent provisions for sanitation, 
cooking, eating, sleeping, and other activities routinely associated with daily life. 
"Dwelling unit" includes living quarters for a domestic or other employee or tenant, an in-
law or accessory apartment, a guest house, or a caretaker residence. In the Critical Area, a 
dwelling unit shall be located in a structure containing a minimum gross floor area of 600 
square feet.

None RC (Resource Conservation District), RR (Rural Residential District), RR-
C (Rural Residential-Conservation District), RR-RCA (Rural Residential - 
Resource Conservation Area District), AC (Agricultural Conservation 
District), AC-RCA (Agricultural Conservation - Resource Conservation 
Area District), SR (Suburban Residential District), SR-RCA (Suburban 
Residential - Resource Conservation Area District), V (Village District), 
B-1 (Neighborhood Business District)

By-Right One per lot and the property owner shall occupy the principal dwelling or 
the accessory apartment

An accessory apartment occupies no more than 800 square feet of floor area or 1/3 of the total area of 
the principal building, whichever is less. In the Critical Area, the prinicipal dwelling unit must have a 
minimum gross floor area of 600 square feet. Also see - ZONING - 155 Attachment 1 - Table of 
Permitted Uses by Zoning District [see Use Category "Residential", Use "Accessory Apartments" and 
"Accessory Apartments Cont'd" - "1. Minimum lot area must be at least 150% of the minimum lot
 area specified for the zoning district in which the lot is located."

See - ZONING - 155 Attachment 1 - Table of Permitted Uses by Zoning District [see Use Category "Residential", Use 
"Accessory Apartments" - "2. Except for an exterior entrance and necessary parking area there shall be no external 
evidence of the apartment"

One Space per Apartment N/A ZONING - 155 Attachment 1 - Table of Permitted Uses by Zoning District [see Use 
Category "Residential", Use "Accessory Apartments" & "Accessory Apartment Cont'd" 
there is a reference to Critical Area "Density" with states the accessory apartment 
must not exceed density permitted by the Critical Area Density - there is no 
indication that Accessory Apartments are not permitted in the same zones as 
Accessory Apartments outside of the Critical Area.

Brookview No
Cambridge Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) https://www.choosecambridge.com/DocumentCenter/View/1891/Cambridge-UDC-

with-signed-ordinances-83021?bidId=
4.2.3 (Unified Development Code - Standards for 
Conditional and Special Exception Uses), 9.2(Unified 
Development Code - Terms and Definitions), Table 1: 
(Permitted Uses By Zoning District). Critical Area 
Regulations - 8.3.1 and Table 7 (Critical Area - Permitted 
Uses) and 8.3.2.A (Supplemental Use Standards - 
Accessory Dwelling Unit)

Accessory Dwelling Unit: A separate complete living quarters that is either substantially 
contained within the structure of an owner occupied, primary, single-family dwelling unit, 
or a commercial structure, or located on the same parcel as the principal uses

None NC-1(Neighborhood Conservation 1),NC-2 Neighborhood 
Conservation 2), NC-3 (Neighborhood Conservation 3), NC-4 
Neighborhood Conservation 4), R (Residential), CMU (Commercial 
Mixed-Use), MR (Maritime Resort) and RC (Resource Conservation)

Special Exception with Conditions (SC): (NC-1, NC-2, NC-3, NC-4, R, CMU, MR) and By-Right 
(RC). Critical Area Overlay Intensely Developed Area (IDA), Limited Development Area (LDA), 
and Resource Conservation Area (RCA), allowed by Special Exception under City base zoning 
districts cited above, and must adhere to Critical Area Regulations.

There shall be no more than one ADU permitted per existing single-family 
dwelling. The owner of the property on which the ADU would be located 
shall reside in at least one of the dwelling units on the lot at all times. A 
mobile home or manufactured home may not be used as an ADU.

The lot shall either meet or exceed the minimum size requirements for a single-family detached lot in 
the district where located or be at least 5,000 square feet in size, whichever is greater, the only 
principal use on the lot at the time of application is a detached single-family dwelling, and the existing 
dwelling unit is the principal residence of the applicant(s). In no case shall the ADU: be more than 40% 
percent of the living area of the principal dwelling unit, contain more than 900 and less than 300 
square feet in area, have a footprint greater than 700 square feet, or have more than two bedrooms.

If the ADU's primary entrance is not the same as that of the principal dwelling unit, it shall be less visible from the 
street view than the main entrance of the principal dwelling unit and the ADU's stairway may not be constructed on 
the front of the principal dwelling unit or any side visible from a public right of wayAccessory dwelling units created 
through the addition of floor area must meet the following standards:
a. The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match in type, size, and placement, the exterior finish 
materials of the principal dwelling.
b. The roof pitch must be the same as the predominant roof pitch of the principal dwelling. The Planning 
Commission may permit a different roof pitch if needed due to the shape of the roof on the existing principal 
dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch will maintain a compatible appearance.
c. Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the type, size and location as the trim used on 
the rest of the principal dwelling.
d. Windows must match those in the principal dwelling in proportion and orientation.
e. Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the eaves on the rest of the principal dwelling.

At least one off-street parking space is required per ADU. The 
Board of Appeals may permit off-street parking in setback areas or 
through tandem parking if the off-street parking would not block 
access by emergency vehicles to the principal dwelling unit or 
ADU and it is permitted and occurs in the neighborhood.

N/A If the Board of Appeals finds favorably, the approval shall be subject to the following 
requirements which shall be included as conditions of approval of the ADU and made 
part of the hearing record and statement of findings: a. Within 30 days of securing 
approval for an ADU, the owner shall record against the deed to the subject property, 
a deed restriction running in favor of the City of Cambridge limiting the occupancy of 
either the principal dwelling unit or the ADU to the owner of the property. The owner 
shall provide proof that such a restriction has been recorded to the Board of Appeals 
prior to the City's issuance of an occupancy permit for the ADU. b. The owner of the 
ADU shall, by the 15th day of every year, sign and file a written statement with the 
Zoning Official that the ADU remains in compliance with City Zoning. Failure to fulfill 
this requirement will be grounds for revocation of the Board of Appeals approval and 
prosecution for violation of the conditions of approval of the ADU and this Chapter. A 
mobile home or manufactured home may not be used as an ADU as provided under 
this Section. The owner of the property on which the ADI would be located shall 
reside in at least one of the dwelling units on the lot at all times.

Church Creek No
East New Market Yes Accessory apartments Not available online Section 23 - Accessory Apartments Accessory Apartment: A dwelling unit having its own kitchen, bathroom, and sleeping 

facilities established within a principle residential structure, or within an accessory 
structure on the same lot of record of the principal residential structure. Such dwelling 
shall be subordinate to the principal structure and incidental to the principal structure.

No R-1 (Low Density Residential District) R-2 (Medium Density 
Residential District)

Special Exception - The Board of Appeals may authorize, as a Special Exception, the 
establishment of an accessory structure within a principal residential structure, or within an 
accessory structure on the same lot of record of the principal residential structure

Not more than one accessory apartment may be permitted on a parcel of 
record and the principle dwelling or the accessory apartment is owner 
occupied

The minimum floor area for an accessory apartment within the principal building shall be 500 square 
feet, but in no case shall it exceed thirty five (35) percent of the gross floor area, exclusive of any 
garage, of the dwelling in which it is located or 900 square feet, whichever is less. For accessory 
apartments located in an accessory building, the minimum floor area shall also be 500 square feet, but 
in no case shall exceed fifty (50) percent of the gross floor area of the accessory structure.

Entrances for an accessory apartment in dwellings constructed after the effective date of the ordinance shall not be 
placed on the building front; no new entrances shall be established along the building front of an existing dwelling 
to serve an accessory apartment.

One on-site parking space for the accessory apartment is 
provided.

N/A N/A

Eldorado No
Galestown No
Hurlock No
Secretary No Not available online
Vienna Yes Accessory Apartment Not available online Chapter 16, Section 16-3-2 Definitions; Section 16-14-2 

Accessory Apartments and Boarding and Lodging 
Houses

A dwelling unit having its own kitchen, bathroom, and sleeping facilities established 
within or as a structural addition to a building originally designed as a single family 
dwelling, a commercial or non-residential use; or on a lot occupied by a single family 
dwelling or non-residential use.

None Residential District Limited R-1 (Special Exception), Residential 
District General R-2 (Special Exception), Business District 
Neighborhood B-2(Special Exception) and a second accessory 
apartment may be permitted in conjunction with an active 
commercial use as long as both accessory apartments are above the 
groud floor level

Special Exception One per primary structure, except a second accessory apartment may be 
permitted in conjunction with an active commercial use as long as both 
accessory apartments are above the groud floor level. No unheated area, 
nor any area under 7 feet of height from ground to ceiling shall count for 
this area calculation.

Accessory apartment minimum livable area requirement is 500 sf; shall not occupy an area greater 
than 1/3 of the gross livable floor area of the primary dwelling; and livable area shall not include any 
unheated space, any area with less than a 7 foot vertical height between floor and finsihed ceiling, or 
any floor or cellar space that has more than half of its floor-to-ceiling height below the average level of 
surrounding ground.

None None Must be heated, and have kitchen, bathroom and sleeping facilities N/A

Frederick Yes ADU https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-
40607

§ 1-19-8.212 LIMITED ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS IN 
THE RC, A, R1, R3, R5, R8, R12, R16, VC, MXD, PUD, AND 
MX DISTRICTS (less than 1,000 s.f.).  § 1-19-8.321. 
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS GREATER THAN 1,000 
SQUARE FEET.

No* ADUs are intended to serve ongoing housing needs of county 
residents. Short term rental of ADUs in the nature of extended stay 
hotels, Airbnbs, or seasonal temporary housing is not permitted.

RC, A, R1, R3, R5, R8, R12, R16, VC, MXD, PUD and MX districts. Special Exception if 1,000 s.f. or greater, By-right if less than 1,000 s. f. Only 1 accessory dwelling unit ("ADU") may be created on a lot. (B)    An accessory structure shall be limited in size when located on a residentially zoned property to 
the following:
      (1)   The total square footage of all floors of the accessory structure shall not exceed that of the 
dwelling;
      (2)   Except as provided in subsection (B)(3) below, the footprint of an accessory structure may not 
exceed the greater of:
         (a)   One-half of the footprint of the principal dwelling; or
         (b)   Six hundred square feet.
      (3)   One (1) accessory structure located on a Residential-1 (R-1) zoned property may exceed the 
footprint limits of subsection (B)(2) above, provided that the footprint of that accessory structure does 
not exceed 2000 square feet, and provided that the lot size equals or exceeds 20,000 square feet.
      (4)   The square footage allowed for business purposes in an accessory structure shall be 600 
square feet.
      (5)   Accessory structures shall not exceed 70% of the maximum height allowed for the principal 
permitted use, except as otherwise provided within this chapter.

See lot and bulk requirements or restrictions There must be at least 1 additional parking space provided for the 
limited accessory dwelling unit. On-street parking may be utilized 
to meet this requirement.

No Mention § 1-22-15. EXEMPTION FOR ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS LESS THAN 800 SQUARE 
FEET.
   (A)   Accessory dwelling units that do not exceed 800 square feet in size are exempt 
from payment of public school development impact fees.
   (B)   The public school development impact fee for accessory dwelling units greater 
than 800 square feet in size shall be the impact fee amount indicated above in § 1-22-
12 for "All Other Residential".  (Noted: All Other Residential = $6,974.00)
(Bill No. 18-17, 8-21-2018)

Brunswick No
Burkittsville No ZO on-line
Emmitsburg No
Frederick City Yes ADU https://library.municode.com/md/frederick/codes/land_management_code?nodeId=L

AMACOFRMA
https://library.municode.com/md/frederick/codes/land
_management_code?nodeId=ART8SUUSRE_S802ACDW
UNAD

A secondary dwelling unit established in conjunction with and subordinate to a primary 
dwelling unit, whether a part of the same structure as the primary home or a detached 
dwelling unit on the same lot. (Sec. 1002 - DEFINITIONS) On residentially zoned properties 
the code describes the ADUs as one of three types, either as intergrated, detached ADUs in 
existing structures, or as detached ADUs in new accessory structures. [Sec. 802 (d)(e) &(f)]

Sec. 802 - ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUS)        
(a)Purpose. The purposes of this section are to:(1)Promote the 
development of housing with costs that reflect the range of incomes 
generated within the City while protecting the quality of life of 
existing neighborhoods;(2)Make additional dwelling units available in 
the City with the objective of increasing the amount of affordable 
housing to the public;(3)Promote opportunities for a variety of 
housing types for current and future residents of all income 
levels.(4)Improve the availability of housing for the elderly and 
individuals with disabilities as well as shelter for the homeless; 
and(5)Support diverse residential development in the City.(6)Promote 
new development that is compatible with the character of the 
existing neighborhood.

RO, R4, R8, R12, R16, R20,DBO, DR, NC and in TNDs, PNDs, and MU 
Zones.

In the residential zones RO, R4, R8, R12, R16, R20, DBO, and DR,an ADU is permitted by right 
on a lot with a single family detached dwelling, a duplex dwelling, or a townhouse dwelling 
subject to conditions. 

Only one ADU may be established on a lot. Intergrated into the primary structure ADU- (2) An integrated ADU cannot comprise more than 35 
percent of the gross floor area of the principal structure.(3)Any new separate entrance for the ADU 
must be on the rear of the building or a side of the building that is not a street side. Detached ADUs in 
and existing structure or an addition to an existing structure - (2)The ADU may not exceed 800 square 
feet in area. (3) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the height of an ADU may not exceed 
the height of the principal structure on the lot or 25 feet, whichever is less. The height of an addition 
to an existing accessory structure that does not meet the minimum setbacks established in subsection 
(e)(3) of this section may not exceed 20 feet.(4)A lot on which an ADU is located is subject to the 
impervious surface ratio requirements of Section 405, Table 405-1 of this LMC and the maximum rear 
yard coverage requirements of Section 803 of this LMC. New detached ADUs - (2)In addition to the 
requirements of this subsection, the structure must meet the requirements of subsection (e)(2) 
through (e)(4) of this section.(3)The ADU must be located in the actual rear yard of the principal 
structure.(4)Detached ADUs must be constructed on a foundation. Structures not designed 
permanently as such are subject to the provisions of Section 867(g) applicable to trailers, mobile 
homes, and recreational vehicles.(5)The minimum interior setback and minimum rear setback required 
for an ADU located less than six feet from the principal structure is the setback established under Table 
405-1 of this LMC. Each minimum setback for an ADU located more than six feet from the principal 
structure is either half of the setback required under Table 405-1 of this LMC or three feet, whichever 
is greater.(6)Unless the Planning Commission modifies this requirement in accordance with paragraph 
(6) of this subsection, the exterior building materials of the ADU must include building materials used 
in the construction of the primary residence.(7)Unless the Planning Commission modifies this 
requirement in accordance with paragraph (6) of this subsection, an ADU must include at least one of 
the following design elements:A.A pitched roof;B.A dormer located above each window; orC.Windows 
oriented so that the length of the vertical side is at least twice and not more than three times the 
horizontal length.

See lot and bulk requirements and restrictions Section 802(c)(1)(B) - If the parking serving the primary residence 
on the lot is less than or equal to the minimum required parking 
per Table 607-1 of this LMC, one additional parking space must be 
provided. If the conversion of an existing structure to an ADU 
eliminates parking for the primary residence, additional parking 
must be provided for the primary residence equal to the number 
of spaces lost as well as for the ADU.

no mention of utilities Section 802 of the Land Management Code 

Middletown No
Myersville No
New Market Yes ADU and Accessory Apartment https://www.townofnewmarket.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif6386/f/uploads/zoning_ordinan

ce_1.pdf
Section 1.11.1 Accessory Apartment None R-1 & RM in d.u. By-right, subject to conditions The accessory dwelling unit is within the principal single-family dwelling 

located on its own lot;
The accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed the lesser of 33% of the gross livable floor area of the 
dwelling, or more than 800 square feet and shall include a toilet and bathing facilities; 

Any entrance to the accessory dwelling unit from the outside shall not be on the front wall of the principal 
structure;

A minimum total of four (4) off-street parking spaces shall be 
provided for the principal dwelling and the accessory dwelling 
unit. An exception to this requirement may be approved by the 
Administrator if written verification is given by the property 
owner that the occupants of the accessory dwelling unit, due to 
age or physical disability, will not have vehicles on-site. No more 
than two vehicles owned by the occupants of the accessory 
dwelling unit will be permitted and must be parked off-street.

not mentioned d. Home occupations shall be prohibited within an accessory apartment

Rosemont No https://drive.google.com/file/d/19TN2n_vKnfnZGCrzmBnzWsqQB8qY0T1Z/view
Thurmont Yes ADU and Accessory Apartment https://www.thurmont.com/DocumentCenter/View/2290/Thurmont-Zoning-Ordinance-

2022-update-FINAL-VERSION
§ 4.2.8 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) OPTIONAL 
METHOD OF DEVELOPMENT IN R-2, R-3, AND R-5 
DISTRICTS  Section 4 2 8(C)(2)

None PUD By-right

Walkersville Yes Caretaker Residence in AG https://ecode360.com/38500112?highlight=accessory&searchId=4240153451142884#
38500112

§ 88-35 Accessory uses: residential and mixed use 
districts

No residential uses shall be permitted within accessory structures. Special Exception over permitted ground floor commercial uses If otherwise allowed in and under the requirements of the Agricultural Zoning District, one caretaker 
residence is permitted as an accessory use with the approval of the Board of Appeals as to 
compatibility with the neighborhood as determined by its proposed size, height, location, access, 
parking, utilities, and health and safety considerations.

Limited to only PUDs, except R-5 districts

Woodsboro No
Garrett Yes https://www.garrettcounty.org/resources/planning-land-

development/pdf/zoning/2010ZoningOrdinance.pdf
157.05 § 157.050 EXCEPTIONS FOR ACCESSORY DWELLINGS Dwelling units built in conjunction 

with and incorporated into the structure of a permitted principal nonresidential use 
located on a lakefront lot in the TCTown Center Zoning District may include up to three (3) 
accessory dwelling units without requiring additional land area.  The floor area of these 
accessory dwelling units shall not exceed 50% of the gross floor area of the structure, or, if 
100% of the ground floor area of the building is devoted to commercial use, then the 
accessory dwelling units above the ground story may occupy a floor area up to a 
maximum of 1.5 times the floor areaof the ground story. 

For Deep Creek Lake Zoning TC Town Center Zoning District The floor area of these accessory dwelling units shall not exceed 50% of the gross floor area of the stru
cture, or, if 100% of the ground floor area of the building is devoted to commercial use, then the acces
sory dwelling units above the ground story may occupy a floor area up to a maximum of 1.5 times the 
floor areaof the ground story. 

Accident Yes Accessory building, rooming, lodging house, 
boarding house

https://www.garrettcounty.org/resources/planning-land-
development/pdf/zoning/acczord.pdf

Article 506 and Article 4 Building, Accessory. A building subordinate to the principal building on the same lot and 
used for purposes customarily incidental to those of the principal building. Use, Accessory. 
Use of a building, lot or portions thereof, which is customarily incidental or subordinate to 
the principal use of the main building or lot. Use, Accessory. Use of a building, lot or 
portions thereof, which is customarily incidental or subordinate to the principal use of the 
main building or lot.

Rooming, boarding, lodging houses, only as accessory uses to 
residential uses subject to the following additional provisions: a. Not 
more than 9 guests shall be accommodated at any one time. b. Not 
more than 3 guest rooms shall be permitted.

Only allowed in TC zone by special exception. Only allowed in TC zone by special exception. Not more than 9 guests shall be accommodated at any one time. b. Not 
more than 3 guest rooms shall be permitted.

Completely detached accessory structures may occupy required side and rear yards but shall not be 
located closer than 5 feet to any side or rear property line.

2 spaces per residential unit A non-agricultural principal building shall not be constructed following the adoption of this 
Ordinance unless it is served by both central sewage and central water systems, if such 
systems are available, except: A. A single family detached dwelling with private water and 
sewage systems or agricultural building shall be permitted in the RD District, subject to the 
dimensional requirements in Section 500 and State and County Health Department 
regulations.

General Requirements and Standards Applicable to All Special Exceptions. The Board 
shall grant a special exception only if it finds adequate evidence that any proposed 
use submitted for a special exception will meet all of the following general 
requirements as well as any specific requirements and standards listed for the 
proposed use. The Board shall, among other things, require that any proposed use 
and location: 1) Be in accordance with the Accident Comprehensive Plan and 
consistent with the spirit, purposes, and intent of this Ordinance. 2) Be suitable for 
the property in question, and designed so as to be in harmony with and appropriate 
in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity. 3) Be 
suitable in terms of effects on street traffic and safety with adequate access 
arrangements to protect streets from undue congestion and hazard. 4) Not result in 
significant nuisances or significant hazards to the public health and safety.

Deer Park No
Friendsville No
Grantsville No
Kitzmiller No
Loch Lynn Heights No
Mountain Lake Park No
Oakland No

Harford Yes Yes https://ecode360.com/9376292?highlight=accessory%20dwelling%20unit,accessory%2
0dwelling%20units&searchId=50947352038911974#search-highlight-9376292-0

§ 267-28B(8) N/A The purpose of the accessory dwelling unit is to allow a relative to live 
in an accessory dwelling unit within a family member's principal 
dwelling unit

AG, RR, R1, R2, R3, R4, RO and VR Districts By right if adheres to code Maximum 2 bedrooms Must adhere to individual zoning regulations Must be attached to existing unit N/A N/A N/A

Aberdeen Yes Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/14365109#14365109 Chapter 235, Various Sections A second dwelling unit either within, or added to, a single-family detached dwelling, or in 
a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the principal dwelling, that functions as 
a complete, independent living facility with provisions for independent cooking, living, 
sleeping  and bathroom facilities

N/A R2, R3, B1, B2, IBD, TOD By right Shall not exceed 50% of the above-grade living area of the principal use or 
structure

Varies, see table: https://ecode360.com/14365108#14365108 N/A N/A N/A

Bel Air Yes Cottage housing https://ecode360.com/14974966 § 165-53 (d) A second dwelling on a single residential lot for occupancy only by immediate family 
members of the residents of the principal dwellings on the lot.

R1, R2, R3, R0, B1, B2/B2A, B3/B3A By right, except SE for R1 Parcel must be at least 10k sq ft Family members only

Havre de Grace Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit https://ecode360.com/8370898 Chapter 205-9(H) R, R1, R2, R0, RB Conditional Max 1200 sq ft (attached) and the least of 50% of the house, 10% of lot area, or 1000 sq ft (detached) 5 ft maximum setback in historic district Must park off street and have at least one space Short term rentals only, cannot be subdivided, owner must live in main house or ADU

Howard Yes Accessory Apartments https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/zoning?nodeId=HOCOZORE_
S110.0RESICLDI

Various, definted in each zoning districts accessory uses RC, RR, R-ED, R-20, R-12, R-SA-8, R-SC By right and sometimes conditional No more than 2 bedrooms Minimum 12,000 sq ft for most zones No evidence of second apartment from the front Must be owner occupied; can be permitted as two-family dwelling under conditional 
use process in certain zones.

Kent Yes Land Use Ordinance Contents Accessory Units: § 182-13 Accessory dwelling unit, one, in principal or accessory structures provided:
a. The property owner resides on the premises.
b. The accessory dwelling unit is subordinate to the principal dwelling in size and 
appearance.
c. The accessory dwelling unit may be rented but not sold as a separate unit.
d. The appearance of the structure and property remain that of a single family dwelling so 
that the average neighbor is unaware of the accessory dwelling unit’s existence.
e. If the entrance to the accessory dwelling unit is separate from that of the primary 
dwelling, the entrance to the accessory dwelling unit shall from the side or rear yard.
f. One parking space is provided in the rear yard for the accessory dwelling unit.
g. The structure meets all applicable Kent County Codes, including the building code, and 
Health Department regulations

Article V. Section 1, § 1.4 B. 2. pp 13-14 Article V. Section 2, § 2.4 B. 1. pp 31-32 
Article V. Section 3, § 3.4 B. 1. p 49 Article V. Section 4, § 4.4 B. 1. p 64 Article V. 
Section 5, § 5.4 1. p 79 Article V. Section 6, § 6.4 B. 1. pp 97-98

Betterton No https://webgen1files1.revize.com/bettertonmd/Document%20center/Government/OR
DINANCES,%20RESOLUTIONS,%20AND%20BUDGETS/THE_COMPREHENSIVE_PLAN_wit
h 12 14 2009 rev pdf

Intensely Developed Area. 

Chestertown Yes https://townofchestertown.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/05/chapter170_Zoning_Ordinance.pdf

§ 170-26 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU) – An extra living unit located on a residential property 
that is owner occupied, complete with kitchen, bathroom and sleeping facilities. ADUs 
may be located either inside, attached to, or detached from the primary home. Also 
known as “mother-in law apartment.”

R-3 through R-6 By right Max one bedroom.

shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the Gross Habitable Floor Area of 
the primary residence on the  lot or two thousand (2,000) square feet, 
but with a footprint not to exceed one 
thousand two hundred (1 200) square feet  whichever is greater

The lot on which an accessory dwelling unit is located shall have access to an 
improved public street.

There shall be no more than one primary entrance to the single-family residence  on the street side of the building, 
other than an entrance to the garage. 

A hookup fee for water and sewer shall be made to the Town 
and separate water and sewer laterals will be required if the Director of Utilities 
deems it necessary or deems the principal residence to have inadequately sized 
lines for the additional usage.

Galena No
Millington No
Rock Hall Tes Accessory Dwelling Unit, Echo Housing, Basement 

Dwelling Units
https://ecode360.com/38761753?highlight=accessory%20dwelling%20unit,dwelling&s
earchId=4237163947852923

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT
A single-family dwelling that is contained in the same structure and is clearly subordinate 
to the primary use and structure.

ECHO HOUSING
An accessory structure on a single residential lot for occupancy only by immediate family 
members of the occupiers of the principal structure on the lot

R-1, R-2, R-3 By right

Montgomery Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit, Accessory Apartment https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md
_zone2014/0-0-0-1

Section 59- 3.3.3 A second dwelling unit that is part of an existing one-family detached dwelling, or is 
located in a separate existing accessory structure on the same lot as the main dwelling, 
with provision within the accessory apartment for cooking, eating, personal sanitation and 
sleeping. Such a dwelling unit is subordinate to the main dwelling.

Rural Residential Zones R, RC, RNC; Residential Detached Zones RE-2, 
RE-2C, RE-1, R-200, R-90, R-60; Ag Zones- AR

Limited use - permitted if it meets the limited use standards in Division 3.2 through 3.7 Maximum one ADU Max footprint is limited by the total lot coverage limit in the underlying zone and the maximum gross 
floor area of the unit; unless modified by the use standards for an ADU - must comply with the 
setback, height, and building lot coverage standards of an accessory strucutre in the underlying zone

specific standards laid out in the code based on whether it is an attached or detached ADU Except for lots located within 1 mile of any Metrorail, Purple Line, 
or MARC Rail Station: One on-site parking space; if new driveway 
must be constructed then 2 parking spaces OR the Hearing 
Examiner finds under the waiver in Section 29-26(b) there is 
adequate on-street parking

only 2 occupants 18 years or older; specific standards laid out if is an attached vs. 
detached ADU

Barnesville No https://www.barnesvillemd.org/_files/ugd/8ca2bb_be1255b3fcad4dc090fcab73dc646
2d4 pdf

Brookeville No https://townofbrookevillemd.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/zoningordinance-
2018.pdf

Chevy Chase Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit Section 4-5 A second dwelling unit that is subordinate to the principal dwelling unit and is located 
within a main building or an accessory building.

Chevy Chase View No https://www.chevychaseview.org/docs/CCVCharter2021.pdf
Chevy Chase Village No https://www.chevychasevillagemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4246/Chapter-8-

BUILDINGS-AND-BUILDING-REGULATIONS0122
Sec. 8-16. R

https://ecode360.com/10456401
https://www.choosecambridge.com/DocumentCenter/View/1891/Cambridge-UDC-with-signed-ordinances-83021?bidId=
https://www.choosecambridge.com/DocumentCenter/View/1891/Cambridge-UDC-with-signed-ordinances-83021?bidId=
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-40607
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-40607
https://library.municode.com/md/frederick/codes/land_management_code?nodeId=LAMACOFRMA
https://library.municode.com/md/frederick/codes/land_management_code?nodeId=LAMACOFRMA
https://library.municode.com/md/frederick/codes/land_management_code?nodeId=ART8SUUSRE_S802ACDWUNAD
https://library.municode.com/md/frederick/codes/land_management_code?nodeId=ART8SUUSRE_S802ACDWUNAD
https://library.municode.com/md/frederick/codes/land_management_code?nodeId=ART8SUUSRE_S802ACDWUNAD
https://www.townofnewmarket.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif6386/f/uploads/zoning_ordinance_1.pdf
https://www.townofnewmarket.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif6386/f/uploads/zoning_ordinance_1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19TN2n_vKnfnZGCrzmBnzWsqQB8qY0T1Z/view
https://www.thurmont.com/DocumentCenter/View/2290/Thurmont-Zoning-Ordinance-2022-update-FINAL-VERSION
https://www.thurmont.com/DocumentCenter/View/2290/Thurmont-Zoning-Ordinance-2022-update-FINAL-VERSION
https://ecode360.com/38500112?highlight=accessory&searchId=4240153451142884#38500112
https://ecode360.com/38500112?highlight=accessory&searchId=4240153451142884#38500112
https://www.garrettcounty.org/resources/planning-land-development/pdf/zoning/2010ZoningOrdinance.pdf
https://www.garrettcounty.org/resources/planning-land-development/pdf/zoning/2010ZoningOrdinance.pdf
https://www.garrettcounty.org/resources/planning-land-development/pdf/zoning/acczord.pdf
https://www.garrettcounty.org/resources/planning-land-development/pdf/zoning/acczord.pdf
https://ecode360.com/9376292?highlight=accessory%20dwelling%20unit,accessory%20dwelling%20units&searchId=50947352038911974#search-highlight-9376292-0
https://ecode360.com/9376292?highlight=accessory%20dwelling%20unit,accessory%20dwelling%20units&searchId=50947352038911974#search-highlight-9376292-0
https://ecode360.com/14365109#14365109
https://ecode360.com/14365108#14365108
https://ecode360.com/14365108#14365108
https://ecode360.com/14974966
https://ecode360.com/8370898
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/zoning?nodeId=HOCOZORE_S110.0RESICLDI
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/zoning?nodeId=HOCOZORE_S110.0RESICLDI
https://www.kentcounty.com/planning/land-use-contents
https://webgen1files1.revize.com/bettertonmd/Document%20center/Government/ORDINANCES,%20RESOLUTIONS,%20AND%20BUDGETS/THE_COMPREHENSIVE_PLAN_with_12_14_2009_rev.pdf
https://webgen1files1.revize.com/bettertonmd/Document%20center/Government/ORDINANCES,%20RESOLUTIONS,%20AND%20BUDGETS/THE_COMPREHENSIVE_PLAN_with_12_14_2009_rev.pdf
https://webgen1files1.revize.com/bettertonmd/Document%20center/Government/ORDINANCES,%20RESOLUTIONS,%20AND%20BUDGETS/THE_COMPREHENSIVE_PLAN_with_12_14_2009_rev.pdf
https://townofchestertown.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/chapter170_Zoning_Ordinance.pdf
https://townofchestertown.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/chapter170_Zoning_Ordinance.pdf
https://ecode360.com/38761753?highlight=accessory%20dwelling%20unit,dwelling&searchId=4237163947852923
https://ecode360.com/38761753?highlight=accessory%20dwelling%20unit,dwelling&searchId=4237163947852923
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md_zone2014/0-0-0-1
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md_zone2014/0-0-0-1
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md_zone2014/0-0-0-1110
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md_zone2014/0-0-0-60237#JD_Division3.2
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md_zone2014/0-0-0-60237#JD_Division3.2
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md_zone2014/0-0-0-60237#JD_Division3.2
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md_zone2014/0-0-0-60237#JD_Division3.2
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-137152#JD_29-26
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-137152#JD_29-26
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-137152#JD_29-26
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-137152#JD_29-26
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-137152#JD_29-26
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-137152#JD_29-26
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-137152#JD_29-26
https://www.barnesvillemd.org/_files/ugd/8ca2bb_be1255b3fcad4dc090fcab73dc6462d4.pdf
https://www.barnesvillemd.org/_files/ugd/8ca2bb_be1255b3fcad4dc090fcab73dc6462d4.pdf
https://townofbrookevillemd.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/zoningordinance-2018.pdf
https://townofbrookevillemd.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/zoningordinance-2018.pdf
https://library.municode.com/md/chevy_chase/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIMUCO_CH4BU_ARTIINGE_S4-5ACBUCOPR
https://www.chevychaseview.org/docs/CCVCharter2021.pdf
https://www.chevychasevillagemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4246/Chapter-8-BUILDINGS-AND-BUILDING-REGULATIONS0122
https://www.chevychasevillagemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4246/Chapter-8-BUILDINGS-AND-BUILDING-REGULATIONS0122


County Municipality ADU or ADU-like 
Ordinance? (Y/N) 

Terms Used in Ordinance Link to Zoning Ordinance Home Page (If Available Online) Code Section(s) Definition ADU Purpose Statement Zoning Districts in which ADUs are Permitted By-right, By-right (subject to conditions), Conditional, or Special 
Exception

ADU Density/Quantity Provisions or Allowances Lot and Bulk Requirements or Restrictions Design Standards Parking Requirements Utilities Other

Gaithersburg Yes Urban cottage, accessory dwellings https://library.municode.com/md/gaithersburg/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTI
ITHCO_CH24ZO

Section 24-160D.1, Section 24-22.2 A subordinate accessory dwelling unit, either freestanding or part of another structure on 
a lot, that because of its size, facilities or usage is secondary to the primary dwelling unit 
located on the lot

MXD - Mixed Use Development, R-90 Zone (see Sec. 24-22.2) By-right with conditions Maximum of one Maximum floor area of an urban cottage shall be one thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet in 
size; Maximum height of an urban cottage shall be two and one-half (2½) stories or thirty (30) feet. 
Urban cottages shall be counted toward the maximum number of dwelling units permitted in an MXD 
zoned development, if such a maximum number is specified in an approved sketch plan, schematic 
development plan or final site plan in accordance with the fomula found in section 24-160D.3(5)

based on unit size, found in Section 24-219

Garrett Park No https://webgen1files1.revize.com/garrettparkmd/Document%20Center/Government/R
ecords%20And%20Documents/Code%20of%20Ordinances/Chapter%204%20101519.p
df

1.2.1

Laytonsville town Yes Accessory Apartment available to download from town website https://tol.wildapricot.org/ord Sections 105.02, 106.03, 107.03, 108.03, 109.02 A second dwelling unit with a separate entrance that is part of an existing one-family 
detached dwelling, or is located in a separate existing accessory structure on the same lot 
as the main dwelling with provision within the accessory apartment for full cooking, 
eating, sanitation and sleeping.  Such a dwelling unit is subordinate to and smaller in size, 
bulk and height than the main dwelling and the main dwelling must be owner occupied.  
Accessory Apartments must have separate windows permitting egress. (Adopted June 7, 
2011)

Permitted in Agricultural and RH Residential Historic, Special 
Exception in R1-Residential, R2 Residential, R3 Residential,  

Permitted in some, special excpetion in others Accessory structures may be located in a side yard or the rear yard closer than specified above, but not 
within five (5) feet of an adjoining property line. Fences located in a side of rer yard are exempt from 
setback requirements. 

Zoning code did not provide much detail about ADUs

Poolesville town Yes Accessory Apartment https://www.poolesvillemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/59/Zoning-Ordinance-
PDF?bidId=

A second dwelling unit that is part of
an existing one-family detached dwelling, or is located in a
separate existing accessory structure on the same lot as the
main dwelling, with provision within the accessory apartment
for cooking, eating, sanitation and sleeping. Such a
dwelling unit is subordinate to the main dwelling

PR 1/3, PR 1/2, PR 3/4, PTR 2+. PRD, Permitted in P-COMM Special Exception in some, permitted in one

Rockville Yes Accessory Apartment https://library.municode.com/md/rockville/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CICO_C
H25ZOOR

Section 25.15.02 A second dwelling unit that is: (a) Part of and subordinate to an existing single unit 
detached dwelling; and (b) Contains cooking, eating, sanitation, and sleeping facilities. An 
accessory apartment is not an accessory use or a home-based business enterprise as 
defined in this chapter.

Special exception in all single dwelling unit residential zones (R-400, 
R-200, R-150, R-90, R-75, R-60) EXCEPT R-40

Special Exception Only one (1) accessory apartment may be created in, or attached to an 
existing single unit detached dwelling

Accessory apartments may only be created on a lot which is occupied by a family of related persons, 
contains no other rental residential use, does not contain rooms for rent or a boarding house, and 
does not contain a major home-based business enterprise.

Any separate entrance to the accessory apartment must be located so that the appearance of a single unit detached 
dwelling is preserved. All external modifications and improvements to the single-unit detached dwelling in which 
the accessory apartment is to be created, or to which it is to be added, must be compatible with the existing 
dwelling and surrounding properties. The accessory apartment must house no more than three (3) persons and 
must be subordinate to the main dwelling

See Sec. 25.12.02 (6-8) for additional restrictions findings, restrictions, and conditions 
for special exception approval. It was noted in the survey responses that Rockville is 
very close to changing ADUs to a conditional use, making them easier to build. The 
city is also in the process of considering allowing detached ADUs as a conditional use. 
City hopes new ordinance will be finalized in the fall

Washington Grove No
Prince George's County No https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/23332/Prince-

Georges-County-Comprehensive-Housing-Strategy for public review Oct2018
Comprehensive Housing Strategy Action C 1.3

Hyattsville No ADU https://www.hyattsville.org/DocumentCenter/View/5844/Hyattsville-Housing-Action-
Plan---Full-Document

This tool supports homeowners’ ability to use excess existing space in their home (or to 
create new space) to generate new income. This tool has the added benefit of creating 
additional affordable housing options in the city as well. This tool could take the form of 
support for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), which could require land use changes, or 
support for long-term home sharing models, which typically involve renting out rooms 
that may or may not have the features to qualify as an ADU

Brentwood No https://ecode360.com/27510309?highlight=dwelling&searchId=4388755611276335#2
7510309

North Brentwood No https://www.northbrentwood.com/_files/ugd/668e81_ced92914ba7247d185fffd2a80
c0f91d pdf?index=true

Mount Rainier No https://library.municode.com/md/mount_rainier/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=C
H7LIPEMUIN S7-103DE

Laurel Yes Accessory Apartment https://library.municode.com/md/laurel/codes/unified_land_development_code?nodeI
d=CH20LADESU ARTIZO DIV10SPEX S20-22.3ACAP

20-22.3. R-5, R-55, R-20, R-T, R-30, R-18 and C-V By-right

Bowie No https://www.cityofbowie.org/DocumentCenter/View/96/City-Code?bidId= Supplement No. 70, Revision, Chapter 5 g
Queen Anne's Yes Accesory Uses, Accesory Dwelling Unit, Article VI Accessory Uses (see § 18:1-46, § 18:1-48) and § 14:1-39.B(2) accessory 

dwelling units in the resource conservation area
Section 18:1-46. 1-48, and Section 14:1-39B(2)

Barclay Yes Accessory Apartment Barclay-MD-Zoning-Ordinance.pdf (barclaymaryland.com) 6.2 An accessory apartment in a single-family dwelling provided that only one accessory 
apartment is created on a single residential lot, the accessory apartment is clearly 
subordinate to the principal dwelling, and the property owner obtains county health 
department approval for the additional use based on a review of the water and sewerage 
requirements for the accessory apartment

Centreville Yes Accessory structure in excess of 400 square feet https://www.townofcentreville.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/ordinance/2597
/ord-02-2021-moratorium-acc-bldgs.pdf

https://www.townofcentreville.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/ordinance/2603
/ord 09 2021 accessory structures pdf

02-2021, 09-2021

Church Hill No http://www.churchhillmd.com/Chapter%2027%20-%20Index.pdf
Millington Yes Accessory Apartment https://millingtonmd.us/images/pdf/code_updated_020513.pdf § 80-72. The accessory apartment is second dwelling unit that is part of a one-family detached 

dwelling and is suitable for use as a complete living facility with provision within the 
facility for cooking, eating, sanitation and sleeping.

The accessory rental unit may be created only through an internal 
conversion of the existing living area, basement, or attic. An accessory 
rental unit may not be created through the conversion of an existing 
garage. Additional off-street parking is not required. 

R-1, R-2 Special Exception

Queen Anne Yes An approved residential accessory structure: 
Accessory caretaker dwellings. Accessory 
apartments; Farm employee dwellings; Residential 
accessory structures.

https://ecode360.com/7139628?highlight=accessory&searchId=4238917242093718 § 18:1-46; § 18:1-48;  § 18:1-55; § 18:1-45 One accessory guest residence/apartment is allowed as an accessory residential use per 
single-family lot, and shall not be included when calculating total allowable number of 
units

One caretaker dwelling unit may be provided as an accessory use or 
structure, provided that: A. The parcel has a lot area of five or more 
acres; B.  The structure meets required setbacks applicable to the 
principal structure; and C.  The structure consists of no more than 
50% of the area of the principal building.

Queenstown Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit Section 65 (Permissible Uses Table) § 66. An accessory dwelling unit may only be created through the following 
methods: a. Converting existing living area, attic, or basement; b. 
Adding floor area to an existing dwelling;
c. Construction of a stand-alone unit; or d. Adding onto an existing 
accessory building (e.g., apartment in an existing garage).

R-1 Respect the general building scale and placement of structures to allow 
sharing of common space on the lot, such as driveways and yards; and 
Ensure that accessory dwelling units are smaller in size than the principal 
residential uni

No more than one accessory dwelling unit per lot and provided such accessory dwelling unit shall 
comply with the following standards. 

Accessory dwelling units created through the addition of floor area must meet the 
following standards: a. The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match in type, size, and placement, 
the exterior finish materials of the principal dwellingl b. The roof pitch must be the same as the predominant roof 
pitch of the principal dwelling. The Planning Commission may permit a different roof pitch if needed due to the 
shape of the roof on the existing principall dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch will maintain a 
compatible appearance.
c. Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the type, size and location as the trim used on 
the rest of the principal dwelling. d. Windows must match those in the principal dwelling in proportion and 
orientation. e. Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the eaves on the rest of the principal 
dwelling

a. No additional parking space is required for the accessory 
dwelling unit if it is created on a site with an existing house and 
on-street parking is permitted and adequate.
b. One additional parking space located on or within 100 feet of 
the lot is required for the accessory dwelling unit: (1) when none 
of the roadways in abutting streets can accommodate on-street 
parking or (2) when the accessory dwelling unit is created at the 
same time as the principal dwelling.

Sudlersville Yes Accessory apartments https://townofsudlersville.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Code-of-the-Town-of-
Sudlersville-1-24-2017.pdf

§ 5-2; XIV A second dwelling unit either in or added to an existing one-family detached dwelling, or 
in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the main dwelling, for use as a 
complete, independent living facility with provision within the accessory apartment for 
cooking, eating, sanitation and sleeping. Such a dwelling is an accessory use to the main 
dwelling

In the SF district the principal dwelling shall be a single-family 
detached dwelling and shall be located on a lot of at least 10,000 sq. 
ft. In the MU district the principal structure may be in commercial 
use. Residential apartments may be placed over commercial and 
institutional uses where accessory apartments are permitted.

SF and MU The accessory apartment shall contain a minimum of seven hundred fifty (750) sq. ft. and a 
maximum of one thousand (1,000) sq. ft. of gross floor area.

1.5 spaces per dwelling unit

At least one (1) off street parking space must be provided for the 
apartment

Templeville Yes 11.2.1 In consideration of the need to provide affordable housing, the zoning 
regulations should permit accessory dwellings

St. Mary's Yes Accessory Apartment https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/CurrentZO.pdf Section 51.3.108 A secondary residential use incidental to the principal permitted or conditionally 
approved use on a site, whether comprising a portion of the principal structure on the site 
or located within an accessory structure or building.

All zoning districts except CC, I, and OBP By-right Maximum of one unit If it is located in the principal dwelling, it must meet the following basic standards: 1) It shall share a 
common wall with the principal dwelling; 2) It shall be a minimum of 300 square feet; and 3) It shall 
not exceed 40 % of the gross floor area or 900 square feet, whichever is less. For the purposes of 
calculating the size of the accessory apartment, gross floor area shall not include an attached garage. If 
an accessory apartment is located in the basement, then it can consist of the entire basement. If an 
accessory apartment is located in a detached accessory structure, the apartment shall not exceed 40% 
of the gross floor area of the accessory structure or 900 square feet, whichever is less. When an 
accessory apartment is located within a detached accessory structure in the RCA, the perimeter of the 
accessory structure must be within 100 feet of the principle dwelling unit. An accessory apartment in 
the RCA must share the same sewage disposal system as that of the primary dwelling unit

The appearance of the principal dwelling with an accessory apartment shall be that of a single-family dwelling. 
Building materials and architectural features used in constructing the accessory apartment shall be compatible with 
the principal dwelling or with the accessory structure within which the accessory apartment is located.  If a separate 
entrance is provided to the accessory apartment, it shall be located on the side or rear of the principal dwelling.

1 parking spot Owner must occupy one of the dwelling units

Leonardtown Yes Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/9916009 Section 155-12(G) A second dwelling unit either within, or added to, a single-family detached dwelling, or in 
a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the principal dwelling, that functions as 
a complete, independent living facility with provisions for independent cooking, living, 
sleeping and bathroom facilities. Accessory apartments may also be referred to as “in-law 
apartments” or “granny flats.”

Single-Family Residential District (R-SF) Special Exception Maximum of one unit The accessory unit must occupy no more than 35% of the floor area of the principal residential 
structure and shall have a minimum floor area of 350 square feet and a maximum floor area of 900 
square feet. If the apartment is not a part of the dwelling, it shall be located within 50 feet of the 
dwelling, shall satisfy the yard requirements or setbacks applicable to residential uses in the R-SF 
district, and in no case shall it contain less than 350 square feet nor more than 900 square feet in 
gross floor area of enclosed space  including enclosed porches

The accessory apartment shall be constructed so that to the degree feasible the appearance of the building remains 
that of the single-family residence. Any separate entrance shall be located so the appearance of a single-family 
home is preserved.

At least two off-street parking spaces shall be available for each 
unit, and parking must be screened or placed appropriately to 
ensure compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood and to 
reduce visual impact.

Principal unit or accessory unit must be owner occupied for at least 7 months a year; 
accessory unit cannot be used for commercial accomodations or summer rentals

Somerset Yes Accessory Dwelling https://cms7.revize.com/revize/somersetcountymd/document_center/Department/Pla
nning%20and%20Zoning/Zoning%20Ordinance%202019.pdf

SECTION 5 ZONING DISTRICTS, 5.10 Accessory Dwelling 
Units

Accessory dwelling, one, to serve a “relative” of the occupant of the principal dwelling 
unit on the lot provided that: a) the applicant shall prove that the accessory dwelling unit 
is needed to care for a person with physical or developmental disabilities, old age or 
illness, b) the definition of “relative” in Section 16 shall apply, c) a legally binding 
mechanism shall be in place to make sure that such dwelling unit shall be made part of 
the principal dwelling unit, completely removed or converted into another permitted use 
after it is no longer occupied by such a relative, d) if a detached building is newly placed 
or constructed to house the accessory dwelling unit, it shall meet principal building 
setbacks, and e) the use shall require annual renewal of a zoning permit. The applicant 
shall prove that the requirements of this subsection will still be met before the permit 
may be renewed.

None Agricultural Residential District (AR), Conservation District (CO), Low 
Density Residential District (R-1), Medium Density Residential District 
(R-2), High Density Residential District (R-3), Maritime - Residential - 
Commercial District (MRC), Mixed-Use Village District (C-1), general 
Commercial District (C-2), Overlay Commercial District (O-C)

Permitted in AR, R-2, R-3, MRC, C-1, C-2 & O-C and special exception in CO and R-1 No more than one accessory dwelling unit per lot and must be located on 
the same lot as an owner-occupied detached single family dwelling unit. 
An accessory dwelling unit may not be located on the same lot as a 
‘single-wide’ mobile or manufactured home.

The size of an accessory dwelling unit may be no more than fifty (50%) percent of the living area of the 
principal dwelling.

Standards for accessory dwelling units address the following: (1) Ensure that accessory dwelling units are 
compatible with the desired character and livability of residential districts; (2) Respect the general building scale 
and placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on the lot, such as driveways and yards; and (3) 
Ensure that accessory dwelling units are smaller in size than the principal residential unit. Design Standards. (1) 
Generally, the design standards for accessory dwelling units are stated in this section. If not addressed in this 
section, the base zoning district development standards apply. (2) An accessory dwelling unit may only be created 
through the following methods: i. Converting existing living area, attic, or basement; ii. Adding floor area to an 
existing dwelling; iii. Construction of a stand-alone unit; or iv. Adding onto an existing accessory building (e.g., 
apartment in an existing garage). (3) Only one (1) entrance may be located on the front facade of the principal 
dwelling facing the street, unless the principal dwelling contained additional front facade entrances before the 
accessory dwelling unit was created. Accessory dwelling units created through the addition of floor area must meet 
the following standards: (1) The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match in type, size, and 
placement of the exterior finish materials of the principal dwelling; (2) The roof pitch must be the same as the 
predominant roof pitch of the principal dwelling. The Board of Zoning Appeals may permit a different roof pitch if 
needed due to the shape of the roof on the existing principal dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch 
will maintain a compatible appearance; (3) Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the 
type, size, and location as the trim used on the rest of the principal dwelling; (4) Windows must match those in the 
principal dwelling in proportion and orientation; (5) Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as 
the eaves on the rest of the principal dwelling.

No additional parking space is required for the accessory dwelling 
unit if it is created on a site with an existing house and on-street 
parking is adequate. a. One (1) additional parking space located 
on or within one-hundred (100) feet of the lot is required for the 
accessory dwelling unit: 1. When none of the roadways in 
abutting streets can accommodate on-street parking (or); 2. When 
the accessory dwelling unit is created at the same time as the 
principal dwelling.

N/A N/A

Crisfield Yes Acessory Dwelling Unit https://ecode360.com/11782695 Ordinance 681, §112-45 Residential Use Category. §112-
57 Accessory Dwelling Units

Accessory Dwelling Unit: A separate complete housekeeping unit that is substantially 
contained within the structure of a single family unit or a commercial structure, but can 
be isolated from it.

An accessory dwelling unit shall be permitted in the R-1 and R-2 
districts provided that there shall be no more than one accessory 
dwelling unit per lot and provided such accessory dwelling unit shall 
comply with the following standards. A. An accessory dwelling unit 
may be located on the same lot as a detached single family dwelling 
unit only. An accessory dwelling unit may not be located on the same 
lot as a two-family, duplex, townhouse or multi-family dwelling.

Residential Low Density District (R-1), Residential Medium Density 
District (R-2)

By-Right with conditions No more than one accessory dwelling unit per lot. An accessory dwelling 
unit must be located on the same lot as a detached single family dwelling 
unit. An accessory dwelling unit may not be located on the same lot as a 
two-family, duplex, townhouse or multi-family dwelling.

The size of an accessory dwelling unit may be no more than fifty (50) percent of the living area of the 
principal dwelling or eight-hundred (800) square feet of floor area, whichever is less.

Standards for creating accessory dwelling units address the following purposes (a) Ensure that accessory dwelling 
units are compatible with the desired character and livability of residential districts; (b) Respect the general building 
scale and placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on the lot, such as driveways and yards; and 
(c) Ensure that accessory dwelling units are smaller in size than the principal residential unit. An accessory dwelling 
unit may only be created through the following methods: (a) Converting existing living area, attic, or basement; (b) 
Adding floor area to an existing dwelling; (c) Construction of a stand-alone unit; or (d) Adding onto an existing 
accessory building (e.g., apartment in an existing garage). Only one entrance may be located on the front facade of 
the principal dwelling facing the street, unless the principal dwelling contained additional front facade entrances 
before the accessory dwelling unit was created. Accessory dwelling units created through the addition of floor area 
must meet the following standards:
 (a) The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match in type, size, and placement, the exterior finish 
materials of the principal dwelling; (b) The roof pitch must be the same as the predominant roof pitch of the 
principal dwelling. The Planning Commission may permit a different roof pitch if needed due to the shape of the 
roof on the existing principal dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch will maintain a compatible 
appearance; (c) Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the type, size and location as the 
trim used on the rest of the principal dwelling; (d) Windows must match those in the principal dwelling in 
proportion and orientation; (e) Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the eaves on the 
rest of the principal dwelling.

Parking. (a) No additional parking space is required for the 
accessory dwelling unit if it is created on a site with an existing 
house and on-street parking is permitted and adequate. (b) One 
additional parking space located on or within 100 feet of the lot is 
required for the accessory dwelling unit: (1) when none of the 
roadways in abutting streets can accommodate on-street parking 
or (2) when the accessory dwelling unit is created at the same 
time as the principal dwelling.

N/A N/A

Princess Anne No
Talbot Yes Dwelling, accessory https://ecode360.com/10158931 Chapter 190 (Zoning), Subsections 190-78 (Terms 

Defined), 190-33.6 (Accessory Dwelling Units)
DWELLING, ACCESSORY: A second, accessory dwelling unit on the same lot as a primary, 
single-family detached dwelling. An accessory dwelling may be an apartment located 
within and smaller than the primary dwelling, or it may be within a detached building 
accessory to the primary dwelling.

None AC (Agricultural Conservation), CP (Countryside Preservation), WRC 
(Western Rural Conservation), TC (Town Conservation), RC (Rural 
Conservation), RR (Rural Residential), TR (Town Residential), VR 
(Village Residential), VH (Village Hamlet), VM (Village Mixed)

Conditional Permitted only in conjunction with a single-family detached dwelling 
unit. One accessory dwelling is permitted on the same lot as a single-
family detached dwelling unit. An accessory dwelling shall not be 
included in density calculations. The ADU may be within the primary 
dwelling, within an accessory structure such as over a detached garage, or 
as a detached accessory dwelling. The property owner may live on-site 
and rent one of the dwellings, or may rent the entire property. The 
primary dwelling and accessory dwelling shall not be rented to different 
tenants, and a tenant shall not sublease one of the dwellings.
 The accessory dwelling may be used as a guest house or an employee 
dwelling. An accessory dwelling in a detached accessory structure shall 
not be used as or in conjunction with a bed-and-breakfast establishment. 
When an accessory apartment is located in the residence, the owner of 
the property must reside in either the principal residence or the 
apartment. An accessory apartment that is detached or in a detached 
accessory structure shall not be subdivided or sold separately from the 
primary residence unless each lot meets current density standards and 
each dwelling unit meets current bulk requirements. Subdivision shall not 
create or result in a nonconforming lot or structure.

Standards for accessory dwellings within the primary dwelling: Limited to a minimum of 300 square 
feet of gross floor area and a maximum of no more than 35% of the gross floor area of the primary 
residence or 900 square feet of gross floor area, whichever is less. Standards for detached accessory 
dwellings: (1) A detached accessory dwelling is permitted only on a lot of at least one acre, if a private 
septic system is used, or on lots of at least 1/2 acre if served by a public sewer system. (2) The 
accessory dwelling shall be generally compatible in design with the primary dwelling. (3) Double-wide 
manufactured dwellings are permitted subject to the standards for single-family detached dwellings (§ 
190-27.1). (4) On lots of five acres or less, the accessory dwelling shall: a. Be limited to 900 square feet 
of gross floor area, including porches and decks, b. Use the same sewage disposal system as the 
primary dwelling; c. Use the same driveway access. (5) For lots over five acres, the accessory dwelling 
shall be limited to no more than 1,500 square feet of gross floor area, including porches and decks. (6) 
Subject to recordation of a nonconversion agreement, unconditioned gross floor area within an 
accessory structure used solely for parking of vehicles or limited storage of household or yard goods 
shall not count toward the size limits of Subsection F.4 and 5 above. 190-33.C. A single accessory 
dwelling is permitted in the RC District (Critcial Area) subject to the following requirements. 1. 
Maximum 900 square feet of gross floor area, including porch and decks. 2. The entire perimeter of 
the accessory dwelling must be located within 100 feet of the primary dwelling unit. 3. Housing shall 
be served by the same sewage disposal system as the primary dwelling unit. 4. The additional dwelling 
unit, meeting the criteria of Subsections A through C above, may not be subdivided or conveyed 
separately from the primary dwelling unit. 5. The County shall maintain records of all building permits 
issued under this section for additional dwelling units considered part of a primary dwelling unit and 
shall provide this information on a quarterly basis to the Critical Area Commission.

The dwelling retains the appearance of a single-family home. The accessory dwelling shall be generally compatible 
in design with the primary dwelling.

One space per Accessory Dwelling/Apartment A detached accessory dwelling is permitted only on a lot of at least one acre, if a private 
septic system is used, or on lots of at least 1/2 acre if served by a public sewer system. On 
lots of five acres or less, the accessory dwelling shall use the same sewage disposal system 
as the primary dwelling. A single accessory dwelling is permitted in the RC District (Critcial 
Area) subject to the accessory dwelling unit shall be served by the same sewage disposal 
system as the primary dwelling unit.

N/A

Easton Yes ADU - "Granny Flat" https://www.eastonmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1239/2021-Zoning-Code SECTION 28 - 1007 SUPPLEMENTAL USE STANDARDS, 7. 
Granny Flat/Accessory Dwelling Unit

Accessory Dwelling Unit: A second dwelling unit either in or added to an existing single-
family detached dwelling, or in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the 
principal dwelling, for use as a complete, independent living facility with provision within 
the accessory unit for cooking, eating, sanitation, and sleeping. Such a dwelling is clearly 
accessory to the use of the main or principal dwelling

None A-1 (Agricultural District), R-7A ( (Residential District), R-10A 
(Residential District), CB (Central Business Commercial District)

Special Exception Subsection 28 - 1007.1.7, Granny Flat/Accessory Dwelling Unit: No more 
than one granny flat may be created on any one lot and the principal 
residence associated with the application for a granny flat must be 
occupied by the owner of the property

N/A None One additional off-street parking space shall be provided for the 
granny flat.

N/A Applicant shall have or obtain a Town of Easton Rental Housing License for the rental 
unit.

Oxford No
Queen Anne No
St. Michaels Yes Acessory Dwelling Unit https://ecode360.com/7038859 Chapter 340, Subsections: 340-11 (Definitions); 340-45 

(Residential Use Category); 340-58 (Accessory Dwelling 
Units); Article XVII (Design Standards); Article XIV 
(Parking)

Accessory dwelling unit. A smaller, independent residential dwelling unit located on the 
same lot as a stand-alone (i.e., detached) single-family home. Accessory dwelling units 
may be contained within the structure of a single-family unit or a commercial structure, 
be a separate stand-alone structure or be in a separate accessory structure.

None A (Agriculture District), R-1 (Residential District), R-2 (Residential 
District), RG (Residential Gateway District)

By-Right There shall be no more than one accessory dwelling unit per lot. An 
accessory dwelling unit may be located on the same lot as a detached 
single-family dwelling unit. An accessory dwelling unit may not be 
located on the same lot as a two-family dwelling, townhouse, or 
multifamily dwelling. The owner of the property shall occupy the 
principal unit as their primary residence, and at no time shall the owner 
receive rent payments for the owner-occupied unit. An accessory dwelling 
unit may not be used for a short-term rental. Maximum occupancy is 
limited to no more than two persons.

Maximum size. The size of an accessory dwelling unit may be no more than 50% of the living area of 
the principal dwelling or 800 square feet, whichever is less.

Ensure that accessory dwelling units are compatible with the desired character and livability of residential districts; 
respect the general building scale and placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on the lot, such as 
driveways and yards; and ensure that accessory dwelling units are smaller in size than the principal residential unit. 
An accessory dwelling unit may only be created through the following methods:
 (a) Converting existing living areas;
 (b) Adding floor area to an existing dwelling;
 (c) Construction of a stand-alone unit; or
 (d) Adding onto an existing accessory building (e.g., apartment in an existing garage).
 Location of entrances. Only one entry may be located on the front façade of the principal dwelling facing the street 
unless the principal dwelling contained additional front façade entrances before the accessory dwelling unit was 
created. Accessory dwelling units created through the addition of floor area must meet the following standards:
 (a) The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match in type, size, and placement, the exterior finish 
materials of the principal dwelling.
 (b) The roof pitch must be the same as the predominant roof pitch of the principal dwelling. The Planning 
Commission may permit a different roof pitch if needed due to the shape of the roof on the existing principal 
dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch will maintain a compatible appearance.
 (c) Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the type, size, and location as the trim used 
on the rest of the principal dwelling.
 (d) Windows must match those in the principal dwelling in proportion and orientation.
 (e) Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the eaves on the rest of the principal dwelling.
 (8) Accessory dwelling units shall have complete kitchen and bathroom facilities separate from those of the 
principal dwelling.
 (9) The applicant must demonstrate that the proposed accessory dwelling unit complies with applicable building 
and fire safety codes.

1 Space for Accessory Dwelling Unit N/A N/A
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County Municipality ADU or ADU-like 
Ordinance? (Y/N) 

Terms Used in Ordinance Link to Zoning Ordinance Home Page (If Available Online) Code Section(s) Definition ADU Purpose Statement Zoning Districts in which ADUs are Permitted By-right, By-right (subject to conditions), Conditional, or Special 
Exception

ADU Density/Quantity Provisions or Allowances Lot and Bulk Requirements or Restrictions Design Standards Parking Requirements Utilities Other

Trappe Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit Not available online [Title IV - Zoning] Section 2 - Definitions; Section 2 - "R-
1" District, Subsection 2.20 (Special Exceptions) (7); 
Section 3 - "R-2" District , Subsection 3.20 (Special 
Exceptions); Section 9 - "Village Overlay Zone", 
Subsection 9.35 (Special Exception Uses within the 
Village Redevelopment Sub-Area)

Accessory Dwelling Unit: A single dwelling unit providing complete, independent living 
facilities for at least one person. including permanent provisions for sanitation, cooking, 
eating, sleeping, and other activities associated with daily life. Accessory dwelling units 
are limited to one per principal residence or commercial structure; may not exceed 50% 
of the size of the principal structure, or 1,500 square feet, whichever is less; must include 
one off-street parking space, and the principal residence must be occupied by the owner.

None R-1 District, R-2 District, "R-3" District, "Village Overlay Zone" (VOZ) 
W/I Village Redevelopment Sub-Area (VRA)

Special Exception Accessory dwelling units are limited to one per principal residence, 
parcel, or commercial structure.

The accessory dwelling unit may not exceed 50% of the size of the principal structure, or 1,500 square 
feet, whichever is less.

None None Accessory dwelling units that rely on the same water connection shall not be counted in 
the overall density calculation.

N/A

Washington No

Boonsboro Yes Accessory Apartment https://www.town.boonsboro.md.us/vertical/sites/%7B91336583-679F-49EC-8CDA-
C0EAB540BE40%7D/uploads/Boonsboro_Zoning_Ordinance1.pdf

A second dwelling unit either in or added to an existing single-family detached dwelling, 
or in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the main dwelling, for use as a 
complete, independent living facility with provision within the accessory apartment for 
cooking, eating, sanitation, and sleeping. Such a dwelling is an accessory use to the main 
dwelling

Permitted in residential zones 2 spaces per unit or 1 for primary use and 1 for accessory 
apartment use.

Clear Spring No
Funkstown Yes Accessory Apartment http://www.funkstown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Zoning-Ordinance-1.pdf 

http://www.funkstown.com/government/zoning/
Defined in definition section. Referenced in Article 3 A second dwelling unit either in or added to an existing single-family detached dwelling, 

or in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the main dwelling, for use as a 
complete, independent living facility with provision within the accessory apartment for 
cooking, eating, sanitation, and sleeping. Such a dwelling is an accessory use to the main 
dwelling

Permitted in Town Center District and Neighborhood Commercial 
District

If less than 100 sq ft 5 foot rear and side yard setback. If greater than 100 sq ft it must adhere to 
district building setbacks and lot requirements.

2 spaces per unit or 1 for primary use and 1 for accessory 
apartment use.

Hagerstown No
Hancock No
Keedysville No
Sharpsburg No
Smithsburg Yes Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/26870047 In definitions and section 146-1.1 Residential Code ACCESSORY APARTMENT

 A second dwelling unit either in or added to an existing single-family detached dwelling 
or in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the main dwelling, for use as a 
complete, independent living facility with provision within the accessory apartment for 
cooking, eating, sanitation, and sleeping. Such a dwelling is an accessory use to the main 
dwelling.

Permitted in TR and TC zones SE in SR zoning district Completely detached accessory buildings equal to or less than 100 square feet in gross floor area may 
occupy required side and rear yards but shall not be located closer than five feet to any side or rear 
property line. Any detached accessory building greater than 175 square feet in gross floor area shall 
have a minimum distance to the side or rear lot line not less than the longest horizontal dimension of 
the structure or the minimum distance specified for that district, whichever is the lesser of the two. In 
no case shall an accessory building that is to be permanently placed (footers/foundation) on a lot be 
allowed to occupy an easement established on a duly recorded subdivision plat.

1 space for primary use and 1 for accessory unit A water allocation benefit charge shall be imposed in the amount of $2,600 per domestic 
equivalent unit for nonresidential or residential, or any combination thereof, water 
hookups or usage, including the conversion of, alteration of, or additions to residentially 
used property already connected to the Town's water system, on a per-domestic-
equivalent-unit basis (200 gallons per day/per annum) with residential usage being 
assessed at the number of residences, including each apartment or housing unit as a 
separate unit, to be supplied with water service by that hookup or connection to the 
Town's water supply distribution system. The Town shall make the initial assessment after 
consultation with the user. For assessment purposes, a portion of a domestic equivalent 
unit counts as a whole unit.
  
 The resulting residential and nonresidential usage for property which was a conversion of, 
alteration of, or an addition to residentially used property already connected to the Town's 
water system shall be assessed for the equivalent number of domestic equivalent units 
(200 gallons per day/per annum) which is in excess of one domestic equivalent unit. Each 
residence, including each apartment or housing unit as a separate unit, shall be assessed as 
a domestic equivalent unit. Nonresidential usage shall be assessed for the equivalent 
number of domestic equivalent units (200 gallons per day/per annum) of anticipated or 
actual usage on a calendar-year annual basis, whichever is greater. Nonresidential usage 
may result in additional assessments for domestic equivalent units as water usage of the 
nonresidential use increases or if the initial anticipated assessment was set at too low a 
number of domestic equivalent units. Additional assessments are due and payable upon 
billing. The Town shall make the initial assessment after consultation with the user.

Williamsport No
Wicomico Yes Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/10172975 Chapter 225 Zoning, Subsections: 225-25; 225-60; 225-

67
Accessory Apartment: Not more than one apartment unit as an accessory use within an 
owner-occupied single-family residence or an accessory building on the same lot, on a 
minimum lot of 20,000 square feet, provided that: (1) The apartment shall be no larger 
than 50% of the square footage of the residence. (2) All parking for the apartment is 
appropriately located as specified by the Board of Appeals. (3) No accessory apartment 
may be constructed on any property which has exercised the option of renting of guest 
rooms under the provisions of this chapter.

Purpose. Standards for creating accessory apartments address the 
following purposes:(a)Ensure that accessory apartments are 
compatible with the desired character and livability of Wicomico 
County's residential districts;(b)Respect the general building scale and 
placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on the lot, 
such as driveways and yards; and (c) Ensure that accessory 
apartments are smaller in size than the principal dwelling.

A-1 (Agriculture-Rural); V-C (Village Conservation); R-8 (Residential); R-
15 (Residential); R-20 (Residential); R-30 (Residential); TT (Town 
Transition); C-1 (Select Commercial); C-2 (General Commercial)

Special Exception by the Board of Appeals in the A-1, V-C, R-8, R-15, R-20, R-30, TT, and C-2. 
Special Exception by the Planning Commission for C-1.

An accessory apartment may be permitted, provided that there shall be 
no more than one accessory apartment permitted per lot. Not more than 
one apartment unit as an accessory use within an owner-occupied single-
family residence or two-family residence or an accessory building on the 
same lot. No accessory apartment may be constructed on any property 
which has exercised the option of renting of guest rooms under the 
provisions of this chapter. An accessory apartment is prohibited on a site 
with a Type II and III home-based business.

Attached accessory apartments shall be no larger than 50% of the square footage of the residence. 
Detached accessory apartments may not have a larger footprint than the footprint of the principal 
dwelling; and the combined footprint of all detached accessory structures may not exceed 25% of the 
total site area. Detached accessory apartment development standards. Detached accessory 
apartments must meet the following: (1) Setback requirements. An accessory apartment must be set 
back at least: (a) Sixty feet from the front lot line, or 85 feet from center of road whichever is greater; 
or (b) Behind the single-family dwelling or two-family dwelling: six feet. (c) The same side and rear 
setback requirements as would apply in the applicable district for the dwelling or building to which 
the accessory apartment is associated shall apply for the accessory apartment as well.

Ensure that accessory apartments are compatible with the desired character and livability of Wicomico County's 
residential districts. Respect the general building scale and placement of structures to allow sharing of common 
space on the lot, such as driveways and yards. The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match, in 
type, size, and placement, to the exterior finish materials of the principal dwelling. Roof pitch. The roof pitch must 
be compatible with the predominant roof pitch of the principal dwelling. Trim on the edges of elements on the 
addition must be the same in type, size and location as the trim used on the rest of the principal dwelling. Windows 
must match those in the principal dwelling in proportion (relationship of width to
 height) and orientation (horizontal or vertical). Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the 
eaves on the rest of the principal dwelling. Only one entrance may be located on the facade of the principal 
dwelling facing the street, unless the dwelling or attached dwelling contained additional entrances before the 
accessory dwelling unit was created. An exception to this requirement is entrances that do not access from the 
ground, such as entrances from balconies or decks. Attached accessory apartments allow the conversion of existing 
living area, attic, basement or attached garage; adding floor area; and construction of new principal dwelling with 
an internal accessory apartment or a new attached dwelling to an existing principal dwelling unit.

Accessory apartment 1.0 space per bedroom; space shall not be 
located in the front yard. All parking for the apartment is 
appropriately located as specified by the Board of Appeals.

N/A N/A

Delmar No
Fruitland No
Hebron Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit / Accessory Apartment Not available online Article XI § 92-111. Accessory dwelling unit. RESIDENCE, PRIMARY WITH ACCESSORY APARTMENT: A residential use having the

 external appearance of a single-family residence but in which there is located a second 
dwelling
 unit.

None Permitted by the Planning Commission in the Central Residential 
(CR), Town Residential (TR), Planned Residential (PR), Neighborhood 
Conservation (NC-1), and Neighborhood Conservation (NC-2) zoning 
districts

Approval of the Planning Commission with accessory dwelling unit conditions of approval for 
size, design, parking, etc..., as stated herein

Permitted only in conjunction with a detached single-family dwelling. Creation. An accessory dwelling unit may only be created through the following
 methods: (a) Converting existing living area, attic, or basement; (b) Adding floor area to an existing 
dwelling; (c) Construction of a stand-alone unit; or (d) Adding onto an existing accessory building (e.g., 
apartment over an existing garage). Maximum size. The size of an accessory dwelling unit may be no 
more than 50% of the living area of the principal dwelling or 800 square feet, whichever is less.

B. Design Standards. (1) Purpose. Standards for creating accessory dwelling units address the following purposes: (a) 
Ensure that accessory dwelling units are compatible with the desired character and livability of residential districts; 
(b) Respect the general building scale and placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on the lot, 
such as driveways and yards; and (c) Ensure that accessory dwelling units are smaller in size than the principal 
residential unit. Location of entrances. Only one entrance may be located on the front facade of the principal 
dwelling facing the street, unless the principal dwelling contained additional front facade entrances before the 
accessory dwelling unit was created. Accessory dwelling units created through the addition of floor area must meet 
the
 following standards:
 (a) The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match, in type, size, and placement, the exterior finish 
materials of the principal dwelling. (b) The roof pitch must be the same as the predominant roof pitch of the 
principal dwelling. The Planning Commission may permit a different roof pitch if needed due to the shape of the 
roof on the existing principal dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch will maintain a compatible 
appearance. (c) Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the type, size and location as the 
trim used on the rest of the principal dwelling. (d) Windows must match those in the principal dwelling in 
proportion and orientation. (e) Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the eaves on the 

    

Parking.
 (a) No additional parking space is required for the accessory 
dwelling unit if it is created on a site with an existing house and 
on-street parking is permitted and adequate.
 (b) One additional parking space located on or within 100 feet of 
the lot is required for the accessory dwelling unit:
 [1] When none of the roadways in abutting streets can 
accommodate on-street parking; or [2] When the accessory 
dwelling unit is created at the same time as the principal dwelling.

N/A N/A

Mardela Springs Yes Accessory Apartment https://mardelasprings.org/ordinances-resolutions/ Article II, Rural Residential District, Section II, c.3 None None Rural Residential District, Village Residential District, Village Center 
District

Permitted By-Right Not more than one (1) apartment unit as an accessory use within a single 
family residence or an accessory building on the same lot.

Minimum 1 acre lot size. The accessory apartment shall be no larger than 50% of the square footage of 
the primary residence. No accessory apartment may be constructed or utilized on any property which 
also has guest rooms.

None All parking for the primary residence and accessory apartment 
must be off-street.

N/A

Pittsville Yes Accessory Dwelling Unit Not available online Article IX. Supplemental Use Regulations.
 § 59. Accessory dwelling units.

Accessory Dwelling Unit: A separate complete housekeeping unit that is substantially 
contained within the structure of a single-family unit, detached accessory building or a 
commercial structure but can be isolated from it.

None Permitted in the Single Family Residential District (SR), Central 
Residential District (CR), Core Mixed-Use District (CM), and Central 
Business District (CBD)

Permitted by-right There shall be no more than one accessory dwelling unit per lot. An 
accessory dwelling unit may be located on the same lot as a detached 
single-family dwelling unit.

Maximum Size. The size of an accessory dwelling unit may be no more than sixty
 (60) percent of the living area of the principal dwelling or one thousand (1,000)
 square feet of floor area, whichever is less. Creation. An accessory dwelling unit may only be created 
through the following methods: (a) Converting existing living area, attic, or basement; (b) Adding floor 
area to an existing dwelling; (c) Construction of a stand-alone unit; or (d) Adding onto an existing 
accessory building (e.g., an apartment in an existing garage).

Design Standards
 (1) Purpose. Standards for creating accessory dwelling units address the following
 purposes:
 (a) Ensure that accessory dwelling units are compatible with the desired character and livability of residential 
districts; (b) Respect the general building scale and placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on 
the lot, such as driveways and yards; and
 (c) Ensure accessory dwelling units are smaller than the main residential unit. Location of Entrances. Only one entry 
may be located on the front facade of the principal dwelling facing the street unless the principal dwelling 
contained additional front facade entrances before the accessory dwelling unit was created. Accessory dwelling 
units created through the addition of floor area must meet the following standards: (a) The exterior finish material 
must be the same or visually match in type, size, and placement, of the exterior finish materials of the principal 
dwelling. (b) The roof pitch must be the same as the predominant roof pitch of the principal dwelling. However, the 
Board of Appeals may permit a different roof pitch if needed due to the shape of the roof on the existing principal 
dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch will maintain a compatible appearance. (c) Trim on the edges 
of elements on the addition must visually match the type, size, and location as the trim used on the rest of the 
principal dwelling. (d) Windows must match the proportion and orientation of those in theprincipal dwelling. (e) 
Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance as the eaves on the rest of the principal dwelling.

"Parking. (a) No additional parking space is required for the 
accessory dwelling unit if created on a site with an existing house, 
and on-street parking is permitted and adequate. (b) One 
additional parking space located on or within one hundred (100) 
feet of the lot is required for the accessory dwelling unit: (1) when 
none of the roadways in abutting streets can accommodate on-
street parking or (2) when the accessory dwelling unit is created 
at the same time as the principal dwelling."

N/A N/A

Salisbury Yes Accessory Apartment. Within Salisbury's Critical 
Area Regulations the term "Accessory Dwelling 
Unit" is used (however this is a generic term specific 
to the Critical Area Overlay and the Critical Area 
Overlay section defers to the underlying base 
zoning district which uses "Accessory Apartment")

https://library.municode.com/md/salisbury/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT17ZO Chapter 17 (Zoning) Subsections 17.164.030 "Accessory apartment" means a dwelling unit, limited to no more than one bedroom, 
incorporated within a single-family dwelling or its accessory building. The accessory 
apartment or the principal dwelling shall be occupied by the owner(s) of the property on 
which the accessory apartment is located.

None R-5S (Residential District), R-8S (Residential District), R-10S 
(Residential District)

Special Exception One per single-family dwelling An accessory apartment of not over five hundred (500) gross square feet in size within an owner-
occupied single-family detached dwelling or in an accessory building on a lot upon which an owner-
occupied single-family detached dwelling is located. The lot shall have a minimum sixty (60) feet width 
and contain at least nine thousand (9,000) square feet of land area, provided that an accessory 
apartment shall not be allowed in any dwelling where guest rooms are provided.

None All parking required for an accessory apartment shall be in the 
rear yard no closer than three (3) feet to all adjoining property 
lines.

N/A N/A

Sharptown No Not available online
Willards Yes Residence, Primary with Accessory Apartment Article II Basic Definitions and Interpretations, Part I 

Definitions, Section 9 Definitions of Basic Terms
Residence, Primary with Accessory Apartment: A residential use having the external 
appearance of a single-family residence but in which there is located a second dwelling 
unit that comprises not more than 25 percent of the gross floor area of the building nor 
more than a total of 750 square feet

None Not specified, so assumption is allowed in same zones as single-
family dwellings

By-Right One per single-family dwelling The second dwelling unit cannot comprise more than 25 percent of the gross floor area of the building 
nor more than a total of 750 square feet.

None N/A N/A N/A

Worcester Yes Accessory Apartment https://ecode360.com/14070062 ZS 1-103-b (Definitions), ZS 1-201-d9 &, ZS 1-201-d10 
(Agricultural District A1), ZS 1-202-d9 & ZS 1-202-
d10(Agriculture District A2), ZS1-203-d7 (Estate District 
E-1), ZS 1-204-e8 (Village District V-1), ZS 1-205-d4 
(Rural District R-1), ZS 1-206-d4 (Suburban Residential 
District R-2), ZS 1-207-d4 (Multi-family Residential 
District R-3),ZS 1-208-d1 (General Residential District R-
4), ZS 1-209-d1 (Neighborhood Commercial District C-
1), ZS 1-210-d-1 (General Commercial District C-2), ZS 1-
211-d1 (Highway Commercial District C-3), ZS 1-212-d3 
(Light Industrial District I-1), ZS 1-213-d3 (Heavy 
Industrial District I-2), ZS 1-214-d1 (Commercial Marine 
District CM), ZS 1-215-d6 (Resource Protection District 
RP), ZS 1-338 Accessory Apartments

Accessory Apartment: A room or set of rooms fitted with housekeeping facilities. Purpose and intent. It is the specific purpose and intent to allow no 
more than one accessory apartment per lot of record through 
conversion of existing residential structures or construction of new 
residential facilities so as to provide the opportunity and 
encouragement to meet the special housing needs of persons of low 
and moderate income as well as relatives of families currently residing 
in the County. It is furthermore the intent and purpose of this 
provision to allow the more efficient use of the County's existing 
housing stock in a manner consistent with land use objectives 
identified in the Worcester County Comprehensive Plan and to 
provide economic support for present resident families of limited 
income, while protecting and preserving property values and 
community character.

Agricultural A1&A2, Estate District E1, Estate District E1, Village 
District V1, Rural District R1, Suburban Residential District R2, Multi-
family Residential District R3, General Residential District R4, 
Neighborhood Commercial District C1, General Commercial District 
C2, Highway Commercial District C3, Light Industrial District I1, 
Heavy Industrial District I2, Commercial Marine District CM, Resource 
Protection District RP

By-Right There shall be no more than one accessory apartment permitted per 
existing single-family dwelling. An accessory apartment may be located 
either in the principal dwelling unit or in an accessory building. 
Manufactured or mobile homes shall not be construed as an accessory 
apartment. Accessory apartments shall only be permitted where 
adequate wastewater disposal capacity has been determined to be 
available by the Environmental Programs Division, but as accessory 
residential uses, shall not be counted against permitted density on any 
parcel. However, other regulations may stipulate that such accessory 
residential uses be considered when calculating permitted density.

When located within an accessory building, the building shall be located so that its entire perimeter is 
within one hundred feet of the principal building on the property. A separation distance greater than 
one hundred feet may be permitted in accordance with the provisions of § ZS 1-117(e)(5) provided 
that the property upon which the accessory apartment is located is not located within the Chesapeake 
or Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area. The minimum floor area for an accessory apartment within the 
principal building shall be five hundred square feet, but in no case shall it exceed thirty-five percent of 
the gross floor area, exclusive of any garage, of the dwelling in which it is located or nine hundred 
square feet, whichever is less. For accessory apartments located in an accessory building, the 
minimum floor area shall also be five hundred square feet, but in no case shall it exceed thirty-five 
percent of the gross floor area of the principal dwelling or nine hundred square feet, whichever is less. 
No accessory apartment shall contain more than two bedrooms.

If an accessory apartment is located in the principal dwelling unit on the property, entry to the accessory apartment 
shall be designed such that the appearance of the building remains as a single-family dwelling. However, nothing 
herein shall be construed to require any entry to the accessory apartment to be confined to the side or rear of the 
structure.

Off-street parking for the accessory apartment shall be in 
accordance with § ZS 1-320 hereof and shall be in addition to any 
other parking required for other uses on the site.

Accessory apartments shall only be permitted where adequate wastewater disposal 
capacity has been determined to be available by the Environmental Programs Division.

N/A

Berlin Yes Accessory Living Quarters https://library.municode.com/md/berlin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLADE
RE_CH108ZO

CH 108: Article I. Sec 108-5, CH 108: Article VI Division 
2 Sec 108-327 (Residential District R-1)

Accessory living quarters means an accessory building used solely as the temporary 
dwelling of guests of the occupants of an existing principal use; such dwelling having no 
kitchen facilities and not rented or otherwise used as a separate dwelling unit.

None R-1 (Residential District) By-Right None None None N/A N/A N/A

Ocean City No Not available online
Pocomoke City No Not available online
Snow Hill Yes Accessory Dwelling Units https://ecode360.com/10152626 Chapter 200, Article IX - 200-57 Accessory dwelling unit: A separate complete housekeeping unit that is substantially 

contained within the structure of a single family unit or a commercial structure, but can 
be isolated from it.

None R1 (Low-Density Residential District), R2 (Medium-Density Residential 
District) and in Planned Development District (PDD)

By right with issuance of building permit issues by code enforcement officer provided 
conditions are met

No more than one accessory dwelling unit per lot and provided such 
accessory dwelling unit shall comply with ADU standards.

The size of an accessory dwelling unit may be no more than 50% of the living area of the principal 
dwelling or 800 square feet of floor area, whichever is less.

Standards for creating accessory dwelling units address the following purposes: (a) Ensure that accessory dwelling 
units are compatible with the desired character and liability of residential districts; (b) Respect the general building 
scale and placement of structures to allow sharing of common space on the lot, such as driveways and yards; and 
(c) Ensure that accessory dwelling units are smaller in size than the principal residential unit. An accessory dwelling 
unit may only be created through the following methods: (a) Converting existing living area, attic, or basement; (b) 
Adding floor area to an existing dwelling; (c) Construction of a standalone unit; or (d) Adding onto an existing 
accessory building (e.g., apartment in an existing garage). Only one entrance may be located on the front facade of 
the principal dwelling facing the street, unless the principal dwelling contained additional front facade entrances 
before the accessory dwelling unit was created. Accessory dwelling units created through the addition of floor area 
must meet the following standards: (a) The exterior finish material must be the same or visually match in type, size, 
and placement the exterior finish materials of the principal dwelling; (b) The roof pitch must be the same as the 
predominant roof pitch of the principal dwelling. The Board of Appeals may permit a different roof pitch if needed 
due to the shape of the roof on the existing principal dwelling if it determines that the proposed roof pitch will 
maintain a compatible appearance; (c) Trim on the edges of elements on the addition must visually match the type, 
size and location as the trim used on the rest of the principal dwelling; (d) Windows must match those in the 
principal dwelling in proportion and orientation; (e)  Eaves must project from the building walls the same distance 
as the eaves on the rest of the principal dwelling.

No additional parking space is required for the accessory dwelling 
unit if it is created on a site with an existing house and on-street 
parking is permitted and adequate. One additional parking space 
located on or within 100 feet of the lot is required for the 
accessory dwelling unit: (1) when none of the roadways in 
abutting streets can accommodate on-street parking; or (2) when 
the accessory dwelling unit is created at the same time as the 
principal dwelling.

N/A In the RCA, the Planning Commission may consider one additional dwelling unit per 
lot or parcel as part of a primary dwelling unit for the purpose of the density 
calculation if the additional dwelling unit: [1] Is located within the primary dwelling 
unit or its entire perimeter is within 100 feet of the primary dwelling unit; [2] Does 
not exceed 900 square feet of enclosed area; and [3] Is served by the same sewage 
disposal system as the primary dwelling unit.

https://www.town.boonsboro.md.us/vertical/sites/%7B91336583-679F-49EC-8CDA-C0EAB540BE40%7D/uploads/Boonsboro_Zoning_Ordinance1.pdf
https://www.town.boonsboro.md.us/vertical/sites/%7B91336583-679F-49EC-8CDA-C0EAB540BE40%7D/uploads/Boonsboro_Zoning_Ordinance1.pdf
https://ecode360.com/26870047
https://ecode360.com/10172975
https://mardelasprings.org/ordinances-resolutions/
https://library.municode.com/md/salisbury/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT17ZO
https://ecode360.com/14070062
https://library.municode.com/md/berlin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLADERE_CH108ZO
https://library.municode.com/md/berlin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=SPBLADERE_CH108ZO
https://ecode360.com/10152626

	Sheet1

